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CHAPTER  I. 

Hark  the  "winds  how  they  whittle,  aod  the  raio 
beats,  oh,  how  the  weather  shrinks  me. 

OlWAT. 


IS  then  the  recollection  all  that 
remains  to  me  of  lost  happiness^  sighed 
Clara^  as  she  walked  slowly  to  a  fa- 
vorite spot^  often  visited  when  a  stran- 
ger to  sorrow,  she  knew  it  but  by 
name,  to  which  a  thousand  endearing 
circumstances  had  attached  her. 
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Yes — it  is  but  too  certain  that  all,  all 
is  fled,  and  heavy  was  the  sigh  that 
arose  in  confirmation  of  this  sad  truth. 
To  nfie  there  remains  no  trace  but  like 
that  of  a  gay  dream,  which,  vanishing, 
leaves  (he  mourner  more  sensibly  awake 
to  real  sorrow.  But  let  me  not  des- 
pairs—though that  departing  sun  has 
for  the  last  time  risen  and  set  on  my  fe- 
licity here.  ''  There  is  another  and  a 
better  world,"  where  I  hope  to  be  re- 
united to  all  I  loved  on  earth.  Yes—- 
my  father,  dear  Montague,  there  1  trust 
we  shall  meet  again. 

This  melancholy  reverie  was  inter- 
rupted by  a  rustling  amongst  the  dnder- 
wood,  at  some  distance.  She  stopped 
and  listened  to  discover  from  whence 
the  sound  proceeded,  and  walking  lightly 
to  the  place,  saw  there,  just  awaking, 
a  beautiful  girl,  apparently  about  ten 
years  of  age.  The  child  was  rising 
from  the  bed  of  leaves  which  had   been 


her  couch  ;  her  pillow  the  soft  moss  that 
covered  in  profusion  the  fantastic  root 
of  an  old  oak^  knots  of  wild  flowers^ 
(which  grow  in  abundance  in  America 
of  surprising  elegance  and  beauty)  were 
scattered  around  her^  a  small  basket 
from  which  some  were  fallings  laj  by 
her  side^  and  a  little  straw  bonnet^  tied 
with  a  green  ribbon^  hung  on  her  arm. 
That  rich  colour  which  adorns  the 
cheeks  of  youthful  beauty,  after  sleep^ 
painted  hers  with  its  own  natural  rosed^ 
and  that  lustre  which  fives  so  much 
grace  and  softness  to  the  eye,  gave  hers  a 
superior  interest.  Clara  for  a  moment^ 
in  contemplating  this  lovely  girl,  for- 
got her  own  sorrows.  She  almost  fancied 
herself  on  enchanted  ground,  and  this 
little  being,  what  imagination  feigns  of 
wood  nymphs  or  dryads  of  the  sylvan 
circle. 

It  was  in  truth  a  striking  scene.     On 
one  side  an  arm    of    the    sea^    from 


the  bay  of  Chebucto,  boldly  stretched 
its  broad  surface  within  the  shore ;  in  tin 
angular  direction  she  beheld  the  bay^ 
extending  itself  towards  Halifax ;  roman- 
tic islands  scattered  on  its  bosom^  which 
with  the  rising  tide  and  shadowy  sun^ 
over  which  the  dark  clouds  were  pas- 
sing, appea,red  to  float  there,  whilst  on 
th6  opposite  coast  she  beheld  trees  of 
every  description,  whose  immense  size 
appeared  to  stamp  them  almost  coeval 
with  time,  .and  whose  many  coloured 
tints,  dyed  by  the  beauties  of  autumn, 
were  finely  contrasted  by  the  deep  un- 
changing green  of  the  stately  firs  rising 
on  all  sides  in  abundance,  whilst  a  gran- 
deur and  beauty,  surpassing  description, 
even  by  the  pencil  of  a  Claude  Lorrain^ 
was  diffused  over  the  whole,  by  the  oc- 
casional rich  glow  of  the  western  sky 
DOW  fading  into  a  fj^int  light,  now 
changed  into  a  deep  and  solemn  gloom. 


A  general    stillness   succeeded^    \vliich 
seemed  as  if  it  might  be  felt. 

Could  a  painter  have  beheld  Clara's 
elegant  figure,  at  this  moment,  as  she  bent 
forward  with  the  loveljr  and  benignant 
smile  of  an  angel,  bver  the  spot  where 
«  innocence  and  beauty  sat  gazing  on  her 
with  pleasure  and  wonder,  he  might 
have  taken  her  with  success  for  the  sof- 
tened image  of  Melpomene.  *  Awakened 
from  a  pensive  musing,  by  the  little  girl's 
moving  to  re-collect  her  scattered  trea- 
sures, and  replace  them  in  her  Indian 
basHet. 

Clara  seated  herself  by  the  child,  and 
assisting  her  to  arrange  them,  inquired 
her  name,  where  she  lived,  and  how  she 
happened  to  have  wandered  there  alone. 
The  child  with  a  modest  blush,  but 
without  any  embarrasment,  in  some- 
what of  a  foreign  acceitt,  said  her 
name  was  Ellen;  that  she  had  been 
gathering  flowers  in  the  wood,  and  was 


^ 


returning  home^  which  was  very  near. 
Clara  looked  rounds  but  saw  no  ap- 
pearance of  any  thing  like  a  human  ha- 
bitation^ and  asked  the  child  to  show 
her  whercNit  was. 

''Yes,  madam/'  said  EHen,  and  put- 
ting on  her  little  bonnet,  prepared  to 
lead  the  way.  Clara  then  inquired  if 
her  father  and  mother  were  living,  and 
if  she  had  any  brothers  or  sisters.  Ellen 
said  her  father  was  living,  but  that  her 
mother,  her  dear  mother  was  dead,  and 
that  she  had  not  any  brothers  or  sisters  ; 
that  her  father  had  a  boat  in  which  he 
went  out  a  fishing,  that  he  sometimes 
in  the  summer  took  her  with  him,  and 
that  he  was  now  out.  ''  Look,  madam^" 
said  she,  *' there  is  my  dear  father  in  his 
little  boat,"  pointing  out  the  place,  but 
the  distance  was  so  great,  Clara  could 
scarcely  see  more  than  a  specks  still  less 
could   she  imagine  any  human   beings 
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as  the  child's  lively  faocj   bad   pour* 
trayed. 

They  had  now  nearly  reached  the  cot- 
tage^   which^  entirely  sheltered   by    its 
situation^  being  in  a  small  dingle^  was 
hid  from  observation.    Clara  recollected 
that  she  must  many  times  have  been 
near  it,    from  the  scenery    they    bad 
passed^  which  she  had  often   ni&rked, 
and  which  was  connected  with  an  asso- 
ciation of  ideas  never  to  be  forgotten  ; 
but  she  had  not  happened  to  see  the  cot- 
tage, nor  any  human  being  that  appeared 
to  be  an   inhabitant  of  that  neighbour- 
hood.    Though  she  recoljectcd  having 
been  informed  that  a  few   cottages  lay 
scattered  in  this  place^  at  no  great  dis- 
tance  from  the    shorcj   a  narrow   path- 
way which  wound  round  the  side  of  the 
bill,  led  them  to  this  sequestered   spot; 
and     Clara    was   much    pleased^    when 
the  little  neat  looking   white  dwelling, 
which     was    built    of  wood,    met  her 
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eye;  it  stood'  inclosed  between  two 
green  banks^  which  were  a  shelter  from 
the  sun  in  the  summer^  (there  intensely 
hot);  and  one  of  them  extending  to  the 
North- West,  preserved  it  also  from  the 
se\ erity  of  that  piercing  {wintry)  blast, 
which  blowing  over  the  immense  tracts 
of  snow  in  Canada,  is  scarcely  to  be  en- 
dured at  some  distance ;  the  back  of  the 
cottage  was  sheltered  by  tall  trees,  and 
a  small  level  plot  in  front,  giving  a 
view  of  the  bay,  had  been  inclosed  by  a 
neat  green  paling :  they  entered  through 
a  wicket  gate, 

'*  Which  opening  with^alatch 
^*  Received  the  harmless  pair." 

Many  wild  flowers  had  been  trans- 
planted, and  by  cultivation  had  acquired 
a  richer,  though  not  a  more  beautiful 
hue.  A  great  variety  of  aromatic  plants 
also,  which,  in  this  wild  scene,  scent 
the  passing  gale  with  their  fragrant 
odours^    had  been    collected   into   this 


little  spot.  In  one  corner  of  which,  was 
ail  inclosure  for  poultry  ;  and  in  a  clear 
pond  with  a  green  sloping  maig^n,  were 
a  great  number  of  (iucks  bwimming;  in 
the  cottage  there  were  two  rooms,  and 
a  kind  of  light  closet,  in  which  every 
little  decoration  was  placed — lor  ^7as  was 
£//(fn'5  apartment.  The  whole  was  so 
nicely  clean,  and  in  such  exact  order^ 
that  Clara  could  not  torbear  inquiring 
of  the  child  how  these  things  w^e 
done.  Ellen  informed  her  tl)at  a  poor 
W(»maa  in  the  neighbourhood  was  hired 
by  her  father,  and  came  almost  every 
day  to  the  cottage. 

Fatigued  with  her  walk,  Clara  was  glad 
to  M  St  V  ith  her  liitle  interesting  compa- 
nion, but  perceiving  the  evening  advanc- 
ing la*t,  she  at o^e  to  go,  and  thanking 
Ellen  f*)r  the  accommodation  she  had  af- 
fu;de(l  her,  made  her  a  small  present,  and 
vej.i  tt»  the  dt)or,  where  Eilen  attended 
to  opwi   it  for  her,  but  perceiving  some 
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large  dropj?  of  rain  befrinning  to  fall, 
and  triat  a  shower  was  eoideiitly  coining 
on,  obliged  her  io  return. 

The  rain  increased,  and  fell  in  tor- 
rents, mixed  with  haiUstoiies  of  an  un- 
common size ;  the  wind  rose  suddenly 
in  frightful  gusts,  threatening  a  hurri- 
cane; thunder  and  lightning,  the  most 
dreadful,  succeeded,  which  rendered 
the  scene  terrific  !  Heavenly  powers  pro- 
tect us  !  mentally,  ejaculated  Clara,  as 
she  sat  almost  tremhiing  with  alarm, 
▼ainly  striving  to  conceal  it  from  the 
observation  of  Ellen  ;  but  she  soon  lost 
the  idea  of  personal  danger  in  her  fears 
for  the  poor  fi^sherm^a,  who  suddenly 
recollectmg,  she  turmJ  round  towards 
the  window,  where  >he  beheld  Ellen 
in  mute  distress,  v  ith  fixed  eye  and 
pale  cheek,  looking  to  the  spot  where 
she  had  last  seen  th«^  boat,  and  pointed 
out  to  Clara  no  boat  was  there.  Clara 
at  length  discofered  it  much   nearer 
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the  coast  than  when  she  first  saw  it ; 
it  bad  been  bidden  bj  the  projectioa 
of  a  little  promontory^  round  which  it 
was  endeavouring  to  get  into  a  small 
bay  that  was  formed  by  this  jut  ;  but 
the  passing  waves^  which  continually 
shrowded  it  from  observation,  rolled  on 
too  rapidly,  one  succeeding  another  ia 
long  succession,  for  it  to  make  this 
point. 

Clara  beheld,  with  anxious  agitation^ 
the  boat  now  in  view,  and  now  suddenly 
dashed  back  by  the  receding  waves ;. 
she  feared  the  conflict  would  prove  uor 
equal  ;  and  knew  that  somewhere  near 
that  ^ipot,  a  long  range  of  shelving  rocks 
ran  out  a  prodigious  way  into  the  sea  ;. 
that  the  coast  ab^)unded  with  so  many 
dangers,  it  was  the  terror  of  the  sailors^ 
during  the  wiruer  season.  C'ara,  still, 
gazi  ig  in  fearful  expectation  of  the 
e\enf,  would  not  point  out  the  strug* 
gluig  boat  to-  Ellen,   though  at   first. 
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when  she  discovered  it,  she  had  nearly 
done  so;  she  now  earnestly  hoped  that 
Ellen,  who  had  retired  from  the  win- 
dow, her  sorrowful  face  drowned  ip 
tears,  occasionally  repeating,  in  a  \(»ice 
scarcely  audible,  "  Oh  \  my  drar,  dear 
father,"  would  not  return  to  witness 
the  perilous  situation  the  little  bark 
was  in;  which,  it  appeared,  con  auicd 
all  that  was  dear  to  her  young  heart, 
her  support,  her  friend,  her  only  com- 
*  panion,   her  father. 

It  was  impossible  to  withdraw  atten- 
tion from  the  afflicting  spectacle,  which 
at  the  same  time  Clara  felt,  begun  to  oc- 
casion anguish  scarcely  supportable. 
At  this  moment,  a  larice  ball  of  elcctri- 
cat  firs  fell  inmiediateiy  over  the  boat^ 
a^  loud  clap  of  thunder  directly  suc- 
ceeued,  which  shook  the  cottage  to  its 
foundati<Mi  :  the  sea  roared  hideously  ; 
the  yawning  waves  Jeaving  large  gulpbs 
between  tbeui^  received  the  buat^   thea 
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awful  moment  closed  over  it,  full  ia 
Clara's  view  ;  it  sunk  Tor  ever  :  ,over- 
come  by  the  sad  scene,  n^)  longer  mistress 
of  herself,  she  lihrieked  aloud,  and  sunk, 
down  lifeless  on  the  floor.  Ellen,  uu- 
conscious  of  the  loss  she  had  sustained^ 
and  terrified  to  see  Clara  fall^  ran  to  her 
immediately ;  the  |)Oi)r  girl  knew  not 
what  to  do  to  assist  her^  the  first  impulse 
was  to  try  to  raise  her  head^  which^ 
throwing  herself  down  by  her  side,  she 
did^  and  resting  it  upon  her  lap,  gently 
spoke  to  her^  shedding  tears  of  alarm  and 
sorrow.  Clara's  indisposition^  however^ 
being  occasioned  by  the  extreme  terror  of 
the  moment^  soon  gave  way  to  tl>e  eff'orts 
of  reviving  nature,  and  began  to  show 
syn^ptoms  of  returni.^g  consciousness; 
she  was  in  a  short  time  restored  to  a  per- 
fect recollection  of  what  she  had  just 
witnessed. 

The     little    interesting     being     that 
stood  by  her  side^  her  lace  half  dressed 
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in  smiles  on  seeing  her  recover,  now 
left  friendless  and  alone,  in  an  un pity- 
ing unfeeling  world,  she  looked  at  with 
indescribable  interest  and  emotion,  and 
clasping  the  lovely  orphan  to  ber  bosom, 
wh)  seemed  tbrovvn  upon  her  care 
by  the  iinmediate  hand  of  heaven, 
she  shed  tears,  which  greatly  relieved 
ber.  "  Svvcet  girl,"  said  she,  scarcely 
audible  ;  but  the  child  heard  in  tbe 
sound,  the  voire  of  aif(*ction  and  kind- 
ness, and  involuntarily  returned  the  gen- 
tle pressure  of  Clara's  hand,  which 
held  hers.  We  are,  alas  !  thought 
Clara,  both  orphans  ;  mine  perhaps  ^f 
the  two^  the  more  pitiable  fate,  as 
being  more  immediately  exposed,  in 
the  course  of  events,  I  must  now  lo- k 
forward  to,  to  the  unfeeluii^  scrutiny 
of  strangers,  whilst  tbou,  lovely  blos- 
som, sheltered  by  youth  and  sil  na- 
tion fronuL  notice,  will  be  less  exposed  tO: 
trials. 
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Clara  now  considered  what  she  could 
do,    what  she  ought   to   do,   respecting 
Ellen  ;  a  few  hours  had  thro^^n  hci  into 
a  situation,   strange  and    diiticult,    the 
TQore  she  thought  of  it, with  its  prubal)le 
train  of  consequences,  the  more  she  was 
perplexed     and     distressed  ;    and    how 
could  she  summon  courage  to  afflict  the 
child  by  the  sad  account  of  her  father's 
fate;     for    she    had    perceived,    during 
the  short  time  they  had  passed  together^ 
Aottr^  so   stronj;ly   maiked    by    misfor* 
tune,    possessing    those  gentle  innocent 
attractions,   which  are  so  engagmg,   yet 
she    possessed   a  maturity   of  thought, 
and  genuine  feelmg  that    had   surprised 
her ;    bhe   had    displayed   kind^css   and 
afiVctionate  gratitude ;  her  uhderstand- 
ing    was     evidetitly     good,     and      her 
powers  of  compri'hension  quick  ;  it  was 
evident    the    soil     v\as     excellent,     and 
vaiitcd   nothing    but    proper    and    skii* 
ful     cuitivatu^ii     to    pfoouce,     in    due 
time,     a     ricli     harvest.        The     more 
Ciaia  thou^hi^  ike  mgre  diiiicult  a^d 
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delicate  she  felt  lier  task,  to  awa^ken 
tb(»se  feelings  which  were  the  uingt  sen- 
sihl  viilive  to  sorrow, by  rec(»iinting  the  sad 
tale;  which  it  was,  however,  necessary 
poor  Ellen  should  learn,  that  she  must 
never  more  expect  to  he  greeted  by  an 
aifectionate  father ;  she  paused,  still 
hesitated  Jww  to  begin ;  but  the  day 
had  lung  closed  in  upon  them  ;  she  was 
at  a  considerable  distance  iVom  H — ; 
it  was  a  lonely  road  she  had  to  pass ; 
and  being  seen  walking  without  a  pro* 
tector  at  such  an  hour,  and  on  siicb  aa 
evening  would,  in  a  garrison,  be  likely 
to  give  rise  to  strange  conjectures ;  for 
in  such  places  the  ever  busy  tongue  of 
detraction  reigns  most  despotically,  that 
she  felt  how  necessaiy  it  v\as  to  come 
to  a  ha<«ty  conclu>ion,  and  looking  at 
Ellen,  held  out  her  hand  desirniiic  •''he 
would  come  to  h(;r ;  the  child  w^s  in  aa 
instant  b>  her  side,  and  Clara  putting 
her  aiiu  round  her,  said^ ''  It  is  laie^  and 
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I  cannot  leave  you  here  alone ;  will  yon 
go  with  me,  Ellen,  to  Halifax  ?  or  I 
shall  have  to  walk  there  alone ;  you 
will  not  let  me  do  that,  I  am  sure,  Ellen." 
The  child  hesitated.  ^'  I  have  no  one  at 
home/  Ellen,"  continued  Clara,  with  a 
heavy  sigh,  ''  I  have  lost  my  dearest 
friend ;"  heaven,  said  she,  casting  up 
her  fine  eyes,  "  only  knows,  how  dear 
was  that  friend,  my  father,"  she  faul- 
teringly  pronounced ;  ''  will  you  go  and 
stay  with  mc  a  few  days,  and  be  my 
companion?"  ''If  my  father  would 
let  me,"  replied  the  sweet  little  girk 
''You,  I  dare  say,  have  been  taught 
that  it  is  very  wrong  to 'murmur  and 
distress  ourselves  too  much,  when  it 
pleases  the  Almighty  that  our  friends 
should  be  taken  from  us,"  observtd, 
Clara,  endeavouring  to  command  her 
feelings;  "and  should  it  be  your 
lot  my  dear  little  fi^irl,  to  be  deprived  of 
your  friends — "  Ellen's  features  be^nto 
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reveal  bow  much  she  should  feel  such 
a  deprivation ;  when  looking  earnestly 
at  Clara^  a  kind  of  vague  alarm  spread 
itself  over  her  fine  countenance. 

Clara  rapidly  proceeded :  ''  Even 
your  father^  Ellen,  should  he  no 
more  return  to  you,  you  are  a  good 
chiJd^  I  am  sure,  and  would  endea* 
vour  to  behave  properly^  that  your 
lieavenly  father  might  not  be  dis- 
pleased with  you  ;  come  my  dear  Elleit, 
you  shall  go  home  with  me,  your  father 
will  not  return  to-night/'  said  Clara, 
with  a  degree  of  horror  in  her  counte- 
nance, recollecting  the  awful  scene : 
*'  will  you-*go  with  me,  my  love?*' 
The  child,  with  emotions  f»>r  which 
she  could  not  account,  as  she  did  not  fully 
comprehend  her  fate,  was  too  young  to 
think  and  act  for  herself,  bursting  into 
tears,  sobbed,  ^'  Yen,  madam,  I  will 
not  stay  alone  all  night ;  I  will  go  with 
you,  and  I  will  come  early  in  the  mom- 
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ing  to  see  for  my  father :"  a  gleam  of 
pleasure  brightening  her  tears :  '^  shall 
I  not  ^madam  ?  and  you  will  come  with 
me/'  clinging  closer  to  Clara/*  for  I  shall 
not  like  to  come  by  myself."  Clara  sigh-* 
ed,  and  said^  *'  We  will  come  to  the  cot- 
tage  again^  my  dear^  if  you  wish  it ;  but 
we  must  now  prepare  to  go." 

Clara  determined  upon  this  as  the 
Dfnly  step  which^  so  situated^  she  could 
reconcile  to  her  mind.  Though^  as 
her  affairs  then  were  circumstanced^  it 
was  most  perplexing ;  but  Clara  had 
been  accustomed  to  seek  the  good  of 
others,  rather  than  her  own  advantage; 
and,  as  this  was  the  principle  of 
conduct  she  had  acted  upon  in  her  short 
eventful  journey  through  life,  she  could 
not  think  of  acting  otherwise,  whatever 
the  consequent  inconvenience  might  be  ; 
which  it  was  then  impossible  to  calcu- 
late ;  Ellen  could  not  be  left  without 
a  protector  ;    the  little  neighbourhood 
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Clara  was  wholly  a  stranger  to  ;  she 
did  not  even  know  the  way  to  the  cot- 
tages^ of  which  she  had  heard ;  and 
though  the  child  might  have  led  her 
there,  it  was  too  late  to  seek  them  then : 
uncertain,  too,  whether  it  would  answer 
any  good  purpose,  as  from  Ellen's  ac- 
count, the  poor  woman  who  went  to 
the  fisherman's,  whose  dwelling  she 
had  learnt,  must  be  considerably  more 
than  a  mile  from  Ellen's  home,  in  a 
very  retired  situation,  quite  within  the 
wood,  it  was  impossible  to  think  of  go- 
ing there ;  besides  they  could  not  pro- 
bably have  received  the  child,  and  she 
was  the  only  person  that  appeared  to 
have  been  much  known  to  the  fisher- 
man ;  the  other  neighbours,  might  per- 
haps, plunder  the  cottage  of  its  little 
stores,  she  could  not  Ihiiik  it  right  to 
apply  to  them  for  any  assi-itance,  there 
wab  hut  one  plan  to  be  pursued,  she  de- 
sired Eileu  to  prepare  for  her  walk,  and 
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having;  made  the  little  dwelling  as  secure 
as  she  could^  left  a  line^  sajing  where 
Ellen  might  be  heard  of;  she  locked 
the  door^  and  taking  her  young  charge 
by  the  hand,  they  left  the  fisherman's 
cottage. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


**  Scandal,  a  busy  fiend,  in  truth's  disguise, 
By  fame,  all  covered  oVr  with  ears  and  eyes. 
Learns  the  fond  tale,  and  spreads  it  as  she  flies, 
Nor  spreads  axone,  but  alters,  adds,  defames." 

D0DSL£Y*8   COLLSCXIOir* 


The  road  tbey  had  to  pass  (as  has 
been  before  observed )  was  lonely  ;  the 
distance  was  not  greats  but  the  wind  and 
waves  bearing  the  sound  from  Halifax^ 
warned  Clara  the  hour  of  midnight  was 
fast  approaching^  which  alarmed  her  : 
the  walking  was  rendered  tedious^  and 
aUnost  dangerous^  from  the  quantity  of 
leaves  that  were  fallen^  and  become 
drenched  with  the  rain  :    they  moved 
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slowly  and  cautiously;  lighted  by  the 
moon  which  had  now  risen  in  splendid 
majesty,  whose  trembling  beams  falling 
upon  the  water  which  they   were  ap- 
proaching^ the  calm  serenity  and  fresh- 
ness  by  which  they   were   surrounded^ 
so    different    from    the  scene  they  had 
lately    witnessed^  led   Clara    to    pause 
for  a  moment^  to  contemplate  it  with  a 
silent     melancholy    pleasure.        Thus, 
thought  she^   it  may  perhaps  be  with 
Ellen's  life— a  long  heavy  storm,    pro- 
bably, she  must  encounter,  which  may 
be  succeed  by  as  bright  a  sky,  for  me  ; 
and  she  sighed   deeply;   it  cannot  end 
so— "For  when  will   Spring   visit    the 
mouldering  urn/'     Ah  !  no,  such  caii«> 
not,  cannot  be  my  l\ot ;   but  may  it  be^ 
hers,  gracious  heaven ! 

ElleQ  began  to  recover  her  spirits  it, 
littlc-^happy  period  when  the  mind' 
possesses  this  elasticity — and  addressing 
her  silent,  thoughtful,   companion,  to 
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ask  many  questions  about  her  return  to 
the  cottage,  and  how  her  father  would 
get  in  upon  his  return,  as  they  had  fas* 
tened  the  door ;  she  feared  he  might  be 
obliged  to  stay  in  the  boat  all  nighty  and 
that  he  would  be  angry  with  her  for 
going  away  without  his  having  given 
her  leave.  '^  Though,''  said  she,  re- 
collecting herself,  '^  he  is  never  very  an- 
gry with  me/'  and  the  child  sighed, 
'^  but  then  I  shall  be  so  sorry,  madam,  so 
very  sorry  if  my  poor  farther  can  get  no 
supper." 

Clara  was  beginning  to  say  something 
to  reconcile  Ellen,  to  having  left  the 
cottage,  when,  from  a  turn  in  the  road, 
she  perceived  a  considerable  smoke  risk- 
ing in  that  direction  in  which  the  cot- 
tage stood,  and  must  therefore,  she  was 
convinced,  proceed  from  it:  she  stop- 
ped and  for  a  moment  hesitated  whether 
she  should  return  ;  she  knew  there  was 
no  fire  when  she  quitted  it;  how  could 
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this  circumstance  then  have  happened, 
and  vfho  could  have  entered  it^  in  so 
short  a  time  after  thej  had  left  it  ? 
tfaey  must  have  forced  the 'door.  These 
were  strange  and  distressing  conjec- 
tures ;  for  an  instant  she  almost  thought 
the  fisherman  had  been  miraculously 
preserved  ;  but  gave  up  the  vain  idea — 
she  knewj  from  the  situation  of  the  boat^ 
when  it  was  lost^  and  the  strong  retiring 
current  of  the  tide^  that  he  could  not 
be  washed  on  shore ;  that  was  impossi- 
ble. Her  alarm  and  dismay  was  soon 
considerably  increased  by  the  sound  of 
approaching  footsteps. 

She  had  scarcely  time  to  bid  Eilen 
be  silent^  and  retire  with  her  behind 
some  high  thick  branches  of  underwood. 
They  had  just  passed^  when  the  war- 
like form  of  an  Indian  rushed  precipi^ 
tately  across  the  path  they  were  pur- 
suing to  wards  Hr— •  Clara  watched 
biro  in  breathless  silence ;   gently  bend- 
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in^  forMnard  i^pdn  the  branches/ through 
•\whose  top-miost  boughs/  by  the  moon 
beams  whicli  fell  upon  him  as  be  paissed^. 
she  observed  a  most  ferocious  counte- 
nance^  in  whoie  dleep  lines^  mtiVder  wks 
^written  in  legible  characters  ;  'and  lie 
Avas  evidently  intoxicated.     He  carried 
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in  his  hand  a  large  tomahawk,  and  the 
cotering  he  vrore^  was  stained  with 
.:blobd  ;  she  was  certain  from  his  figure 
and  appearance^  he  was  not  one  of 
the  Esquimaux,  (who  are  not  now  at 
all  dreaded  by  the  rnBabitants^ .  being 
generally  very*  mofferisivei  and  tract- 
able in  their  conduct^  indeed  ihey  are  a 
very  inconsiderable  tribe,  and  not  form- 
ed) like  terrific  beings,  as  ha  general 
their  .stature  is  diminutive;  a  dwindled 
Tagrant  race ;  their  complexion  a  dingy 
copper;  their  hair  black  and  straight; 
neither  their  features^  or  the  expres- 
sion of  their  ^ountenaivce>  possesses 
any   thing,  pleasing,  except  sometimes 


27 

aiDongs^.tlie  young  girla  or  very  young 
wpjnen^  you   meet  with   a  few  rather"^ 
pretty  faces  :  all  have  very,  white  teeth, 
;  perbs^pi  p wing,  to  a  gjum  which  they  are 
copstantly  chewipg.     But  the  VDidiiight. 
strfiDger's  .terror-striking  Tor m,  was  ^  in- 
deed a  subjecjt .  of  dismay ;   afraid   to 
proceed,  yet. dreading  to  continue  in  ^a 
situation^  if  discovered,  so  fraught  wi^h 
dangefjr  .Chura.kmew  not  on  what  to  de^ 
termine.     ShC'iiaw:    dijstingutsbed   the 
noise  of  rudc^,  riotops  mirth,  as  from  the 
cottage ;  aqd  listening  attentively,  dis- 
covered it  was  the  war  whoop  she  beard. 
What  could  be  done;  she  paused  for  a 
considerable  time,   when,    finding    the 
noise  stationary,  and  that  no  one  seemed 
to  be  ajpproachipg  their  place  of  con- 
cealment^ she  whispered,  to  Ellen  to  fol- 
low  hf r  softly, ,  and  moved    forward 
witEi  a.  tottering*,   trembling  step,  look<« 
ing  round   e^ery  minute,   alarmed   by 
the  rustling  of  the  long  branches,  which. 
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iu  passing,  they  moved,  fearing  they 
were  pursued;' or  any  one  being  neAr 
that  might  betray  them. 
'  Happily,  however,  they  proceeded 
wfthoul  molestation  to  the  great  public 
road,  which  leads  to  HalifiSix ; .  when  a 
new  difficulty  occurred  :  how  should 
they  pass  the  sentinels  without  being 
observed,  and  perhaps,  in  consequence, 
an  unpleasant  detention  ^  the  officers  on 
clu(y  might  be  going  Ihe  rounds ;  they 
must  certainly  be  discovered. 

Clara  stopped,    feeling  this  last  diffi- 
culty superior   to   any  of  the   former; 
for  she  knew  ihe\dark  mysterious  sayings 
that  would  issue  from   many   a   mouth, 
who,    like   Shakespeare's  smith,   stand 
ga])ing  most  greedily  to  suck  in   news, 
particularly  of  the  '  scandaloiis  descrip 
tibn ;    and  her   strange   appearance  a' 
such  an  hour,  seemed  almost  .to  justif 
condemnation  at  the  shrine  of  scandal 
and    when  strongly  deceptive,  appea 
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ances  seem  io  give  a  colour  to  a  natural 
propensity  to  malevolence^  virtue  her- 
se\f  must  bleed  before  the  remorseless 
beings  who  enjoy  it. 

'  Most  unfortunately  for  Clara>  her- 
neighbours  had  long  flourished  in  the 
first  line  of  detraction.  ''  M'hat  .am  I 
to  the.  world ;  why  this  extreme  anxiety 
about  its  opinion  of  a  poor  isolated  being 
like  myself r*  for  a  moment  occurred^, 
but  soon  waii  banished ;  '*  do  I  owe 
nothing  to  soci^ty^^  to  the  memory  of 
those  friends  once  so  dear  ?  shall  the 
thoughtless  youthful  votary  of  dissipa- 
tion plead  the  example  of  one  whom^ 
perhaps^  she  may  have  heard  stood  high 
in  the  opinion,  of  many>   Ihough,    at   a 
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veri/  early  period,  deprived  of  a  uio- 
ther's  trembling  solicitude  and  example; 
the  world  might  censure  a  young  crea- 
ture, as  readily  the  attentions  that  were 
but  too  constantly  offered  ;  such  were 
the  reflections  that,  in  spite  of  herself. 
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woold  obtruiSe. — ^Unfortunate  Clara  ?— 
already  the  victim  of  tiiose  \vho '  c6uld 
jiot^  forgive,  of  beings,  jealous  and-  en- 
vious of'tby  growing  excellence'!    She 
bad  from  the  thoughtless  gaiety  of  ex^ 
treme  youth/  and  a  natural  ^sttoHg;  iriense 
of  the  judicrous,  with  petbaips  a  dash'  of 
sdtire  indulgeniie;  of'  which  she'  could 
not,  to  her  more  ripened' judgment  and' 
refined  gentleness  justify ;  but  Ae  siis*' 
pected'not;  that,  in  some  bosortis,  ranf*' 
coroii^   resentment,   once  bwakfenedj  'is 
like  the  worm  that  nevef  dies,  an.d  that' 
no  acknowledgment  of  wrong,  no  pro- 
per humiliation  of  yourself  for  having 
offended^  extinguishes  the  hortid^fliame, 
\vhich,  lighted  by  the  demon  o(  revenge, 
burns  for  ever. 

'  •  With  quickened  step  they  entered 
Halifax,  where,  not  above  a  street  or 
two  from  the  outskirts  of  the  town, 
stood  Miss  fi'itzherbert's  habitation,  and 
not  far  from  thence  the  guard-house; 
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they  had  just  passed  the  seDtine}^  who . 
merelj  called  out^  ''Who  goes  ther«  ?'* 
to  which  Clara  making  the  proper  re- 
ply^ he  suffered  them^  without  troubling 
hjipself  further^  to  pass. 

TJiey  h;^  nearly  reached  the  doqr  x>f 
he;^  habitfition^ ,  when  she  heard  the 
eomd  of  ycjicea  approaching^  and.gaia- 
ing  rapidjy  m)on  them  ;  she  doubted 
not  their  beings  mUitary^  which  in  fact 
tbey  wjEtre^  J^ipfLttyp^  soldier^^  ^ith  the 
oiQB^cer  9P  4uty,  ajpxived^at  the  steps  of 
her  doQi*.  Clara  hastily  sprung  up^hd 
pull.edthe\bell,  which  rang  violently; 
thus,  in  the  hurry  of  the.  mornent,  to 
avoid  iHe. obsecration  she  so  much  dread* 
ed,  drew  it  immediately  upon  herself. 
Her.servaijt  direcUy.  opencjd  the  door; 
the.  Miss;  M[Fadger^  were  alarmed  ;  up 
flew  their  witidow?,  attention  upon  tl\e 
tip-toe  of  expectation.  The  officers  stop- 
ped f^  mofiieaf^  qufs^  of  then)  exclaimi;ig> 
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'^  Good  Heavens  !  is  it  possible  ;  I  see 
Miss  Fitzherbert  unattended  at  this  uu- 
seasonable  hour  ?''  Faitb^  Montague 
bad  reason  to  doubts  and  bere^  as  he 
had  nearly  passed  tbeoi^  the  melancholy 
lingering  sound  dyed  on  distance;  but . 
the  name  of  Montague^  in  tones  vi^hich, 
though  familiar,  she  could  not  ascertain^ 
had  struck  her  ear,  and  just  then  ivas 
too  much  for  her,  she  tottered  to  a  chair 
and  fainted.  Happy  insensibility,  as 
with  returning  life,  feturning^  feeling,  * 
quickened  to  a  degree  of  anguish,  by 
the  repetition  of  the  name  of  Montague^ 
joined  with  her  own,  evidently  repeated 
with  disapprobation  she  could  scarcely 
endure. 

What  they  had  witnessed  of  this  scene 
was  not  lost,  upon  the  Miss  M^Fadgers, 
for  though,  as  the  officer  advanced,  they 
had  to  he  sure,  drawn  in  their  heads  from 
the  windows,  yet  they  still  continued  tO' 
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hear  all  be  said.  ^'  Was  it  tlieo  Clara," 
said  Miss  Gertrude^  y  tliat  went  in  at 
tbis  time-?"  *' Yes/'  said  Miss  Gattjr> 
'^  and  some  one  with  her^  I  will  be  sworn> 
for  Iheard  ber  say  in  a  whisper>come  in^ 
come  io^  and  the  door  was  hastily  closed 
by  Hannah.  I  anvsure  1  wish  to  think 
-of  her  as  charitably  as  possible,  but  qom- ' 
moo  .  decorum  forbids  even  charity  to 
tolerate  such  outrages."  *'  Who  cotdd 
it  be?"  s^d  her  sister,  '^  Some  rake  of 
an  officer,  no  doubt/"  replied  the  other, 
'*  for  who  else  is  there,  you  know— ^but 
Barbara  ^all  ask  Hannah  to-morrow,  if 
she  was  out  last~  night  ;  but  it  is  plaia 
enough— ^only,  lam  sure  I  don't  want  to 
be  ilUnatuced ;  had  Clara  but  possessed 
recollection  sufficient  at  that  time  to  feel 
the  necessity  of  proceeding  calmly,  and 
with  as  little  hurry  as  possible",  she  might 
have   entered   her 'house  wholly   unab- 

c  b 
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served^  and  escaped  those  bitter  animad- 
yersions  wbich  she  did  not  deserve. 

Few  alas  !  "jlossess-  much  composure 
when  they  most  want  it  ;  that  presence 
of  mind  so  useful^  so  desirable^  perliaps 
innocence,  most  anxious  to  avoid  suspi^  - 
cion,  is  most  likely  to  incur  it;  guilt, 
not  unfrequently,  for  the  mortienf/  in- 
creases  courage/ as  we  not  uncommonly 
meet  with  a  degree  of  unblushing  bold-  . 
ness  in  the  culpable,  which  the  con- 
sciousfiess  of  innQcence  eaniibt  si^pply 
the  overwhelining  idea  of  being  an  ob- 
ject  of  suspicion,  produces  that  ^imidity- 
which  should  alone  attach  itself  to  guilt; 
Happy  is  it,  wheb  the  tinges  of  shame, 
stain  the  cheek  of  the  culprit ;  >zei?^ 
may  they,  by  harsh ,  condemnihg,  be 
driven  away,  but  cherished,  as  (charity 
bids  us  hope  they  are)  the  harbingers  of 
remorse,  and  repentance. 

Clara  sadly  regretted,  when  too  late. 
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hoc  ytwp^  of  ^jrudent  prpjpautioq,  which 
had  thus  le.4  he§:  to  jr.ttsb  upoq  the  .very 
dafiger  she /wa^s,. seeking  fho^t  anxiously  ^ 
to.  averts  S^e  ifiform^^  ^annab^  ,in  a 
few  words,  all  that  was  necessary  she 
should  be  acquainted  with,  to  account 
for  her  absence  and  Ellen's  returning^ 
vfitp  her  ;  and  then  desiring  her  to  bring . 
in  some  refreshment^  and  prepare  a  bed 
for  Ellen,  she  bid  her  young  charge  wel- 
coaie,  for  the  offices  of  courtse^  and 
gentle  humanity  was  never  so^lost  in 
self^  as  long  to  forget.  Hannah  soon 
returned^  and  a  shor^  time  after^  being 
told  by  this  faithful  attendant,  that  their 
apartments  were  prepared^- Clara  took 
the  child's  hand  and  led  her  through  the 
room,  she  herself  occupied,  into  a  small 
dressing  room,  which  she  told  her  was 
to  be  hers,  and  ^, affectionately  bidding 
her  good  night,  she  retired  into  her  own 
apartment,  where,  after  reflecting  upon 
the  mercies  she  still  enjoyed^  and   the 
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supreme  pleasure  of  having  rescued  an 
unprotected  being  from  distress^  retired 
to  bed,  and  for^a  few  hours  nature  sunk 
into  that  repose  Mrhich  succeeds  extreme 
exertion. 


^ 
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CHAPTER  III. 


**Bat  ah  !   pale  sicknest  calb  thy  friend  away. 
For  me  do  more  the  yernal  roses  bloom, 

I  see  stern  fate  its  ebon  wand  display. 
And  paint  the  wither'd  regions  of  the  tomb." 

Sbbhitovs. 


The  next  morning  at  the  usual  hour, 
Hannah  entered  Clara's  room^  who  did 
not  at  first  perceive  her,  lost  in  reflect- 
ing upon  the  late  e\'&nts,  and  the  situa- 
tion in  which  she  was  now  placed ; 
awakened  from  her  reverie,  she  hid  her 
go  and  see  if  Ellen  was  asleep.  Han- 
nab,  moving  softly,  opened  thc^door. 
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andVpproached  the  bed  where  Ellen^ 
undisturbed  by  care,  or  any  painful 
id'Ca,  lay,  eiyoying  the  sweets  of  repose  ; 
returning,  she  informed  her  mistress  that 
the  dear  child  was  fast  asleep,  and  look- 
ing for  all  the  world  like  a  little  angol. 
*'  Sweet  be  her  slumfiers,"  ejaculated 
Clara;    ^' do  not  disturb  \i9C,   Hannah^   . 

but  go  down  aiid  prepare  breakfast/' 

.'.■•- 

Clara  then  bggan  tp  <  dress ;  she  fell; 
herself  weak  a.nd  feeble,  knd  how  much 
the  exertion  of  the  preceding  day  had. 
cost  her.  Ellen  she  found  still  alept ; 
when  pale  and  unrefresfaed.  Miss  Fitz- 
herbert  descended  into  the  parlour/ 
where. the  faithful  Hannah  waited  ready 
to  attend  her  mistress.       . 

This  worthy,  dpmestie  had   lived  in  . 
the  family  for  several  year's,   and   wa»  • 
warmly 'attached  to   Clara.      She   had 
been  Mr.  Fitzherbert's  nurse    with  his 
daughter,  in  his  last  illness>  and  entered 
With  ^  warmThearted^  bQnest  jsimplicitj:  : 
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ioio  all  she  knew  of  their  donfcerns ;  .she 
was  iu'  itujLh  a  treasure  ;  she  saw  rwitb^ 
concern  Clara's  wan  looks,  and   exerted 
herself  to  make  every  fbmg  look  cheer-' 
ful  and  comfortable. 

Clara,  'grateful  for  her  attentive  kind-> 
ness,  endeavoured  to  be  cheerful^  which 
tbe  £iithful  creature  observing,  sbid^^ 
^^  Dear  hearty  thiis  19  ^ad  work;  do^ 
Miss 'Clara^  let  me  go  and  fetch  the  doc- 
tor^ f#r. you  are^not  well.  V  ' 

Clara  said  she  had  suffered  from  over: 
fatigue,    and  -that  a    little v  rest,    she 
lioped,.  would   restore    her;      Hannah 
shook   her   head,   as  she  turned  away: 
from  looking  at  her  .'mistress,   but  said' 
she  hoped  it  might  be  so.  Should  she  go 
and  see' if  the  little  girl  was  asleep  yet. 
Clara  told  her  she  might ;  and  going  im- 
mediately, she  found  Ellen  just  awake^ 
looking  round  bei:  apartment   in  which; 
every  thing  was  new  and  strange  to  ber^ 
so  very  difQerent  to  whfit  sh^  had  been  ^ 
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accustomed^  that  at  first  almost  lost  in 
wonder^  she  scarcely  recollected  where 
she  was ;  but  when  Hannah  went  in^ 
she  eagerly  inquired  where  the  lady 
was^  that  was  so  good  to  her>  and  got  up 
directly  to  go  to  her.  Ellen's  dress  was 
soon  completed  ;  and  Hannah  then  took 
her  hand  and  led  her  to  Clara^  full  of 
life  with  restored  spirits  ^  she  was  spring- 
ing forwards  towards  Miss  Fitzherbert, 
but  checked  by  native  modesty^  drew 
back^  till  the  encouraging  smile  again 
drew  the  sweet  girl  to  her  side ;  she 
spoke  kindly»>«telling  her  to  draw  a  chair 
to  the  table,  and  sit  down  by  her^  and 
when  she  had  breakfasted^  she  wished 
to  make  some  enquiries  of  her. 

When  she  was  speaking,  Ellen's  eyes 
were  fixed  on  her,  and  a  look  of  concern 
stole  over  her  expressive  countenance, 
observing  Clara,  whose  indisposition  was 
too  evident  to  escape  even  the  notice  of 
ihe  child.     All  Clara  could  gather  from 
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any  information  that  Ellen  coufd  afford 
her,  respecting  herself  and  her  connec* 
tionsj  amounted  to  no  more  than  the 
following :  That  her  father  was  called 
Jaques  Dubois. ;  he  seldom  had  any  in* 
tercourse  with  the  neighbouring  cot- 
tagers; '  that  he  used,  in  tbe  summer 
season,  to  take  her  occasionally  oyer  to 
the  islands,  where  two  or  three  families^ 
Sprung  from  the  old  stock  of  tbe  French 
inhabitants,  had  settled. -^  '  .    : 

About  (hat  period,  Clara  found,  when  . 
it  was  said,  that  the  cruel  policy  of  aa 
unnecessary  caution,  at  the  time  the 
province  was  annexed  to  tbe  British  do- 
minions, separated  the  wife  from  the 
husband,  tbe  father  from  his  children, 
nex<^  again  to  be  re- united, 

Clara  dropped  a  tear  on  the  retro- 
spection. The  sad  idea  of  inflicting 
such  lasting,  beart*rending  misery,  un- 
der the  pica  of  obeying  the  dictates  of 
prudence,  and  thanked  Heaven  that^Ae 
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bad  nd  stain  of  'such /feep  crioisoa  upon 
Irer  conscience  to  answer  for  ;  which 
woiild;;  like  Ladj  , Macbeth rsr  sleeping 
visions;  indeed;  /*  hare  murdered  sleep^" 
firitilj  persuaded  as  she*,  ^as^  ^^  not,  all 
the  water iiin*'  the  riocean  ^  could  :hwe 
wasbedaway  the  fbuirstai^.f-  9hi&,had 
neVer  understood  that  this  harsh  man- 
date' was  dictated  by  the  parent  state  ; 
on'  the  contiiary;  that  it  >  ^a9  the  sola 
act  and  deed  of  those- petty!tyrfiQts;.:ta 
wiiotu'  aut^dtity  hftd  .heenf  dielegated^ 
so  'much  to  hi  dreads  'wbeq»  the  ap- 
peal  is  distant  .  •  ■) 

And  indited  *  what  ft'ppeal  oou-ld  an 
inconsidecabie  number  of  individuals^ 
withoLiit:)vaBk^  .without  ricbies^  with- 
out connexiona,'  have,  made i:  .to  whom 
could  they  ha'^e  applied?  > who  would 
have  lent  the  ready  ear,  or  given  them- 
selves  any  trouble  ia  investigate  the 
truth  of  their  simpleii^*  piteous  tale? 
Alas  !   no  one.     Of  ^bat  infinatecon- 
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seqiience  is  it  t)ien/ thought  Clara,  to 
be  y^eUaequainted^'bioth  with  the  wU^ 
doin  and  worth  of  those  intrusted  with 
poWer  ;  but  I  will  think  nd  more  of  it, 
said  she  with-  a^igh^  arising  from 
nhingled  piCy  add  dissflitiifadtion/ 
'  I  will  hope'  that  tfamigfa  ibis  '^coani 
niigM  havW iti  fouhdatiah^fact; oir- 
etiinfiltaiiccii  ha$  becin  •  greatly  exagK 
gerat^d.  'Ellen  toldhdt  thai  the'  peo- 
]Ae  they  wentiio'  ti^t;  shebeliefedt'wteff 
rishitibiis  ^f'ber  father's?  that  ^e  hkd 
not  b^n  there  lor  a  great  while,- some 
of  them  were  dead  since,  arid  others 
niarried  ftnd  *  gone  away,  that'  the  Idst 
time  sh<3'  was  there,  it  ivas  td  be  pre-^ 
sent  '^f  a  W^dihg ;  that  the  bi^ide  aiid 
her  sister,  arid  three  or  four  relationsi 
besides^  went  to  live  a  great  way  off; 
she  had  forgot  the  name  of  the  place, 
^be  strangers  they  went  with,  had 
given  her  a' great'  many  ■  pretty  things ; 
she  liked  them  very  much  ;  they*  were 
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very  merry^  aad  so  good  tempered^ 
and  talked  to' her.  a  great  deaU  and 
asked  her  what  was  her  name^  and  she 
told  them  Ellen  Dubois  ;  but  her 
father^  -who  just  came  in,  said  no,  jna 
Ellen  only/  that  is  enough  ;  and.  then 
he  whispered  something  to  the  strap- 
gets  ;  she  did  not  hear  what  it  was  r 
She  wished  her  father  would  have 
gone  along  yvith  them>  and  taken  her. 
with  him,,  they  were  90  kind..  I  will, 
shew  you  the  pfetty  things  they  gave 
me,  when  we  go  back  to  my  home, 
madam,  said  the  child.  ■ 

Clara  was  much  struck  by  what  the 
little  girl  told  her,  respecting  her 
father's  having  said,  no^  no^  not  Dubois, 
but  Ellen  only.  ThU  flight  be  to  jest> 
she  thought,  with  the  child,  but  then 
his  speaking  to  them  immediately  in  a 
low  voice,  something  that,  it  appeared, 
he  did  not  wish  her  to  hear,  was  ceHainr 
ly  serious.     ■ 
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Occupied  by  the  strdngert  and  her 
play-things^  was  perhaps  the  reason  ihe 
did  not  hear  what  he  taid  ;  it  was  plain 
she  had  remarked  the  circamfttaoee  at 
the  time^  otherwise  she  would  not  hare 
Tecollected  it  no  long  after.  fiverj 
thing  ^as,  however^  envelop^  in  mys- 
tery ;  there  cestainly  was  something  in 
EHen's  appearance  that  had  struck  her 
from  the  first  moment  she  saw  her,  as 
being  saperior*(^t4ie  situation  in  which 
she  found  her. 

Clara  was  not  accustomed  to  think 
beaaty  and  intellect,  nor  even  '^a  native 
grace,"  confined  to  situations  of  rank  and 
distinction, — she  knew 
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Full  many  a  flower  is  born  to  blush  unseen # 
And  waste  its  sweetness  on  the  desert  air. 


The  whole  oCher  life,  which  she  bad 
any  recollection,  had  been  passed  with 
faer  reputed  father  at  the  cottage. 
A    "  good    morrow,    friend,'* ,  to   his 
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Diigfabouri^^-  or  sending  his  fish  \fy^  one 
dftheiB  to  dispogb  of>  .being  si)  the  in- 
tetcourse,^  tke^/  knc^w  nothing:  of  hini ; 
iieseldom  weAt  to  Halifatx^  and  appeared 
to 'have;  no  acquaintance  there.;  ^His 
wife——: — ^——^ unknowing  and- un- 
known they  liad  livedo  and  Clapa  fpund 
l^erself  nearly  as  much  in  the  dar^fL  as 
wheli  she  begtin  her  inquiries^  with  little 
probability  of  discovering  any  cjianpelin 
whieh  she  could  leasrji  inprej  if  any  itjhing 
was  to  be  learnt.  ' 

This  'might  be  the  whole  of  their 
simple  story ;  she  d'etermined,  however^ 
upon  fidfding  her  indisposition  gaining 
ground^  to  send  for  l^r.'Sauritz^  a  gen- 
tleman whom  she  bad  had  occasion  to. 
consult  in  the  settlement  of  her  own  af- 
fairs^ and  make  him  acquainted  with' the 
circifmslancesj  as  the  little,  property  at 
the  cottage  she  wished  to  have  disposed 
of  for  Eliza's  advantage^  if  he  advised  it» 
She  knew  bini  to  be  a  man  of  ^ense  and 
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integrity^  in  the  professional  line,  M^here 
he  had  gained  the  honourable  appellation 
of  the  Iione^^  attpr^y^and  she  i^as  desir- 
ous of  conversing  vritH  him  on  the  suject. 


.  t 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


"  The  feeling  for  another's  woe» 
Th*  unfeeling  for  his  own  I" 


Hannah  was  accordingly  dispatched 
with  Clara's  xompliments  to  the  family/ 
and  a  note  to  Mr.  Sauritz ;  the  message 
returned^  delivered  by  a  servant  was^ 
that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sauritz  and  family- 
were  gone  from  home  for  some  days, 
and  she  did  not  know  vvhen  they  would 
come  back,  it  was  quite  uncertain. 
Hannah,  however,  as  desired,  left  the 
note,  and  returned  home  to  acquaint 
her  mistress  with  the.  particulars  ;  Ae 
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found  Clara^  during  ber  absence^  grown 
much  worse ;  and  forgetting,  in  her 
concern^  everj  thing  else,  could  not  help 
exclaiming,  ^' You   look   sadlj;    pray 

• 

do  let  roe  run  and  fetch  the  doctor, 
madam."  Clara,  with  a  faint  smile 
said,  ''  Tell  me  first,  good  Hannah, 
what  you  h^ve  to  say  ahout  Mr. 
Sauritz  ;  when  I  am  to  see  him,  and  how 
they  all  are,  and  then  I  will  no  longer 
oppose  your  going  to  beg  Mr.  Mars* 
land  will  come  over,  when  he  is  at 
liberty.  Hannah  quickly  gave  the  ac- 
count already  recited,  and  was  then 
hurraing  away  as  fast  as  possible  to 
fetch  Mr.  Marsland.  ''Stop,  Hannah," 
cried  Clara,  yet  gratified  to  find  there 
was  still  out  being  left  whom  she  knew 
so  sincerely  anxious  for  her,''  be  sure  not 
to  alarm  the  family  ;  say  I  am  slightly 
indisposed  with  a  cold  and  over  fa- 
tigue." "Yes,  -madam,  pray  heaven 
that  may  be  all.  Miss  Clara,''  she  said 
VOL  I.    -  D  ' 
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u  fbe  faitefd  >««▼  iar  tfae 
wbn  fhe  dc*ifcd  vooU  eomit  as 

M   be    fctenwdy    aod,  forscttBg 
■Hf«reis*i  direction,  addcd^  Mi»  Fi 
licrbcrt  vms    verj    ill^    lad    die 
sore  ftood    in  seed    of   iome    ■ 
&rcc^.     Poor   Eikn    had   felt 
dbappoiated,    whea    sbe    fooad 
askiqg  Clam  io  the  earl j   part  of  Uk 
moming-,  if  (bej  isiere  to  go  to  the  cot- 
tage sooa,  ^'  not  that  dmj,   perhapt  «be 
woold  either  go  there  herself^"  Chnt 
taid^  or  would  endeavour  to  tend  a  pca^ 
per  person  with  her  in.  a  day  or  two  ; 
''and   joa  know,  Eilen,  that  i  .left  a 
direction  where  to  inquire  for  jou,  bo^  ' 
fore  we  came  awaj/'     Clara  had   writ- 
ten one  with  her  pencil  upon  a  leaf  of 
her  pocket-book^    and  after    folding  it^ 
had  written  on  the  outside  in  large  cha* 
Tucters^  to  be  opened  immediately,  and 
pu»hed  it  half  under   the.  door.     This 
Kecnied  to  reconcile  Ellen  in  some  mea* 
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s«re  to  the  disappointment ;  and  Clara 
hoped  in  ibis  ^ay  by  degreet  to  weaa 
ikift  thoughu  of  4)er  protegee  from  that 
home^  after  which  her  young  hear^ 
fondly  yearned  ;  and  that^  when  more 
used  to  her  nevr  flituatioo^  she  would 
the  better  hear  the  melaocholy  account 
of  her  father's  fate. 

The  day  passed  but  drearily ;    Mr. 
Marslaod    "was    detained    abroad    till 
evening;  at  which  tim^,  upon  his  rer 
tpro/  the  message  left  by  the  impatient 
Hannah^   was  delivered   to  him.     The 
good  creature  had  also   been  over  two 
or  three  times  in  the  course  of  the   day^ 
to  ask  if  he  was  come  home ;  this  he 
was  also  informed  of,  which  Clara  did 
not  know,  tillupon  hastening  over  to  her. 
As  soon  as  he  got  home,  he  told  her   he 
was  happy  to  see  her  well  enough  to  sit 
up  ;  he  feared   he  should   have   found 
her  in  bed ;  that  he  was  very  sorry  it 
had  so  happened  she  had  to  send  so  of- 
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ten  ;  Clara  looked  surprised^  tfut  that 
he  bad  been  unexpectedly  detained  froni 
home  by  an  accident  which  be  had  hap« 
pened  to  witness. 

•'And  now,  madam/'  said  he,  "it 
is  high  time  to  inquire  into  your  india* 
position  ;  I  expected  to  have  found  ybu 
in  your  own  apartment^  wher^e  perbajte^ 
you  o%i^t  to  have  been/'  rising  at  the 
same  time  to  take  her  hand^  and  then 
looking  more  attentively  at  her  counte- 
nance  as  he  approached  her,  which,  she 
did  not  observe^  nor  tl)«  change  in  his, 
as  he  counted  her  pulse,  for  she  was 
taking  that  opportunity  of  informing 
him.  that  it  was  her  servant -s  kind  offici- 
ousness^  unknown  to  her,  which  led  her 
to  his  house  so  often  to  inquire  for  him. 

"You  have  been  a  witness  doctor,'* 
said  Clara,  "to  the  goodness  of  poor 
Hannah's  heart?"  "I  have/'  said  he, 
hastily  interrupting  her,  as  be  knew 
Clara  alluded  to  the  attention  shewn  by 
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lUa  faithful  domestic^  to  her  father  dur- 
ing his  illoes.s ;  '^jou  must  keep  very 
^uiet  at  present ;  1  shall  order  you  to 
bed  directly^  and  send  you  over,  vi^hat.  is 
proper  for  you  to  take  ;  ieind  shall  ci^tl 
again  in  the  course  of  an*  hour  or  two, 
to  see  that  you  have  been. obedient^  aod 
I  hope  soon  to  see  you  well>  though  not 
doctor  like«  for  you  kn'ow^  madam,  M^e 
are  always  supposed  to  make  the  most 
9f  tbing^j  that  \ve  ii^y  have  greater  me* 
ritiotbi^  cure.  A  grateful  tear  trem'- 
bl^  in  Clara's  eye,  at  the  recolleefion 
of  bis  past  kindness^  and  present  friendly 
attention  ;  he  was  then  going,  bidding 
her  farewcl  for  the  present,  when  Ellen, 
impatient  to  see  her  dear  Miss  Fitzher- 
bert,  opened  the  door,  but  stopped ; 
however,  upon  Clarj?,'s  calling  her  to 
come  in,  she  was  soon  by  her  side, 
the  doctor  calling  out,  "  Ah  !  who 
have  we  here  f"  Clara  was  beginning 
to  say  something  of  the  occurrences  of 
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the  preeediog  day^  by  way  6(  inirodb- 
eing  Elieo^  but  be  stopped  ber  shorty 
Sayings  *'  Yes,  y^s,  I  have  beard  of 
li;  you  sball  tell  roe  more  another 
tittle ;  you  know  we  doctors  alwayt 
Ifke^  when  with  our  patients,  to  be  th# 
Ahief  talkers^  and  we  must  have  it  our 
^wn  way^  so  at^  present  I  forbid  ]rdU# 
speaking  more  than  is .  tiece8sary*-^i;re«' 
l^eh  tril  I  see  you  again;"  thenturnitti^ 
to  Ellen,  with  whom  be  shook  handt, 
be  asked  ber,  *'  Are  you  a  good  nurse  f*^ 
iityrog  whicb>  be  bowed  and  left  tbeli. 
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CHAPTER    V. 


''Itemairaiishineof  the  spotleif  niind» 
Akcb  prajTcr  accepted^  aad  each  with  rettgn'd  t" 

Pori. 


The  door    was    scarcety    closed^  ere 

£llen,    stealing  up  to    Clara^    gently 

touched  her  faand^  which  she  had  not 

courage  to  take^  and   said  in  a  whis* 

per,    "Are    you  very  ill,  madam  ?" 

looking  earnestly  at  Clara  ;  *^  Hannah 

flays   I  must  be   very  quiet,  or  I  shall 

make    you   worse."      '*  No,   my   good 

little   girl,"    said  Clara,  "not  very  ill 

I  hope  ;  jou   must   desire  Hannah  to 

take    you  to   bed«    Ellen,    it    is   time 
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you   should    go."      "  Oh  1      no,   ma- ' 
dam,   let  me, — my   mother/' — said  she 
in  a  low   voice,    "  my    dear   mother,"  ' 

about    v^'hom    she    appeared    thinking 
earnestly   at  the  moment.     '^  What  of 
your   mother,  -my    dear  ?'*     inquired- 
Clara  ;    "  what  were  you  thinking  of 
just  now  ?''     ''  I.  was    thinking,    ma* 
dam,"   said    Ellen,   /'  that    I   used   to 
wait  upon  my  mother,  and  sit  by  her 
bed-side    when   she   was  ill^  and   give 
her  physic  that  the  doctor  sent ;  and 
ihen    I     knelt     down     and    said    my 
prayers,   and  then  she  told   me   T  was 
a  good  child — and  will  not  you  let  me 
wait   upon  you,  madam  ?    pray  do  let 
me  help  Hannah,  indeed  I  will  be  very 
still  and  quiet.     '^  Yes,  my  dear,"  said 
Clara,    '^  you  shall  to-uiorrow,  but  not 
to-night.     Ellen,  you  must  now  prepare 
for  bed/' 

Clara    then    with  great   Fatisfacfion 
'  listened   to   the   little    prayer,     whicb^ 
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kneeling  dawn  unbidden,  she  repeated 
^ith  great  seriousness  au^  attention^ 
as  -with  Ellen^  this  had  always  been 
a  pcepara;tion  for  bed,  when  implor- 
ing a  blessing  on  .her  father.  Clara's 
eje  dropped  a  tear  for  the  lovely 
orphan,  in  supplications  for  her  kind 
frieods.  Ellen  turned  inToluntarily 
towards  Clara,  to .  whom,  rising,  she 
bid  good  night,  which,  with  an  af- 
fectionate kiss,  was  returned  by  Miss 
Fitzherbert.  Interesting  little  crea- 
ture!  thought  Clara,  as  she  saw  her 
depart,  would  that  I  could  ward 
every  care  from  thy  bosom  !  as  I  trust 
that  thou  raayest  soften  many  of  mine  ; 
we  will,  however,  if  my.  life  is  con- 
tinued, buffet  the  storm  together> 
and  will  also  gratefully  enjoy  the 
sunshine. 

Her  meditations  were  soon  inter- 
rupted  by  Hannah's  entrance  with 
what  Mr.  Marsland  had    sent;  Clara 
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then  retired  to  heA,  nvhere  the  had 
not  been  long,  v/heu  the  doctor  paid 
her  a  second  Tisit,  and  ¥ras  mlich 
Concerned  to  find  she  had  every  symp- 
tom of  a  ferer.  He  told  tiattnah 
her  mistress  M^as  worse  he  found  than 
he  first  apprehended.  "  Ah  !  I  knew 
it,  sir^  I  knew  it,''  said  the  faithful 
girl,  '^  but  this  was  .  always  the  ^ay 
with  Miss  Fitzherbert,  she  never  gitea 
up  till  {he  last,  and  so  it  is  that 
she  makes  herself  worse ;  but  Mist 
Clara,  as  I  calls  her,  knowing  lier  so 
long,  is  not  very  bad,  I  hope  you  do  not 
think  she  is  very  bad,  sir  ? 

''  I  am  sure  I  will  do  my  very  best 
for  her,  she  is  a  sweet  dear  creature^ 
and  I  would  serve  her  upon  my  hands 
and  knees  till  the  very  last,''  wiping  her 
eyes,  with  the  corner  of  her  apron  ; 
^  what  must  I  do  for  her,  sir  t  my 
poor  dear  mistress,  I  knew  shfe  was 
very  bad."    "  No,  no,"  said  Mr.  Mars- 


69 

land,  ''  not  tery  bad  I  hope/'  tbea  tell- 
ing Hannah  to  give  her  the  medicine 
regularly^  and  recommendiDg  above  all 
things  that  she  should  be  kept  quiet^ 
and  not  suffered  to  fatigue' herself  with 
talking^  he  went  away^  saying  ^he 
ahould. call. early  in  the  morning. 

Clara  had^never  known  much  of  this 
good  apothecary^  they  are  all  dubbed 
doctors  in  small  towns^  but  in  fact  he 
could  claim  no  higher  distinction 
amongst  the  sons  of  Galen>  than  apothe- 
cary^ excepting  what  a  knowledge  of 
surgery  might  entitle  him  to. 

In  his  professional  line  she  had  every 
reason  to  respect  and  think  highly  of 
him  ;  he  was  skilful^  humane^  atten- 
tive, well  informed,  a  man  of  education 
and  fortune,  moderate  in  his  prescrip- 
tions in  the  drug  way^  probably  poi- 
soned as  few  with  his  nauseous  mix- 
tures, as  ever  apothecary  did  ;  h«  cer- 
tainly did  not  drench  the  already  wea- 
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wandered  greatlj ;    though   a  settled 
delirium  had  not  taken  place. 

The  doctor^  however^  saw .  she  •  wai 
alarmingly  ill ;  Ellen  was  stationed  at 
her  piliow>  which,  as  her  disorder  was 
not  likely  to  prove  of  an  infectious  mi- 
ture,  he  did  not  forbid.  In  this  way 
several  days  elapsed,  and  she  istill  grew 
worse^  Hannah  was  almost  inconsolable 
at  the  idea  of  losing  her  mistress^  aad 
Ellen's  tears  were  mingled  with  hers  ; 
indeed  there  appeared  little  probability 
of  her  recovery. 

The  doctor  gave  oo  hope  further  tluMi 
her  youth,  and  hariag  bees,  though  de** 
licate,  in  genera)  tolerably  well  in  health, 
he  dur^t  not  flatter  himself  but  the  crisis 
was  fast  approaching,  that  would  deter- 
mine her  fate.  Two  day's,  two  dismal 
days  more,  passed  oo  without  aay  mate-* 
rial  change ;  the  poor  invalid  appeared 
hastening  on  to  that 

•'  Bourn  from  whence  no  traveller  retumi  V*    • 
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On  the  fhirdj  the  doctor  thought  he 
petceiyed  an  alteration ;  how  it  irould 
terminate  he  conld  not  determine^  but 
resolved  to  watch  the  change^  and  re- 
main  with  her  till  morning.      It  was 
then  about  nine ;  three  hours  more^  and 
then  it  would  be  midnight.     Clara  was 
in  a  kind  of  disturbed  .slumber ;    the 
doctor  sat  by  the  side    of  her  bed  ; 
Ellen^    who    tould   not  be  persuaded 
to  leate  the  room^  knelt  at  the  foot ; 
Hannah   sitting  at    a    little   distance^ 
scarcely  able  to  restrain  her  sobs  ;  Mr. 
Marsland  in  melancholy  musings  was 
recollecting    how    short    a    time   had 
passed  since  he  beheld  the  lovely  ina- 
nimate form^  he  was  now  contemplat- 
ing io  the  full  bloom  of  healthy    the 
very  noontide    of    beauty   which   she 
bad  but  just  reached,    all  gaiety^  all 
vivacity. 

He  next  traced  her^  in  his  imagina** 
tion  as  the  attentive^  dutiful^   and  most 
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who  could  be  there  at  that  Me  hour, 
at  Miich  a  season.  Scarcely  bad  ftb« 
reached  the  door  of  the  apartmcDt^ 
when  the  clock  struck ;  ^he  basteoed 
forwards,  but  bearing  the  doctor  speak- 
ings stopped  a  nioineut^  and  hesrcl 
him  say,  it  is  all  over ;  she  beard  no 
more,  but  rushing  onward,  scarcely 
knowing  what  she  did,  admitted  the 
stranger,  when  neilber  attending  to 
what  he  said,  or  even  regarding  bini» 
she  sunk  down  on  a  chair,  sobbing 
aloud,  ''  it  is  all  over  !— Miss  Fitz* 
herbejrt  i$  dead/*  The  stranjger  Im- 
mediatelg/  left  the  house/ 
.  At  this  instant  Clara  suddenly  sprang 
up,  and  looking  upwards,  attempted 
to  raise  herself  in  bed,  when  the  doctor^ 
putting  bis  arms  gently  round  her, 
held  her  where  she  was.  She  extended 
her  arm  as  if  she  had  caught  the  sound 
of  Montague,  whose  name  the  stranger 
pronounced  aloud,  in  shutting  the  door» 
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ttitA  ittpaiiently^  *'  I  come,  I  come ! 
tkh  !  wait  a  momeni,  dear  Mmitague^  <hi6 
KtlhiinMieDt and  I'-^t  am  ready-^see  my 
Athtt^  too,  he  smiles  upon  me.  Ah  !  let 
ttiej-^»4et  me  go,  1  beseech  ycru/'  feebly 
sirCKgglin^  Co  diseugage  bc^rself  from 'the 
4oGtof :  "  Alas !  i  am  cbained  to  earth—* 
fa«C^  fMt  ehained  :r^Air !  do  iiirt^  do  not 
€uwt  tae,my  fa1her,my  dear  father ;  Men* 
tAgHe  too  ;*'  then  smUing,  and  extend* 
Mg  her  hand  furtbei>  a»  if  to  reaeh. 
gome  0ne^-^'*  Yes^  they  we  there  ;-*« 
my  father  iiraitft  to  ctaip  me  in  his  arms  ; 
Itfonti^ne  benfls  forward  to  receive  me; 
-—dear  blessed^  beioved  beings«.«.Hark  ! 
what  strains  are  tho«e ;  oh !  it  is  hea* 
Tcoly  music/'  and  as  catching  the  strain, 
she  sung  with  the  sweetest  melody  and 
pathos, 

^^  Ab^s  erer  bright  aad  fair^ 

**  Take,  oh !  take  me  to  your  care  !** 

when,  immediately  ceasing,  she  spoke 
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no  more ;  the  doctor  believed  she  had 
ceased  to  breathe  ;  he  bent  over.ber  for 
6oiiie  minutes^  and  thought  be  heard 
her  sigh  soon  after.  In  a  low  soft  YoJce^^f. 
she  repeated^  apparently  insensible .  at 
the  time,  'f  Sister,  spirit,  conie  away," 
A  lethargic  sleep  immediately  succeeded 
this;  and  the  doctor  having  again  re- 
placed her  in  bed,  sat  down  by  her, 
where  he  remained  till  two  in  the  mora- 
jng  ;  then  finding,  that  she  appeared  ta 
have  fallen  into  a  refreshing  slumber^  he 
went  home,  first  desiring  to  be  called  if 
tliere  was  any  change,  but  (his  he  did 
not  apprehend,  as  the  crisis  was  passed^ 
and  he  now,  entertained  great  hopes 
she  might  recover.  He  ordered  she 
should  not,  on  any  account,  be  disturbed^ 
as  her  life  might  depend  on  it ;  a  com- 
mand which  it  was  unnecessary  to  re- 
peat to  poor  Hannah^  who  would  al- 
most have  died  to  save  her. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


•  [ 


But  if  oof  radiant  starofloye, 
O  H)  men  !  smHe  on  tbj  fair  rite. 
Thy  chain,  a  wretched  weig^ht  shall  prove, 
Thy  lamp  a  ftad  sepulchral  light  1" 


In  the  course  of  a  few  hours  Mr.  Mars- 
4aDd  returned^  and  as  he  entered^  in- 
quired how  Mis^)  Fitzherbert  uas  : 

'^  Ob  !  sir,"  replied  Hannah,  almost 
-wild  with  joy,  ^'  she  is  better  sir,  much 
better^  she  is  come  to  herself  again^ 
she  knows  roe^*  just  now  she  took  hold 
of  my  band/'  and  Hannah  not  thinking 
of  what^she  was   doings    seized  hold  of 
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• 

Mr.  Mar<t1and'9,  holding  it  fast,  as  she 
told  hiDihrr  mistress  said  she  had  been 

• 

\ery  ill  9,he  believed,  and  given  her  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  she  was  afraid—— 
^SD  ar  soiil^  trouble  indeed,  I  should 
not  have  thought  of  that/'  ''  No  Haa- 
nah,  I  do- not  believe  you  >vouId/' ob- 
served the  doctor,  smiling,  as  he  at- 
tempted to  withdraw  his  hand  from  her 
firm  grasp.  However,  she  still  held  it, 
whollyengrossed  by  what  she  was  fell- 
ing him  :  '^  So,  sir,  I  could  not  speak 
for  crying;  but  she  told  me,  it  would  • 
make  her  worse  again,  to  see  me  do  so^  - 
and  she  was  much  better  now,  and  thaok 
heaven,  and  you,  dear  gQod  Mr.  Mars- 
land,  the  dear  angel  is  better.  I  thought 
I  should  have  Ipst  my  poor  senses,  sir, 
altogether,  wfhen  I  heard  you  say  last 
night,  all  is  over,*'  wiping  her  eyes  with 
the  corner  of  her  apron,  and  by  that  ac- 
tion, to  the  great  joy  of  Mr.  Marsland, 
gave  liberty  to  his  imprisoned  fingers. 
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Haimali  «poke  with  enersry^  and  was  not 
conscious  of  the  many  and  violent  pres* 
•ores  %he  bestowed  ud  the  doctor's  really 
4elicaie  tiand. 

"  You  did  not  hear  all/'  said  he, 
^  Hannah,  though,  indeed*  I  was  then 
mcUoed  to  think  that  yooc  nistress 
would  soon  become  an  angel  ia  another 
-worlds  ^but  I  added^  I  feared  it  was 
»o.^ 

^  Ah  !  sir/ 1  did  not  hear  that  ;  and 
I  ran  down  stairs  for  all  the  world  like 
a  person  stark  starktng  mad,  as  one 
may  say  ;  I  am  sure  I  wonder  I  did  not 
fall  Ffom  the  top  to  the  bottom,  for  I 
%new  no  more  what  I  was  doing  than  a 
baby  ;  so  I  let  the  strange  gentleman 
in,  and  it  might  have  been  a  robber 
for  any-  thing  1  knew  or  cared,  and 
then!  dropped  down  on  a  chair,  and 
thought  I  should  have  died,  saying  to 
myself,  my  dear  sweet  mirtress  is  dead, 
it  is ,  all    over,  00  then  h^  heard  me. 
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tboii|rIi  T  never  thought  about  his  being 
theie;  bo  he  said  iicthiNg:  to  nie^  but 
fled  out  of  tlie  houitc  as  faftt  m  if  a 
ghost  had  been  after  Inm.;  and  1^  am 
sure  he  nred  iiot^  for  if  it  had  been  my 
dear  IVIiss  Clara's  pariiian,  hhe  would 
not  ha\e  hurt  no  body,  for  the  noatter 
of  ihat,^  I  should 'eiit  have  been  so 
much  afraid  of  seeing  that  as  many  liv* 
irig  bodies ;  I  am  sure  I'd  rather  have 
seen  her  parition  than  either  of  the  Miss 
M'Fadgera^  and  many  moiehketbem> 
only  if  she  had  died  it  would  have 
killed  me;  and  so  sir,  I  staid  till  you 
sent  Miss  Ellen  down^  and  then  she  told 
me.  that  she  hoped  her  dear  Miss  Fitz- 
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herbert  was  not  dead,  like  her  poor 
mother,  and  then  she  cried^  dear  pretty 
child,  and  we  went  back  into  the  room 
together."  Hannah's  loquacity  now  en- 
ded, and  after  cautiYining  her  not  to 
mention  the  gentleman's  having  called, 
he  went  lo  visit  his  patient. 
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•Mr.iMarsland  findiDg  C!laj^  awake^ 

put  the  curtain  gently   aside ;    and '  on 

seeiBg  biro,  she  held  out  her   hand  with 

a  grateful  smile^  as  l}e  sat  down  by  her^ 

sajiog  somethings  but  in  a  voice  so  low 

^^  was  impossible  (o  distinguish  it ;  iie 

tbeo  forbade  her  speaking  again.  '^  You 

luow^  till  you  are  better^  that  I   claim 

tbat  privilege  almost  exclusively  ;  when 

you  are  thoroughly   convalescent,  you 

nuy  begin  as  soon  as  you  please/' 

She  gently  pressed  the  kind  band  that 

held  hers,  in  token  of  her  obedience; 

it  bad  delighted  this  attentive  friend  to 

find  her  so  much  better,  indeed  she  was 

^0  beyond  all  hope.     He  now  thought,. 

that  quiet  restoratives,  and  a  few  weeks, 

would  restore  her  to  perfect  health ;  her 

constitution  had   suffered   much    from 

this  Fast  shock,   and  from   the   loss  of 

her  father^  but  she   was  young,    and 

might  get  over  it. 

Alas !  he  knew  not  oK  she  had  suf- 
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fered  ;  tjhe  inexorable  sisters^  had, 
vhen  she  lost  Montague  and  her 
father^  severed  the  fatal  thread,  though 
at  a  distance,  or  he  \vould  not 
have  augured  so  well ;  for  the  fu- 
ture, for  the  present,  there  certainly 
was  every  appearance  of  a  rapid  re- 
covery. 

The  doctor  could  now  be  cheer- 
ful, and  seeing  Ellen  sitting  like  a 
little  guardian  sylph,  on  thfe  other  side 
the  bed,  he  called  her  to  him,  and  look- 
ing attentively  at  her,  was  much  struck 
with  the  beautiful  fare  he  beheld.  This 
good  apothecary,  though  one  of  the 
most  faithful  and  best  of  husbands  to 
a  wife,  who  certainly  had  not  beauty  to 
recommend  her,  was  nevertheless  an 
enthusiastic  admirer  of  beauty;  which, 
perhaps,  made  his  wife /erf  she  was  not 
handsome;  Howeier,  she  listened  with 
attention  when  her  husband  was  the 
theme ;    and  Hhose  idle   people,   called 
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newfnSongerSj  vhich  abound  more  par* 
ticularly  in  small  towns^  the  most  trou- 
blesome^ most  dangerous  beings  in  the; 
creation,  were  always  ready  to  accept 
the  invitations  to  Mrs^  Marsland's  hos-. 
pitabje  mauston,  and  repay  her  civilties 
bjr  distant  ^and  oblique  inuendos,  r^tber 
than  direct  accusaiioDs,  of  Mr,  M^rs^ 
laud's  gallantry. 

Of  this  tribe  of  dsmons,  were  the 
Misses  M'Fadgersi  but  happily  so  well  ! 
known,  that  unless  concurring  circum- 
stances greatly  assisted  fbero,  it  was* 
without,  much  effect  they  told  their 
tales— -Shame  on  such  characters,  whom 
even  charity  tfee/f  turns  from  shudder- 
ing in  their  habtti^tions ;  shall  the  altar 
be  erected  to  scandal  ?  is  it  rAere:  the 
reputation  must  bleed  and  die.il  there 
the  ianocent  victim. must-  be  sacrificed  ; 
perhaps,  becausetbe  fatal  gift  of  beauty 
has  been  eminently  bestowed,  or  some 
powerful  nameless  attraction,   the^off* 
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spring  of  grace^  intellect  and  sentiment^ 
still  more  interesting;  her  reputatioo 
bteeds^  it  falls  before  them. 

'Mrs.  Marsland  was  not,  however,  one 
of  those  reptiles  ;  on  the  contrary,  she 
posisessed  that  best  of  treasures,  a  gdod 
heart ;  her  understanding  was  not  briN 
liant^  perhaps  rather  inferior ;  she  had 
found  little,  leisure  for  improvement 
sitice  h6r  marriage ;  nor  had  she  either 
before  or  since/ had  much  opportunity 
from  the  little  associatioa  she  had  with 
intelligent  persons;  for  her  husband, 
ill  great  practice,  was  consequently  not 
much  at  hmne,  his  mind :  fully  engaged 
by  his  profession :  not  ^re  there,  it 
must  be  confessed,  mcmi/  husbands  iri'* 
clitied  to  take  the  trouble  of  cultivating 
their  lady's  understanding,  should  it  poq^w 
sdss  the  power  of  improvement ;  they 
in  general  feel  themselves  (which:  tUey 
like  to  be  thought  oracular,) .  that'^fte 
may  only  listen  and  wonder.     This  was 
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-  fkoi,  however^  Mrs/  M arslaofl'fl  tdorpted 
plan^  for  reply  sbe\i^ouM^  and  remark 
too;  but  generally  rwbeu with  her  tatis- 
band^  about  household  mattert  the  tor- 

»1iuleQce  of  her  boys,  (girls  she  hid 
none),  the' idleness  of  ^  her  sef  vants^iliie 
dearnesB;  of  provisioosj  or  aome  suCh 
topic,  all  whieb^  'the  gf^ntleipi^n  will,  lui- 
niit  is  tolerated  to  w.pmeq,  ^fiFitbiR  -.their 
sphere,  it  is  their  own  proper  grdund^:if 
they  keep  there  very  well;  ^and  Uiis 
Mrs.  Marsladd  seldoni  veqtjur$»d  ll^yoj^j 
'except .Nvheu  sopq  tal^  of  ,9iqan4ftl.HW^9 
gttjtenew,  warni  perhaps  fr,<$ni  tbeanyjl; 
then,  if  her'husband  changed  to  come  in 
the  way,  she  would  cautiously  begin, 
for  she  knew  he  bated  ^'an^al,  but:who 
on  such  occasions  could  forbear.     M  'ifi,y 

dear,  when  did  you  see  Miss, r-^?/' 

"Why  dp  you  ask,  Harriet,  is  sbe»i)lc? 
you  look  as  if  she  wa^ — and  : sorry,.! 
should  be  if  ^ny  misfortune  should  baye 
befallen  that  iovdy,  amiable  young  wo- 
man/' 
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fortune  might  bf  a  temptation  to  Mr 
Marsland  ;"  but  this  was  the  idea  of  « 
moment  onlfj,  as  it  was  larger  than  her 
husbands.  Yet^  she  well  knew^  that 
with  his  profession^  and  the  fairest  pros- 
pect of  that  success^  which  had  been 
since  realised,  he  might  have  aspired 
to  more  than  slie  possessed  with  airy 
other  ladj  :  in  a  word,  she  was  a  good 
sort  of  a  woman,  whose  .  faults^  if  she 
had  any,  her  husband  had  neither  lei* 
sure  or  inclination  to  attend  to  ;  foiblei 
he  knew  she  bad ;  he  also  knew  that  he 
was  not  without  them. 

Happy  would  it  be  for  many  a  poor 
suffering  female,  if  those  they  are  con- 
nected with,  were  equally  welt  informed. 
The  subject  on  which  they  most  disa- 
greed, was  on  account  of  the  pleasure 
she  receired  from  any  little  anecdote  of 
an  uncharitable  kind,  which  he  could 
not  always  bcai^/  And  thus,  she  endea- 
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irottted  to  disperse  the  gathering  ciouiT^ 
\pheu  she  saw  one  formiog  on  his  braiy  : 
*^  I  observe,    Marilatid^  yoji  are  dis- 
pleased with  me ;  but  though  I  have  re- 
peated this  to  youy  I  would  not  mention 
it  to  any   one  else  >  nor  have  I,  forgot 
what  indeed  you  have  repeated  so  often  ; 
I  blush  to  acknowledge  this ;  that  it  was 
ifflpossible  I  could  forget  it ;  that  where 
we  have  not  the  power  of  investigation^ 
for  want    of    proper   documents^   and 
bearing  hoHi  sides  of  the  question,  we 
should  be  very  cautious  in  forniing  our 
jadgment,  and  still  slower  in  repeating 
it|  letting  chariiy  ever  be  our  guide^ 
where  information   failed.     So  you  see 
my  dear/'  tapping  his  cheek,''  that  I  do 
not  forget  my  Solomon's   wise  sayings  ; 
only  you  know  people. tmis^  talk.  Mars- 
land,  without  being  always  wise,  and  one 
likes  to  hear."   *'  1  know  it,   Harriet,    I 
know  it; you  like  to  hear  any  thing  bor* 
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dcrihg  on  (he  marvelloug^  or  eztraordi- 
narj  ;  or  on  a  little  detraction,  however 
improbable,;  but  I  am  glad  that  yon  do 
not  quite  fofget  '  charity  is  twice  bles- 
sed, it  btesseth  him  yfho  gives,  and  him 
\?ho  takes'" 


.•t 
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CHAPTER    YIK. 


'^  And  gaiherf»  with  a  tremUiaft 
^  The  relics  of  a  broken  heart  1" 


^Ura's  kind  attentive  friend^  being 
'ituated  as  we  have  seen,  in  the  account 
just  given^  rendered  it  imprudent  for 
^^  to  follow  the  dictates  of  bis  bene*- 
^^lent  hearty  to  their  full  e^tent^  which 
^ould  have  led  hinv  t9  pa«s  more  time 
^ith  Clara^  bj  way  of  diverting  her 
^ind  from  pass  snenes>  ^hicb^  upon  her 
i^^overy^  crowded  fast  upon  her.  She 
^^  noiV  yf^^  eDOOgh  to  leave  her  apart^ 
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ment,  and  sit  in  the  drawing-room  for 
some  hours  every  day ;  and  he  feared,  at 
such  a  season,  whilst  the  spirits  were  in 
a  low,  weak  state,  the  consequences 
might  pcove  fatal  to  her  constitution, 
and  by  a  slow,  but  suf^e  progress,  her  life 
at  last  become  the  sacrifice.  Indeed  he 
would  have  wished  her  to  become  an  in- 
mate of  his  house  for  a  while,  by  way 
of  changing  the  scene,  and  removing  her 
attention  from  those  domestic  objects, 
wbich  each»  in  strong  and  forcible  lan- 
guage, made  their  appeal  to  the  heart, 
by  telling  the  tale  of  the  days  that  were 
^gone.  He  had'  frequently  surprised  her 
lost  in  thought^  the  tear  trembling  in  her 
^ye,  as  she  looked  at' the  chair  and  the 
place  that  her  father  once  occupied. 
His  shade  which  hung  over  the  mantle 
piece,  and  a  small  drawing  done  by  him^ 
Mr.  Marsland  saw  engrossed  her  atten- 
tion too  much,  and  these,  on  different 
pretence^?,  he  contrived  io have  removed  ; 
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not^  however^  without  Clara's  suspect- 
ing the  kind  mdtive ;  and  with  a  melan- 
choly grateful  smilc^  she  one  day  told 
him,  *'  They  are  engraven  here  in  living 
characters,  Mr.  Marstand,"  crossing  her 
hands  on  her  -bosom,  ''I  have  within 
Mrhat  passeth ;  shew  but  my  friend/' 
Mr.  Marsland,  taking  her  hand,  said, 
''  Is  it  right  and  consistent  with  those 
principles  of  rectitude  which,  in  general, 
direct  yoiir  conduct,  that  fortitude, 
I  have  had  occassion  to  admire,  on 
the  most  trying  occasions,  that  piety, 
so  instructive  and  consolatory,  of  which 
which  you  have  been  the  living  lesson,  to 
indulge  in,  alas  !  unavailing  sorrow  ! 
Blest  as  you  are^  with  a  superior  under- 
standing, a  well  cultivated  mind,  richly 
stored  with  ideas,  and  in  every  respect 
fitted  to  adofn  and  influence,  by  your  ex- 
ample, the  circle  in  which  you  may  be 
placed. 

Is  not  this  fatal  indulgence  sinning 
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against  both  religion  and  morality  ?  Ex* 
cube  me^- lovely  Miss  Fitzlierbcrt^   if. I 
presume  too  much  upon. that  friendship, 
which,  1  flatter  myself,  you  will  not  re- 
fuse  an  old  married  man.      To  knoW' 
you,  is  to  be  interested  for  you ;  had  I 
been  single,   1  dare  say  I  should  have 
told  you^  that  to  see  you  was  enough  ; 
and,    in  truth,   that    would  not   have 
beenHlie  language  of  flattery.     But  I 
will  confine  myself  to  my  first  assertion," 
said  be,  bowing,  and  endeavouring  as  he 
caught  her  languid  countenance  to  look 
cheerfully  at  her,'^  and  only  say  further, 
that  exerting  those  talents  and  endow:* 
ments,  which  render  you  an  ornament  to 
society,  and  a  most  useful  member  in  these 
degenerate  d^ys,  is  a  duty  you  owe  to 
the  memory  of  those  whose  9120^/  assidu- 
ous  care  was  JIavished  in  the.improve- 
ment  of  them,  and  (he  hcst  respect  th&t 
can    be   shewn  to   their  memory :  and 

now  I  have  doue^  I  only  wibh  the  vrgrld 
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we  livfe  in^  ^vfioiild  allow  me  io  offered 
you  all  that  friend  lylEittentioir  I  should 
be  80  much  rejoiced  to  ahew  you.  Then 
should  you  never  seek  any  other  home 
than  the  socifil  circle.at  my  bouse;  till 
some  fortunate,  .mad/'  suppressing  a* 
sigh,^^ should  claim  you:as  his  own.  But^ 
perhapsj"  said-he,v'^itiis  as  well  not. 
I  might  wish  the  partiarchal  age  re- 
ftoced^  that  I  might,  be  allowed  two 
-wives.;  aad  now,  was  my  Harnet  here,^  I 
aho.uld  tell  her  J  'foti Ad  one  I  quite 
eBQugh."    '  ^ 

He  thea-took  his  hatj.saying  he.sfaould 
call  again  very  soon^  to  see  if  she  had 
profitted  by  the  admoDitions  he  had  given 
her.  Glaratold  him,  at  least  she  never 
would,  she  never  could  forget  his  feind-^ 
ness;  ''  But,  indeed/'  she  added,  ''you 
do  not  know  ,'*  she  hesitated-*^ 

stopped — and  then  said,  she  would  en- 
deavour, she  hoped,  to  perform  the 
duties  of  ber  situation  with  firmness ; 
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her  voice  faltered,  and  the  good  doctor 
hastily  took  hit  leave. 

Nor  would  we  reicommend  tbeae 
Ute^a-ietes,  however  excellent  in  the  de- 
sign,  being  too  much  lengthened^  or  re- 
curing  too  often>  betwixt  a  lovely  youi^ 
woman  and  a  marv  8o  trembling  aliv6  to 
beauty.  As  men'^  however  steadily  at- 
tached to  their  wives^  are  but  frail  hu- 
man being ;  and  when  thrown  frequently 
into  the  way  of  temptation^  but  too  apt 
to  change  :  forgetting  they  have  vowed 
to  love  '^but  one  alone."  No  aiogle 
individudl  is  here  selected— rifle  guns 
are  detestable  instruments — this  is  mere* 
ly  a  volley  at  the  sex  in  general-^ 
and,  probably,  the  shot  will  fall  barm- 
less. 

Clara  was  still  meditating  upon  what 
Mr.  Marsland  had  said  when  Han- 
nah announced  Mr.  Sauritz,  who 
returned  to  Halifax  with  his  family,  a 
few  days  after  her  illness  Confined  her 
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to  her  bed.  They  had  sent  matiy 
messages  during  thie  time  the  fever  ren- 
dered her  life  so  very  precarious^  that  it 
seemed  to  hang  as  by  a  thready  and  since 
had  also  made  many  inquiries  ;  but  she 
bad  been  too  weak  and  languid  to  see 
aey  one  :  indeed  as  her  acquaintance 
had  lain  almost  wholly  amongst  the  mi- 
litary^ and  they  are  a  continually  mov- 
ing body ;  she  had  not  now  many  re- 
maining. One  very  dear  friend  she  had^ 
that  did  not  belong  to  the  army  ;  but 
Elza  was  removed  with  her  family  con- 
nexions to  a  yery  distant  settleipent,  and 
their  only  intercourse  had  long  been  by 
letters. 

Mr.  Sauritz's  family  were  amongst 
the  few  that  she  liked  best ;  and  efhe 
heard  him  announced  with  pleasure. 
After  the  usual  compliments  to  the  fair 
inyaildj  and  inquiries  from  her  how  all 
were  at  home  :  Clara  referred  to  the 
note  that  had  been  left  for  him  during 
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bis  absence  from  Halifax.  She  then,  i» 
a  few  words  related  how  she  w«» 
situated  in  respect  to  Ellen  ;  and  wished 
to  know  what  .steps  he  thought  it  woirld 
be  pii»pef  for  her  to  take,  respecting anj 
little  property  that  might  remain  at  the 
coUage^  ,as  i>be  should  wish  it  to  be 
seci.red  foe  lElltin'^  use,  if,  indeed,  bdjt, 
thing  remained,  vhich  she  almost 
doubted,  from  the  circumstances  that.ha4- 
probably  occurre^d  bince  it  was  left» 

She  mentioned  to  Mr.  Saurita  ihf^ 
Indian,  and  the  sni«  keshe  had  observed, 
when  returning  that  eyening  to  |lalifax. 
That  her  indispo^ituni  had  rendered  bee  ' 
wholly  incapable  of  entering  upon 
business  of  any  kind  ;  but  that  she  had 
intended  sending  to  him  on  that  day,  if 
be  had  not  done  her  the  favor  of  call- 
ing.  ''  Indeed/'  said  ,she,"  it  may 
seem  negligent  that  I  have  not  taken 
any  steps  towards  the  settlement  of  thia 
business  before,    but   being    informed. 
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I'.itiiiGe  I  was.'WeH  enough 't6  think  about 

f  it»  th^t  joft  w€re. again  ^|>8enl>  :waa  one 

•.-i^uon  ^Yh'ch  prev^^rtf^d  me/ an:  I  haduo 

one  to  send  :there-yv|hoin..I  tobould  have 

chosen  to  em^phfy,  for  tbift  purpose^  ex- 

!>ceptiiig  Hannah,;  and  she  could  merely 

have  gope  to  look  if  alt  the  tbiogs  were 

M&i  whiqhj  wopld  j^oziU   ba^erdone  no 

gMod.:  as  if  not^.whicb  I, have  so  mudi 

D^aioD  to ; fear,  it.^ould  upt  possibly  (i^'Ve 

.  beett  h^p^dj  buf!,«siM>.ttld  it-be  otbecwise 

'Oiey  will  feiHpJn  so./' , . ; 

M/.,  JSauntz  rliatened  to  her  accouiit, 

and  after  tailking  of  the  matter  for  some 

time^  it  was  at  length   concluded  that 

the  property  should  be  disposed  of  for 

the  little  protegee.     Clara  observed  dbe 

would  gi>Q^.  a  proper   security    for    it^ 

which  she  wouldj   with  his   permission, 

put  into  his  hands  ;  indeed  she  told  him, 

she  bad  on  the  night  she  was  taken  ill, 

added  to  the.  witl  which  she.  bad  made, 

a  short  codicil  id  Ellen's  favour  ;  that 
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had  the  event  been  differ<int^  and  her  Irfe 
then'  terminated^  she  Mrdufld  not  *'bave 
been  wholly  unprovided  for  }  nthsf 
being  so  strangely  thrown  upon  her  care; 
and  having  no  near  connexions,  whd If 
all  wanted  her  little  fortune;  shd^slioidd' 
not  have  thought  it  right  to  da  otlkir-* 
wise — But  you  have  not  seen  ibytliflftll 
interesting  friend,  Mr.  SaUrits^" '  i|Mt 
pulling  the  bell,  desired  Ellen  WMlld 
come  in  ;  '' I  suppose  you- have  heiird 
the  story,  probably  with  mkey  {gddi«' 
tions^,*'   she  added,  faintly  smiling.  '.     '  ' 

He  said  he  had  heard  it  menUanei, 
and  just  then  Ellen  made  her  ap- 
pearance. "  Come  here,  my  loVe/'siiid 
Clard,  holding  out  her  hand,"  and  let 
me  introduce  you  to  Mr.  Sauritz. 

^'  She  is,  I  can  assure  you,  an  excel- 
lent nurse/'     He  fold  Clara^  in  a  low 
.  voice,  she  was  really  a  beautiful  girl. 
Children  of  her  age  in  general  under- 
stood the  language  of  CdtDpHment  better^ 
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ud  would  either  have  looked  bashfully 
conscious^  or  confidently  bold^  but  she 
wu  iimple  naturej  atfd  met  Mr«  Sauritz's 
ej8  with  the   utmost    composure   and 
naivete.     Mr.  Sauritz  appeared   much 
lUuefl  .  with    the    child^    indeed    her 
adipatioii  and   appearance  were  such  as 
c^ldd  pot  fail  to  interest  a  heart  with 
^y^.feeling,  a  lovely  orphan^  without  a . 
I  firjifiiid,  ezioept  Ciara^^  who.  appeared  to  . 
I  have  beea^ ' almost^  miraculously  led  to. 
[  the  spot  to  protect  her. 
f      Mr.   Sauritz  said  he  would  take  an 
,   opportunity^    if  possible^  on  the  follow- 
i  iag  day^  to  go  over  and  take  an   auc- 
I  tioneer   with  biro^  to  make  an  inventory 
of  every  thing  there  was^  and  appraise 
them^  feelingly  adding^  that  to  contri- 
bute any   little  service  in  his  power^  to 
,  serve  her  young  charge^  would  aflPord 
him  pleasure^  and  that  Mr.  White^whom 
he  always  employed  as  an  auctioneer^ 
f   was  at  liberty  in  an  evening,  and  would 
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rradilv  walk  with  him^  lie  "wHS  itte,  itf'- 
tlie  cc»tt:ige. 

Clara  expressed  her  tliaiik?,  saving;  ' 
ary  expeiiee  inclined  "^lie  Moirld  ijladlyj' 
repay.  "  My  dear  Misa  Fifzheiberf/-  '. 
said  Mr.  Sanritz  •*^Riippose;  fUr  ^^tH^l 
that  it  is  p«'ssible  even  foir  an  aftoniytid** 
lo^e  sight  of  c'osis  and  charges  ;  ;I  tf&HJl^ 
3'nii  know,  a  parent^  and  nuist  liot  uiflHi^' 
j/oii  vihoUy  to    mon^pMiise  :  <hw    ^tMP^ 

-  • 

deed :"  he  then  bid  her  a  good  morniD^J'' 


•' '? 


:' 


■> 
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CHAPTER  Vi;i. 


*•  Oh  I  where  are  flown  the  golden  hopei,  which 

niied  upon  roe  in  the  happy  days  o^  ^^i    yotithy 

when  my  good   old  father  in   the   eothusiasrn    of 

t    piteriial  ▼anity,  to  oft  threw  bis  arms 'arounA  roe, 

p    aal  died  *niy  girl  thoji  wilt  remember  mehlest, 

I    ttd  be  Ihyself  happy  !   The  fatjier  is  de^yMd  the 

'Child  a  forlorn  forsaken  wanderer.'  " 


t 


Mr.  Mar9LAnd^  arrived ;  Ellen  Avas 
yet  with  Clara^  which  naturally  led  her 
to  mention  what  had  just  past ;  he  re- 
joiced  to  find  Mr.  Sauritz  had  under- 
taken the  business/ and  then,  after  many 
delicate  apologies,  told  her,  ^hat  though 
Ellen  had  been  fortunately  thrown  un- 
der 8uch  an   enviable   protection^  still 
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Miss  Fitzherbert  must  permit  him  to 
ssLy,  that  be  had  considered  her  so  much 
as  a  little  citizen  of  the  world  at  largCj 
that  be  thought  she  became^  in  some 
measure,  a  public  trust,  from  the  verj 
peculiar  circumstances  that  had  marked 
her  fortune ;  he  therefore  had  men- 
tioned her  to  several  friendsj  and  ahould 
beg  leave  to  place  in  Miss  Fitzherbert'i 
biandsi  a  pocket-book  for  Ellen's  use 
which  be  laid  upon  the.  tabjej  whet 
anticipating  from  Clara's  countenance; 
a  grateful  remonstrance,  if  not  a  re 
fusal,  he  hastily  went  on^  "  Not  on 
word,  my  dear  Miss  Fitzherbert,  if  yo" 
and  I  are  to  continue  friends;  I  know  a1 
you  would  say,  nay  more,  what  yo 
think  on  the  subject ;  but  why  shoul ' 
you  wish  to  be  a  monopolizer  of  goo^ 
deeds.  Few  such  opportunities,  if  anji 
of  doing  good  occur  in  the  course  of  * 
man's  life ;  how  ungenerous  then  in  yoii 
to  wish  to  exclude  others  from^  in 
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small  degree,  sharing  it   with   you  ;  be 
content  with  the  first  and  greatest   part^ 
and  enf  y  not  my  friends  the  trifling  one 
.  they  may  lay  claim  to  ;    and   as  to   the 
manner^  are  not  numbers  of  what  we  call 
our  great  people^  benefited  much   in  the' 
same  way ;    indeed  more  shabbily^  for 
this  is  voluntary^  and  offered  with  plea* 
sure.     To  be  sure  I  may  be  a  sufferer, 
which  perhaps  you  foresee,   as  it,  will 
prevent  the  neces5f'/j/ of  coreffo/s  for  the 
(iresent  from  me  ;  but  do  not  think   of 
that,  it  is  but  sending  them    a   double 
dose  next   time;"  then   recommending 
a  walk  to  her,  as  it  was  a  lovely  morn- 
ing, and  that  she  would  not  fatigue  her 
spirits,  with  talking,  Mr.  M arsland   bid 
Clara  adieu  ;  and  heartily  shaking  Ellen 
by  the  hand,   told    her  to    fetch    Miss 
Fitzherbert's  bonnet  and  cloak  and  take 
her  out. 

Ellen  had  not  understood    what  this 
scene  meant;    but  asking  Clara  if  ^he 

VOL.    I.  .  P 
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should  fetch  her  bonnet^  Clara  ga^re  her 
leave^  telling  her  she  might  get  her  owa 
also^  to  walk  out  with  her. 

The  happy  girl  went  to  execute  her 
commission,  and  Clara  taking  up  the 
pocket-book,  found  bills  in  it  to  the 
amount  of  £60 — sorry,  yet  46lighted 
with  Mr.  Marsland's  kindness,  she  felt 
unwilling  to  accept  wlfat  at  the  same 
time  she  thought  she  ought  not  to  re- 
fuse. She  determined,  at  length,  eitbier 
to  place  it  with  the  amount  of  what  the 
cottage  might  produce,  in  Mr.  Sauritz's 
hands,  or  give  a  security  to  him  for  the 
whole,  upon  that  property  which  she 
should  be  obliged  ^o  leave  in  America 
when  she  went  to  England.  After  de- 
positing it  in  her  book- case,  she  prepared 
to  walk>  accompanied  by  her  bioomiug 
charge. 

With  v/eakencd  spirits  and  debilitated 
frame,  after  her  long,  confinement,  it 
seemed  to  Clara  like   a  new   entrance 


. 
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info  life  to  venture  out  again^   and   re- 
quired an   exertion  to  which   she  was 
scarcely  equal.     She  seemed  as  if  alone 
in  a  strange  world,  where  no  one  cared 
for  her;     why   then   should   she  care 
for  herself  or  for  any  thing?    AH   was 
a  sad  blank  ;   every  object  that   met  her 
eye  was  indifferent  to'  hier  ;    the   whole 
face  of  nature,  cheerful  as  it   was,   the 
brightness  of  the  sun   did  but   add  to 
this    sickness    of  the   sogl :    a   sombre 
scene  would  have  suited  her  far  better^ 
by  being  in  unisan  with  her  spirits ;    as 
it  was,  she  felt' damped,   cheerless,   soli- 
tary, miserable,  and  longed  for  the  silent 
gloom  of  midnight,  in  preference  to  the 
garnished  eye  of  day  ;  no    friendly  arm 
to  support  her,    no  interested    inquiring 
countenance,    with    how    do     you    find 
yourself  now,  anxiously  expressing  in  in- 
telligent    language,     how    much    they 
wished  it  might  be  in  her  power  to  say 
she  was  better.     It  was  no  world  for 
her ;   she  wished  she  ,w«^8  out  of    it^ 
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Tins  was  the  climax  of  discontent^  and 
Iicr  heart  immedialely  accused  her  deeplj 
of  ingratitude  and  impiety ;  the  remainiDg 
cifccts  of  an  indisposition  upon  a  deeplj 
wounded  mind^  had  occasioned  a  transi- 
ent peevishness,  but  it  was  merely  tran- 
sient ;  the  idea  of  yielding  herself  the 
prry  of  repining  disquietude,  was  what 
she  could. not  bear;  just  raised  from 
the  bed  of  sickness,  and  freed  from  pain, 
her  life  spared,  she  hoped  to  be  useful  in 
the  great  plan  of  Providence ;  an  in- 
strument  of  good,  perhaps,  to  beings 
still  more  unfortunate  than  herself: 
should  3he  dare  to  murmur  ?  Ah  !  no^ 
she  would  rather  endeavour  to  re- 
joice, and  be  thaiikful  that,  before  she 
was  removed  hence  to  that  happier 
world,  where  she  hoped  to  be  once  more 
blessed,  she  was  permitted,  for  a  few 
years  longer  perhaps,  to  act  a  pait  that 
would  render  her  worthier  of  it,  and 
naore  capable  of  enjoying  that  more  rtf- 
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^ntd  felicity.     That  she  felt   weak   and 
nd,  she  could  not  help^   it  was  natural, 
tnd  no  more    would    be    required    of 
ber  feeble  powers  than  they    were   able 
to  perfurm^  but  she  would   never   more 
gire  way  to  the  peevishness   of  discon- 
teut:  the  tear  might  fall^  but  it   should 
be  that  of  resignation   and   contrition, 
Dottbe  rebellious  drops  of  anger   and 
impatience :    the   sigh    might    rise,     it 
sbould  be  that   of  affection,    for  those 
dear  departed  friends  fixed  in  heart — she 
was  sorry — she  was  humbled — she  had 
fiol  thought  herself  capable  of  cherish- 
ing such    feelings   for   a  moment,    but 
she  would  never  again  give  way  to  cul- 
pable sorrow,  then  should   she  in  time 
become  cheerfully  serene,  and  bow  sub- 
Baissive  to  the  will  of  Heaven. 

Thus  she  reasoned,  thus  strove 
with  her  feelings,  and  as  she  acquired 
strength,  became  once*  more  herself 
again. 
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As  this  was  not  the  hour  when  the 
military  asseitible^  she  walked  to  the 
parade ;  in  the  centre  of  which  stands 
the  church ;  a  lights  simple  looking 
structure^  built  of  wood.  Clara  was 
partial  of  this  style  of  building  for  re- 
ligious worship  ;  she  did  not  koow 
mu<:h  of  the  orders  of  architecture, 
but  this  was  exactly  what  she  should 
have  chosen ;  in  which^  to  have  erect- 
ed a  sacred  temple^  quite  unadorned^ 
kept  nicely  clean  it  possessed  that  cheer- 
ful appearance^  which  she  thought  best 
calculated  to  compose  and  tranqui- 
lise  the  mind^  and  raise  truly  devotional' 
ideas^ 

"  The  storied  iFiodows,  richly  dight, 
Shedding  a  dik  religious  light.'*    - 

were  well  calculated^  as  wiEis  the  gothic  in 
its  style^  for  the  votaries  of  religion  in 
unorganized  Rome>  now  fallen^   fallea 


from  it»  high  estate —  calculated  indeed 
to  im  press  the  imaginationy  and  engen- 
der superstition  ;  but  in  these  days,  so 
far  removed  from  tho!»e  of  extreme  dark- 
nessj  and  abject  fear,  in  which  hope, 
veneration,  love,  and  gratitude,  had  suc- 
ceeded and  taken  possession  of  (he  mind, 
(of  the  generality  of  christians)  not  in 
nich  buildings  should  altars  be  erected, 
but  where  real  piety  could  receive  no 
chilling  damp.  From  what  met  the  eye, 
as  they  were  passing,  she  asked  Ellen 
if  she  did  not  think  that  a  Tery  pretty 
church. 

#  "Oh!  yes/'  said  Ellen,  "may  I  go 
some  day,  madam,  when  the  doors  are 
open,  and  look  at  it/'  "When  I  am 
well  enough  we  will  go  together,/*  said 
Miss  Fitzherbert.  "  There  are  per- 
sons, madam,  are  there  not,  that  talk  to 
the  people  and  read  prayers ;  my  mo- 
ther told  me  so,  and  my  father  called 
ihem.  priests,  are  they  both  the  same. 
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mailain  ?    and    do   we  say  prayers    too^ 
when  we  are  there?"    Ciara  told    her 


it   V.w,    »» 


*^  I  learnt  some  prayers/'  said  Ellen, 
''and  I  will  say.  them  there;  I  said 
them,  (aiid  she  sighed)  when  you  v'ere 
ill,  nj.uhim."  And  pure  would  they  be, 
coining  from  thy  innocent  hearty  thought 
C!»;ra,  as  i^lie  looked  at  lier  with  plea- 
*^\\  *\  Kllrn  txM)k  her  hund  :  "  Now  you 
arc  aimoist  well  again^  madam^  and  I 
am  so  glad^  I  feel  so  happy^  I  ho-pe  you 
wont  he  ill  again." 

They  had  proceeded  some  distance, 
from  home,  when  they  met  some  gentle^ 
men,  who  were  struck  at  a  distance 
with  Clara's,  fine  form,  and  the  graceful 
manner  in  which  she  moved :  Upon 
a  nearer  approach  they  were  not  less 
captivated  \>y  her  lovely  interesting  face, 
which,  though  wearing  an  appearance 
of  melancholy,  had,  from  air  and  exer- 
cise, so  lovely  a  hue  of  Nature's   own 


colouring,  that  she  was  fascinatiog  to 
a  degree;  her  long  dark  eye-lashes 
gave  a  grace  to  the  expression  of  her 
countenance^  which  no  face  can  possess 
without  them  :  Though  military  men, 
they  did  not  intend,  by  looking  so  ear- 
nestly at  her,  to  be  impertinent;  it  was 
truly  an  involuntary  offering  at  the 
shrine  of  beauty, 

"  She  has  certainly  struck  you 
dumb;  rivettedyour  attention;  chained 
down  your  senses  ;-^by  heavens,  Bloom^ 
fields  you  are  shot,  shot  through 
the  heart;  dead  for  a.  ducat,  dead. 
Upon  my  soul  I  should  like  to  know 
who  she  is.  Since  we  have  been  in 
Halifax,  I  have  not  seen  so  fair  a  crea- 
ture, so  modest  too,  I  was  afraid  Bloom* 
field — happy  dog,  being  so  near  her— r 
would  have  stared  her  out  of  counte- 
nance; and,  upon  my  soul^  I  believe  he 
did,  for  she  was  looking  about  her^  till 

she  saw  his  impudent  eyes  devouring 
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her^  and  then  down  went  her  beautiful 
ones^  in  this  waj/'  said  be,  looking  on  tbe 
ground  demurely. 

''  Oh  !  yes,  very  like ;  I  never  saw 
so  striking  a  likeness/'  they  all  laugh- 
'  ingly  exclaimed,  "so  modest.".    One  of 
them  repeated,  as  baying  beeii  particular- 
ly struck  by  that  charm,  ''  Faith,  it  is'nol 
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an  easy  matter  to  stare  a  woman^  or  even 
A  a  Miss  in  her  teens,  out  of  countenance 
now."     '*  No,  by  heavens/'  said  they  all,. 
*'  they  give  and  take." 

**  Yes/'  said  the  first,  who  they  called 
Lindore,  ''they  often  put  me  to  the  blusb, 
I  sw^ar."  ''Bashful  dog,"  said  his 
companion ;  upon  my  soul  thou  dost  not 
deserve  ever  to  be  smiled  upon  again 
for  such  a  declaration."  Envy  alone 
must  have  prevented  their  hearing  of  so 
rich  a  jewel ;  they  (hen  repented  they 
had  not  turned,  and  followed  her  ;  but 
this  would  have  been  they  swore,  so  rier- 
7)tli8h  impertinent. 
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These  gay  sons  of  Mars  now  retired 
to  dress  for  dinner,  at  which  they  all 
tewed  to  toast  the  lovely  unknown  with 
4   three  tiroes  three. 

And  yet  the  occupation  of  9^  military 
man,  to  the  reflecting  mind,  is  dreadful 
io  the  extreme  ;  a  man  seeking  for  the 
blood  of  bis  fellow  ereatures,  a  licensed 
murderer,  for  what  else,  are  the  heroes^ 
of  renown,  from^  Achilles  to  Buona- 
parte ;  the  more  be  kills,  or  whose  de* 
•truction  he  plans,  for  others  to  aid  him 
iQ  the  carnage,  the  higher  stands  hit 
name  in  the  annals  of  renown. 

There  are,  certainly  different  charac- 
ters  to  be  met  with  amongst  them  ;  num- 
bers unite,  the  scholar  and  the  finished 
gentleman,  an  ornament  to  human  na- 
ture; at.  once  the  patriot,  hero,  lover, 
and  friend.  It  must  be  allowed  they 
generally  possess  ahigh  sense  of  honour, 
and  are  pleasant  companions  ;  their 
manners  certainly  embrace  a  most  fir 
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nisbed  polish.  I  flatter  myself,  with 
the  youthful  part  of  my  readers,  I  shall 
be  joined  in  opinion  ;  and  1  conclude, 
the  more  experienced  will  allow,  though 
many  a  beautiful  bosom  has  felt  exqui- 
site agony  at  the  perfidy  of  a  viUain  in 
a  red  coat,  that  the  military  of  all  na- 
tions are  allowed  t^  be  the  highest  bred 
men  in  the  world  ;  but  if  you  are  obsti- 
nate and  sin  against  the  profound  depth 
of  my  superior  understanding,  I  will 
draw  a  picture,  which  wtll  instantly 
carry  conviction. — I  allude  to  the  grace- 
ful elegance  of  our  accomplished  Regent 
—whose  manners  the  army  -ihVkriabij 
copy,  and  with  the  greatest  success  ; 
however,  there  are  some  exceptions  to 
the  general  rule,  as  all  are  not  gifted 
with  such  emrainently  imitative  powers, 
as  was  lately  proved  by  ascertain  unliked 
cub  of  nobility,  who  was  violently 
smitten  by  the  natural  elegance  and  ease 
with   which  his  highness  extends  hii 
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hand.  He  determined  to  sport  it,  and 
astoni'^h  the  natives.  It  miibt  be  con- 
fessed he  was  indefatigable  in  his  prac- 
tice,  but  bis  improvement  was  dubious. 
Had  he  made  the  vulgar  movements  of 
Selcher,  liis  stndy^  he  would  have  ap- 
proached nearer  perfection. 

One  morning  his  aukward  lordship,  '^ 
vritb  a  party  of  ladies^  had  been  view- 
ing a  ball-room^  then  recently  finished^ 
they  approached  the  stair-case  to  de- 
scend, wheii  this  elegant  youths  inat(en« 
tive  to  every  thing  but  his  darling  at- 
titude, which  he  ^had  been  practising 
all  the  morning,  to  the  amazement  of  the 
ladies,  who  concluded  Him  deranged, 
again  extended  his  hand,  which,  coming 
in  contact  with  the  bannister,  the  con- 
sequence was  a  violent  blow.  This  so 
enraged  him,  as  the  party  all  laughed,' 
that  he  set  his  foot  against  the  place; 
'with  the  laudable  intention  of  kicking 
it  down ;  the  effort  Was  powerful,  biit 
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the  bannister  was  weak,  it  gaye  wi^^  . 
and  hicr  lordship  was  thrown  from  the 
top  to  the  bottom  of  the  stairs.  A  vie* 
lent  lumbago  was  the  consequence^  and 
he  was  literally  bathed  in  linneaments^ 
and  wrapt  in  flannels  for  a  months  and 
he  wisely  determined  never  agaia  to 
practice  elegance. 

After  this  long  digression^  I  beg; 
leave  to  sa}'  Miss  Fitzkerbert  was  UQ 
stranger  to  the  language  of  admiration, 
but  that  hearty  once  so  volatile,,  was  now 
lacerated  by  repeated  misfortune;  death 
had  torn  from  her  fond  embrace  the 
most  indulgent^  the  best  of  fathers, land 
of  men  :  the  elegant  Montague^  to 
whom  her  fondest  aflfection^  her  plighted 
faith  was  given^  death  also  claimed;, 
and  the  cold  tomb  had  long  enshrined 
this  dearly  beloved^  this  afiianced  bus* 
band.  Her  oaly  wish  was  now  to  pass 
unnoticed,  she  had  not  a  smile  left  to  be- 
stow on  that   admiraiioD^  which  once 
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^rould    haye    afforded    her^    at  leasts 
amusement. 

Miss    Fitzherbert   now   reached  her 
liabitation^   and   instantly  retired  to  tier 
own  apartment  ;    then   falling  on  her 
knees^  she  poured  forth  her  pure  soul  in 
prayer  to  her  merciful  Creator^  for  per- 
mitting her  once  more  to  breathe  the 
pure  air,  and  contemplate  the  awfully 
grand  works  of  Nature. 
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CHAPTER   IX. 


**  For  never  can  true  reconcilement  grow. 

Where  wounds  of  deadly  hate  have  pierced  f  o> 
deep." 


The  Misses  M'Fadgers  were  at  their 
M^iiidows  as  Clara  passed^  but  she  did 
not  observe  them ;  not  so  the  Misses 
M'Fadgers^  they  bad  observed  and  noted 
her.  Miss  Gatty  begun  :  '^  So^  Miss 
Clara's  at  her  old  tricks^  I  see^  drawing 
the  gentlemen  after  lier  ;  I  am  sure  I 
wonder  she  is  not  ashamed  of  herself^ 
trying  to  gain  their  notice.  "  Yes," 
taid  her  sister^  y  t  think  I  woiM  have 
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waited  tiii  I  had  thrown  off  mv  mourn- 

ing."      ''  Mourning  indeed  !"  repealed 

Miss    Gatty,  *'  much   she   cares  about 

mourning  y  I  suppose  she  fancies  it  sets 

oflFthe  beauty  (drawling  out  the  word) 

she  thinks  she  posseses^  and  then  much 

she  would  care  if  a  friend  died  every 

month.    It  often  makes  me  think  of  Mr. 

Pope, 

*«\Dd  bear  about  the  xocs£ay  of  woe, 
To  uidflight  dances,  and  ther  public  t how."  ' 

sung  forth  Miiss  Gatty,  bridling  and 
bemroing  all  the  tiriae.  Well,  for  ray 
part^  I  can't  imagine  what  the  men  see 
io  such  a  pale-faced,  rush- like- being  ; 
I  doh't  think  they  admire  her,  I  believe 
its  all  her  own  doing,  she  contrives  it 
somehow  ;  nobody  knows  how  but  her- 
self;   by   flattering  them  I  isuppose." 

"Yes,"  said  Miss  Gertrude,  stretching 

• 

her  neck  an  inch  longer  ''  which  I  could 
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never  do ;  but  1  suppose^  sister^  s{rt^ 
wont  rest  till  she  has  persuaded  some 
young  fellow^  with  a  good  fortune  in 
hand  to  support  her  as  she  wishes^"  "  Or 
with  one  in  reversion,  like  Montague,"' 
said  Miss  Gatty — ''  well,  I  don't  know 
^^rrc^'^  how  all  that  business  was,  but  I 
dont  think  he  meant  really  to  have  mar- 
ried her  ;  poor  man,  he  had  a  luckj 
escape  ifv  he  did ;  it  was  well  he  was 
effectually  prevented  !  Therfe  is.  some 
mystery  about  this  Ellen,  as  they  call 
her/'  said  she  looking  cunningly  ;  ''but 
Hannah  was  quite  pert  to  Barbara,  whea 
she  went  in  the  morning,  after  Miss. 
Clara's  midnii^ht  excursion,  and  told' 
her  she  had  something  else  to  do  then  ta 
spend  her  time  in  answering  questions^ 
which  did  not  concern  710  one,  that  she- 
knew  of." 

*'Ye8,  yes/'  said  Miss  Gertrude^ 
Hannah  has  her  cue;  she's  artful 
enough,   after  living  so  long  in  the  far- 
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mily.     ''It  would  be  strange/^  said  her 
sister^   ''  if  she  had  Dot  learnt  her  lesson  ; 
she's  too  artful  for  th6  poor  simple  Bar- 
bara.   The  girl  could  hardly  get  her  to 
speak^  she  told  me^  when  she  came  back^ 
aod  then,  jou  kncfw,  one  could  not  make 
anjf  thing  out  of  it  ;  but;  as  I  told  my 
friend  Mrs.    Marsland^   it  was  but    a 
mysterious  dark  story   altogether   that 
Miss  Clara  had  sent  abroad  ;  she  knew 
what  she  was  doing,  I  did  not  doubt'; 
aod  as  nobody  yet  had  ever   taken  her 
foe  a  fool,  it  was  not  \ery  likely  that,  ia 
her  circumstances,  she  should  have  adop- 
ted a  child,   a  perfect  stranger  to  her, 
when  she  could  hardly  Ijve  herself.  The 
doctor  knows  more  than  he  chuses  to  tell, 
I  suppose ;  but  Clara  had  somehow  con* 
trived  to  bribe  him  over  that  he  would 
i^oi  say  a  word  ;  to  be  sure  they  said  the 
girl  looked  to  be  ten  or  (some  said) 
twelve  years  of  age ;  but  people  could 
not  always  guess  right  about  age  either 
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way  hy  many  years^  ijhd  she  did  not 
believe  Miss  Fitzherbert  vas  as  young 
as  slie  preler.dcd?^;  she  herself  had  been 
guessed  iiiise- and- twenty^  and  she  must, 
acknowledge  to  more  than  that  by  se- 
veral }ears,  but  people  would  not  be* 
licve  her  when  she  said  so.  At  ttire  same 
time  it  \^as  well-krown  the  good  lady 
happened  to  be  at  this  period  on  the 
veriTC  of  fiftv. 

These  ladies  had  been  particularly 
desirous  of  affixing  some  suspicious  cir- 
cumstance^ from  [the  firsts  if  possible 
upon  Mr.  Marsland^  respecting  EUlen« 
in  order  that  they  might  go  and  condole 
with  their  dear  friend. Mrs.  Marsland 
uponit^  and  lament  together  the  hard 
fate  of  women  who  have  such  husbands  ;* 
— and  hard  enough  it  is^  where  the 
reality  exists^  it  must  be  confessed  ;  but 
1  hope  that  in  many  cases  like  the  pre- 
sent^ it  is  merely  imaginary.  Indeed, 
in  this    instance   accident  bad  not  be- 
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Tnended  their  project^  as  on  the  night 
when  Clara  took  home  her  young 
charge^  Mr.  Marsland  returned  in  the 
height  of  the  storm,  from  seeing  a  pa- 
tient, who  lived  at  some  distance^  and 
not  having  any  other  business  abroad, 
that  evening  and  being  thoroughly 
drenched  in  the  rain,  he  went  to  bed. 
Nothing  could  therefore  so  far  be  built 
upon  this,  as  there  w^as  no  fotindatiori 
even  to  have  wdide  r  jealo7is  wife  un- 
easy, which  Mrs.  Marsland  couUl  not 
be  called*  They  however  wecit  and 
made  some  distant  inquiries  re^^pecting 
where  Mr.  Marsland  was  in  the  storm, 
&c.  ;  after  being  informed  by  Mrs. 
Marsland  how  \ery  wet  he  came  home, 
from  having  been  obliged  to  walk 
thiongh  it ;.  and  that  he  went  to  bed 
soon  after  ;  but  when  informed  how 
mnch  Mr.  Marsland  had  interested 
himself  for  Ellen,  they  observed  he  did 
not  apply  to  them  ;  Mr.  Marsland  had 


indeed  declared  in  jest  that  he  wonld^ 
but  uc\er  meant  it;  however^  to  this 
thcv  could  say  but  little,  as  if  he  had 
boon  from  any  tic,  particularlj/  inte- 
rested^  lie  would  not  of  course  have  taken 
such  a  step  as  to  propose  a  subscription ; 
they  only  observed  that  people  made 
thomsolves  very  busy  about  what  did 
not  concern  thoni  ;  for  their  parts^ 
though  thoy  hoped  they  were  as  chari- 
tably disposed  as  their  neighbours^  thej 
chose  to  do  what  they  did  do  themselves ; 
and  not  to  hog  the  money  out  of  other 
peoples*  pockets  to  give  away  and  make 
a  flourish  \\iih.  But  this  passed  only 
between  themselves,  as  they  durst  not 
affront  Mr.  ]Mar>land  ;  -and  here  it  must 
be  observed  that  their  benevolence 
flowed  in  so  silent  a  stream,  no  one  could 
over  discover  it. 

Disappointed  in  forming  a  tale  upon 
this  occasion,  they  howexer  took  every 
opportunity  of  remarking  it  wa?  alto- 
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gether  a  very  extraordinary  business  : 
no  wonder  Clara  ^^as  ill  upon  it.  But 
few  people  now  attended  to  their  re-, 
marks  and  insinuations^  except  where  it 
suited  them^  particularly  to  turn  (hem^ 
in  some  way^  to  their  ovui  advantage.  In 
this  case  every  thing  was  against  them, 
as  Mr.  Marsland  and  Mr.  Sduritz.  both 
men  in  high  estimation  and  generally 
known^  had'gi\en  the  true  statement^ 
which  was  of  course  credited^  and  cir* 
culated  ;  ihey  did  not  entertain  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  in  the  matter. 

Clara's  health  and  strength  were  now 
80  much  restored^  that  she  fancied  she 
wa8  almost  as  well  as  she  could  ever 
hope  to  be,  and  had  nearly  arranged 
her  plan  for  quitting  Halifax.  Sitting 
one  mirning  ruminating  on  the  past^ 
the  present^  and  future,  scenes,  that 
mi2:ht  await  her  with  Ellen,  at  their 
little  work  table,  her  'attention  was 
roused  bv  a  knoikins'  at  the   door^  and 

X 

directly   Mr.   Marsiaiid  entered.      ''I 
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Was  just  thinking  of  you,  Mr.  Mai 
land/'  said  Clara  ;  '^  and  what  is  md 
wishing  to  seeyou/' sheaddcd^  smiling 
''so,  pray  be  sealed"  pointing  to 
chair,  *'  for  I  have  much  to  say  to  youi 
Marsland  told  her  he  was  always  hap] 
to  receive  her  commands,  but  her  fla 
tering  reception  of  htm,  he  must  ke< 
to  himself,  if  he  wished  to  avoid  bi 
a  dozen  duels  at  least.  "  How  so 
asked  Clara.  "  I  dont  know,"  he  rcplie 
"  that  I  ought  to  tell  you  all  the  m 
chief  you  do,  but  Parthian  like,  1  fii 
you  shoot  flying.*'  Clara  remarked  th 
she  always  thought  that  cowardly  in  t 
Parthians,  and  had  no  intention  of  in! 
tatiiig  them.  Marsland  then  told  b 
that  he  had  been  called  in  to  a  patie 
where  he  had  found  several  that  she  hi 
wounded  deeply,  though  he  hoped  n 
mortality  ;  "  I  knew  from  the  descri 
tion,'*  he  added,  *' it  could  be 
one  but  you  ;  and  as  it  is  my  provin 
to  heal,  not  to  kill,  at  least  1  hope  n( 
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hogbing^  ''I  shall  keep  to  mjielf  all  tha 

iattering  things  you  have  said  to  me  this 

BorniDg.     '^  It  was,  however^  all  true, 

anoredly,"   cried  Clara;    ^'aod  more 

tbio  that,  I  must  request  the  favour  of 

a  TKTg'ji'-TSTB. — Ellen,  my  love,   lay 

-aside  your  work  for  the  '  presentt  and 

lead  over  the  part  I  marked  for  you 

ie?efal  times  attentively  ;  and  then  take 

a  run  in  the  garden^  until  I  ring  fdir 

you." 

Miss  Fitzherbert  mentioned  how 
Buch  she  was  interested  in  knowing 
if  the  gentleman,  who  called  during 
ber  illness,  was  a  Major  Carlisle,  in 
iotimate  friend  of  Captain  Montague's  ; 
ibe  sighed  deeply,  and  the  tears 
forced  their  passage  at  the  recollec- 
tion of  a  name  so  dear,  though  lost  for 
ever. 

Marsland's  imagination  dwelt  '  on 
the  blush  ;  and  the  tear  he  had  i>b- 
aerved.  with  concern,  on  pronouncing 

IfOL.  I.  o 
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fact^  bad  tieyer,  till  now,  been  given 
away;  the  disparity  in  years  between 
tbem  trifling  ;  in  situation,  and  other  ad* 
vantages,  a  similarity  ;  he  bad,  from  all 
these  circumstances,  to  which  Clara'i 
sisterly  avowed  regard  had  most  inno^ 
cently  contributed,  been  led  to  encourage 
an  affection  inconsistent  with  the  Towa ' 
he  had  already  miide  his  wife;  he  8hud-> 
dered  at  the  precipice  on  the  brink  of 
which  he  stcvod.  Let  him  not  be  Uhi 
severely  censured  !  his  intenti«>ns  had 
ever  been  pure ;  and  except  at  this  trying 
momenty  his  conduct  blameless  and  lioi^ 
curable.  Seeing  Clara  reassume  her  * 
composure,  contributed  greatly  to  re- 
store IVIarsland's;  and  attemptuig  to  be 
gay,  *'  Now  for  the  tete-a-tete^  you  pro- 
mised nic,"  he  said,  carelessly,  well  nigh 
over  acting  his  part.  .  **  It  was  respect* 
ing  that  dear  girl  who  has  just  Jeft  ns,'' 
Claia  ob$:erved,  'Mhat  1  wished  to  talk 
with  you;    she  has  long  ktiowa    ber^ 
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vhMl  was  thinking/'   said    Marsland, 
with  a  deep  involuntary  sigh^  *'  but  1  beg 
put  pardon   for  being  so  \vbolIy  lost 
vrhen  nrith  you."  Clara  in  vain  attempted 
to  conceal  her   emotion  :  "  You  are  ill. 
I  fear/'  making  tilings  still   worse^  and 
was  going  (o  take  her  hand^   but  hastily 
drew  it  back  again*     Till  this  moment^ 
vheu  thrown  off  his  guard,  Mr.  Mars- 
land  had  never  kih)wn  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  be  guarded  against  a  passion  of 
%hich  he  had  been  vihtilly  unconscious' 
—it  had  stolen  on  him  by  such  iuipcrcrp- 
libie  degrees.     Clara  was  yo;jng,  lov(*!y, 
and  amiable  ;  he  had  seen  her  in  s(niie  of 
the  m  st  interesting  situations;   he  had 
just  discovered    her  in  a  new  one ;   at- 
tacbed  to   the  lost  Montague;    he  had 
never  contemplated  her  before  as  a  wife^ 
or  a  mother  ;  it  had  been  his  fate  to  have 
the  care  of  her  as  her  fir^t^  almoht  her 
only  friend  :  he  had  a  heart   capable  of 
appreciating  her  yaiue^  a  heartj  that  in 
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in  tears  ;  and  when  as»ked  wky  slid  cried, 
she  said'  V  Because  her  father  did  not 
come  to  see  her ;  that  she  loved  Mist 
Fitzherbert  dearly^  but  she  wanted  to 
sec  her  father  very  much/' 

''  I  then  talked  to  her  on  the  8uhject> 
and  endeavoured  to  reconcile  her.  mind 
to  the  event ;  and  now  she  usualiy  ap^ 
pears  calm  and  cheerful;  i1ideed«-8li« 
has  endeared  herself  to  me  so  muchji 
do  not  know 'any  consideration  thajt 
would  tempt  me  to  separate  from  her  ; 
that  I  rejoice  she  is  so  much  pleased 
with  the  thought  of  going  with  me  to 
England." 

Mr.  Marsland's  countenance  changed, 

_  when  she  mentioned  going  to  England  ; 

but^  by  an  effort  of  fortitude^  though  b6 

could  not   wholly  command,  he  in  part 

suppressed  his  feelings. 

Oh  !  what  may  not  be  done  by  vir« 
tuous  exertion  ? 

After  a  short  pause,  be  summoned  re- 
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solution  to  ask  her  if  she  teas  then  de- 

temined  to   leave, Ihem?     but    could 

scarcely  add,  *'  When  do  jou  go  ?"    la 

replj,  Clara   said    *'  It   had    bceti    lier 

fatherls  wish,  which  was  sufficient}  tu  de- 

teitnine  her,,  that  she  should   visit  her 

luitive  shores— -from  an  expectatiuu  that 

flooe  relations,   who  had  it  greatly  in 

their  power,   would  be  ser\icjpab!e,  as 

friends,   in  at   least  aflfk>rding  her   that 

faootioned     protection     she    so    much 

Deeded ;   that  an  occasional  intercourse, 

b^  letters,  had  been  kept  up   by  hec 

£iti]er  with  some  of  them,   particularly 

one   family;   the  reIation:)hip   was    but 

distant,  as  the  lady  was  only  her  father  s 

first  cousin,  and    not  having  ever   seen 

her,  she  did  not  Hatter   herself  with  the 

idea  of  deriving  much  advantage  from 

being  introduced.;   but  she  had    letters 

from    Mr.   Filzhcrbert  to   this   family,' 

and  two  or  three  others,  and  should  cer* 

taiuly  comply   with    his  wishes  ;  that^ 
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respecting  the  time^  it  must  be  defn^ 
mined  bjr  the  arrival  of  Ca ptaia - Os^ ' 
borr^e^  whom  hatii.g  known  for  ume' 
yean,  the  had  intormed^  the  momtt 
when  Jie  next  came,  to  return  with  him  ; 
and  she  supposed  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks  it  was  probable  he  would  be 
there :  But  Mr.  Marsland,*'  said  ahe^ 
"  will  you  grant  me  one  favour  ?" 

''  There  are  few  things/'  he  replied, 
"  that  ffou  can  ask  that  I  could  refuse. 
"What  is  it  ?  Speak — yes— I  do  pro- 
mise/' In  thinking  of  her  request  she 
did  not  observe  his  emotion.  "  It  is,** 
said  she,  *^  that  in  case  of  my  death,  you 
will  allow  roe  to  nominate  you  Ellen's 
guardian/' 

''It  is  too  much/'  he  exclaimed, 
seeing  she  was  proceeding,  ''  to  thinks 
not  only  of  parting  with  you,  but  losing 
you  for  ever— -say  no  more  I  beseech 
you/'  exceedingly^agitated,  and  snatch- 
ing up  his  hat, — ''  Yes,  that,  and  any 


1<^ 

tiling  else-—  every  thing/'  ^  And  tbjt 
money/'  said  Clara.  ''Oh  !  name  it 
not,*  he  cried^  "I — I  must  leave  you,— 

ftrewel !''  and  be  immediately  quitted 

the  home. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


'*  The  flow'rj  tribes  all  hloomini;  riie, 
BcTond  the  weak  attempts  of  art. 

Whose  bright  i aim itable  dies. 

Speak  meet  conTictioa  to  the  heart  l'^ 


Clara,  absorded  in  her  own  ideas^  had 
not  at  the  raoment  attended  to'  Mr. 
Marsland*8  ajritation  ou  leaving  the 
room ;  it  now^  however^  darted  upoa 
her  imagination^  with  what  had  passed 
before^  as  being  strange.  She  could 
not  account  for  it  ;  what  could  It 
mean;    he  ^  must  have  been  thinking 
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of  busiaess .  \?bich^    perhaps^    he   was 
anxious  to  attend  Iq,   and   she  had  de- 
tained him.     Some  scene  of  aflAiction 
'   lie  bad  lately   witnessed,   bad   certainly 
been  brought  back  to   his  recollection: 
it  must  have  been  S09     Peibaps  he  was 
unwilling  to  accept  the  office  of  guar- 
dian to  Ellen,   yet   would  not   refuse 
ber,  and  this  bad,  disturbed  bim;  she 
feared  she  bad  done  wrong  to.  ask    it. 
Indeed  she  hesitated  after  she  Jbad  be- 
gun to  make  the  request,    fearing/  per- 
baps  she  ought  not,  yet  she   knew  he 
did    not    usually    mind    trouble ;    she 
could  ;iot    recal    wbal   was    past ;     it 
must  now    remain    as  '  it    was^    as    it 
would  hurt  him  to  say  any   thing   like 
his  giving  it  up. 

A  few  days  after  this  interview  with 
Mr.  Marsland,  Mr.  Sauritz  called 
uppn  her  v^itb  an  appraisement  and  in- 
ventory of  the  few  things  they  had 
fuiuid  at  thecottage^;^  and  she  req^uestc^cji 


4M  U  .W48.  so  '|<^Bg  siiioe  thej  saw  him  ; 

/atid  they  knew   he  ^as   out  a  fishing 

Dvhen;it  begari ;  she  hctped  they  i^auld 

aeis  the  pretty.  £IIea  aga^tj,  &he  vras  9» 

4goo.d  imtuiFeid.  ;   .    ,     ,  ,       ,    ;    ,    '  .    ^ 

V  They:  cp^ld  .pooe    of  them    ac^puDjt 

'^  thf  vUU  of  the   ludians,  hut  sup- 

phsed^  ii.>va»  accideut,   that  they.  had. 

taMn  :sheltar  ,frx)Kp  ;^  ^f^![F9'  <^P.  their 

4>9aftt;^  ths^t-.thej  were ,  abupl  then^.,  j^r 

A9^e::days^  hut.  weuf^  not  niorp  .to  'the 

.jBolt^ge  ;iytliat  oiie  of  them  was  of  ano*- 

thej;  tr.i^e^  and  they  were  the  whJle  tioie 

fiqisy  ^t)d  riotous.,       .  t 

:  Xlara  was  a^rpri^ed;  to  -find  the  jap- 

{>vaLhemef)t    anipunted.   to    upwards    of 

Ituaety  pounds^  a  new    boat   and   some 

j6:»l)ing  tackle  included.      It   was  theft 

agreed   tha(t   when    Ciara'&.  household 

furniture,  were  dispo^^ed  uf,  which  she 

determined  should  not  he  till   after   her 

departure^  these  should  also  be  aodd  : 


when,  they  were  to'  be  brought 
to  the  ^uclioDeer's  for  further  secu- 
rkj.  .  ' 

'  llr«  Sauri^a^  now  inquired  for  EHen, 
wbo  making  her  appearance,  Clara  fold 
hcf  that   gentl^eman  was   a  very    kind 
friend  of  bers^  to  whom  she  was  much 
oblj^d.     The  lonely  girl,  immediately 
locking  at  him,  curtised  in  her  ru»tio 
style,  but  with  a  degree  of  native  grace* 
ittfinitely  ptessiug';  nor  could  Mr.  San* 
ritz  be  « prevailed  upon  to  receive  any 
other  acknowledgment  than  thanks  for 
the  trouble  he  had  taken,  and  soon  after 
t(v>k  his  leave.     When  he  wa»  passing' 
the  outer  door,  Clara,  recollecting  some- 
thing more  she  had  to  say,  quickly  fol- 
lowed   him,    and    just   returning  after 
bidding    him     good     morning,    as   she 
looked  up,  her  eyes  met  those  of  Cap- 
tain Bluomfield  gazing  earnestly  at  her. 
A  niodt'st  crimson  suffused  her  cheek,  as 
gracefully  turning  from  hu  too  ^  puiuted 
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admiratton^  she  rejoined  Ellenj  whev/*i^ 
without   giving  .another    thought    to- 
vanity,  or  the  elegant  man,  whose  ejea  ; 
had  spoken  in  intelligent  language,  hovr 
yeryt  handsome   hef  thought    her,  she.  . 
selected  a  lesson  for  .EUeii  to  read  ti>. 
her ;  and  whilst  her  pupil  went  on,  gave 
it  her  whole  attention.     It  was  .from  a  < 
Treatise  on    Botany>   adapted    to  th^i 
youthful  mind,  a  science  Clara  particu*, 
larly  wished  Ellen  to  cultivate/ as  opeiH^. 
iHg  a  wide  field  of  rational  amusenKeiit^ 
which  she  could  always  command,  let 
her  lot  in  life  be  what  it  would,  this 
was  open  wilh  never  ending  variety  to* 

delight. 

«       ■ 

**  Ye  caoBot  rob  me  of  kind  nature^  beoa."' 

And'  >he  hoped,  would  have  a  ten* 
deticy  to\iaids  impressing  sentiments  of 
pious  gratitude,  from  leading,  her  to 
consider  the  benevolent    hand,   which 
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^Jf  tcattm  over  the  earth  ^o  many  treainret 

^  krich  profusiou,  iu  different  ways  to 

^^1  gntity  his   creatures.     Countless  !  un* 

^/  oufflbered  blessings  !  which  «he  uvuuld 

^l  trace   from  nature,  up  to    its   Great 

FooDder.      CFara  knew- no  science  mo 

irell  calculated  to  expand,  and  at  the 

ame  time  to  amuse  the  mind.     Botanj 

must  be  her   first  attention ;    it  would 

lid  tny  natural  taste  she  might  hate 

for  drawing,  almost  supply  one^  if  na* 

ture  had  been  niggardly  in  the  boon  ; 

ibe  conld  scarcely  conceive  that  a  good 

botanist  should  nut  draw  tolerably  :  on 

thig  subject  she  was  almost  ^^  enthusiast. 

Clara  had  no  wish  that  Ellen  should 

leara  any  thing  for  the  mere  ostentation 

of  displaying  being  esteemed  learned,  or 

liigbly  taught,  but  solely  with  a  view  to 

real  improvement,  thereby  rendering  life 

more  useful  and  pleasant  to  herself,  and 

perhaps  beneficial  also  t6  society  ;  above 

all,  she  endeavoured  to  cultivate  in  her 
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f^pik>it  .«pii«to«&;cbQesftjl',  viftt 
CUtiooal  lliefjF/,  ;>     ,. .  .;.  .    r. 

.  Mu«  f.ilRbtrbcf t  Iedri)jt>  fisotaoi 
berjOtotli^  liVail^fi  £i>glUh  \i^om4 
liad^dnjp2fcd<€|Draeradyaii(agei'  or. 
4k)iv.  wbich:  accipuDled{oY>the.i9 

lm9^  t^iiaiiie  06  life  p]He>':]hiiir 

}ie  ba4  taught  Jier  .to  play;  pn-  sbti 
)9^itb  #tni>gd>  lbaii:hie  bad!  ni%ite  i 
ji^d^bfl  u^d^^Q'^ifigt  >^  hen  be  blc^ 
|[ute:i,tbiug|$lie'«rt}efl!^ly  went  on  u 
ipg.hcf^iliitle  acGornplbbnifiots^,  1 

auditor  a:  .:  ■:; 

//  Sbe  could  bo<!b  iretal. and  speak 
im.tb^  $t}  lei  tbaft.ber>;&tb6f  ibdd.i 
iier/Av^Bie  conoiesiooIiMit&t  thfe 
Erfendi^itt  ZSiMa  •  Scoiia'ifaKsi  hoei 
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tioned ;  but  there  was  almost  as  much 
to  unlearn,  as  bad  been  learnt  from  the 
iDode  in  which  she  had  been'  taught. 
Mrs.  Dubois  first  met  her  husband, 
ibe  had  told  Ellen,  at  the  lady's  bousQ 
who  had  brought  her  up.  She  was  left 
tn  orphan  early  hi  life;  and  this  ladj^ 
kd  thk&i  her  hocde^  where  she-  wsis  in- 
tanded  for  a  companion  or  buoUile  fi*ieiid 
to  tier  daughter,  a  Tery  amifaAiie  young 
gir1|-  about  two  years  youiiger  than'Mrsl 
Dubois.  ;  .  • 

She  sa^  in  the  room  wbtlst  Mis^-Agnes 
received  her  lessons  from  tbe  *  diflRsreht 
masters  who  attended   her  ;    and   fre^ 
quently,   after  they  were  gone,  Agnes 
would  repeat  them'  with  Mary,  at  first, 
by  wa}'  of  playing  the  instructress,  and 
fiiucying    herself  a  woman  ;    but  after- 
wards, as  she  grew  older,  with  a' real 
wish    that    Mary,    whom    she    dearty 
loved,  might  improve,  and  make  it  of 
use  to  her  afterwards.    Thifr  promising 
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joung  person  only  lived  to  number  sn* 
teen  years,  when  a  cold,  caught  at  a 
private  bail,  iat  first  too  much  disre^ 
garded,  ended  in  a  rapid  decline..  Her 
parents  vrere  almost  inconsolable  for  her 
loss;  her  mother  could  neither  bear 
home^or.any  thing  that  reminded  her  ^f 
the  lovely  blossom  then  vvitbertn^  itf 
the  tcmb.  Consequently  Mary's  situa* 
tion  became  on  every  account  very  patoh 
ful,.  as  she  put  her  lady  .continually- ia 
mind  of  the  darling  she  had  lost,  more 
dtear  as  being  an  only  daughter.  At 
this  period,  her  son,  now  their  only  rcr 
maining  child^  about  nineteen  years  of 
age,  arrived  at  home  from  a  cruise, 
which  he  had  been  along  with  his  fathers- 
Captain  Moreton,  who  was  in  the  navy^ 
in  which  service  the  young  man  had  just 
attained  the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  and 
with  him  arrived  Jacques  Dubois,  who 
bad  some  years  before  been  engaged  by 
the  Captain^  when  cruizing  upon'  thft 
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Halifax  station.     He  then  noticed  joang 

Jacquei  as  an  active  clever  lad^  with  a 

Hrj  preposseasiug  cuuoteiiance>    who 

wai  ever  ready  to  attend  upon  the  Cap* 

tuoatdiffefent  times  when  he  made  ex- 

tunions  to  the  romantic  scenes,  amongst 

nhicb  the  boy  lived  ;  where   his  son, 

Sgbert  M oretim,  having  frequently  ac* 

compaoied  his  father,  and  appearing  to 

itiAch  himself  to  Dubois,  had  led  the 

Captain  to  apply  to  the  boy*s  friends,  to 

know  if  they  were  willing  to  spare  him, 

HUid  he  would  make  a  sailor  of  him,   as 

Jacques  had  many  times  expressed  a  wish 

lego  along  with   young  Moreton,  and 

ken  delighted  with  every  thing  he  saw 

irheo  on  board  the  Captain's  i^hip.  All 

was  so  new  and  striking;  it  was  like  a 

little  world,  to  explore  the  wonders  of 

a  man  of  war. 

The  worthy  honest  couple,  with  whom 
Jarques  lived,  regarding  him  as  a  child 
of  their  own^  trom  having  taken  him. 
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nvhen  a  little  one^  undier  iheivchre,'  "vreri 
very  loath  to  part  with  biui ;  ^but  timcb 
grew  bard^  and  tbey  were  growing oM^ 
and  Jacques  was  too  young  to  help.them 
much^  poof  fellowj  by  wbal  he  coiiU 
dp^Mboiigh  it  would  go  ^well  nigh.^to 
break  their  hearts  ^to  jiart  wtththiaigiilie 
Mas  such  ^a  willing/ kind*bearted.:l«d. 
Yet  be  mus^t  push  on  some  way ;  aqd 
his  honour^  the  Captain,  would  be  good 
to  him^  tho'y  did  not  doubt,  seeing  4i 
how  they  had  taken  such  a  liking  to  him 
.all  at  oncfi;  so  tbey  believeid  he  oiusC  go 
.fiVr  his  own  piod  ;  and  sometime,  maj^ 
liap>  he  woitUI  couie  back  to  see.  then^ 
it  l-G  livid,  anil  they  lived;  but:  then  they 
did  not  jike  be,  biiDuid  be  a  sjailor,  th^ 
had  ^uch  hard  lives,  tbey  thought ;  io 
it  was  agre <^il  he  should  wait  upon  young 
IVIoreion ;  and  the  Captain  assured  ibera^ 
if  he  behaved  well,  he  would  alv^ayd  be 
,his  friend.  -  .    ., 

-  They  thanked  his  honour;  to  be  sure 
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^mj  mottld  liardlj  iktoff  Tvliat.ifo  do 
"MthMrtMhioi!;  ftiit  tfati]^  «r(Hild  not  .stand 
ID. 'bii '  light.  .    Aeectrdinglj^.  w^hen  the 
\4apuM(M<ir>i)dfrfad:  «wky'  from  l^Ii&x; 
4l0enG»ptafnfBdnt74fiir^g  'Motet^n^  witb j^ 
yrunl;  ftt^i  letbh/ Jacqdeitoh  -hibirdv  *9m4 
t.frt9eo0fchdilt(titfae-^o(Ay,Brl{l]'XOifplfi, 
to  inake  them  comCtihahlefirinthe  rtm^ 
ter;  when  they,  after  much  Mmple^'but 
good  advice,  ^ith  tears  and  blessings^ 
suffered  the  ahnost  broken- hearted  boy 
to  depart,  and  saw  him  fur  (he  last  time ; 
&s  before   his  return  to  America    they 
were  both  dead.      But  he  had  the  satis- 
'faction  of  reflecting,  that  through  Cap- 
tain Moreton's  kindness,  he  had  been  en- 
tbled,  from  time  to  time,  by  givitig  them 
tome  assistance,  to  shed  comfort  over  the 
winter  of  their. days. 

Such  was  Duboih*8  introduction  to  the 
family  of  the  Moreton's,  where  he  first 
saw  and  loved  his  Mary ;  and  though 
they  did  not  marry  for  some  years  (dur- 
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iDg  which  period  die  lived  with  a  ladj 
to  w  bom  Mrs.  Moreton  had  recoininebd-* 
ed  her,  and  who,  at  her  death,  left  her  a 
trifling  legacy; )  they  entered  into  aaen*. 
gagemeiit  to  niarry  some  time  :  accord- 
ingly, after  fate  had  fixed  Jacques's  lot 
in  America,  Mary  met  himrthere^  and 
they  were  married. 
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CHAPTER  XL 


SRAL  days  parsed  v/ith  Clara  and 
little  protegee,  without  any  thing 
rial  occurring^  or  seeing  any  one ; 
busily  employed  in  making  prepa- 
ns  for  their  voyage;  when,  one 
ling  a  loud  rap  at  the  door  pro- 
led  the  approach   of   visitors^    and* 

Sommers,  a  pretty  girl,  an  ac- 
atance  of  Miss  Fitzherbert,  made 
appearance  with  Mr.  Maryland, 
had  not  seen  her  for  a  considerable 
—painful   forbearance !    which    be 

however^  determined  to  observe  ; 
iccident^  in  this  instance^  "prevente 
for  after  meeting  Miss  Sommers^  he 

»L.   I.  H 
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happened  to  say  in  the  course  of  conver- 
sation^  when  she  reproached  him  for  not 
having  called  to  see  them  ;  that  be  bad 
determined  to  go  there  before  be  re- 
turned horae^  as  it  was  a  morniAg  of  lei- 
sure^  which   he    could    devote  to   bis 
friends.     *^  Do  so/' said  Miss  Sommen^ 
^'  I  am  but  going  for  three  minutes  to 
Miss  Fitzherbert's^  with  a  message  from 
my  mother^  jo^u   shall  go  in  with  ae^ 
and  then  have  the  honour  and  happiness 
of  attending  me  home,  Marsland/'     He 
hesitated  for  a  moment  ;    but  fancied 
himself  almost  under  the  necessity  of 
obeying  his  inclination ;    otherwise,  it 
would  appeared  very  strange^   when  h6    ; 
bad  said  he  was  disengaged.     He  roust  ^ 
— propriety  demanded  it.     Had  it  beeil  J 
as  disagk-eeable,  as  he  felt  it  to  be   plea-  <- 
sant,  some  suddejnh)^  recollected  engagd*^j 
ment>  or  prompt  excuse/ had  been  read]^. 
to  have  avoided  it ;  but,  like  bim,    w*  v 
reason^  when  our  wishes  push  us  oo^; 
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act  a  reprehensible  part.     Virtue^  bow- 
ir|     ever^  allows^  not  of  sucb  trifling  ;   and 
if     vhorethe  patfa  o:f  duty  is^  plain^  it  should 
em  he  vigilantly  pursued. 

Uobappy,  ave  they,  who  give  the  rein 
to  the  passions^  fbr  tfien  there  is  no  longer 
.  Mf  dependance  to  be  placed  on  the 
conduct 

The  conscious  glance  with  which  he 
net  Clara's  eye ;  the  pleasure  he  felt  on 
leeiag  her  again;  the  strong  emotion 
icarcely  to  be  restrained  ^^ith  every  po8-< 
nble  effort^  within  the  necessary  rules  of 
propriety,  would  have  betrayed  him  in 
an  iostaot,   to  a  mind  harbouring  the 
npailest  ^i^p/cioit-— for  all  spoke  the  in- 
telligent language  of  ardent  love*     Hap- 
pily for  him,  Clara  had  none  of  the  state 
of  his  feelings ;  but  after  the  usual  com- 
Jiliments  had  passed>  turning  to  him^  she 
said  rather  reproachfully.;    '^  I  thought 
you  were  lost,   it  is  so  long  since  I  have 
seeo  you ;   Ellen  has  ofted  wondered—- 
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bhail  I  telL  Ellen,  all  you  added? 
*'Oli!  iio«  no,  madam/'  cried  EUei 
speaking  quick,  aiid  blushing  with  al^rn 
*'  Well  then/*  with  a  smile,  resuinin 
what  she  was  saying,  Ellen  woodere 
vou  never  come  here  now." 

"Yes,"  said  Miss  Soramers^ ''and. 
could  tell  you  what  might  perhaps  ad 
to  your  wonder,"  ]speaking  to  Ellei 
''  that  you  are  obliged  to  me  for  tk 
viiiit,  for  I  brought  Mr.  Marsland^  liai 
sure  you.  Ellen  thanked  her  with  grei 
innocence,  and  turning  to  Clara,  sAii 
''  I  know  Miss  Fitzheibert  is  glad,  aj 
you  not,  madam  ?"  *'  I  scarcely  know, 
Clara  replied,  *'  I  think  I  ought  to  I 
displeased  that  Miss  Sonimers's  intere 
was  necessary  in  bringing  Mr.  Marslai 
to  see  an  old  iViend." 

The  unfortunate,  subject  of.  thjs.c^K 

versation   was  ill  it  ease  from  the  coja 

menccroent  of  it ;   continually  from  coi 

ciousness     dreading     detection ;     ai 


I4d  -   - 

tfaongb    gratified    that    Clara    should^ 
from  any  cause   have  regretted  his  ab- 
sence^ yet  miserable  to  think  of  having 
most  distantly   offended  her^   he  endes^- 
voured  to  apologize,  when  seeing  him 
look  really   distressed^   Clara  told  him 
with  great  good  humour^   if  he  would 
promise  to   behave  better  in  future^  she 
would  forgive  the  past.  - 

A  smart  officer  ascending  the  steps^ 
drew  their  attention^  and  rendered  Mars- 
land's  reply^  and  that  promise  he  would 
have  been  but  too  ready  to  give,  unne- 
cessary.     Miss  Fitzherbert  wondered ; 
and  e:Kclaimed  who  can  it  be  ?.  some  ad- 
mirer of  yours,  Kate,  I  suppose  ;    to  me 
beis  wholly  unknown^  **La!  bless  me/* 
said  Miss  Sommers,   *'  I  vow,    I  do  be- 
lieve it  is  Bloomfield,  for  now  I    recol- 
lect   I    was  to   walk  with  him  and  the 
liissons  this  morning ;    and    he  is  come 
here  to  fetch  me — will  you  allow   me  to 
introduce  him  ?  he  is  a  sort  of  relation  of 
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mine."  "  Certainly,/'  replied  Claras, 
^vbo  could  do  no  less,  ''any  friend  of 
yoUr.s."  Hannah  jubt  then  came  to  say 
that  Captain  Bloorofield  bad  called  for 
Miss  Somroers:  .  Miss  Fitzherbert  toM 
her  to  desire  the  gentleman  to  walk  ia, 
which  he  did  ;  and  Clara  was  introdu* 
ced  to  the  bandsonie  stranger,  to  whose 
facc'she  was  indeed  no  stranger^  as  it  w«6 
the  san]«  gentleman  that  had  regarded 
her  with  marked  attention  tw^  orilwee 
tiiiics.  He  opolo-ized  vUh  an«asy  pe* 
liteoess,  for  the  liberty  he  had  taken  iti 
following  Miss  Sommers ;  but  said  be 
bad  called  at  her  house,  and  not  fiodio^ 
her  at  home,  upon  sending  in  his  name^ 
Mrs.  Sommers  had  desired  he  would  call 
for  her  at  Miss  Fifzherbert's,  bowing 
to  Clara,  which  he  was  happy  to  have 
the  honour  of  doing.  Of  course 
their  eyes  now  met,  and  produced  an 
emotion  discoverable  in  both,  at  leasts  to 
the  observing  eye  of  M^sland  ;  in  Cap- 
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tain  Blooinfield  it  proceeded  from  plea- 
sure that  he  bad  been  so  far  favoured 
bycbance^   in  baviog  obtained  an  iiitro- 
.    dtiction  to  Ciara^  for  wbii^h  he  had  long 
tigked^and  almost  despaired  of,  from  the 
recollection  bow  mu(!h  he  had  observed 
lier^wben  they  met.     It  however ileter- 
^ioed  Mr.  Marsland  to  prolong  his  visit, 
vbich  he  bad  not  intended,  be  thought ; 
butto  go  now,  was  impossible  ;  he  was 
^ell-bound,   and  could    not  lea;Ve.  the 
ttichanied  ground.     A  general  desultory 
CdsversaAipn  for  some  ame  took  place  ; 
ridings  A^vaLking^  dancing,  eacb  bad  their 
iturn  in.  canvassing  ihe  round  of  amuse- 
a^ent,   i^rsuedbythe  gay  circle,^   when 
Captain   Bloomfield  lamented  not  hav- 
ing met   Miss '  Fitzherbert    in   any    of 
these  parties.     Clara  bowed  to  the  com- 
plimeat,  scarcely  suppressinga  sigh^  and 
was    silent,    the    sigh,     Mr.    Marsland 
echoed,  but  could  have  dispensed  with 
ibe    complkneot  from  an  object  so  at- 
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tractive.  He  had  forgot  Montague  at 
the  moment^  and  all  the  past  in  his  ap- 
prehension^ for  the  present ;  not  so 
Clara^  otherwise^  he  was  right  perhaps^ 
as  few  hearts^  disengaged^  could  have 
refused  theirs  to  Bloomfield>  had  be 
sued:  he  was  not  formed  to  sue  in 
vain.  Marsland,  though  generally  al- 
lowed to  be  handsome^  both  by  gentle- 
men and  ladies^  his  person  well  formed, 
manly,  and  genteel^  a  prepossessing^  and 
intelligent  countenance^  with  a  good  ad- 
dress^ could  bear  no  competition  with 
Augustus  Bloom  fields  whose  tall,  ele* 
gant^  manly  figure^  would  even  with  a 
plain  face>  have  been  found  sufficient  by 
half  the  women  who  saw.  him^  to  mark 
him  out  for  admiration.  But  his  claims 
did  not  rest  on  this  alone  ;  his  eyes  were 
dark,  and  wonderfully  expressive  of 
mind  ;  and  id  his  countenance,  such  a 
mingled  dignity  and  sweetness  as  appears 
in  that  fascinatingpicture,  in  the  Muse- 
um, of  the  unfortunate,  perhaps  blame- 


/' 
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A\e,  Charles^  ^ho  died  when  the  earth 
nu  pulluted  hy  the  baneful  hypocriti- 
cal form  of  a  Cromwel.  , 

Nor  did   favourable  appearances  de- 
ceive; Bloomfield  kept  the  fair  promise 
that  he  gave  ;  a;nd  was  indeed  superior  to 
lOost'ineD;  Kate  Sooiraers  admired  him, 
but  could  not  perhaps  wholly  appreciate 
ius  vrorth  and    superiority,    therefore, 
WIS  Dot  in  8Q  much  danger,  and  luckily, 
perhaps  not  many  women  are  endowed 
with  those  nice  powers   of  discrimina- 
tion, which  are  often  fatal  to  4he  hap« 
pioess  of  the  possessor  :  desirable  pri- 
Wlege  !  happy  immunity,  in  case  of  se- 
paration,  how    much     misery    does    it 
prevent ! 

"  Bloomfield/'  said  Kate,  '^did  you 
not  promise  to  make  a  party,  and  take 
the  Lisson's  and  me  a  side  to  Sackville." 
''  Not  that  I  recollect,''  he  replied ; 
''you  know  I  am  always  at  your  service 
— ncTer  so  happy  as  when  attending  (he 
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ladies/'  he  gallantly  added,  snrilingiit 
Kale.  *'  Well,  I  dont  know,"  riie  ob- 
8cr\ed,  ''it  is  to  be  sure,  shocking  to 
suppose  you  could  have  forgot,  so  per- 
haps I  dreanit  it.'*  "  Make  me  happy 
then,  by  allowing  me  to  realize  that 
dream,''  said  Bloomfield.  Miss  ISom- 
niers  said,  '^  1  have  no  objection  to  that, 
and  perhaps,  Clara,  you  M'ill  join  as," 
Bloom  field's  earnest  wishes  were  ex- 
pressed in  his  fine  dark  eyes,  that  she 
would  do  so  ;  he  also  ventured  to  say, 
though  with  some  hesitation,  being  so 
litMe  known  to  her,  that,  if  Miss  Fifz- 
herbert  would  do  him  the  honour  of  rid- 
ing his  horse,  it  was  much  at  her  ser- 
vice, and  was  so  very  gentle  and  tracta* 
ble,  that  if  at  all  afraid,  it  would  suit 
her  exactly."  Oh  !  yes,  Kate  declared 
she  could  answer  for  that  as  she  had 
rode   it  several   times"      ''  Then    you 

• 

will  vouch  for  it,  that  I  have  not  given 
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to  fttourable  a  chatracter  of  my  Ro* 
sinatc." 

""Certiiiiily^  'hvtt  I  think  you  should 
luTfecalleA  it  yaar  Bucephalus/' 

'^  By  tro  means  ;  at  present^  at  least  I 
wish  to  mlist  un^er  other  banners^  and 
fttkt  the  Mirice  chosen  by  the  re- 
notoed  Knight  of  La  Mancfha^  to  that 
df  the  ]|icSro  Alejicander  ;  as  the  former^ 
jfOtt  knowj  was  at  the  devotion  of  the 
ladies. "  • 

"Most  gallantly  spoken,^'  cried  Kate> 
"tben  I  suppose  you  would  shiver  your 
imce  against  a -windmill  any  day." 

*'  Certainly^    if  ordered  ;     it  is   a 

knight's  as  well  a  soldier's  duty  to  obey. 

But  you  have   not,    I  think/*   he  ob- 

served,    '^  obtained   Miss   Fitzherberfs 

entire  acquiescence^  I  fear,  in  our  plan  ; 

which  /  dare  not  take  the   liberty  of 

urging-'* 

*'  No  :  but,!l  hope,  you^have  not  any 

objection  to^  what  is, so  admirably  ar- 
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ranged^  and  wants  but  your  concurreoca 
to  be  put  in  execution^  Clara  ?'' 

''It  does,  not  rest  with  me/'  said 
Ciara  ;  *'  t  shaU  be  happy  to  hear .  jo|i 
have  had  a  pleasant  excurfioo,  and 
doubt  not  its  being  so/'  she  replied^ 
*'  but  raustdeclinex  Xthinkyou^  (bowing 
io  both  )  being  of^  the  party,  as  I  have 
not  been  -on  horseback  so  long,  a  ride  of 
thirteen  miles  and  back  again>  would  be 
quite  a  journey  for  me." 

''  1  feared  as  much/'  Bloomfield  re- 
marked, in  rather  a  low  voice. 

Marslaiid  felt  happy,  relieved  from  a 
liciavy  load  of  torturing  suspense,  but 
was  silent,  musing  a  little.  Bloomfield, 
most  unwilling  to  give  it  up,  a&ked  Miss 
Sommers-if  they  could  not  fix  upon 
some  ether  place,  at  a  shorter  distance  ; 
and  before  Clara  could  object,  "  Yes/' 
she  replied,  "  the  farm — you  would  be 
equal  to  that>  Clara,  it  is  not  half  the 
way.''      ClAra    obseirved^     *^that    she 
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would  not  suffi^r  the  plan  to  be  changed 
OD  bet  account ;''  and  seeing  they  ^^erc 
both  going  to  obviate  thii  objection^ 
quickly  added,  ^'you  kQow>  Kate,  I 
baye  not  for  a  long  season  joined  any 
party ;  indeed  I  cannot ;  jou  must  excuse 
me."  Bloom fie)fl%fieeing  she  looked 
tboughtful/  forbore  to  urge  her  farther. 
But  Catharine^  addressing Marsland&fik- 
edbim,  **  why  he  did  not  prescribe  riding 
to  his  patient  ?  We  should  have  bribed 
you  first//  saidshe^  ^'come,  Marslaod^ 
•peak— is  it  not^^adviseable  ?" 

Suddenly  roused  from  a  reverie  into 
^hich  Bloomfield's  manners  and  this 
conversation  had  plunged  him^  he  an- 
»^cred,  con  fused  ly ,  "  No — Yes — cer- 
tainly I  have  recotn mended  it^  "  You 
flbould  enfnFce,  command  it,  or  give  up 
the  curCj"  Kate  giddily  exclaimed. 

Heartily  vexed  with  Miss  Summers^ 
who  he  thought  abominably  impertinent 
in  the  matter^  Marsland  replied,  "  I 
have  no  right  to  do  either ;  but  satis- 
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fied  Clara  would  not  go,  and'ihatt  rid». 
ing  on  horseback  was  not  her  prinalpti 
objection^  be  offered  his  chaise,  sajnAg^ 
*'  iU^was  much  at  Miss  Fitzhi;rb«it -8 
servic*/' 

*' Wfell,  nom  3»tt  *re  a  good  soul,** 
cried  Catharine,  ^'  arid  by  way  oF  re* 
ward  frhaiil  go  with  us,  and  absolutely 
be  tb«^  charioteer  yourself,  provided 
Clara  will  trust  you.*' 

Poor  Marsland  ^M  tiot  sufficitsntljr 
master  of  his  feclii^gs  to  be  able  entirely 
to  conceal  the  pleasure  this  idea  gave 
him.  JtVhilst  Bloomfieid,  having  turned 
towards  him  during  this  conversation^ 
now  regardied  bim'  with  a  scrutinizing^ 
eye.  -^11  were  silent^a  torment,  waiting 
Miss  Fiiflllrbert's  determination  :  who^ 
again  pleaded  her  strong  reluctance^ 
*'  I  recollect"  said-  she  to  Marsland,. 
'-'you  have  not  been* a  man  of  your 
word ;  and  this  is  a  heavy  charge  to 
bring  against  you  ;  though  no  lesstfue : 
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liowever  I  have  not  brok«n  the  promise 
I  made  you,  nor  forgotten  it;  which  was 
that  the  jSrsf  fide  I  took  should  be  to 
the  cottage^  in  your  chaise^  which  you 
promised  to  bring  soon*  and  in  this  Ellen 
was  indnSed ;  for^  indeed,  the  engage- 
mept,  1  must  confess^  was  principally 
made  with  ber  :  and  being  very  tena- 
cipus  of .  gay  word^  this  must  be  my  first 
excursion.'*  Taking,  in  the  kindest  man- 
ner, the  gratified^Hen's  hand. 

"Nor  was  Ellen  the  only  one  highly: 
gratified  ;  Edward  Marsland  more  than 
fibar^d  in  her  delight ;  he  felt  himself 
distinguished,  though  nothing  of  the 
kind  was  meant,  had  often  recollected 
this  promise,  and  with  diflSculti  forbore 
to  urge  it.  He  had,  howe^^PPForbore, 
and  I  will  venture  to  affirm  that  those 
who  have  in  any  instance  combatted 
with  resolution,  and  conquered  an  im- 
proper inclination,  enjoy  from  the  vic- 
tory even  more  present  pleasant  feeliogt^ 
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fletting  aside  futurity,  and  those  terrors 
>vhich  haunt  the  guilty  breast,  than  the 
degraded  being  i¥ho,  yielding  tp  the- 
moment,  has  suffered,  himself  to  be.  sub- 
due by  it,  in  the  full  accomplishment  of 
his  wishes.  But  Marsland  would  now 
no  longer  allow  himself  to  doubt  that  it 
was  become  necessary  for  him  to  atlcnd 
Clara  on  the  proposed  ride. 

He    therefore    dismissed    every  con- 
demning  thought ;  ai^  was  almost   un- 
generous cnoiigh  to  rejoice  as  having  ob- 
tained something  like  a  triumph  over 
the  handsome  Bloomfield,  who  he  begun 
most  cordially  to  diblike.     Nor  was  this 
unieturned  ;    for     notwithstanding  the 
reasons  ^Hedged  by  Clara  in  excusing 
herselfjfljjtai  joining  them,   BloomSeld^ 
felt   himself,  in  some  degree,-  mortified 
and   envious.     Marsland  was  to  enjoy 
what  he  had  allowed  himself  to  hope 
for-^to    hope  in    vaiii — and  he  saw  a 
something  in  Edward's  manner  to  which 
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he  durst  not  give  a  name^  knowing  binoi 
to  be  a  married  man  ;  but  which  he  felt 
he  highly  disapproved.  He  observed 
hliwever^  with  pleasure,  Clara  was 
ivhoUy  unconscious  of  this  ;  and  could 
almost  have  wished  himself  her  brother^ 
that  he  might  have  put  her  upon  he^ 
guard  ;  but  this  was,  indeed,  the  wish 
of  a  moment  only ;  for  his  was  not  a 
brnther^s  admiration. 

Ellen  now  venj^ure  to  ask  when  they 
were  to  have  their  ride,  just  as  the  Cap- 
tain and  Miss  Sommers  had  risen  to  go, 
Kate  saying,  ^^  The  Lissons  would  think 
they  had  forgotten  their  engagement  :*' 
when  this  enquiry  Ellen  fixed  Bloom- 
field  to  the  spot.  ^ 

Miss  Sommers  stood  a||g||l^til  he 
should  take  his  hat  to  attenPner ;  he 
thought  not  of  thi^,  but  waited  involun- 
tarily for  Clara's  reply,  without  recollec- 
iiiig  what  he  was  about,  and  Ellen^  fear- 
ful Mr.  Marsland  should  go  before  the 


matter  was  fixed,  timidly  respemted  1ie( 
inquiry..  When  Clara,  looking  at  Ed* 
ward,  saidj  '^  £lleii  is,  you  see,  very 
anxious,  but  the  time  must  depend  eo 
yoo. 

Marsland  said,  he  would  endearMr 
«^k>  make  any  time  she  would  fix  coive- 
nient ''  ''  Oh!  yes,''  said  Kate,  ''•eii& 
a  double  dose,  perhaps,  before  band«  b] 
way  of  not  being  detauiied.  Captaii 
BIqomfield,  I  am  sojiry  to  be  under  th 
disagreeable  necessity  of  infonnitig  ya^ 
that  I  wait  for  j/ou-— bad  times  wihen  i 
comes  to  tliat,''  shaking  her  head. 

'^  I   beg  ten  thousand   pardons—' 
r^iy  did  uot  knew." 

"  No,  don't  believe  you  did,"  sai< 
she,  'IjKj^Mr  what  you  were  aibout :  it  i€ 
perhaps,  the  best  apology  that  caii  b 
made  for  ^you,  though  a  bad  one.' 
Spoken  without  any  particular  meanti^ 
— merely  at  random — (this  remark  wa 
felt  by  morls  than  one  of  the  parly. 
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'  TbuB  dfragged  away,  be  was  obliged 
lo  go  before   he  hear^i  the  day  iSxed. 
"  Y^  why  do  1  wiah  to  know  it>"  be 
allied  binselC  *'  wbat  difference  will  it 
Bttke  to.'ine  ? "     Yet  he  did  wish  tolLBO.w 
Jt    He  bad  bat  walked  a  little  way  .with 
Miss  Sommers^  when  tbey  were  met  by  a 
fiitf  tbey  knew,  who  detain-kig  tbem 
vitb  ''  How  d'ye  do's/'  Kate,  looking 
fomndand  seeiiig  Marsland  near  Ihem, 
{for  be  bad  remained  but  a  few  minutes 
after  they  were  gone)  called  <>«*,  "  Well,, 
we  are  met  again  ?  Was  the  knotty  point 
fettled?,  Did  you  fix  the  day?"    ^' Not 
absoJutely/'  be  replied^  and  was  going, 
when  Bloomfield,  who  had  been  chatting 
to  one  of -the  party,  endeavouring  to  ap- 
pear quite  uninterested,  findii||gptbat  the 
subject  was  likely  to  drop,  turned  to- 
wards  Mr.   Marsland,  saying;   ''then 
you  were  as  unsuccessful,  sir,  as  we  were 
*^a8  Miss  Sommers  was."     For  an  in<^ 
ftant  Edward  hesitated,  but  tbinking  it 
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would  appear  odd  on  Clara'd  account ' 
not  to  be  more  explicit  though  heartiljf 
vexed  at  being  forced  to  it,  he  slightfj 
said,  '^l  hope  to  prevail  on  Miss  Fifz- 
herbert  to  take  an  airing  in  my  chaise, 
the  first  fine  day,  with,  her  little  pro* 
tegee."    - 

*'  Then,  faith  sir,  you  will  be  a  happ^ 
man,''  said  a  gentleman  of  the  party^ 
addressing  M arsland^  ''  for  as  these  eyer 
have  witnessed — fatally  witnessed  'Mook*- 
ing  despairingly" 

**  Gra<re  wm  in  all  her  stepf,  heavem  in  her  eyei' 
in  every  gesture  dignity  and  love^* 

would  I  could    add  for    me,*'    said   he 
laughirt|fj^ 

''Oh  !  yes,  for  thee  indeed,"  said  his 
friend  ;  *'  upon  my  soul  that's  modest 
enough  in  thee,  to  think  of  attracting 
the  prettiest  womann  in  the — I — I  beg 
pardon,  one  of  prettiest   women  in   the 
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^fO^iDce  I  meaDt  to   say."     Th^  ladies 
fTttaded  -to    laugh ;     his     friend     did 
laugh.     **  Only  hhea  no  confoijiided  shy 
I  hear.     1  wi«h,  sir,  you    wouSd  intro- 
duce me  ?"    lit^wuiit     some'whaf     ludi- 
crously, but  with  nui<:h   prod  hunKiur 
toMarslatid,  ''as  i  sh(«uld  suppose  you 
mast,  be  an  old  friend^  to  have  prevailed 
on  her  to  ride  out  wUh.you'!** 

Neither  Maryland  or  Bloomfield 
were  please  at  having  the  affair  canvas- 
sed in  this  manner  ;  for  both  well  knew 
the  nice  deliracy  which  should  always 
be  attached  to  a  lady's  name,  is  never 
Ppro\ed,  but  frequently  suffers  when 
she  is  made  the  subject  of  conversation, 
particularly  by  the  gay  and  though iless. 
But  the  good  temper  with  which  this 
gentleman,^  who,  was  a  brother  aflScer, 
•had  spoken,  made  it  not  possible  to 
i^otice  it  ;  indeed  that  generally  makes 
bad  worse,  therefore  it  is  the  part  of 
friendship  to  forbear.     Marsland^  how- 
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eyer,  fe)f  dissatisfied,  and  took  leaTe 
them  rather  cooly,  ^vhilst  Bloovifie 
.still  more  vexed  that  he  had  thoiigbtfe 
Yy  pursued  the  subject,  whi^h  ^vi^i 
otherwise  have  dr capped  without  a 
explanation,  walked  silently ^on,  det 
milled, '  nevertheless,  to  watch  t 
weathet. 


I 
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CHAPTER   XII. 


"  fix  if  you  c&n  the  C)nthiaof  this  minute." 


But  yfho  can  determine  T«^bat  a  lad)'^ 
opioioQ  maj  ^e  of  the  weather  ?  where 
is  the  barometer  to  be  found  which 
can  ascertain  what  that  m^j  chance  io 
Be,  or  indeed,  fix  h€r  in  any  other  given 
poiot  whatever,  -for  five  minutes  to- 
gether, shot  through  BFoomfield's 
thoughts.  Prophane  hold  libeller  of  a 
whole  sex  of  sovereigns !  Well  might 
he  look  round  alarmed  lest  one  should 
appear  at  the  door  of  his  ap^irtment, 
which  was  just  then  opened  by  Robert, 
to  inquire  if  he  naeant  to  ride. 
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Chagrined  and  impatient  had  he,  daj 
after  day^  ronsulted  the  quitkHilver'i 
riiiii'g  aiid  falling*,  the  cloiids  and  ulhei 
varjing  appearanre?^  still  coiiniing  tbem 
apt  enihleni»»  for  ever  changing.  Morn* 
ing  and  evuiing  the  streets  \%ere  reca>n«> 
n(»itred^  where  Clara  lived,  either  b"^ 
himself  or  his  ser\ant/  \ihom  he  fouo— 
various  pretences  of  sending  that  wa^ 
inquiring  uhen  he  returned^  if  he  sa^« 
any  chaises  in  in  \Faitii)g  at  anj  of  th3 
doors. 

The  man  thought  his  master's  hen-^ 
run  strangely  on  chaises^  and  w^oodere^ 
vhat  could  be  the  reason  of  it.  f( 
Bloomfield.  never  made  a  confidant 
his  servant^  and  many  would  be  the  e\\W 
avoided,  by  both  sexes,  were  this  ^ 
general  rule. 

*'  May  this  auspicious  day  be  ever 
sacred/'  ejaculated  Bloomfield^  w^ben^ 
on  passing  through  the  street,  he  saw 
the  chaise  at  the  door.     ''  I  vi^ill  at 
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least  follow  fae^  at  a  distance/*  for  on 
bearing  the  account  of  Ellen  from  Miss 
Soinmers^  he  had  learnt  where  the 
cottage  stood^  and  was  therefore  at 
no  loss  on  that  head.  Qe  immediately 
hurried  home ;  ordered  his  horse  to 
be  got  ready  instantly  ;  and  was  him- 
self in  a  few  minutes  prepared  to  set 
out. 

"My  master  is  certainly  deranged/* 
thought  the  man,  from  the  impetuosity 
in  his  manner^  so  unlike  his  general  de- 
portment. But  Bloomfield  had  never 
beea  in  R>ve  before  ;  this  the  man  did 
not  know;  neither  did  he  conjecture 
It  was  hi^  malady  now  ;  nor  did  he  jet 
acknowledge  it  even  to  himself. 

Poor  Marsland  passed  his  house, 
where  his  wife  was  sitting  at  the  win- 
dow, with  a  pang  he  in  \ain  endea- 
voured to  conceal.  Not  so  Clara, 
who  tortured  by  no    remorse^    looked 
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and  exchanged  a  passing  salute  ^itli 
Mrs.  Marsland^  who  would  have  also 
caught  her  husband's  avetted  eje ; 
but  he  could  not  then  nneet  hers..  Mi- 
serable in  the  happiness  he  enjoyed, 
the  most  powerful  alleviation  was,  that 
no  one  he  believed  suspected  it.  Alas  ! 
he  loved  but  too  well  the  poison  that 
was  to  consume  him. 

It  was  one  of  those  serene  daj^«  in 
Au(umn^  which  seem  calculated  bj 
their  genial  brightness  to  calm  every 
turbulent  emotion,  and  hush  every 
painful  thought  to  peace.  Clara  felt 
its  kindly  influence;  she  appeared  to 
breathe  the  spirit  of  contemplation^ 
and  pensive,  not  un pleasing  melan- 
choly ;  the  clear  lustre  of  the  sun  was 
soft  and  gentle,  unlike  the  garnish 
dazzling  splendor  of  summer's  heat : 
it  was  insinuating,  rather  than  over- 
powering. 

The    immense    smooth    expanse    of 
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^IKler«  vhicb  afae  beheld   almost  sur- 
Toundiog  her^  the  trees  not  yet  stripped 
of  their  variegi&ted  foliage^  the  canopy 
of  ethereal  blue  widely  extended^  even 
to  the  very   skirts  of  the  horison^   the 
^  gentle  murniuring  of  the  breakers   ap- 
approaching  the  shore^   the  fresh  ver- 
dure which  appeared  amongst  the  un- 
derwood^  still  enamelled  with   various 
^ild  flgwers ;    the   light   breeze  richly 
perfumed  by  the  aromatic   plants,   all 
vould  have^dclighted  a  native  of  Eng- 
land^ possessed  of  any  taste^   \^hose  eye 
unaccustomed  to  the  sublime .  grandeur 
of  American  views,  can   scarcely  con- 
ceive of  what  it  is  indeed  difficult,   per- 
haps impossible,   to  do  justice  by  de- 
scription, as  to  obtain  ^w  idesi,  of  vastness 
itisnecessary  to  behold  it,   and    (hen    it 
is  more  from    what  we   feel,  than  by 
what  we  see,  that  our  sensations  are  de- 
termined; 
Little  conversation    passed  on  their 
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ride^  each  cbsorbed  in  their  own  conteni* 
plalions^  were  too  much  enga^d  to  talk. 
At  4ength  the  sight  of  the  cottage 
seemed  to  dispel  the  reverie  into  "which 
they  had  fallen.  A  fear  filled  Elleu's 
eye,  as  the  chaise  stopped  at  the  well- 
known  witket.  ]Vlr.  Marsland^  alight- 
ing, lifted  her  and  Miss  Fitzherbert  out^ 
and  the  ^door  being  unlocked,  they  en-- 
tered  the  cottage  together.  All  within 
bore  the  marks  of  desertion  and  neglect ; 
and  Ellen's  sweet  face  looked  sadly  sor- 
rowful, as  her  eye  wandered  .over  the 
little  apartment,  seeking  in  Vain  a  ^rt-- 
ihcr^  cheeriDg  countenance.  She  kept 
close  by  Clara,  as  if  afraid  of  being  left 
behind  ;  and  after  a  long  cnnfliot,  they 
sat  down  by  the  window  'togetJier,  and 
throwing  her  arms  round  Clara's  heck^ 
slie  burst  into  tears,  and  sobbed  alotid. 

Clara  thought  it  best  to  let  her  re- 
cover by  degrees,  frnm  her  owrt  ex- 
ertions^ after  her  full  heart  bad  relieved 
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iteelfof  the  load    which  oppressed  it  ; 
Bnd  though  nearly   as   much  affected^ 
Wilted  the  returning  composure  of  her 
JouDg  charge  in  silence  ;    affectionately 
l^iswflg  ber   cheek,  she  then  gently  dis- 
engaged herself  from  Ellen's  hold,  and 
laid,  "  You  know,  my  love,  weimust 
^ery  gpon  return,  and  you  are  come  to 
^tch  yoiir   treasures,  which    you   said 
were  here,  iq  a  private  little  box,  where 
Do  one  but  yourself  could  find  them,  8u 
g«tth$iD,  Ellen/    . 

Mr.  Marsland,  who  had  entered  deep- 
fit  into  this  scene,  and  thought  he  never 
beheld   Clara   look   half-   so   beautiful, 
.^rose,    upon     Ellei/s    2,oing    out,    and 
^trougly  impelled  by  thexircumstances  of 
'be  moment,  taking  Clara's  hand,  said, 
^^  a  low    voice,     ''  Miss    Fi<zherbert, 
you  are  an  angel  ;  how   blest   the  man 
^ho" — ''  Ellen  just  then  returned  from. 
"I^er  little  apartment  with  two  boxes,  one 
*^f  which  was  locked,  and   written  upon 
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it  in  a  man's  band  ''  This  is  EllenV' 
the  other^  which  was  open^  bontained 
some  tojs  df  superior  workmaiHship, 
evidently  foreign^  and  from  some  of  the 
motto's^  appeared  to  have  been  toiade  ia 
Portugal ;  on  the  medallion  of  a  work* 
bag^  was  a  view  of  Lisbon^  the  inserip- 
tion  in  the  Portuguese  language.         ' 

Marsland  and  Clara  were  both  struck 
by  the  cirumstance,  but  could  elucidate 
the  matter  no  further.  Ellen,  informed 
them  she  bird  a  basket  full  of  pretty 
things^  which^  as  they  hung  up  ia  her 
room,  she  fcup  posed  the  Indiani^  had 
taken,,  and  amongst  them  was  a  round 
workbag,  and  iff  the  inside^  there  was  a 
ieautiful  picture  of  a  lady,  with  a  glass 
over  it,  and  that  this  took  out,  and  then 
there  was  a  small  smelling  bottle  :  this 
she  lamented  the  loss  of  very  much. 
She  said  her  father  used  to  say,  as  he 
looked  at  it,  the  lady  was  like  her. 
"  Then  are  you  beautifu^l  too,  Ellen  ?" 
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«aid  Mr.  Marslaod.  ''No/'  she  said^ 
*'  but  the  lady  was,"  ''  And  very  like 
jou  ?"  added  Mr,  Mari^land. 

''  Yes^  her   father  and  mother   hotU 

«aid.8o/'     Slightly  blushing/  t?hen  she 

iAw  Clara  and  Mr.  Marslaud    smiling 

.^^  lef  artless .  innocence^  in  giving  this 

M:count<       She    looked     away    for    a 

n^on^ent^  but  haying  only  a  confused 

.i^ea  of  the  inference  to  be  deduced  ffom 

.h¥^^,rtory;i  as  the  thought   of  Jier  own 

/^velinessj  had  nfever   entered  I|ter  head^ 

ikk^  soon  forgot  it. 

*'  Amiable    simplicity,"     whispered 

^arslaad,  ''  may  it  be  long  ere  she  loses 

U/'      Clara's    wishes    met   his,,  as    she 

gazed   on   Ellen,    with  a  fond    sister's 

delight.  '   '  , 

They  Mrere  now  preparing  to  return, 
when  Clara,  sauntering  about  the  spot, 
as  Marsland  walked  to  Jook  at  the 
chaise,  was  surprised,  by  the  sudden  ap- 
pearance of  an  officer,  at  sbme  little  di&- 
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f ance^  who  ^^as  hurrying  tovt^ards  a  boftt, 
that  lay  not  far  from  the  shore^  when 
tiie  men  seeing  him  approach^  pljed 
their  oars,  and  made  round  the  pro- 
jection in  the  rock^  from  whence  it  was 
convenient  to  get  on  board.  The  officer 
stopped  a  moment  after  passing  Miss 
Fitzherbert ;  and  regarding  herearnestly^ 
appeared  to  hesitate ;  returned  a  few 
paces ;  stopped  again/ when  Clara^  not 
recollecting  him,  for  his  dress  or  rather 
his  dishauille,  concealed  in  part  the 
lower  part  of  his  face,  turned  from  bim, 
and  one  of  the  boatmen  coming  up  to 
speak  to  him,  he  hastened  away.  Mr. 
Marsland,  whose  attention  had  been  en- 
gagrtl  in  examining  the  harness  and ' 
chaise,  as  they  had  brought  no  servant 
with  them,  now  joined  Clara,  who  im- 
mediately  uientionrd  to  him,  having  seen 
the  officer,  pointing  out  the  boat  rowing^ 
fast  away,  uc  soon  saw  her  imagination 
reverted  to   the  gentleman^    w  ho    had 


r       called  during  her  illness,    which  indeed 

(as  (he  officer  left  the  place)  had  oc- 

cirrred  ;  and    felt  in  his    pocket  for  a 

small  glass^  he  usually  carried  into. the 

^nnlty  along  with  him,  but  he  had  not 

-     ffotitj  and  Ellen  who  had  been  wapdcr- 

*ng  from  one  desolate  empty  apartment 

'o  the  otber^  DOW  appearing  at  the  door 

^f  the  cottage^  they  bid  a  last  '^adieu  to 

^^^  fisherman's  cottage. 

Ill  Marsland 'a   thoughts,    Clara   was 

^■^e    principal    figure  in   the   groupe ; 

when  suddenly,  in  passing  the  root  of  a 

Very  large  tree,  on  the  summit  of  a  little 

^>uinence,  at  the  foot  of  which,  across 

some   very,  deep    ruts,    was    thrown  a 

bridge,  in  the   Alpine  style,  Marsland, 

Wdless  of  what  he  was  about  having 

slackened  the  reins,  they  got  entangled 

about  the  horse's    feet,  and  in  trying  to 

get   free,  were  thrown    by  the   animal 

over  the  branches,   which  shot  from  the 

trunk  of  the  tree.     Finding  itself  thus 
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"-  ^-  -r  -  .-  ':TeIv  insen- 


7  Ll  -. .  .-  - :  i  : :«  :  . :  :b«f  !  r:e  einicence, 
'  -  V 1^  -rfir  1  tz:  1.'.  ?7rr5  of  clear 
Ti.:^-   Ti-i  'irri  "jT  :'r-i  brc?!:wL»-?d  that 

:*  :i-  r  ■  ".hnrf  rr-f^sir^  ber  to  hir 
•z:  ::■  -  rr  i§r  rrbbe-i.  bj  existing^ 
L.;::z.i*ir.:.-.  ::  z^I  ::?  f'rtirudc,  he 
c.rt  V  rii:e:  !::-:  :  a^i  whiUt  he  gazed 
*'-.-::  V  'jCi  btr.  f  rg.t  k!in$e!r....the 
%v:;.':»  ^* :::I.;....ihe  ajjistance  she  ^as 
.:i  r.f:j:d  f  f.  A!a5  '.  he  thought  »  i  of 
.  JVC;  ar,d  Cl-tra  ;  *t  v^a*  dijtractia\,  jnad- 
r.f:--!  ;  he  pre==ed  her  pa^sionatrt  v  to  his 
■,  ;'v:m,  ![3ip:c5?ed  on  her  iii^ersible  lips, 
til';  m.'i^t  ftrve::t  kissrs,  all  was  deli- 
;:iiiii;  ihey  «ere  the  first  kisses  of  real 
I'iVc,  where  the  heart,  mipirlii»e:  with  the 
f:ao>j()r;.s,  refines  and  hcightenj^JMLbliss. 
liUt  sho:'t-Ii\ed  is  the  iov,  flHB^B  not 
\irlue  for  its  basis  ;  howe^ij^HK^Pc  at 
(he  moment,  it  leaves  a  sling|Plinnd,  a 
i  rirbbcd  sting.     lie  sighed  at  the  recol- 
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lection  of  those  unhallowed  kisses^  dis- 
hoDoarabiy  obtained  ;  be    sighed «   too, 
that  from  augmented   passion^  a  certain 
1     fbuodation  was  laid  for  increased  future 
miserj;  long^  very  longy  should  he  have 
cause  to  regret   the,  fatal  indu!gence  ; 
lowered  in  his  own  opinion^  in  that  self- 
esteem^  so  necessary  to  be  preserved  ; 
instead  of  persevering  in  subduing  his 
love^  he   had  yielded  to  it^  shamefully 
yielded ;  his  heart  was^  formed  for  vir- 
tue; his  affection  for  Ciara^  had  its  ori- 
gw,  more  in  the  virtues  and  graces  of 
her  mind,  tKan  the   loveliness   of    her 
persou ;    he    had   long  persuaded    him 
self  it  was  virtuous  ;  that  his  wish  to  be 
frith  her,  to  pass  his  hours  in  that  sweet 
ifllercourse,  for  which  he  felt  a  decided, 
an  exclusive  preference,  was  esteem,  was 
friendship  only  ; — dangerous  delusion  ! 
(or  was  he  not  a  married  man  ! 

Clara    Was   happily  ignorant   of  his 
sentiment,  or  her  esteem  had   been   for- 
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fi:i(ed   fur  ever.       Rapidly  had  tboi 
ideas   passed    his   imagioaiioo,    ms    If  ^ 
supported  her^  .slowly   reviYiog  n  bji 
arms,  he   had   repeatedly    bathed   her 
hands    and   temples    with  water,  tiom 
the    pure    stream    that    rippled    near 
them.      And  now  he  saw-  BIoomfielA 
and  Ellen  approaching,  with  an  emotiaO 
he  found  it  scarcel^r  possible  to  concetS*- 
Bloomfield   thought  not  of  Marslau^^ 
delighted  to  find  Miss  Fitzherbert  al^*^^ 
most  restored  ;  the  horse,   when  disea"^ 
tangled,  had  soon  become  quiet ;  he  as^ 
sistcd»Ellen  in  getting  out  of  the  chaise, 
and     hastened   with    ah^iiety  to  Clara, 
mortified  that  it  had   fallen  to   Mars- 
land's  lot  to  attend  her ;  with  a  counte- 
nance full  of  solicitude^   he  took  her 
hand  ;  when  recollecting  he  was  yet  a 
stranger,  with  a  gentle   pressure  he  in- 
stantly released  it ;  whilst  Clara^  with 
a  tinge  of  Vermillion -on    her    lovely 
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theek^  tbanked  hiqi  for  the  important 
n^Utance  he  had  rendered  them,  re- 
petthig  th^  risque  he  had  run^  and  the 
trouble  he  had  taken  for  tfaeiu  ;  with 
which  Marsland  had  hastily  acquainted 
ber.  Bloomfield  only  lamented  the 
dMeotion  Which  had  prevented  his  attend- 
ing ber  sooner^  to  aid  in  her  recovery^ 
when  happening  io  glance  at  Mars- 
litod^  }m  conscious  eytfell  before  Bloom- 
field's  and  renewed  the  suspicions  before 
iwakeaed^  as  he  closely  observed  his 
^countenance. '  Circumstances  crowded 
upOD  him  ;  he  was  disturbed  almost 
bejond  the  power  of  concealment, 
but  he  determined  to  shake  itj  off: 
lisppily  he  could  do  so;  Marsland 
could  not. 

An   apparent    composure^    however, 

being  restored  to  all^  Bloomfield  would 

have  persuaded  Clara  to  take  his   arm, 

and  walk  io  Halifax^   but   she   assured 
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him  she  knew  the  horse  might  be  de- 
pended upon.  Though  with  evident 
reluctance,  he  lifted  her  into  the  chaiBe« 
where  the  fearless  Ellen  was  already 
seated ;  Marsland  again  taking  his 
place  by  Clara  as  before,  whilst  Bloom- 
field  kept  close  by  them.  Thus  they 
reached  Halifax,  without  any  further 
alarm  ;  and  when  arrived  at  Miss  Fitz- 
herbert*s  door,  Bloomfield-  had,  in  an 
instant,  alighted  to  assist  Clara,  and  as 
soon  as  Marsland  had  helped  Ellen  out> 
as  a  medical  man,  and  observing  Clara 
had  not  recovered  her  fright,  he  recpm- 
mended  her  immediate  retiring;  thus 
cfrectiiaily  forbidding  Bloomfield  going 
in,  a  pleasure  he  wai$,  if  possiblcj  deter- 
mined to  prevent,  as  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  quitting  her  himself.  He  then 
.  hid  her  good  eveuing,  .shaking  Ellen's 
hand,   as  he   praised  her  courage :  the 
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Captain  also  took  leave^  sayings  }ie  should 
We  the  honour  of  inquiring  for  her  ia 

tbemorning)  to  which  she  bowed^  and 

V>A  g^Qtlemefi  left  thetq. 


.  *       '/ 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


*'  0,  unhappy  man  I 

Go  not  If  ithin  thoid  doors,  within  that  roof  $ 

The  enemj  of  all  jour  graces  Uveal** 


The  next  morning,  at  breakfait,  Ellen  in- 
formed  Clara,  in  answer  to  her  inquiriei, 
that  she  did  not  attempt  to  move^  until 
the  horse  was  quiets  jind  then  she  sajd^ 
directly^  as  soon  as  he  could  leave  it^ 
Captain  Bloomfield  had  helped  her  to 
get  out,  *'  I  wanted  to  be  with  yoUj 
madam^  and  so  I  am  sure  did  the  Cap- 
tain, for  he  very  often  said  he  wondered 
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'  » 


liow  jrou  were«  and  was  looking  tbat  vfhv, 
and  xoaxing  the  borse^  and  trying  all 
wajs  to  make  him  quiet.      She  liked 
Captain  Bloomfield  very  mucb,  almost  9a 
well  as  Mr.  Marslaad^  and  she  was  sure 
ha  liked  her  dear  Miss  Fitaberbert,  he 
looked  to   sorrowful  vrheq  Mr  .J  Mara- 
^   laod  carried  her  away/'  Clara  blushed 
It  Ellen's  little  simple  account^  and  was 
froljr  thankful    th&^  tl\e   alarming  ac- 
cident^ had>  in  its  consequences^  turned 
^\Ano  worse.      /'Yes/'    said    Ellen, 
'^aod  it  would  have  been  all  rojr  faulty 
.   going  to  fetch  my  things^  and  I  should 
ba?e  been  so  grieved  to  have  had  you 
hart,  madam,  or    Mr.    Marsland,    or 
Captain  Bloomfield  either,  I  am  sure  ; 
and    Hannah   would    have    been    very 
angry  with  me  if  you  had  been  hurt/' 

Clara  couldnoi  forbear  smiling  at  the 

important   gravity   with    which    Ellen 

made  her    remark,  and   Mr.  MaVsland 

Just  then  entering,  put  an  end  to  the 
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conversation.     Clara  received  him  with  * 
a  smile  of  welcome^  and  repeated  her  - 
thanks  for  the  trouble  she  had-  occasioned 
him.      Marsland's  accusing,  wounded, 
conscience,   told  him  he  did  not  deserve 
so  much,  from  Clara;  and  at  some  mo- 
ments, he  was  on  the  point  ofconfessin^^ 
all  his  love,  his  de8{)air,and  seeing-iier  na 
more,  he  thought  he  should  be  less  mise- 
rable, but  a  thousand  reasons  militated 
against  this,   he  did  not  know  how  far* 
in  its  consequences,   Clara  might   be 
implicated,  in  the  ejes   of  the  world,  if 
be  withdrew  himself  entirely  from  her^ 
after  their  intimacy,  which  he  knew  be 
then   must  do ;    she   was  soon  going  to 
leave  him,   to  leave  him  for  ever ;   de* 
spair   was    in  that  ihoaght ;  he   would 
not,   he  could  not,  give    up   the   little 
remaining  sunshine  of  his  days.     No  ! 
he  would,  if  possible,  conceal  what  he 
felt ;     and   perhaps,    a    preponderating 
motive  might  be  that  certain   forfeiture 
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of  lier  regard^  \ibicb  awaifed  a  djsclo- 
wtc,  she    would   tl>€ii    part  from    Iiim 
'Without  one  seiitimeiit  of  approbation  or 
friendship.     Would  never  even  think  of 
'  him  V  he  could  not  endure  this. 

Wretched    unhjippy  ?vlarsland^  evcfy 

way  niiscf aMc  ;  yet  it  was  not  that  guilty 

debaMn^'^pbfs'bion  that   would,    even  in 

•  thoughf}'havef  wished  to  drag  down  Clara 

?' from  the   fair,  heights    of    virtue;    he 

!     wished  hot  to  destroy  that  innocence  he 

loved.  The  mere  sensualist,  tortured  by 

i^morse,  feels  indeed  the  scorpian  sthigs 

of  guilt,  but  is  not  accessible  to  such  feel-* 

^p  as    Marsland    endured,'  Ifroni  the 

wajw^rd  frtrajing,  in  the  first  instance, 

ofrtr/ttOMS  affections  ;  from  an  improper 

wrfulgence  of  his  feelings,    beyond  that 

Mcred  boundary,  virtue  prescribes.  Such 

arc  too  frequently  the  fatal  effects  of  pla- 

tonic  friendship,    which,    if  voluntarily 

yielded   to,    becomes    criminal  indeed, 

and  though  we  may  drop  a  tear  to  the 
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frailties  of  auflTciIng  humanityj  ^hen  the 
le^is  guilty  \ictini  has  allowed  it  to  steal  • 
upon  him  Unawares,  it  will  be  mingled 
with  a  pity^  bordering  on  contempt; 
for  we  must  still  condemn  that  want  of. .. 
energy,  of  proper  principles^  which 
leaves  the  mind  in  that  unguarded  state*' 
that  want  of  a  well  desciplined  consci- 
rnce.  Such  is  the  man  of  feeling,  with- 
out fortitude,  without  even  inoratify,  or 
what  is  the  same  thing,  where  both,  are 
suffered  to  remain  dormant. 

Silent  and  thoughtful,  after  the  first, 
compliments  were  over,  Marsland  sat  by 
Clara,  who  truly  sorry  to  behold  the 
cloud  of  disquietude  on  his  brow,  in- 
quired, with  the  most  winning  softness, 
for  Mrs.  Marsland  and  the  children, 
hoping  to  soothe  him.  He  started — and 
answered  gloomily,  *'  They  are  all 
well."  She  then  endeavoured  to  enter  in- 
to conversation  on  indifferent  subjects, 
but  he  was  absent  and  abstracted. 
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"Wbat  can  be  the  matter  with-  M ara- 
land,  she  thought ;  he  never  used  to  be 
m;  beiB  very  unlike  himself.  She  could 
not,   however^    inquire;  and    therefore 
gi?e  it  up,  after  saying,  with  friendly 
MJIicitude.  '^I  fear  you   are  not  well/' 
Sift-  before  he  could  make  any  reply^ 
Bkoomfield  entered^ .  and  after  paying 
Iiii  compliments,   in  the  most  graceful 
nmier^  to  Miss  Fitzherbert,  and  bowing 
[  to-Marsiand^  he  shook  Ellen's  hand,  who 
looked  delighted  to  be  noticed  by  one  of 
[  kr  faforites^  and   commended  too  for 
W  courage  and  resolution,  in   waiting 
pstiently  till  she  was  taken  out  of  her 
triage,  > 

Clara  observed  (as  Ellen  just  then 
kft  the  room)  that  she  hoped  and  be- 
Here  that  fortitude  arid  resolution  would 
form  predominant  features  iu  her  cha- 
racter ;  that  she  appeared  to  possess 
^eat  gentleness^  and  an  afiVxtionate 
leart,  which  would  render  {he  other 
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qualities  v^ry  necessary  to  'her  happi- 
iie«8. 

Ellen^  \iho  had  returned   before  bef 
interested     panegyrist     had   concluded 
her       remarks        unconscious     could 
raise   her   modest   eye, '  \i?ithout'  either" 
vanity  or  confusion^   ^hiUt  BloomfieUi 
wandered  from  the  rich  carnation  glowK  | 
ing  through  a  slight  tinge  of  the  oliviii 
on  her  finely  formed  cheeky  to  the  loft^ 
adorning  of  the  rose^  which  embellished^ 
Clara's  fairer  face : — but  there  it  testedt 
To  her  he  would  certainly  ha\e  award-?' 
cd   the  golden   apple^  independent  of 
every  other  idea ;  though    Ellen's   face 
had  more  of  the  vivid  richness  of  da^-" 
zling  beauty^  Clara's  was  more   imprei" 
si\e,  and    sooner    reached    the   hearty 
but  at  this   period    Miss   Fitzherbert'0 
was    improved  by  that  sensibility  and 
large  share  of  mind^  which  a  few  yean 
might    also    bestow  ^on    Eilen«     both 
were    charming ;    but    iu  Clara,    the 
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pure    and    eloqyent   blood    sat   in  her 
cbeek  ; 

**  And  to  diTwelj  wrought, 
TKil  one  might  almost  say,  her  body  thought*** 

During  this   irisit^    Bloom  field  and 
Ellen  became  quite  familiar;   perhaps 
ttere  might  be  a  little  policy  in  this ; 
by  noticing  her  little  protegee  to  feel 
Bore  at  home  ^rith  Miss  Fitzherbert. 
Between    the    ^ntlemen    few    words 
(used  ;  they  certainly  did  not  like  each 
other;  .and^  though  terms  of  politeness 
were  observed^  it  was  plain^  an  acquaint- 
toce  would  neither  be  sought  for  or  cul« 
tlYited. 

"You  will  do  for  a  soldier^  I  think," 
obienred  Bloom  field,  speakmg  to  Ellen, 
alluding  to  the  courage  she  had  dis- 
played. 

TOL.    I.  K 


194 

*'  Oh  !  no/'  she  said/irot  perfecily ixti- 
d^rslanding  what  he  meant^  '^ girls  ir^ 
never  soldiers^  and  I   would,  not  I  am 
sure,  Icill  any  body."     " Take  care/'  said 
he  laughing^    "  that  you  bold  to  that 
resolution  six  years  hence  ;  I  fear  yet 
will  then  have  many  TOujrders  to  aoswtt 
for." 

Ellen  looked  shocked^  and  turned 
towards  Clara ;  who  told  her^  smiliql;^ 
''Captain  Bloomfield  is  only. jetting 
with  you  ;  you  must  not  mind  bioi." 
Bloomfield  would  then  have  drawn  her 
towards  him^  but  she  held  back,  ltfokiii|; 
at  him  not  quite  pleased. 

''  Will  you  not  for  give  me  th^js^  El- 
len ?  Tell  me  are  you  quite  certain  tha(^ 
by-and-bye,  you  will  not  have  mnj 
deaths  to  answer  for  ?" 
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*^No,  that  I  never,  never  shall/*  «he 
%iSA,  looking  at  him  earnestly. 

^'  Well  take  care^  and  be  its  good   as 
your   \^ord,    EHen,"    highly  diverted 
«t  her  gravity^  and  al&rmed    counte-' 
unee. 
i    ,  ^'  She  18  too  much  the  child  of  sim- 
plicity to  comprehend  you/'  said  Miss 
.  f itzherbert ;    ''I    delight    to  contetn- 
phtje  a  mind  so  innocently  pure  and 
AAtthioned  io  the   world— 86   UJicqir- 
ntpted.    I  only  grieve  to  thidk  'hoVir 
mn  an  intercourse  with  the  world  will 
.  timish  it." 
>       ''Would  you   then,   mad4rn^   Wisib 
J»iir  fi9i)r  charge,   in   this  enli^iteiicfif 
%e,'4o  remain  always  the  pupil  of  na- 
tore  ?   Not  to  exert  ail  those  energies 
of  vikich,  we  are  idformed,  itie  cul- 
tivated mind  is  capable  !    Such  a  cha* 


196 

racter  would  indeed  be  a  phenomeDoi 
But/  pardun  me/'  cmitinued  Blooa 
field,  ''she  would  have  iio  clumee 
the  world  we  live  in,  as  it  is  at  pr 
sent;  when  tbje  very  nurseries  teei 
with  formed  characters,  acting  upc 
a  sjfitem  of  vanity,  deceit^  and  confi 
dence. 

Clara  silently  acquiesced  in  bis  \m 
observation,  but  wished  not  to  oppof 
her  opinion  against  that  of  the  mult 
tudf^  on  the  present  systena  of  ediici 
tion^  which  slie  knew  would  but  subje< 
her  to  the  censure  of  courting  distin^ 
tion.^y  singularity.  She  resolved^  boi? 
^ver^i^Plpt  to  adopt  the^  received  n((M 
for.  ]p)llen,  for  she.  had  been  led'  i 
remark,  that  the  youth  of  both  sejc* 
w««;c  ,  gfn^^qllif.  .very,.  supcrfiqiaUx  k 

r  »  ■  •  •         » 
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formed ;  their  manners  d  isgustingly 
forward^  and  self-opinionated  ;  proba- 
biy  owing  io  their  knowing  a  little  of 
(my  thing — not  miich  of  any  thing. 

Clara's  silence  had,  however,  prevent- 
edthe  subject  being  further  investiga- 
ted ;  and,  after  a  short  pause,  she  asked 
Bloomfield,  if  he  had  walked  from 
camp  that  morning  ?  *'  Yes,"  he  re- 
plied  h6  had ;  but  as  October  was  far 
advanced,  though  the  weather  was  very 
fine,  which  it  frequently  is  in  America, 
till  (he  middle  or  latter  end  of  Novem- 

;    her,  he   believed  they  were  very  soon  to 

strike  their  tent*,  and  be  wholly  in  their 

winter  quarters.     "  And  I  am  really*  to 

conclude,  Ellen,  that  you  will  not  intist 

under  my  banners,"  laughingly  added 

this  accomplished  son  of  Mars,  ^' but 
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would  rather  remain  with  Miss  F^^*^  i 
herbert.     Indeed  I  believe^  if  a  aineei^ 
confession  was  made^  that  would  be  a 
general  choice." 

Ellen  looked  as  if  she  wished  he 
bud  not  said  anj  more  to  her  aboat 
it ;  and  told  him  she  would  rathler  stay 
with  Miss  Fitzherbert  than  antf  one 
else. 

Marslandj  except  when  particularly 
addressed^  joined  not  in  the  conversa- 
tion  :  though  he  could  not  muster  reso- 
lution sufficient  to  go  and  leave  Bloom- 
field  there.  The  morning  was  however 
now  far  advanced;  and  both  gentlemen 
rgse^  at  the  same  moment^  to  take  leave; 
Bloomfield  informing  Miss  Fitzherbert 
that  before  they  left  the  Camp  a  fett 
Champetre  was  talked  of^   which    he 
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bopedshe  would  honour  with  her  pre- 
KDce;  that  he  should  take  the  liberty 
of  waiting  upon  h6r  again,  when  mat- 
ters were  at ra^ed>  ainl  th^^  plan  quite 
determined  upon/'  He  then  bowed, 
«Bd<pok  leave  before  she  had  it  in  her 
jMwerto  offer  any  excuse*  Marsland 
lOon  after  dragged  himself  from  her, 
flalf  wild  aj(  the  idcia  ^f  Clara's  being 

itteDde4>yKloQinAiBJl4Mt^ 
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CHAPTER  XIV, 


i 


•  ■; 


•  I 


»       * 


'*  Let  me  go  witB  ydu^ 
Fbrt^ine  oBonot  recompenee  me  better,. 
Than  to  die  well,  and  not  my  master'*  debt 


When  Mr.  Sauritz  called,  E 
box  was  opened,  and  found  to  con 
very  handsome  gold  watch,  which. 

> 

the  trinkets  and  chain,  had  been  a  la 
a  diaaioud  ring  of  considerable   v 
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a  pair  of  bracelets,  the.  initials  E!;C. 
iormed  with  small  pearls  in  a  cypher  on 
hair,  for  one  clasp  ;  for  the  other,  a 
erest  formed  also  with  pearls,  on  a  plait- 
ing of  dark  hair,  each  ornamented  with 
a  border  of  laurel  in  pearls. 

Thirty    pieces  'of  gold  coin  of , dif- 
ferent value,   which  appeared  to  haye 
been  kept   for   their    antiquity  ;    and 
8e?eral  other  little  valuable  toys,   be- 
speaking    the   owner  to  have  been  in 
Seoteei  Irfe,  prebaps  in  the  higher  ranks 
of  society.     The&e    further    confirmed 
ibe  idea  that  Clara  had  almost  from  the 
first  imbibed,  that  Ellen  was  not  the 
dangbter  of  Dubois  the  fisherman  ;  for 
people  in  that  line  of  life  do  not  attend 
to  their  children  in  the  way  that,  Ellen 

had  e> idently  been  instructed.     Just  as 

• .  K  5 
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Mr.  Sauritz  had  replaced  thie  irinlcetf, 
and  was«bout  to  close  the  box,  he  fouiMd 
a  piece  of  rumpled  paper,  whrch  helMid 
not  before  observed,  amongrt  the  toys 
with  writing  upon  it,  which  WaB  part 
of  a  letter  in  a  manr's  faon^  ^at  had 
been  torn  off  to  wrap  some  of  the  things 
in  :  it  ran  thus  :  ' 

'^  I  have  but  a  moment^  once  more 
"  to  entrisat  you  carefully  to  guard  my 
*'  freiftsure>  my  all  that  now  remain  to 
'*  me,  but  I  know  this  is  unnescessary^ 
''  as  I  am  well  assured  you  will  do  so— 
''  thi^  is  called  for  ;  I  must  not  pro* 
''  ceed. — If  I  live,  I  hope  to  see  you 
"  again,  if  not,  you  know  my  oft  re- 
"  peated  wishes  respecting : 

My  beloved' 


€C    TITw     hAlriTrAH "" 


fiare  it  became  illegjblf^  llhough  a 
part  of  some  letters  remained^  but  jtbey 
jcodUI  not  trace  tbe  words ;  thej  were 
■lioweyer  kd  t#  l)€)lieiV^  ^oqi  tbe  fre^b- 

^.of  itbe  ipk  Ab%t  M  .<:<Hil4  ppt  }fe  of  f 

f^  old  date  ;  ^ju^lhis  tbej  cpuld  not 
tseeistauij   oeitber  to  wbom  it  wa»  ad- 
^6Bs^^     but   conjectured  to  PuIn>U. 
£lieD    Jkoew    not    of    the$e     things^ 
Aeiefore.  could  give   tbei9   no  infor*- 
^xuitioo.     But  ilie.said  ibat  in  the  bas- 
ket, that  wa3  loDt  at  the  cottage^  with 
^  pretty .(hiog$  in  it^  she  b^d  just  such 
a  little  book  43  jtbe  one  she  then  took 
iip^  whiob  was  a  }very  small  red  morocco 
case^  such  as  is  used  to  inclose  ivory  or 
.vellum  leaves  for  memoraodum^.     This 
Mr.  Sauritz  had  opened,  but  there  were 
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no  leaves  ia  it,  it  appeared  to  be  merclj 
a  case. 

Elletij  however^  readily  foiind  a  aecrct 
springs  such  as  she  knew  there  was  m 
hers,  and  drew  out  a  single  leaf  of  vel^ 
lum^  which  appeared  to  be  wrttteo  up^ 
on  in  very  small  characters  with  a 
pencil ;  at  first  they  thought  it  was  ■• 
faint  that  they  should  not  be  able  to  read 
any  part  of  it,  but  by*  holding  it  in 
different  shades  of  light,  they. at  last 
with  great'difficnlty  made  out  ;  ^'  Ellen 
''  was  born  at — "  where  they  could  not 
diacover,  but  it  was  dated,  and  from 
that,  they  found  that  she  had  coov- 
pleted  her  twelfth  year  the  preceding 
August ;  at  which  Mr.  Sauritz  and  Mim 
Fitzherbert  were  much  surprised. 

However,    that    Ellen    was    really 
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hrehe  years  old  was  prored^  by  a  re- 
gister tbey  had  nro  reason  to  doubt^  aod 
csirid  not  controvert.  Mr.  Sauritz  now 
locked  the  box^  havings  at  Clara's  re* 

r   qidlt^  first  made  raemorandums  of  its 

i  eootoits,  he  recommended  tbat^  byaU 
Bieans,  the  articles  it  cotitaui^d  should 
betaken  with  them  to  England,  as. the^ 
SHgfatbey^ry  material  prdofs'in  ascer- 
teining  the  family  to  which  Elleii  was 
related,  as  he  doubted  not  that  these 
trinkets  had.  been  her  mother's.  It  was 
agreed  that^  when  they  arrived  in  Ef)g* 
'^d,  proper  advertisements  should  be 
inserted  in  the  London^  and  also  in  the 
Lisbon  papers;  and  it  was  determined 
<hat  Ellen  should  use  the  name  of  Du« 

bois  until  her  real  pretentions  to  another 

were  discovered. 
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Mr.  Sauritz  oow  politely  took  letter 
and  assured  Miss  Fitzherbert^  Its  a  fi^ 
ther,  he  felt  interested  for  the  beatttsfal 
orphan. 

'  Hannah's  attachment  to  her  mimlbPtm 
-was  so  stron^^  it  nmde  her  fecj  alniMft 
broisen-hearted ;  she  said^  to  see  Miaa 
f^itzherbert  getting  ready  bo  fast  to  gor. 


-she  would  haye  left  her  sweetheartj 
she  called  hinoj  any  day>.  though  she  had 
been  engaged  io  him  several  y.car«,  if 
%  Miss  Fitzherbert  would  but  tdieber; 
she  vfA8  -sure  it  would  kill  her  to  part. 
''  But  what  would  Richard  say  to 
that/'  said  Clara^  *'  even  were  it  in  m j 
power  to  do  so,  which^  at  preheat,  mgr 
good  Hannah^  it  is  not^  as  1  shall  pro* 
bably  have  no  fixed  home  for  a  \oog 
time  ?  but  this  I  will  promise  you»  that« 
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iheyld  be  so  far  settled,  as  either 

•ave  it  in  4Eay  pow^r  to  receive  you 

alfj  4>r  fix  jDu  comfortably  near  me, 

rill  do  it  Mrith  pleasure,  if  you  should 

iu  wish  to  remove  .80  £ir ;  I  never  caa 

oqgettbe  faithful  attachmeet  you  have 

ikewn  for  years  to  me  ''  and— ahe  faul- 

teringly  added"»...I.bave  reeommended 

)sq,  Hannah,  to  ]V(r.  Sauritz^  and  Mr. 

Mifslandj  and   Richard  also  ;  afid  re- 

t|Wted  tbatat.any  time,  when  it  is  in 

their  power  to  be  of  service  to  you,  they 

with;  and  remember,   Hannah,  if  ever 

J0U  should  be  in  aay  diflSculty,  to  apply 

to  them,   and  they  will  assist  you  :  I 

fttve  settlied  it  so/' 

:'Hahtiah  sobbed  ouC  ''  Dear  Miss 
Clara,  do  not  talk  any  more  so  kindly, 
or  you  will  break  my  heart,  before  the 
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time.     I  am  sure  I  would  lea?e  all  tbie< 
Richards  in  the  world  for  you,  as  I  to)d 
him  the  other  night.     For  here/*  sajrs  I 
"  my  dear  sweet  young  lady,  will  go  and 
be  to  slicated  about  from  one  to  t'other, 
and  nobody  to  wait  upon  her,  or  ta[ke 
of  care  her  as  poor  Hannah  would.  And  if 
she  should  be  ill  amongst  strange  gentle- 
folks, in  a  stranger  country,  a«  a  body 
may  say,  and  only  Miss  Ellen  and  her  as 
knows    one   another,  and    Miss    Ellen 
quite  a  child   like,    why  what's   to  be 
done  then,  I  wonder  ?  So  then  Richard 
took  me  up,  and  he  said,  says  he.     And 
have  I  been  keeping  you  company  for 
80  many  years,  *and  you  don't-  care  no- 
thing  about  me,  Hannah,  yet  V     ButI 
told  him,  I  did  care  for  him  too,  but  not 
like  you.  Miss  Clara*" 
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''  WeU^    mj  good    Hannah/'   said 

Clara^    '^  let  me  see  no  more  tears^  but 

'  think  of  what  I  have  told  you^  and  do 

'Hot  distress  me  by  seeing  you  unhappy." 

r     "  No,  Miss  Clara/'  said  she,  ''  that 

'  1  nefer  will ;  my  poor  heart  shall  burst 

first.    I  would  work  for  you  day  and 

bight,  and  night  and  day,  if  yon  would 

'  let  me,  and  neter  think  of  it.     I  would 

-  live  for  you  and  die  for  you-^Fse  sure 

1  would.     But  I  won't  grieve  you,  poor 

souV  in  a  half  whisper  ''you  have  had 

■ 

enough  of  that  already,  /  know ;  for 
all  you  never  to)d  me.  No  !  Til  never 
cry  any  more,"  she  said,  "  to  vex  you. 
Miss  Clara,"  looking  at  her  most  affec- 
tionately, and  wiping  her  eyes. 

Clara  held  out  her  hand  to  her  kindly, 
which,having  pressed  between  both  hers. 


wo 

she  hastened  eut  of  the  rooaij,  n^.  looget 
able  to  restf  aia  hei  sob»  wA  tears.  Cltil. 
was  greatly  affected ;  for  abe  had  ahFVUa 
been  taught  to  look  upoo  .a  £aithft|i4<i^ 
mestrc  as  a  fellovir  cseatufe ;  aa4f  t#  at- 
tend to  their  inteFettt  and  happiUMat  Md 
ahe  had  often,  wondered  bfliw  any  ^aa 
ciMftld  exact  or  receiye  ftom  HlflPp  ||^ 
hapa  the  sacri6cc  of  that  beilihr  w|t|l* 
out  which  they  could  not  piocur;e  bsM4» 
in  attending  upon  them»  and  so  stsodarlj 
reward  them  for  it :  or^  it  might  ba  far 
their  faithful  attei^tion  to  the  d^ariast 
.friends  in  sickness  ;  the  moat  irapoitaiBt 
of  all  occasions ;  when^  if  they  are  faitb- 
ful  to  their  duty^  they  can  scarcely  ever 
be  sufficiently  rewarded ;  for  do  they 
not'  confer  upon  us  an  almost,  unre- 
turnable  obligaiioD  ?  Thus  Clara  argued. 


aod  r«joiced  in  the  ide»  of  HaoBah'f 

fOfflfortable  settleoieot. 
She  was  to  marry  at  soon  at  Mus 

fitsherbert  left^Hali&x,  aad  retire  to  a 
km  of  Richard's  uncieiy  in  ooe  of  the 
IMIb  tettlemeoti^  which  Clara  had  «oa- 
tributed  to  stock  for  tbeni« 

To  dissipate  the  idefts  wliich  the  eoB- 
ier8ati9n  with  Hannah  had  served  to 
nise^  Clara  proposed  a  ramble^  and  de- 
firsd  Ellen  to  prepare  herself. 

They  had  not  wandered  far  before  they 
met  Miss  Sommersj  who  was  generally 
esteemed  one  -of  those  giddy  good- hu- 
moured young  women^  who  mean  no 
Wm^  and  d  o  no  good.  Clara  estimated 
ber  character  much  higher^  and  was 
figbt.  And  by  her  Clara  was  preferred 
^^  all  her  other  young  friends. 
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She^  however^  could  have  excused  bit 
just  now  joining  thero  ;  but  there  wiU 
no  avoiding  this  gay  rattle.  She  talked 
Mrith  delight  of  the  embrjo  fete>  as  sic 
called  it ;  it  was  begun  to  be  canyaBsed 
by  all  the  belles  and  beaux  in  and  out 
of  town.  "  And  surely^  Clara,  jola 
will  not  refuse  the  gallant^  gay.  Bloom* 

field's  invitation  to  be  present?"  IooIe- 
ing  at  her  significantly ;  which  pariited 
Clara's  cheeks  a  livelier  red,  '•  Nay, 
pray  don't  blush  s6  divinely  ;  though  half 
the  girls  are  ready  to  pull  caps  with  you, 
I  can  assure  you,  it  is  well,  if  you  are 
not  poisoned  at  the  banquet,  for  he  is 
certainly  the  handsomest  man  about 
town,  beyond  comparison  ;  you  must  ac- 
cede to  his  entreaties,  when  he  waits 
upon  you,   with  all  the  graces  in   hii 
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<    ixm,  to  beg  ymi  ^ill  honour  the  fete 
vritbjour  presence'*' 

''Indeed,  Kate/'  said  Clara,  ''you 
are  a  mad  creature  ;  but  I  can  assure  you 
I  have  no  iutentkin  of  being  there." 

''Well^    we  shall  see  what  his  elo- 
quence can  do,  "^ince  mine  fails." 
Clara  was  sorry  for  this  remark,  least 
|.  the  should  be  obliged  to  go'incompli- 
;    meiit  to  Bloomfieid,  to  whom  she  was 
c^tajnly  under  great  obligation,  for  the 

assistance  he  had    afforded   her    at  so 

......  i 

great  a  risque  on  the  ride.  /^  And  here, 
I  Vow,  he  comes,"  as  she  looked  rounds 
to  plead  his  own  cause,"  cri^d  the  life- 
h  girl.  Miss  Fitzherbert  had  just 
time  to  say,  ^'  Not  one  word,  I  entreat 
you,'*  when  Captain  Bloomfield  joined 
ftem.  "You  know  not  what  you  owe 
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me,  mo^t  noble  Captain,"  said  Ksfe^  re^-^ 
gardless  of  Miss  Pitzherbert*ii  entreatid' 

and  evident  embarrassment  '*  for  pVad-  , 
ing  your  cause   most  eloquently  ;"  andC" 
not  allowing  him  time  to  do  more  than  ■ 
pay    his   compliments   by  a'  bow^  At   . 
went  on — "Miss  Fitzlreibert  was  inex- 
orable ;  &t/f  I  thiuk^   I  should  not   lose 
my   fee  merely  for  being  an  unsuccesi- 
ful  pleaders/' 

"  You  shall  not.  Miss  Sommcrs,"  re- 
plied Blpomfield,  "name  it,  and  it  is 
yours;''  wishing  to  give  the  conversa- 
tion a  little  turn,  that  Clara,  who  be  savr 
was  disturbed^  might  recover  herself. 
He  had  observed  that  she  met  him  with 
blushes  ;  and  knowing  Miss  Sommer»'9 
careless  and  volatile,  thought  it  highlj 
probable  she  inight  begin  to  rally  him- 
vpon  his  admiration  for  Miss  Fitzher- 
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bert  which  had^  he  knew^  been  made  a 
subject  of  conversation.      He  did  not 
just  then  recollect  the  fete,  and  imagined  ^ 
this  was  the  subject^     probably^   that 
Kaite  had  been  jesting  Clara  with. 

'^  Shall  I  leave  it  entirely  with  you," 
-said  Mi8s  Somraers,   "since  I  tried  all 
I  my  oratory  io  vain :  but  pray  when  is 
:    ittobe?" 


t 
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CHAPTER  I. 


*'  What  to  be  ?"  said  Bloomfield, 
looking  surprised.  *'  Nay,  you  need 
not  put  on  all  that  gravity^  1  voWj 
to  see  your  long  face^  one  would 
imagine^  Bloomfield^  that  I  had  a*«ked 
you  when  you  Were  going  to  be  mar- 
ried."    ''I  ^ish/'  said  he^  laQghiu§p|jf 
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"  (bat  you  had  any  reason  for  that 
inquiry,  provided  I  might  make  my 
own  choice."  IliiS  eyes  involuntarily 
wandered  towards  Clara.  *'  But  tell 
me  what  you  rnean^  fori  know,  jou 
like  to  sport  enigmas?"  *' The  solu- 
tion of  sojne  of  which  will  soou  be 
made,"  said  ghe,  "  if  I  can  guess  right," 
loi^kmg  first  at  Clara  then  at  hinij 
significantly;  ''but  just  now  I  simplj 
meant  a  fete  Champetre,  not  a  marriage 
feast.*' 

Clara  had  felt  herself  unpleasantly, 
situated  for  some  time  ;  but  her  ideas 
had  wandered  to  other  subjects^  and  she 
had  not  quite  entered  into  Mtsa 
Sommers's  allusions.  Not  suspecting 
that  Bloom  field  was  set  down  as  her 
avowed  lover  ;  and  that  the  huz% 
\¥as,  there  was  not  a  doubt  of  her 
gladly  accepting  so  hdndsome  a  man« 
so  rich  a  nian^  such    an  ellegant  man. 
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in  the  high  road  of  becoming  a  ge- 
neral. 

Miss  Fitzherbert's  whole  attention 
was^  however^  now  recalled  to  her 
companions^  as  Bloomfield  declared, 
be .  hoped  to  see  them  all  ai  the  fete, 
which  was  to  take  place  on  the  following 
Monday.  ''  Just  Aree  days/'  said  Kate^ 
counting  with  her  fingers. 

*^  Exactly  so :  and  I  have  cards  in  my 
pocket  which  1  meant  to  have  left^  if 
not  fortunate  enough  i(^  see  you/'  bowing 
to  both,  ''and  which,  allow  me  now  to 
have  the  honour  of  presenting.  I  make 
sure  of  you,  Kate/'  he  observed  saucily. 
'^NoTuX  have  a  great  mind  to  disap- 
point you,"  putting  up  her  lip;  "only 
I  know  you  don't  care  about  if  ;  there- 
fore I  will  not  mortify  myself;  but  shall 
certainly  do  myself  (very  emphatically) 
the  pleasure  of  being  there." 

'*  That's  right.  Miss  Sommers ;  you 
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make  me  happj-,    madam/'   moving  i^  } 
lier  with  mock   ceremony.     "  And  you, 
madam/'  turning  to  Clara,   with  some 
diffidence,  '^  may  I  venture  to  hope,  wiU 
honiuir  us  also  /'  his  looks   expressiog 
how  ^oerx)  deeply  he  should  feel    a  dis-     • 
appointment.     Clara  hesitated,  coloured 
a  little,  was  very   imwilling  to  consent, 
and  almi^st  equally  so  to  refuse. 

She    begun  :    '^  I  never — go    now  to 
public  amusements,"  she  was  about  to 
add,  when  recollecting   that  if,  at  lastj  . 
she  went  as  a  compliment  to  Bloomfieldj  . 
it  would  make  it  still  more  pointed^  she 
stopped — hesitating  :  when  Kate^   most 
vexatiously,  remarked,  "  Wdl^  my  deafj  . 
hut  it*  you  7ierdr  do  go^  which  is  wbat^ 
1  suppose,  you  were  going  to  say,  that 
is  no  reason  why  you  never  should  ;  and 
I  will   forgive  your   refusing  qny  invi-' 
tation^  I  assure  you  ;   so  don't  let   that- 
prevent  you/' 


^ 
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^Winfield,who  had  entered  into  Clara's 
^^^Ungs,    was     highfy    provoked    with 
Kate^  fearing^  that  now^  he  might  not  be 
ftble,  perhaps,  to  prevail.   And  Clara^  on 
ielBectiDg  a  moment^  thinking  she  owed 
/     it  to  BloomGeld  to  go,  though  secretly, 
?cry  unwilling  to  comply,    yet,   accua* 
tomed   to  sacrifice  her  own  wishes  an'l 
inclinations,  when  she  believed  it  riiriit, 
determined  not  to  make  it  more  impor- 
tant>  but  accept  the  invifatioo.     When 
recovering   ^herself,      and     attempting 
gaiety^  she  said,    '^  Well,  Kate,   since 
you  have  promised  to   extend  a  pardon, 
I    will  not  refuse  Captain  Bloomfield's 
polite    invitation.*'      lie    bowed,     and 
looked    delighted    as    she   went   on  :— 
'*  Do     not,     however,    imagine  that   I 
subscribe    to^  the     necessity   of    your 
forgiveness,  Kate,  or  will  accept  it,  as 
I  did  not  understand  you  were  particu- 
larly commissioned  vn  the  subject,  when 
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1  told  you  I  had    no  thoughts  of  go- 

ing.  ^ 

'^Very  well  concluded/'  observed 
Kate  ;  ''not  another  word,  dear  Clara> 
lest  you  spoil  all,  you  know  I  told  you/' 
srailmg,  ''  I  would  wave  all  apologj^ 
and  Bloomfield,  I  am  surCj''  looking 
archly,  ''needs  none." 

Bloom  field's  satisfaction  was  indeed 
evident,  though  he  carefully  concealed 

2  uc^rCC  ui  iriumpti  wtiicti  He  felt: 
80  prone  are  men  to  flatter  them- 
selves. 

They  had  now  just  passed  Mist 
Sommers's  house,  and  she  wished  them 
good  morning :  they  parted  ;  when  hap- 
pening to  look  at  Miss  Sonimer's,  Clara 
saw  her  smile,  and  recollecting  that  by 
refusing  her  invitation  to^tay  and  dine^ 
she  had  engaged,  of  course,  Bloomfield's 
attendance. 

Clara,   half  turned   round  again   to 
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3  gonis   in :    but  this   would    then 
still   worse;    she   tlierefore  walked 
taking  fbe  nearest  road  home,  hop- 
^,Wben  tbey  arrived  therer  Bloom- 
eld  would  take  leave  ;  but  in  this   she 
nm  miitaken^  he  had  no  such  intention, 
but  went    in^  and   sat  a  considerable 
liine,  each  visits  rendering  Clara  more 
irre^istable,  more  facinating ;  still  more 
HKraeted  by  those  gentle- winning  graces^ 
which  render  even  homeliness  caplivat- 
ingi  loveliness  nature  had   lavishly  be- 
stowed.    At  lengtfa^    most  unwillinglj, 
fcc  took  leave. 

Clara  rejoiced   to   find   herself  once 
iBore  alone ;   and  though  grateful   for 
ciniity  and  kindness^  wished  she  had  re- 
mained  at  home:    Bloonifield   bad  no 
luch  wi^h. 

Marsland,  who  had  observed  them 
at  a  distance,  when  entering. the  house 
together^  stung  with   rage  and  jealousy. 


determined  to  go  and  interrupt  the  fan- 
cied tete-a-tete,  but  on  the  way,  a  little 
step  pursued  him^  and  a  soft  hand  tak- 
ing his,  with  ^'  Dear  papa,  fake  Henry 
with  you/'  he  turned,  and  seeing;  his 
youngest  boy,  a  sweet  little  fellow,  tfaea 
quite  a  child.  Stung  as  by  a  viper,  he 
would  have  shook  from  his  band  the 
little  fond  grasp  that  held  it,  with, 
''  Look,  papa,  what  Miss  Fitzherbert 
has  just  given  me/' 

That  name  operated  but  too  power- 
fully, as  a  charm,  in  Marsland's  I'ace- 
rated  bosom,  as  Henry  held  a  curious 
toy,  telling  him,  ''  I  met  Miss  Fitzher- 
bert and  Captain  Bloomfield — '*  Mars- 
land  struck  his  forehead — '^  and  Ellen 
by  the  toyshop,  as  I  was  coming  from 
school,  papa,  and  Miss  Fitzherbert  sent 
Ellen  to  buy  me  this  beautiful  thing. 
Miss  Fitzherbert  kissed  me,  and  said 
I  was  a  good  boyr— I  love  her  dcfarly, 
papa — dont  you  ?" 


h  ^'  Ah  !    who  can  help  loving  her,*' 

^    said  JVIarsland,  with  a  deep  sigh,  as  he 

took   the   smiling  boy  in  his 'arras,  and 

kissiog  him,  returned  home  again,  with 

a  beavy  heart. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


**  The  foftest  blush,  that  nature  fpreadt, 
GaTe  colour  to  her  cheek  ; 
Such  orient  colour  smiles  thro'  heaTCiit 
^hen  Maj's  sweet  momiDgs  break." 


ft 

At  length  the  28th  arrived,  and  Ciara 
in  all  her  native  loveliness  viras  ready, 
when  Bloomfield  called  to  conduct  her 
to  the  boat.  She  virore  a  very  becom- 
ing dress  of  white  muslin,  which  showed 
to  advantage  the  fine  fall  ot  her  shoul- 
ders, and  her  beautiful  round    white 
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arms :  ber  height  did  not  exceed  the 
middle  size^  though  the  symmetry  of 
her  person^  and  her  longelegantly  turned 
tieck^   gaye  an  idea  that  she  was  tall ; 
her  pale  auburn  hair  wi^  parted  on  her 
forehead^  and  wkh  the  appearance  of 
negligence^  displayed  great  taste  ;  her 
hat  was  rather  small  of  grey  chip^  with 
a  feather  of  light  grey,  turned   up  a 
little  on  one  side  ;  her  shoes  and  gloves 
were   of  the  same  colour,  as  were  two 
rows  of  beads,  which   fell  upon  a  close 
high  tucker,  that  concealed  the  picture 
of  Montague,  suspended  by  a  very  de- 
licate gold  chain,  it  was  a  partings  pre- 
sent which   she  had    never   takan    off^ 
since  he  threw  it  round  her  neck,  a  con- 
cealed    treasure   that    was   never   dts- 
played  ;  a  piece  of  small  leafed  myrtle, 
was  placed  in  ber  bosom,  and  an  Indian 
shawl  thrown  carelessly  over  her  shoul- 
ders.    Perhaps  she  never  appeared  more 
fascinatingly,  beautiful  than  at  this  mo- 
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ment.  She  might  almost  have  been  ^ap- 
proached like  the  unfortunate  M^s-fJ 
Stuart^  when  at  a  procession  in  Fran^i^i 
a  woman  endeavoured  to  press  thron^gh 
the  crowd,  that  she  might  touch  hefj  "^ 
know  if  she  was  really  mortal. 

Going  entirely  from  a  wish  to  oblis*^^ 
the  same  motive  led  her  to  endeavovjr 
to  appear  cheerful^  and  she  succeeded 
tolerably  well  in  the  exertion.     Yfh^ti 
BJoomfield  entered,  he  could  not  con* 
ceal  his  admiration,  it  sat  on  his  bro"^^» 
appeared  in    his   eyes,     his  smile,    b^' 
heightened  colour,  and  animating  cou^' 
tenance,    his   ardent    unconscious    g^^^^ 
was  fixed  on  Clara.     They   waited  b  *-**  ^ 
for  the   Summer's,    who    were  to  jo^** 
them.      At  length,   at   some    distanc^^' 
Kate's  voice  was  beard  ;  and  fearful  (^ 
detaining    the    boat,    Clara     proposec^^ 
walking  to  them.     She  accepted  Bloom- 
field's,  ready,  trembling,  hand,  though 
a  brave  soldier,  to  lead  her  down  the 
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^ps^  hoping  Kaie  was  not  in  one  of  her 
ddiest  humours;  indeed^  she  would 
ve  greatly  preferred  joining  the 
arsland^^  who  were  to  be  of  the  party> 
t  she   could   not    excuse    herself^  to 

m 

Lss  Sommers  who  proposed  their  call- 
:  for  her.  and  that  her  mother  was  to 
iperon  them. 

*  What  a  handsome  couple/'  cried 
ss  Sommers^  loud  enongh  to  be 
ard^  just  as  Captain  BloomBeld  was 
willingly,  relinquishing  the  band  he 
Id,  ^'does  not  Clara  look  divinely  ?" 
•'  Fie,  Katharine/'  said  her  mother^ 
rather  a  low  voi^e,  '^  see  how  you 
ve  called  forth  the  blushes  on  your 
eet  friend's  face,  when  they  ought^ 
have  visited  your  own  cheeks,  you 
Jdy  creature/' 

'*  Me,  I  never  blush,"  said  Kate, 
ts  out  of  fashion  now  ;  I  am  sur- 
sed,  Clara  should  continue  this  lineal 
iceiidant  of  the  mauvaise    Jionte ;  I 
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am  sure  I  vish  any  one  could  say  I 
looked  divinely/'  said  she^laughing ;  ''in- 
stead of  blushing  at  the  idea^  I  should 
smile  delightedly."  ''  And  will  nobody 
say  so  Kate  i"  asked  Bloomfield,  the 
parties  just  then  joining;  '' why  thea 
I  must.**  Mrs.  Sommers  had  takea 
Clara's  hand  very  kindly^  and  wi|i  say- 
ing, ''  You  dont  mind  my  madcap^  I 
know ;''  when  Captain  Berkley^  an  ac« 
quaintance  of  Mrs.  Sommers's  having 
come  up  in 'time  to  hear  the  latter  part 
of  the  conversatioHj  inquired  what  it 
was  Miss  Sommers  wished  to  have  said^ 
as  'he  was  ready  to  say  any  thing  to 
oblige  her. 

'^  There,"  said  Bloomfield,  ''  you 
find  Miss  Sommers,  Berkley  will  sajr 
any  thing  you  chuse.'* 

'*  So  utter  but  your  wishes^  gentle 
lady,  and  they  are  fulfilled." 

['  Certainly/'     exclaimed     Captain 
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Berkley ;    '^  wbere    is    the    nnfeeliog 
^Tetirh  that  could  refuse  ?'' 

Berkley  ^as  quite  in  her  own  style ; 
md  though  he  did  homage  to  the  su- 
ftrior  charms  of   Clara^  to  Mrhom  he 
bad  requested  to  be  introduced^   was 
fedly  attached  to  lier  lively  frirad.    By 
Clara  he  was  awedj  her  lovely  friend's 
^arms  invited  him  to    admire  at  his 
vase,  a  being  thoughtless^    good    hu- 
Bioured>  anad  giddy,  like  himself.     They 
M  DOW  reached  the  boat,  which  was 
gaily  trimmed  with    pennants  flyifig  aa 
awning ;  the  rowers  in  white  jackets  and 
trowsers,  with  black  caps,  their  sleeves 
tied  round  the  arm,  with  ribbands    of 
Mack  and  scarlet,  the  uniform  of  the  re- 
giment; a  carpet,  was  laid  at  the  bottom 
Hit  the  boat,  in  that  part  where  the  com- 
pany sat,  and  the  seats  were  also  car* 
petted ;  uo  accommodation  was  omitted ; 
nothing  that  could  render   it  pleasant, 
forgotten  ;  they   were    attended  by  the 


IS 

who  sit  together  are  the  Mm  M'Fail- 

gcra." 

Bustle— MTadgers/'  he  repeiH 
pardoo^  me^   I   ne^er   heard   of  ihdH 
before." 

''  That  is  a  proof/'  said  she.  jndilUai^ 
''that  you  are  not  much  acqiiaiirted  # 
Halifax;  shall  I  introduce  jovi^^J 
little  archly,  seeing  his  eye  dfwaU  eh  thft 
party.  ;.  t\ 

''  I  thaok  you/^  bowing  and  loakii|p 
ludicrously,  ''  but  I  prize  my  owa  saMf  . 
too  highly  :  I  should,  I  fear,  be  a  Idlt^ 
man." 

**  As  yon  please.  I  should,  indeed^' 
be  sorry  to  lead  yc»u  into  danger.-' 

*^  The  hour  of  trial  is  past,"  said  he^ 
significantly,  ''  the  danger  I  cannot  ntrP 
avoid,"  looking  expressivfly  at  her. 

In  turning  from  him  at  the  moment 
Clara's  eye  fell  on  Marsland,  who,  un- 
observed, had,  in  anguish  been  silently 
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loticiag  all  that  was  passing.  On  enter- 

iDgthe  boat^  tbej   had  merely  bowed^ 

!irith  a  bow  d'ye  do  to  day^  as  tbey  were 

too  far  apart  to  enter  into  conversation. 

Marsland  bad  seen  Bloomfield  band 

in  Clara^  and  wisbed.to  have  made  room 

/for  her  near  bim,  but  could  not.  His  eye 

I  jiad  ^arcely  wandered  from   her   sincCj 

:  ud  guessing  the  import  of  Bloomfield's 

^  coDversatioQ.     She  observed  him  now 

'  isoking  pale  as  deaths  and  exclaimed^ 

nilh  much  -concern^    '^  Mr.   Marsland 
-   you  are  certainly  ill  ! '' 

Her  voice  and  manner^   with  tbe  sud- 

deoness  of  tbe    ezclaimation^    reqalled 

a 

sltogetber  the  colour  to  bis  pallid 
chedLs;  and  he  faintly  .uttered^  tbe 
notion  of  the  boat,  he  believed ;  he 
ihould  be  well  immediatetly,  he  said, 
nilljing  bis  spirits.  Mrs.  Marsland, 
'  alarmed^  remarked,  '^  that  he  never  used 
to  be  affected  by  the  motion  of  a  boat^ 
even  wben  the  sen  was  rough.'' 
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All   Ihe    ladies   were    offerincf    thflirj 
smelling    bottle«.        Miss    M'Fadj 
liad   a  dark^  vague    suspicion*  of  sonuhj 
thing  wrongs   in  which    Clara  was  coB-i 
cerned  ;  (hough  from  Bloomfield's  en-, 
dent  devotion  to  her,  which  thej  belieTdt] 
M arhland^   from  his  intimacy^  knew  be^j 
fore :  they  could  not  tell  exactly  wl 
to  think.     Bloomfield  again  suspedejfi 
and  again  was  right :  however  he  whollf 
concealed  bis  thoughts^  nor  gave  thett  '- 
utterance   even  by   a  look.     He  woutt 
almost  have  thought  Clara  less  pure  bci 
be   been   certain  she    was    beloved  bj 
Marsland^  as  he  was  situated. 

Miss  Fitzhcrheri  believed  it  to  b0 
really  the  boat,  and  rejoiced  tbatthe^ 
had  almost  reached  the  place  were  tbe^ 
were  to  land.  They  had  then  about  tf 
quarter  of  a  mile  to  walk  to  the  encamps 
ment.  The  boats  now  made  towards  m 
little  cove^  formed  by  two  projectii^ 
points    of    land^    beautifully   wooded. 
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vbere,  amongst  the  trees^  gai^y  hahite d^ 
prere  placed  some  of  the  niililary  youths ; 
vhuse    fiiie   voices^    accompa^iied    by  a 
part  of  ihe  band,  who  had  firs;  gone  on 
shoro^   welcomed  the  strangers,  in  some 
complimentary  verses^  composed  and  set 
to  music  for  the  occasion. 
t     The  boat  in  which  Clara  was^  reached 
ibore  the  second  of  the  company's  boats. 
Bloomfield,  springing  from  it^   hastened 
to  hand  her  out,   and   was  leading  her 
forwards,   when   a  \iolent  scream  fn^m 
the  boat  they  had  quitted,  arrested  their 
tttention  ;    they  knew  not,  at  first,  (he 
occasion  of  it,  but  soon  heard  a  lond  cry 
of,    *'  Mrs.    Bustle   will  be  drowned, 
Mr8.  Bustle  will    be  drowned  ;*'  when 
two  of  the  rowers   immediately  jumped 
into  the   water,  and,  in  different  direc- 
tions, swam  out  to  sea  to  some  distance^ 
^they   believed,  keeping  her  in  view  ; 
but  coming    within  reach  of  the  object 
pursued,  one  of  them  grasped  firmly. 
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not,  indeed,  Mrs.  JBustle,  but  her  hat^ 
oriiarnented^  in  compliment  to  the  Regi- 
ment^ with  high  scarlet  and  black 
feathers,  \^'hich  the  wind  catching^  had 
borne  away. 

The  other,  not  more  fortunate,  seized  ; 
her  clastic  flaxen  wig,  '^^hich,  w^ith  the 
shock,  had  fallen  off;  for  Mrs.  Bustle 
had  not  been  over  head  in  the  water,  at 
was  afterwards  discovered.  At  a  distance  ' 
they  saw.  a  pair  of  shoes  with  two  v^ry 
long  pegs  swimming  upwards  ;  but  these' 
they  did  noi  pursue  ;  and  now  at  a  loss 
which  way  to  go ;  they  weref  looking 
about  when  they  discovered  the  object 
of  their  search  much  nearer  shore  than  ' 
they  had* any  idea  of.  Indeed  some  of 
of  the  company,  who  were  solicitously 
looking  for  and  awaiting  her  return,  haid 
descried  her,  and  called  out  to  the  men, 
pointing  out  where  she  was,  but  thetf 
had  not  understood  them. 

They  now,  however,  bastlened  to  her. 
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'  mod  supporting  her  each  by  an  arm^  in 

I  the  other  band  bearing  her  hat  and  wig^ 

;  brought  her  on 'shore ;    when  the  figure 

\  the  cut^. with   her  dishevelled   deep  red 

'  locks,  that  she  always  called   auburn, 

I  her  weteloihes  clinging  round  her  short 

thick  person  ;  and  the  total  dera^igenient 

of  her   whole  appearance,  made,  even 

her  friends^  the  Miss  M'Fadgers^  smile. 

The    laugh  was  generally   among  the 

gentlemen,    some  of  them  vowing  she 

must  be  cUd  in.  cork,  to  have  escaped  so 

'  well ;  others  declaring  she  looked    like 

another  Venus  risen  from  the  waves. 

Bloomfield  bit  his  lips,  and  succeeded 
tolerably  well  in  commanding  hi»  risible 
faculties.  The  men  now  proposed 
*  carrying  her  between  them,  as  she  had 
no  shoes,  but  this  she  declared  against, 
and  was  highly  provoked,  when,on.rais"- 
ing  her  little  ferret  eyes,  she  perceived 
the  Qiirth  she  had  occasioned.  •  The 
naiuralhf  full  red  of  her  highly  coloured 
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chrek  became  an  almost  purple  liiiKB 
llowexer,  she  tried  to  simperawaj  M 
rasre  biii  in  vain.  Had  she  been  ai 
ble  as  she  was  otherwise,  and  properi 
dressed,  her  perstuial  defects  would 
been  no  subject  of  ridicule  but  with 
unworthy.  As  it  waR.  the  whole  e 
pany^  who  were  now  landed,,  wi 
aniu:«cd  ;  CUra  excepted,  who  realljfiiKll 
for  her — Clara  !  the  being  who,  ^f  itt^ 
others,  she  most  disliked  ! 

The  accident.  Captain  Berkley  rc* 
lated,  had  happened  owing  to  the  iweV 
of  the  tide,  which,  ju-stasshe  was  step 
ping  from  the  boat,  made  it  VeJf. 
unsteady,  and  the  person  haiidicj 
her  out  (  nobody  seemed  to  kno^ 
who,  and  no  one  acknowledged  it 
had  quitted  their  hold  for  fear,  it  w^ 
supposed,  of  being  pulled  in;  th^ 
in  the  confusion  the  boat  got  drivel 
further  from  shore.  And,  as  she  wa^' 
not  immediately)  assisted,  with  t&^ 
shock   from    that,  and   the    motion  o^ 
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be   boat  «iie  hod  been  carried  to  aome 


-Xhe  meo  bore  awajr  their  trembling 
i^rge,  as  the  oflBcers  related  it,  to  a 
temporary  erection  for  a  laundry.  There. 
^as  a  good  fire^  and  some  of  the  soldiers' 
wives  attending^   who  assisted  the  poor 
dripping  Mrs.  Bustle  in  every  thing  ne- 
cessary.-    They  brought  her  clothes  till 
berown   were  dried   and    prepared  for 
ber;  and  being  expert   laundresses  this 
was   soon   done.      Her    wig  was   also 
dried  and   curled ;   and   her   drooping 
plumes^  held  to  the  fire^   agairi  looked 
erect  and   formidable   as  ever ;   as  did 
Mrs.  Bustle/who  now  appearing  in  her 
own  dress,  received  the  congratulations 
of  the  company,  upon  her  reappearance 
Mongst  them. 

She  only  lamented^  she  said/not  being 
Able  to  dance  at  the  ball/  as  her  shoes 
did  not  fit  her. 
The  gentlemen  thought  it  very  likely 
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she  might  not  liave  danc<id  bid' iIMi'  #oir# 

I  ^  ■  • 

her  own. 

Miss  Soramen  said  she  was  bo^ev^, 
reallff  glad  that  ber  short  voyagt  had 
concluded  so  rfeiL 


N 
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CHAPTER  III. 


"*«  Cone  ftnd  trip  it  as  yon  go, 
On  tfie  light  fantastic  toe." 

**  Hene^  Tiio  deluding  joys, 

Tlve  brood  of  follj)  without  father  bred  I 
.  How  little  you  bested, 
Or  fill  the  fixed  mindy  with  all  your  toys  1" 


As  they  proceeded  towards  the  encamp- 
ment>M  188  Fitzherbert  was  much  pleased 
wiUi  the  taste  aod  elegance  displayed  in 
the  arrangement.  An  arched  avenue 
was  formed  of  considerable  lengthy  by 
uniting  the  boughs  of  tbe  trees  that  led 
to  the  principal  (eat ;  orcr  the  entrance 
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of  which  was  a  grand  display  of  milita^  ^J 
trophies.  Scattered  among  the  tre^^^ 
were  pitched  small  tents;  the  large te^^^ 
had  two  rows  of  fancy  pillars  entwin^^ 
with  wreaths  of  green  and  flowers  inte^C 
mixcd^  which  had  a  beautiful  effec  '^ 
At  the  top  was  a  light  festooned  draper 
in  the  centre^  between  thepillars^  a  loi 
table  was  covered  with  various  refTeshr^ 
uirnts^  coiTre^  chocolate^  &c.  &c/  - 
vrral  black  boys,  dressed  in  scarlet  ji 
kets^  with  white  waiscoats  and  tro-wse^'^ 
attended,  carrying  silver  trays  to  bao^ 
refreshmenlH  to  the  company. 

From  the  door  of  the  tent^  was  a  fine 
view  of  the  sea,  through  the  musquito 
net,  which  fell  before  it,  and  gave-^a 
beautifully  soften  light,  of  Corov^aUisV 
Island,  and  several  vessels  ofdiffereat 
forms  and  sizes  ;  some  at  aochorj  othert 
in  full  sail ;  the  whole*  scene  appearing 
gay  and  animated.  t 

After  sitting  for^some  time^  they  stcdltf? 
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^y  in   different   parties^    about  the  en- 
caoipment,   till   the  ringing  of  abell^ 
^bich  could  'be  heard  at  a  considerable 
distance^  summoned  them  to  dinner. 
Tfaej  then  returned  to  the  teiit^  and  were 
afterwards  conducted  to  the  mess  room^ 
where  they:  sitt  down  to  a  v«ry  handsome 
dinner^    a    profusion    of  every   variety 
which  the  season  or  country   afforded. 
This  was  followed  by  an  elegant  dessei  t. 
Many-  loyal-  toasts   were   given  wiiii    a 
salute  of  musketry. 

.  Coffee  was  then  brought  in  ;  and  soon 
^ter  the  general's  lady^  with  her  party 
leading  the  way,  the  otiier  ladies  follow- 
ed to  the  tent ;  where  in  a  little  time^ 
^^^  gentlemen,  leaving  their  bottles, 
joined  them,  and  conducted,  them  to  the 
'ballroom.  The  colours  of' the  Regi- 
ment were  there  displayed.  A  variety 
of  wreaths  and  fancy  ornaments  very 
^ily  hung  in  different  parts  of  the  room, 
with    coloured    lamps   placed  amongst 
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them,  Mrhich  were  also  wound  round'tte 
tight  pillars/  that  supported  the  orcte^ 
tra  ;  and  several  large  traosparencies  ad- 
ded to  the  beauty  of  the  general  elfeet 

The  dancing  commenced,  in  wBieh 
nio9t  of  the  company  joined.  A  ftfr 
only  setting  down  to  cards  in  Aq  ad^ 
joining  room.  Bloorafield  the  lii|i'^ 
Bloomfield,  fearful  of  trusting  to  ftir* 
tune,  had,  before  they  set  out^  M^gM 
Clara's  hand  for  the  evening,  shie'pirc^ 
inised  but  for  one:  or  two  dances,  tbK- 
should  be  as  she  chose  he  toldbe^ja- 
he  would  by  no  means  wish  her  to  b^ 
fatigued  ;  he  only  begged  she  should  rer- 
member  she  was  engaged  :  ''  For,  I  an* 
afraid/*  added  he,  smiling,  '' of  a  faosC 
of  competitors  ;  and  on  this  oceasioa 
would  wish  fa  monopolise." 

Clara  told  liim,  "  she  was  so  much  a 
stranger  to  the  company  in  general,  she 
believed  he  need  be  under  no  apprehen- 
sion.   But  begged  if  be  wished  to  dance 
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ttiore  tbaC  he  would  feel  himself  »t  per- 
fect liberty  to  select  another  partner ; 
indeed  this  she  should  insist  upon." 

''We  will  settle  that  afterwards/' he 
i^iliedy  '^  jour  wishes,  I  am  persuaded, 
uroald,  in  most  cases,  be  mine.  Would 
to  heaven  I  could  flatter  myself,  tl^at 
Bine  might  ever  be  allowed  by  you/' 
What  these  wishes  might  be  was  wholly 
•defined,  they,  of  course^  produced  no 
UsweTi  or  observation. 

The  ball-room,  though  spacious,  wan   * 

^eli  filled.     The  Generars  party   was 

'^rge,  and  Governor  JBright's  was  uu- 

"^wously .attended.  The  Admiral,  Com- 

,*odore,   and    a  number    of  stranger-s^ 

^Qcers  of  rank   and   distinctiuii,   were 

pteftiit.    Indeed  the  invitation  had  been 

>ery  general,  in  what  Was  considered  the 

higher  circle. 

Lord  St.  Clair,  the  General,  requested 
the  honour  of  .being  introduced  to  Gap- 
fain  Bioomfield^s  lovely  partner ;  who 
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V  »;»  .•.■;.  •  s.clljj  ailowed,  .b_y  the  genti^  . 

•    .  *  r  f.iii ist  among  She  fair.''         "   '" 

'V.     X    sjiitiied    for  one    daoce,  bit 
>  .  >«N    . .  ^  viivUied  he  could  not^Uoe  . 
. 'xv.    .^^    b.^  iiad   already  promiaed  one  ' 
\^  ,-v   lt«^:M^ai.  ••  as  in   duly  bovak" 

rxuun  ViAs.  that  Lord  St.  Clair bf^ 
A    »>A..  isi  UUP.   Bioomfield  found  ki& 

v."^    <h:kssi   %\\   make  Clara  the  subje^ 

sM  «s'a\ci%atu>i\  as   they   posted  theo^ 

w  ^s'A  vu  A  CxMiHrr  near  which  she  sat,  9lM 

U^.-S  > »  hci  piai>e. 

\\  hAi  A  UHiu  !••  cried  one.  "Whf 

ifeAUHu^  e\t^/*    "  the  true  dark  bliiei' 
iOCii  Auoihoi.     ••  Such  eye  brows,"  ob-- 
4\>i\^  A  thirti,   ''M>tthe  bold  arch  of 
iiM^it^t  \ «  bui  »(niiething  more  touchiogly 
exprcMi\e/*     Her  mouth,  nose,  teeth. 
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:h    were  remarked^  and  ibared   the 

neral  praise.     Which  they  concluded 

f    saying  that  her  face   possessed  the 

rue  Italian  expression^  joined  with  the 

Jfinning  modesty  of  England. 

Bloomfield  heard  the  conclusion  to 
^hich  he  more  than  subscribed.  All 
^u  lost  on  Clara^  who  had  not  even  seen 
ber  panegyrists. 

Love  and  pleasure  appeared  to  /reign 
vound  :  but^  alas  !  love  has  not  always 
for  its  attendant    pleasure  !    as    poor 
Marsland  found.     He  had  engaged  the 
pretty  Miss  Lovell  Tor  his  partner^  re* 
jrsrding    Bloomfield   with   an    envious 
jealous  eye;  whilst  with  hopeless  de- 
spondency he  looked   on    Miss  Fitzher- 
i^rt ;  whom  he   begun  to  think  might 
V^^ihly  make  a  second  choice.     And  if 
the  did — what  right  had  lit  to  be  angry  ? 
■^wght  he  not  rather  to  rejoice  ?  parti- 
cularly    should     that    choice     fall   on 
"'ooinfield,  who   appeared    (were^Aaf 
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possible)  to  be  ^vorthTy  evtii  of  Clan. 
For  MarslaiuU  in  spite  of  faimself>  vu 
forced  (o  be  just ;  though  glad  to  dis- 
miss tlie  idea.  He  had  no  pretensions — 
durst  not  even  hope  for  any  ;-^— mtftfiy  / 
To  wish  for  any  were  a  crime. 

Clara    approached  :     trembling   be 
turned   her  in  the  dance ;  held  her  too 
Umg ;    confused   the   figure ;    and  ptt^ 
rvcrv  body  out.     But  she  had  lUst  con — 
gvntulatvd  him  upon  being  well  again   ^ 
be  he:«rd  nothing  else  ;  saw  and  thougb 
of  nothing  else.     Mrs.    Marsland  soo 
aftr.r  cainc  up,  vexed  at  his  awkwark- 
noss,  as  she  called  it.     He.could  offer  no 
excuse  to  7/ei*  of  all  people  in  the  world 
— he  could  make  none.     To  his  partner 
Ire  apologized,  and  asked  her  if  she  were 
not  weary  of  him  ?    But  she  very  good- 
humouredly  said,   not  at  all  ;    that   it 
was  a  very  difficult  figure. 

He  used  to  be  fond  of  dancing,  and 
was  allowed  to  excel.    At   present  he 
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Isad  been  induced  to  join  tbe'setwitb 
the   hope  that  he  should  meet  Clara^  in 
the  figure;    should    take  her   h^iid  ; 
diould  ^ieaktdher;  be  near  her.  'I^Ut 
^OTDo  he    wished,  of  all    things^  to  iet 
d<^>«rD,   ahd  "look  ortly  at  ber  or  watch 
B I  f)omfiUk[;    This  wias  however  tmpdftiri- 
i^le,  unlets  hfs  partner  had  given  hiin.tip. 
At  last  Mr.  Lindore  came  to  begth^ 
^A^our  of  b{!r  hand;  £fa}*ing ;  whenshe 
^i^ouM  be  a  gainer  by  thft'  exchange,  he 
^c^wgHcd  her  to  the  vtSote  hiippy  Lindor<!'; 
ft.i:m<i  retired   into  a  corner  to  meditated, 
^'^'^  to  madness.      Had   Clara's   heit'r\ 
qtisjli/  tost,   wkat,  but  a  mil-ticle, 
uld  have  9>^ed  the  guilty  paif'-  frdtn 
P«i^ilition. 

X'he  hour  of  separation  approachiife, 

^•^^  the  company  begnn  to  think \if  r*- 

^^*«^^ing  home.     Coverlid  bttrge^  and  cdi^ 

^^^^es  had  been  prepared  to  convey  them 

*^    ^own.     But  a  few  preferred  walktfij^> 

^    ^he  distance  was  not  greats  and  it  ^ai^ 


\ 


36 

a  beautiful  night.  Amongst  thele  wot 
Miss  Sommers^  who  knew  that  Berk- 
ley would  attend  her  ;  and  that  thej 
might  en^oy  dUmost  a  tete-a-teif,  jli^ 
advised  her  mother^  by  aU  means,  t^ 
avoid  the  night  air  ;  which-  Mrs.iSoiia- 
mers  told  her  she  most  assuredly  shoutd* 
and, also  odvisedYiex  to  do  the. same  afker 
dancing. 

,  .Kate  said  she  should  Van  no  risque, 
and  would  join  a  party  who  intended 
walking.  She  should  leave  Clara,  who 
was  then  with  Mrs.  Somniers^  under  her 
€are«  she  told  her^  as  she  could  not  take 
qhargeof  her  herself ;  and,  whtspcfiog- 
ly,>dvised  her  to  keep  ar^ood  look  out 
after  Bloomfield,  who  wa«  very  sly;  for 
she  fthould  look  to  hcr^  after  this,  warn- 
ing, for  the  safety  of  her  friend.  She 
thought  covered  barges^  and  ships  at  an- 
chor just  at  hand,  wore  a  very  suspi- 
cious appearance  ;  for  her  part  she  durst 
not  venture  in  them.  When  giving  her 
and  to  Berkley,  who  then  appeared^ 
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-pfepared  , to  attend,  ber,  she  left  tliem, 
.vrithout  waiting,  for  a  reply:  _.* 

The  walking  party  (»et  out,  accom- 
pinied  by  their  military  .beaux^  and  at- 
tcpded   by  a  {iart  of  .the   musical  band 
almost  to  Halifax.     In  passing  through 
the  wood   they   were  much   delighted 
i^itii  the  splehdidryjuminous  appearance 
-  of  the  fire  fiies^  hanging  like  clusters  of 
itm,  thick  oa  every ^bush.     Every  in- 
>UQt  varying  the  form  and  appearance  ; 
though  to  them  nothing  new,  the.efiect 
produqed  was  always  striking  and  beau- 
tiful, and   what   cannot  be  done  justice 
to   by.  description  ;      the  .  lustre    pro- 
duced by  these  little  insects  is  so   pure^ 
the  whole  so  beautifully    various  from 
their  perpetual  flitting. 

fiioomfield    left  Miss    Fitzherbert  a 

'foment  to   fetch   a  glass  of  lemopade 

from   the  tea  room,    meeting  a  servant^ 

t^ov^fever,  he  returned  immediately,  but 

^ound  Marsland  had  joined  her  and  was 
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endearonrin^  io  prcvaH'ripVA  B'cf  ttTit 
turn  in  their  .  diaise/    Bloomfielfl;  WMl 
had     planned  things    differeotlj;  W 
Tcxed  ;  but  too  polite,  as  fa^  GonsidfiM 
M arsland  as  bis  gtiesf,  ib  }et  it  appdtfv 
JMarsland  told  her'  there  wotild  6\Af)k 
Mrs.  Maryland  and  another  Ikdt/ai'lik 
would  walk^  and  his-'seryant'viroilM' ill- 
tend   them.      It  was^    however;  HlMtf- 
mined    that  Mrs.   Somitier^  shfii  'Wk 
Fitzberbert  should   wait  fbr   tbe  t)ur- 

• 

riage.  -  "  •  -'■ 

Captain  Bloomfield  made  so  mMj 
apologies^  Mrs.  Sommers  begun  to  sos* 
pect  something;  but  with  a  good  hif 
moured  smile^  agreed  to  wait  theretur^ 
of  th«  carriage. ,  Clara^^orry  to  be  dr 
tain^d  there  so  long^  was  now  obliged  t( 
be  governed  hy  her  decision^  and  Hiadi 
no  objection. 

■ 

Mrs.  Sommers  retired  to  a  seat  at  a  lit 
tie  distance^  and  left  Clara  with  Mars 
land^   who  saw  through    it    all  ;    am 
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Sloomfleld^s   servant    appearing,    told 

\uiD  a  stranger  waited  at  his  tent.    Dis^ 

liiTbed  he  went ;  which  loft  Clara  now^ 

ln^fdcts  alone  with  Marsland^  who^  hav- 

^  stood  for  some  time;  whilst  he  waited 

;    tniously  the  deciston  now  given  against 

1iini;near  a  large  fire,  b^gun  to  discover 

Mn  to  Clara/tbat  he  had  drank  deeply. 

He  now  fancied  her  eye  followed  Bloom- 

iield/as  he  went  otit ;  that  she  sighed 

(tmnffection  frrfm   new-born  love,  h6 

^  «poke  once  or  twice,  she  was  absent,  an- 

«wcrcd  him  confusedly,  scarcely  appear- 

>og4o  hear  to  notice  htm.   ^e  seized  her 

'^and,  at  length,  the  winei-sliil  operating 

^fe  powerfully  ;  he  grew  desperate  ; 

^^i  as  his  eyes  fixed  on  her-^^he  tenderly 

P'*cs8ed  it  to  his  heart  saying,  in  a  low 

'follow  voif  e,  "^  Clara,  I  have  this  night, 

"''^nk  large  libations,  to  your  health ; 

'  vvill  finish  the  draught  with  salt  water^ 

*o   ygnf*  future  happiness  ;    farewel  ! 

^^U  we  meet  again  !   and  rushed  away^ 
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leaving  her  motionlesf   with   Mtonifli- 

uient  '  '  .;« 

■ill 

He.  run  fnriously  ta  some  disfaoix;. 
till  he  reached  the  shore  ;    there  koed- 
ing  down  with  hands  clasped^  uttered, i 
few   incoherent  sentences  ;    went  back 
some  paces^  to  take  a  surj^  more  certaii 
springs  .stood  an-  instant ;  '^  Clara,  be- 
loved adored  Clara  !  ^  farewel  for  ever  It 
when  from  behind  one  of  the  trees,  la 
elegant  figure^  wrapped  in  a  close  sqr-; 
toutj  darted  forwards,  as  the  sad  oiaaiai; 
was  on  the  tiptofe  rushing  to  destruction. 
He  held  him  fast,  '*  Marsland,  yqii  arie 
mad/'  ill  a  deep,  solemn  voice.    ''  Ye^'* 
struggling  to  get  free,  ''  I  am  mad^  who 
dares  arrest  a  madman's  flight,  that  seeks 
for  peace."    ''  Seek  it  then  where  alone  it 
can  be   found,    in  honour,  in  virtue." 
thundered  forth  the  determined  op  poser 
of  his  intention,  still  holding  him.  ; 

*'  Who  are  you,   who   dare   thus    ta 
controul    me,"    demanded    Marsland  ? 


*1 

18  turning  .ic)  beheld  Me  lie  believed 
¥rl|ollj(^u9k|iown/co|;iceHled  bj  his  dress 
Upd  eyiflpnt .  v/ish  uo,t  to  be  seeiv,  but 
^^ho;,  in  moving,  dii^cuvered  the   shining 

# 

epaulette   upon    his    shoulder.      '^  One 

^Hilio  has.iufrk^d  you  for  some  ijours 

^^g!^,^.  one^  with   whom  jour   secret  lis 

-4fRfe,;as  buried  in  the  grave  ;'0i2^  vi'ho> 

^.eihorts^  iiitreats  jou   to   recollect  you 

:  •  Me  a  FATHER,  oh;    Marslaiid,   a  hus- 

'    bamd!" — Marslwd  groaned — ^' and  if 

[    theie  ties  will  not  move  you,  alj  power- 

;    fuUstbey  are  natures  own,   sweetest, 

!    deirett  bonds,  exhorts  you   by  another 

iiune,  too  much    honoured  to   be  re- 

peated,  whose  fame  should  you   have 

beeo  observed,   tnaj/,  apficr,    who    you 

0 

Would  load  with  sorrow,   perhaps  too 

great  to  be  supported  ;  for  the  parting 

<ceDe  ^ould   then   appear   in   its  true 

hghi,"     "  The  parting  scene,'*  repeated 

^*raland,   '*  how — what — there  was  no 

^t^iesscs/'    He  paused. 


The  last  nuti  powerftit';lti|pi«Milj 
had  sufficient  w«ight«  with  flie  -^i 
gained,  to  arrest  kis  fiital  piir|MMr; '  lb] 
guardian  preserver  saw  it,  «fii  iiM^, 

peared  amongst  iht  trees.  '  '    ' ' 

Marsland  after  a  short  tiiite;  |(Mhi^ 

'  io  reflection^  which  wa»  Q0# /pftJ% 
awakened^  pursued  with  feelfaigs«''tlllt 
beggar  description^  his  tblitary  'wiy'Hto 
Halifax,  •where  Mrs.  Marsiatid  and  -fbr 
companion^  after  waiting  for  him- ioflle 
time,  and  finding  hedfid  iibte6diie>%i^e 

' aliready  arrived.  '•'*•    '■^'  *•'- 

Who  this  interposing'  friieiid;'  ^» 
guardian  angel  was>  whose  *iippea'rkMBe 
had  most  opportunely  presbrv^^'^lin 
from  'present  destruction^  wals'  ntM^* 
known*  It  was  pcsstUe  io  'he  l^loom- 
field,  who  was  then  Absent,  and  whose 
military  duty  might 'hitve  led  thafi¥air> 
the  figurre  was  like  hits  r  ^  i^  Tii<g9kt-tte 

'Lord  St.  Clair,  it  war  hot'  unlike  bifn, 
who  knowing  Marslaod  wcll>bad  joined 
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several  times 'daring  the  eTening 

^  and  occasionally  mentioned  Miss  Fits- 

«.lierlxsrt,  who  be  much  charmed  witb^ 

.^  .on^  ia  what  was  just  said  respecting 

-her,  to  influence  Marslaqd.     The  voice 

.'had  evidently,  faultered,  which  made 

x^  uoUkeiy  to  have  been  the*  General ; 

'  4here  was    still    another    person   'that 

it  IMS  posriUe,  but  tonjectur^  were 

-'vaio.  "^ 

*      Clara  soon  nflter   Marsland  leaving 

*ker  so  strangely,  joined  Mrs'.  Sommers, 

■Who  was  half  asleep^  had  not  noticed 

what  was  passing,  but  seeing  Clara  agi* 

iated,  inquire  the  causie,  which  led  heir 

to-mention  her  apprehension^,  that  Mars* 

land  was  very  unfit  to  return  hoiiie  alone^ 

if  such  was  his   intention.  ,  ''  Ah  !  my 

dear/'    said    Mrs.   Sommers,   smiling, 

"  men  will  do  such  things;  you  must 

not   mind  it  ;  they  always  some  how 

escape,  which  is  wonderful,  and^titdrr 

than  they  deserve/'     A  little  more  eon* 


! 
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.Tcrsation  in  the  same  at j I e^  rcconctleil 
Ciara'ii  mind  considerably  .to  what. iha. 
could  not  prevent^  aud  a^ltributed  •solaljp 
to  the  cause  assigned  .hy  Mrs.  Sonamien, 

Bloomfield  delighted^ with  the  .tod-.. 
,ccss  of  his.  little   stratagenij    not  kmify 
after  joined  tbepo^  and.  ^oon 'beiUBie  ip 
high  i^pirits,  his  only  apprehemion  JciM^ 
Clara  should  suffer  from  Jb^ingdotfAtmA^ -1 
They  talked  over  Mrs.  Bustle's  acH^W^v 
turo,   the  dances,   the  xsonipany,    whea   ' 
the  tcuU  were  to  be  struck  for  thertnijjh 

I  -mm 

tary  to  repair  to  town.  BloomficMk 
which  Mrs.  Summers  observed^  lookia|;..' 
expressively  at  Clara,  but  she  saw  hia 
not,  some  of  the  officers  m)w  disQoveiy  . 
iug  they  were  there,,  joined  them  ;  .  mhI 
as  they  were  the  last  remaining  of  the 
cc^mpany,  Mrs.  Sommers  and  her  yoUng 
friend,  begun  to  feel  themselves  unpiea*- 
santly  situated,  and  to  be  very  aiixioui 
to  get  away,  as  it  grew  late. 

At  length  the  carriage  was  announced 
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^^hcn  after  the  lacTies'  werfe  handed  in, 

tUe  happy    Blnomfield'  placed   himself 

by  the  sitfe  of  Clara,    Mrs.    Sommer^i, 

\r  preferring  (luckily)   a  back  seat ;   the 

I     gcMlemeii   whb:  had  attended  them  all 

\    CDTji^    Brmimfieid    waitferd   tiH    they' 

AoTebff,  but  not'  being  invited  by  him," 

ud  almost   strangers    to  both     ladies, 

eould  not  propose  accompanying  them. 

•Poop  Miirslaiid,  wretcfhed  to  a  degree 

fiow'tliat  th6  effects  of  the   wine    had' 

inidlTy'  indsided,  closed   hot  his  eyes, 

Wl  long  after  he  Jiciird  the  sound  of  the 

cwritge  wheels  at  Clara's  door^  which 

Ke  ity  listening  for  every  moment  till 

rtwrived;  'whcn'a  dei6p  sigh  vvhich  had 

^rfl  nigh  awokie  Mrs.  MarsVartd;  escap- 

w  fiim.       

Blbbnifield,  who  had  found  it  neces- 

*^,  ai*  the  road  <vas  rouffh,  to  throw 

*^^  arniYouhd  Clara,  to  keep  her  steady 

*  tfe  way,riow   resigning  his  lovely 

^"■g^  waited  tbiet  her  enter  hei  house. 
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Mid  talung  her.  handj  which  be  ventand' 
to  press,  before  she  could  withdraw  iti 
thanked  her  for  the  honour  she  had  eon-*^' 
ferred  upon  tbepi;  in  visitiog  the  camp, 
then  bowiogj  bid '  her  ^ood  night,  and 
rejoining  Mrs.  Soinmers^  l^ttended  liar. 
home ;  afterwards  returning  to  bis  tuiMf 
to  dream  of  Idve  and  Clara..  ^     . 

Perhaps  it  may  be  imagined,  that  iiT'^ 
the  gay  crowd  Montague  was  forgotten. 
Ah  !  no !  she  cherished  sad  reitiemr 
brance !  her  eye  still  moved  in  search  of 
some  object^  on  which  it  li^ad  been  used; 
to  rest ;  she  missed  him  every  wberei. 
in  every  passing  scene  she  looked  for  him 
alas !  in  vain ;  and  the  picture  whicb. 
lay  on  her  bosom,  was  agitated  by  tbe 
sigh  of  fond  recollection  :  but  this  wsmi. 
a  secret  known  only  to  herself;  for  sibe 
had  called  all  her  fortitude  .to  her  aid, 
no  one  knew  she  mourned,  it  was  bow- 
ever  a  scene  calculated  to  awaken  everj 
tender  remembrance,  by  ttrangly  con* 


iting  the  past  with  the  ''present ;  it 
1  the  first  time  she  appeared  inl 
hlic.  for  a  lon^  season.  When  last 
sre^  the  wai  a  belbVed  daughter^  al- 
OT  a  wife>  an  adored  vfite.  ''To 
ink  of  what  I  arnt^*  said  she,  mentally, 
||j^  w^t  1  woK^Wshe  raised  her  ejes 
jftM.  instant  to  Heaven,  sighed  deepljrj 
A  became  reigned. 

:  1'     ,      ■  * 
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CHAPTER  IV., 


.-.  Ill 


::    'XV:illl 

til.      ■     JJ*I.  •*•  ItAj 


<'  Bright  at  their  beams,  thy  eyes  a^mind^diidoie^ 
Whiirt  on  thy  lips,  gay  Mush'd  ttte  frd^tt^  Afii^ 
Wit,  Tcsuth,  and  love.-iiiieftcH'  d^r  featibttBiiMMiA 
Prest  by  my  fate  I  gazed ,-^«iid  wjii  uii4oBe«'/    '   i'yg\ 

Mn.    MjsAjTt 


■ 

Hannah  always  rejoiced  to  open  the 
door  to  her  beloved .^qijiifiressj  nor  va^  *] 
she  sorry  so  see  the  naq^me  captain* 
as  she  called  Bloooifieldj  attending  her. 
She  had  too,  her  secret  wishes  respecting 
him ;  as  she  thought  they  would  make 
such  a  pair,  as  cojild  not  easily  be 
matched,  look  where  you  would  (the 
world  through)  she  told  Richard  ;  and 
this  was  the  same  as  herself^  sbethought^ 
for  bite  knew  Richard  would  never  i^ien 
his  lips  about  it. 
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T'bis  faithful  creature  knowing  also, 

more  about  Montague  than  Clara  ima* 

gined^  v^ould  nqi  ■  bav&.  grieved    Miss 

Fitzherbert^  as   sbe   also  told  Rtcbardj 

1 1>y  talking  of  any  body    else    for  the 

^orld. 

As  soon  as  Clara  sat  down^  she  in* 
qairedYor  Ellen^  who  had  been  in  bed 
lome  hours^  and  witb>  ^  honi  the  day  bad 
passed  sndoothly;  she  sighed^  and  re^ 
joiced  to  hear  that  her  young  friend  was 
happy.  Then^  after  dismissing  Hannah, 
she  went  to  her  apartment^  and  taking 
dne  look  at  Ellen^  whose  cheek  she  softly 
kissed  :  "  Sleep  on  sweet  ionpcent, " 
•he  whispered ;  and  thankful  for  the 
merdes  that  she  still  enjoyed — retired 
to  rest. 

Jn  the  morning,  almost  before  Clara 
and  Ellen  had  finished  breakfast.  Miss 
Sommers  made  Iier'  appearance,  attendt 
e^by  Berkley.  She  begundirectly  to  rally 
Clara,  upon^taying  in  camp  till  mid* 

VOL.    II.  D 


so 
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nigbt^  after  sending  every  one  away  but 
her  mother^    whose   good  humour  sb^ 
supposed^  no    doubt,    she.migbtt    de-^ 
pend  upon.    Indeed,  her  mother  smile 
when  the   subject   was  mentionedj  ankd 
was  silent.     Su  she  did  not  yet  6xact  Wy 
know  how  it  was,  but  it  had  got  to  tKae 
General's  already,  that   Mrs.  «Romni^r« 
and  Miss  Filzherbert  stayed  all  night     ^^ 
camp  ;  and  ii.'deed,  it  was  very  true  lb"  -* 
her   mother  had  not  reached  home  (-^' 
morning;  so  she   supposed'  her  fath^* 
would  be  under  the  necessity  of  challen^^ 
ing  Blooihficld,  which  she  should  lamenr  ^ 
'as  she  did  believe  after  all,  'her  mothl^^ 
was  innnccntf-and  had  only  kindly  reroeiif' 
bcred  the  days   when  she  was   youngi 
to  obli^-c  some  other  people  who  otdy 
were  tobiaii^e. 

She  was  going  a  round  of  visits,  and 
should  hear  u.oTe  about  it,  Berkley 
laughed,  and  Miss  Fitzherbert  begin- 
ning half  to  suspect  the  truth,  heartily 


>i^3iLed  also  at  being  made  the  talk  of  the 
to'^^n^  which^  so  far  she  doubted  not  was 
truc^  jet  could  not  forbear  smiling  at  her 
Dia.d  friend.  Mrs.  Sommers  having  been 
with  her,  was,  she  knew,  a  sufficient 
protection  against  scandal,  but  that  did 
'lot  content  her,  she  wished  to  avoid'ob- 
terTati#n.,  ^ 

*' Here  comes  the  culprit/'  cried  Kate, 
fringing  up^  as  she  saw  Bloomfield  as- 
^^ hiding  the  steps,  ''  I  vow,  I  won't  stay 
^    minute  longer." 

"Nay,  but,  Kate/'  said  Clara,  ".you 
^  ^^ght  to  stay  after  what  you  have  ad- 
^teced  to  hear  any  defence  that  c&n  be 


ade ;  that  is  no  more  than  barely  doing 

^  Vjstice."     She  made  no  reply,  but  by 

adding  her  head,  and  "  Oh  !  you  know 

enxwill  say  any  thing/'  and  followed 
y  Berkley,  who  stayed  but  to  -say. 
^  good  morning,'' — met  Augustus  at  the 
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'  ^'  Good  morning  Captain  Bloomfielil^ 
and  was  passing. 

^'What^   running  awajj   Miss  Soic 
mers/* 

''  Yes  J  know  you  arc  uery   sorry  ^ 
that/'    looking    8igni6cantly^  ^  "  but 
eannot    help   it;    I    always    fly    froi 
danger." 

''  Is  it  then  me  you  think*  dangei 
ous  ?  or  were  you  flying  from  som 
one  else  ?"  as  be  glanced  archly  towtfrd 
JBerkley. , 

'^  It  is  you^  Captain  Bloomfield,  - 
would  avoid,  who,  after  deceiving  mj 
mother,  may  attempt  deceiving*  DC 
also." 

''  Deceivuig    your  mother,    Kate! 
you   must  explain  this,  laughing/'  an^ 
holding  her  hands  to  prevent  her  pat 
siiig. 
jj.;  "'How  was  it.  Miss  Sommers  ?" 

'-^  Nay,  that  ^ju-know   best;    dh 
you  not,  by  sly   and   wicked  arts,  wax 
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under  false  pretences,  .'such    as    men 

are    given  to   use,   detain   my   mother, 

last    night,  for   which    I  have    strong- 

I3/     advised     mj    father   to    challenge 

you/'  ^ 

"  I  shall  he  ready^  Kate — you,  I 
bope,  will  be  his  second,  and  I  engage 
Berkley  for  mine  ;  so  then  you 
kaow,  when  we  (your  father  and  I), 
tave  both  fallen,  without  receiving 
Wisfaction,  which  will  certainly  be 
^e  casCj  you  and  Berkley  can  fight  it 
out. 

'!  I  have  done,'*  said  Kate^  ''  for  I 
•^^   you  plead  guilty,   anti   yet  are  in- 
corrigible, but  you  will  hear  more  of 
*^     I   can  assure  you.      She  then   left 
^*>H,    and  he  entered  the  room  where 
.^la.ra    was    sitting     with    Ellen,    who 
^^^ked   astonished  at   what    was  pass- 

^loomfield  felt  half  detected,  as  he 
^^Vanced  to  pay  his  devoirs  to  Clara; 
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what  a  pitty  it  is  that  even  the  best  mei 
Tvhcn  they  are  in  love,  do  things  c 
which  they  are  ashamed  !   for  a  ifiomei 

*  she  >^as  inclined  to  be  vexed  with  bin 
but  recollected  that  it  might  not  be .8 
Miss  Sommers  bad  suggestc'd,  receive 
him  with  her  v^^onted  sweetness.  Th 
subject,  of  coiH'se,  was  riot  adverted  t€ 
that  Kate  had  enlarged  upon. 

Miss  Fitzherbert  could  not  mention  i 
and    Bioomfield   certainly  preferred  flb 

-  other.  They  spoke  of  Miss  Somtoeir 
however,  and  Captain  Berkley:  aa 
Bioomfield  dwelt  upon  his  evidedt.d^ 
votion  to  their  friend,  adding  with  sonc 
emotion  th^t  Berkley  was  a  happy  mai 
has  he  did  not  believe  Miss  Somme. 
was  absolutely  averse  to  him ;  that  E 
kiAew  his  character,  his  fortune,  and  sr 
tuation  were  unexceptionable,  o'therwifl 

«  he  should  have  taken  the  liberty  he  W9 
entitled. to  claim  from  their  intimacy  ail 

■ 

the  family  connection,  of  putting  Kai 


upon  her  guard ;  as  it  was^  he  should 
rejoice  to  be  present  at  their  marriage. 
"  Hannah    opening  tbe   door   wjlli 
Kirrow,    risible  in   her     countenance/' 
^luiauoced   Captain,   but  could  add  no 
■lore^  and  immediatdjr  hurrving  away, 
Osborne    appeared;      He  ,  approached 
Clara,   wbo  had  risen  fo  receive  him, 
''^ith,   *'  Ha !   my   fair  cousin,"  giving 
her  such   a  sailor-like    smack,  a  true 
Scotch  kiss,  that   Bloomfield  was  long 
^re  he  got  the  sound  of  it  out  of  his  ears ; 
f^hicb,  -had  the  report  of  a  cannon  ball 
coiiie    as  near  him,   would   have  ,beqi| 
•"acre  -welconae.      He  had  .involuntarily 
'^^If  risen  to  call  him  to   an  account,  se- 
cretly  vowing  he  should^   however,  an- 
•'^erforit. 

*' Well,  but  how  have  you  been  for 
*"i5^  many  a  month,  Clara?"  inquired 
^^sbprnp  ;  ^^  did  you  not  think  me  long 
*^  .coming  ;  but  I  suppose  you   will  .not 
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acknowledge  tbat^''  pulling  up  bis  boo 
and  half  glancing  at  Bloooifield. 

Clara  wbose  cheeks  had  scarcely  p 
recovered  the  blushes  with  which  he  b 
dyed  them^  said^  '*  I  certainly  expects 
you  sooner^  Caplain  Obborne;  what  h 
detained  you  ? 

*'  1  scarcely  know/'  he  replied  ;  "  lis 
ing  upon  the  banks;  carrying *niea  ' 
different  places ;  sent  here^  and  se- 
tbere^  inquest  of  adventurers;  and  im> 
to  crown  the  whole,  am  come  here 
carry  off  one  of  the  proud  boasts 
Halifai,|in  the  person  of  your  ladjship  s  ^ 
again  looking  at  Blooinfieid,  who  high/^ 
provoked  at  his  manner,  yet  could  no^ 
possibly  notice  it." 

''Well,  but,"  said  Clara,  "when  did 
you  hear  from  Scotland  ?  were  they  all 
well  ?" 

"  Yes,  all  well,"  he  replied,  "  that  ii 
true,"  feeling  in  his  pocket  for  bia  let- 
ter-case ;/'  and  b^re  is  a  letter  for  you/' 
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''  From   dear  Henrietta/ *^   said  she, 
looking  at  the  address. 

*'  Yes,  and  ste  writes  me  that  thej 
^lial I  soon  begiji  to  expect  you  almost 
every  day.  When  do  you  think  you 
•^a,ll  be  ready  to  'go  ?  Your  time  must 
be  mine.  Captain  Osborne." 

IBloomfield  felt  extremely   agitated; 

^^     could   not,   he   found,   immediately 

command  his  voice  suflScieiitly  to  speak; 

and  Osborne  went  on  as   if  determined 

^    torture  him: 

^'  Certaiiily  not,  the  ladies  must  com* 
^  ^^nd,  whilst  we  sailors  are    happy  io 
^■^^^y;  otherwise,  if  at  ray  own  disposal, 
'     should  say  I  will  endeavour  to  sail  in. 
f  ^^out  a  fortnight,. the  winds  peim^ttiiig, 
^^^  order  to  get  home  before  the  very  short 
^^ys,  as  the  season  is,  now  far  advanced,, 
^nd  I  am  not  desirous   of  a  December 
\oyage,  when  I  can  avoid  it.'* 

The  n  that  must  be  the  time,'*  said 
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slie^  suppressing  the    sigh  that  would    ^ 
rise 'to  a  thousand  fememhrance. 

Bloomfield  now  having  tried  to  col- 
lect all  his  fortitude^  with  a  voice  ioler" 
ahly  steady,  inquired.  '^  And  do  you 
really  propose  going  to  England  this 
season^  Miss  Fitzherbert  ?  I  had  no 
idea — I — I,  pardon  me,  I  did  not  know  ^ 
you  proposed  leaving  Halifax/'  ''Yes," 
she  rcpH6d,  '^it  has  long  been  noy  fixed 
intention  to  go  with  Captain  Osborne, 
when  be  returned."  Efidcaoduring  to 
conceal  the  ejxtreme  concern  this  intel- 
li^rfMice  gave  him^  he  said  he  had  heard 
Miss  Sunimcrs  mention  it  once  or  twice 
in  her  way,  but  he  thought  her  merely 
ill  jc»t:  ''And  I  a^n  truly  sorry,  as  all 
ii;nst  be,  who  have  the  honour  of  know- 
ing Miss  Filzheibert,  to  hear  it  thus 
co'fi; med/'  he  added,  in  manifest  dis- 
turba.»re/' 

Oftborne  who  possessed  a  largc^^share 
of  goodiicss  and  real  feeling,  sorry   he 
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had  jested   about   it    and   giveo    paio 
changed  the  subject. 

But  Bioomfield  soon  collected^  cared 
sot  for  any  thing  now  but  losing  Clara. 
His  seatiment?^  on  his  own  account, 
he  felt  he  did  not  wish  to  .  conceal  far 
otherwise;  be  heeded  not  who  knew 
ihem  ;  it  was  the  first  struggle  only 
with  love  and  despair  that  he  w^s  soli- 
citous to  have  hidden. 

His  admiration  of  Clara^  he  felt,  had 
become  interwoven  with  the  very  springs 
of  life ;  to  have  his  regard  returned^  his 
darling  wish^  bis  first  h^i^t^,  and^  if  re* 
jected,  the  thotight  was  worse  than 
deatn^  would  still  be  bis  pride;,  he  there- 
fore could  wish  for  no  concealment,  fur- 
ther  than  that  some  particular  reasons 
had  led  bim  to  determine  to  postpone, 
for  a  short  time,  the  disclosure  of  his 
seuiiment^ ;  but  he  had  been  taken  un- 
aw  ares,  by  surprise,  and  for  a  moment 
almost  unmanned.     However,  now  hay- 
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ing  recovered  his  firociness^  his  resolution 
was  taken ;  and  when  Clara^  apologiz* 
iug  for  the  omission^  introduced  Cap- 
tain Osiborneto  him;  he  bowed  .with  a 
degree  of  hauteur  to  the  Captain,  with 
whom  he  felt  offended  ;  that  did  not  pass 
unobserved.  This  trait  in  Bioomfield'a 
character  was^  but  indeed  too  prevail* 
ing,  though  usually  kept  within  bounds 
\iy  his  good  sense  and  politeness.    ' 

O&borne  now  noticed  Ellen.  '*  And 
what  bra'e  bonny  lassie  ha'  we  got 
here  ?"  said  he. 

*'  That  is  a  young  friend  of  minej 
who  is  to  be  a  passenger  of  yours," 
Clara  replied.  ''Indeed!"  said  Os- 
borne, '^I  am  glad  of  it;  then  we  shall 
be  brUer  acqi^alntcd  by- and -bye;  and 
I  think  if  we  come  along  side  the  enemy, 
it  will  be  prli^y  in  me  to  sc-.id  you  and 
Miss  Fit/!. Libert  on  board,  to  ransom 
diy  ship;  or  what  say  you? — but  I 
must  know  your  name.''    She  toldjbftn 
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£llen.  ''Would  you  rather  help  us 
to  fight  for  you  ?'"  Ellen  said,  she  did 
not  like  fightings  louku)g  at  Bloomfield. 

"Well  then,  we  will  do  our  best; 
usd  I  think  we  shall  not  easily  give 
either  of  you  up/' 

BJoomfield  could  not  relinquish  the 
pleasure  of  being  with  Clara,  whom  he 
mras  fo  800D  to  be  parted  from;  though 
he  had  paid  a  visit  of  almost  a  morning 
long. 

Osborne^  who  felt  really  concerned 
at  what  had  passed^  and  when  feclirg 
himself  any  way  wrong,  was  never 
ashamed  of  making  proper  concessions ; 
being  also,  much  pleased  with  Btoom* 
field's  appearance^  endeavoured  by  at- 
-  tent ive  civility,  to  apologize  iur  what 
might  have  been  taken  rude — aud  sac- 
ceeded.  For  Bloon:(iekd's  disposition 
naturally  generous  andr.oble,  could  not 
withstand  this,  and  ^  irLap.^  iu  this  in* 
stance^  he  was  sooner  conciliated^  hop- 
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of  M'Loudon^  of  right  noble  blad^ 
with  Its  frequent  attendant  in  that  coun- 
try^ a  purse  but  scantily  furpisbed; 
though  now  the  estates  of  the  nobilitf 
,  are  much  luore  valuable  than  thej  Wjercf 
and  s>f)me  of  them^  \(i<iely  restraining 
their  pride^  introduced  the  youngac- 
branches  of  their  families^  no  longer.  Ot*^ 
clusively,  into  professional'  lines^  blli 
more  lucrative  em  ploy nnents. 

Mr.  M'Loudon's  eldest  daughter,  tte 
lovely  Jessy,  had  just  completed  heC 
nineteenth  year^  when  returning  from^? 
relation  in  the  highlands^  where  she  hiA 
passed  several  years,  and  from  whontl 
she  had  svme  expectations,  though  o4 
nothing  very  great. 

Osborne  saw  her,  loved  her,  wooeC 
her,  and  won  her  consent  to  be  his 
bride.  Both  families  were  pleaied 
with  the  thoughts  of  tbe  match ;  but 
it  was  deemed  advisable  that  before 
they   were  married,    Obborne  .should 
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make  a   few   voyages  to  increase  his 

Moderate  patrimony. 

, . '    He  now  commanded  a  vessel  of  which 

he  was  part  owntr^  which  was  in  go* 

t^ntncnt  .employ      fie  bad  quitted  the 

Dftvy^some   years  previous  to  this  for 

[-  several    powerful    reasons  ;     amongst 

i    others,  the  death  of  hiH  patron^  and  the 

r    Alp,  on  board  of  which  he  was  second* 

;'.    lieutenant,    boin^    laid    up  ;    he    now 

^oped  after  another  voyage  to  lead  the 

.  blooming^  Je^^sy  to  the  altar,  and  meant,  ' 

if  possible,  on  his  return  home,  to  visit 

Scotland,     but    knew  not    whether  it 

»    would  -be  in  his  power  ;  at  all  events 

^  hoped  Clara,  for  wdom  be  was  much 

interested,    would    be   induced    to  go 

'here. 

A  few  days  after  Osborne's  first  meet* 

^i^S   Bloomfield,   he  joined  him  in  the 

•treet,  and  they  proceeded  together  to, 

iMissFitzherfoert's  where  they  found  Miss 

Sommers  and  Ellen.      Osborne    from 
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having  been  so  oftea  in  Halifax^  and  at- 
tending the  assemblies^  &c.  was  ae* 
qusilnted  with  most  of  the  genteel  fa-  ' 
milies^  that  he  wanted  no  introductioi 
to  Miss  9^mroers^  who  told  him  she 
should* never  forgive  him  for  taking 
Clara  away ;  and  she  believed  therft 
w«rc  others  whom  it  would^  at  least, 
equally  disturb,  -though  they  might  not 
declare  themselves  as  freely  as  she  did^ 

Osborne  said  it  was  hard  to  accoift 
bmi,  as  Clara  was  a  volunteelife^  tliA 
occasion,  though  he  Joyfully  accep4eii 
the  charge,  ifnhe  was  determined  to  go. 
I  know  no  <Mie,  not  evenyou,  Kate^  whon 
I  would  fight  more  readily  for,  if  it  so 
happens  ;  andjhat,  yoti  know,  is  saying 
a  great  deal, — is  it  not — confess  ? 

Miss  Sommers  looked  saucily^  but 
said  nothing.  0>bnrne  then  proposed 
to  them  a  sail  up  the  bason,  as  the 
weather  was  mviting,  and  a' ramble 'in 
that  part  of  the  country  near  Sackviile, 
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adding,  ^^  What  say  jou,  shall  we  go 
io-morrow  ?"  Kate  readily  agreed,  and 
Clara  could  not. refuse*;  Ellen  and 
fitoomfield  ^ere  both  invited  guests, 
(hborne  observing,  he  should  then  be* 
^ntObe  acquainted  with  his  new  friend^ 
And  we  shall  become  old  companions  be- 
fbi*Mhe  voyage  is  over,  *' Shall  we  not, 
felett  ?'• 

Sensible   of    this    kind    notice,     she 
bbked  at. Clara,  but  without  saying  any 
tting  fijf  fc^r  conseiit.     Clara  read   her 
WbbeiiBin  her'eycfs  ;  and  as  it  was' to  be 
B  private  party  only,  rriade  ho.objectioni 
Osborne  told  them,  he  should  but  in- 
cite a  few  old  friends  to  join  them,  and 
thus  it  was   settled,  to  meet  on  the  fol- 
lowing  day,    "But I  thought.   Bloom- 
field,    observed  Kate,  ^'  that  j/07i  were 
to  be  one  of  the  general's  grand,  long- 
alked-of  party,    to-morrow,   with  my 
Kd^  and  my  lord,  and  all  the  bonoura-^ 
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bles«  and  fine  folks  that  can  be  musteied' 
far  and  near/' 

■ 

• 

Bloonifieid  replied,  '^  Ti&er^  are  to 
be  no  ladies,  Kate.  ,1  »^hall  make  thai 
my  apology ;  and  Lord  St.  Clair  is  too 
much  devoted  to  the  fair^''  smiliDg, 
**  not  to  allow  it ;  as  I  have  the  happy 
prospect  in  contemplation^  of  being  ad« 
mHted  where  they  will  make  a  part  of 
the  company." 

Ottborne  proposed  to  pnt  off  the  sail 
anothejr  day,,  if  that  would  be  the  saaie 
to  the  guests  then  present ;  but  Bloom*' 
^eld  would  not  here  of  it. 

.  *^  You  see/'  Osborne  remarked^  ai 
they  were  going  out,  laugbiaglj  to 
Kate:— 


'*  When  you. ladies  are  in  the  caM| 
AU  other  matters  must  (We  place*' 
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CHAPTER  V. 


^'  Bat  lay  what  stralnf,  what  language  can  ex- 
'  '  preis. 

The   thoasaod   pangs    which    tore   the   Iotct'i 
hrease." 


At  aa  earlj  hour  Bloomfield  waited  otk 
Clara^  to  couduct  her  and  Eileo  to  join 
Qsborne  and  the  party. 

Clara  wore' a  dark  habit  with  a  black 
beaver  bat^  which  upon  her  light  hair 
increased  the  truly  feminine  softness  of 
ber  .appearance  :  Eiien  too  wore  a  close 
dressj  that  had  beeci  prepared  for  her 
Toya^e^  and  futi  ofjife^nd  spirit  ehjoy*^ 
ed  e\ery  thing  dhe  met  with. 

Happy  period, -^vv hen  the  mind  is  ca* 
.^l^vble  of  receiving  delight^  unclouded 
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by  bne  anxious  thought  for  futuritj^ 
and  forgetting  in  present  pleasure,  the 
sorrow  that  ia  past— 

**  Days  of  our  youlh,    when    erery   thing  ca 
please.*' 

Such  were  not  Clara's  feeliDgSj  or 
Bloomfield's.  With  her  the  past  roM 
in  melancholy  remembrance  ;  whilst  he 
mournfully  anticipated  the  future,  u 
his  eyes  dwelt  on  the  modestly  fascinat- 
ing Clara. 

The  party^  all  assembled,  just  made 
twelve,  ^'  A'  good  round  dozen,"  Oi- 
borne  observed,  '^  I  intended  it  to  be 
more,  but  Marsland  and  his  wife,  and 
one  or  two  others  were  engaged  ;  the 
invitation,''  added  he,  laughing,  ''was 
certiainly  not  according  to  present 
etiquette  in  these  things." 

No  !  Miss  Summers  declared  it  was 
quite  a  bore  for  the  next  day,  such  a 
thing  never  was  heard  of ;  she  wondered 
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bow  he  had  collected  so  inanj^  ^jeclaring 

liad  she  thought  of  it  sooner^  she  should 

-  liave  objected  to  it  in  toto ;.  even  now, 

slie  thought  she  ought  to  insist  on  being 

landed   again  ;  for  it  would  wholly  de- 

4»troy    her  reputation  in  the  fashionable 

iTVorld^  if  it  should  be  noised  abroad  that 

-site  made  one  on  such  an  occasion  ;  she 

should,    however,    since  she  had   been 

drawn    unthinkingly    into   it,    insiht  at 

least/  upon  sweating  them  all  to  secrecy. 

'^  But  what  can  we  sailors  do,   oia- 

dam^"    Osborne  observed,    ''  who  are 

conimaDded   by  so   many  masters^  the 

«     ^;viuds,  the  waves,  the  tides,  which  we 

vnust  obey." 

''  You  are  unfortunate  beings,"  re- 
plied she,  ''  and  yet, — no, — that  sounds 
almost  like  treason,  for  a  British  sailQr> 
the  glory  of  our  nation,  can  never  be 
called  an  unf<;rtunate  being,  unless  it  is 
his  own  fault." 

**  Bravo,  bravissimo,"  cried  Osborne, 
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*'  I  tlia.  k  you  in  ihe  name  of  all  tbe  | 
lailoi**, —  but, —  (and  he  Irukvd  lo-'j 
\varciA  Beiklc}'^  who  %si  near  her),  uhat  j 
I)a\e  }ou  to  say  in  favour  of  she  sol-  1 
dier>  ?"  i 

"  True,"  observed  Berkley,  *'  I  hope-] 
MiK8  Somniers,  you  have  got  aome  j 
prelty  complimeut  io  store  for  tbetn."  ' 

^'  They  think  so  highly  of  .  them- 
selves/' eyeing  him  with  '  go<»d  bu^ 
moured  drollery^  ''  on  timt  siibjectj  I 
beg  leave  to  be  silent  Jast  I  should  dii* 
appoint  expectation." 

''  Which  yoii  do  not  mean  to  do,  I 
hope/'  cried  Bloomfield/looking  at  ber 
V¥i<h  Dfiuch  meaning. 

Half  provoked,  she  put  up  her  pretty 
lip  archly  at  Blooniiield,  and  told  him 
to  say  no  more,  lest  she  should  be 
tempted  to  re(aliaie  ;  observing,  ia 
truth  she  did  not  expect  any  thing  from 
him,  as  he  appeared  lost  in  most  pro-^ 
found  couteniplation.  ' 
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Bloomfield  knowing  this  was  true, 
and  that  Clara  was^  perhaps^  the  too 
evident  subject  of  his  thoughts,  told 
her  he  should  certainly  be  silent  accord' 
ins  to  order. 

*•  Yes,  yes,  I  knew  when  you  consi^- 
dcred  the  matter^  that  you  would  de* 
termine  it  most  prudent  not  to  provoke 
me  too  far.— But  what,'f  .luming 
towards  Osborne,  ^^kept  the  Doctor 
away?" 

Bloomfield  turned  involuntarily  to« 
wards  Clara,  yet  certainly  without  any 
idea  that  she  knew ;  whilst  Clara's 
speaking  eyes  fixed  on  Osborne,  repeated 
Miss  Sooimers's  inquiry,  Osborne  said 
he  really  did  not  exactly  know ;  that 
he  thought  it  but  a  trifling  excuse  Jie 

made ;  but  Mrs.  Marsland  had  caught 

cold,  which  prevented  her  being  there. 
"  I  vow  then,"  said  Katharine,    "  he 

ftaid  at  home,  good  soul,   to  nurse  his 

wife."  ' 

VOL.    II.  £ 
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Again  Bioomfield's  e3'e8  were  directed, 
without  knowing  it,  towards  Clara«. 
who  was  amused  with  the  lively  manner 
pfherfrieudf  as  she  went  on  sajfing; 
'^  Ml  kind  husbands  should  watch 
bj  their  wive$>«— shall  you  not  expect 
it?" 

Clara  called  her  a  rattle  ;  whibt 
Bioonifield's  looks  most  tenderly  ex- 
pressedj  that  would  he  do.  However^ 
Katharine  declared^  she  wished  he  had 
been  with  them^  as  she  had  never  yet 
met  with  a  fair  opportunity  of  raUyiQg 
him  upon  his  sudden  illness  in  the  boatj 
but  I  do  not  intend  him  to  escape ;  for 
it  was  Vastly  odd. 

Who  now  can  condemn  Marsland  ai 
wanting  fortitude^  and  the  practise  of 
self-denial?  for  it\^^%whoUy  to  avoid 
being  with  Clara,  that  he  had  not  joined 
the  part  y^  which  he  knew  would  appear 
singular^  and  what  be  wished  therefore 
to   avoid.     Nor  had   he  seen  her  for 
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many  dajs  ;  though  he  knew  she  was^ 
almost,  on  the  eve  of  departure;  his 
soul  sickened  to  he  with  her*  Alas ! 
who  rather  can  award  him  any  credit  for 
this  forbearance,  which  was  to  spare 
himself  exertion  and  pangs  he  felt  not 
equal  to.  encountering,  aided  by  the 
[j  dread  of  detection/  which  led  him  tcr 
•forbearance.  The  motive  had  not  its 
origin  io  virtue. 

They  were  just  now  passing  through 

^bat  is  called  the  narrows ;  where  the 

Projecting  land  covered  with  trees  ap- 

P^n,  at  a  short  distance  after  you  have 

P^sed  through,  to  close  it  upon  you, 

^  yon  advance  upon  a  large   sheet  of 

^'^ter,  which,   from  its  circular   form, 

• 

^^  denominated  the   basin  ;    one  of  the 
finest  pieces  of  water   and   most  secure 
for  shipping  in  the  known  world,  of  suf- 
ficient   magnitude  for   all  the   British 
™^7>  (  at  that  time  )  with  each  a  French- 
van  at  his  stern,  as  far  as  they  would 
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number^  to  ride  at  anchor^ — would  they 
were  all  there  now  secure^  and  aU  ooc 
own. 

There  it  was  that  the  French  flefet 
in  a  very  sickly  state^  put  in  when  fljf- 
ing  from  ours  ;  and  our  ships  which, 
followed  lay  in  harbour  below  for  tome 
time^  never  suspectingwhere  the  French* 
men  were;  but  leaving  the  bay,  put 
out  to  sea  again^  by  which  meanik  the 
enemy /z/2  escaped^  otherwise  they  amft 
inevitably  have  fallen  into  our  hands.  - 

Here  it  was  the  par.ty  rowed  about 
for  some  tinie^  admiring  the  varioui 
beauties  which  surrounded  them. 

The  little  village  of  Fo^t  Sack?ilk 
seen  at  a  distance^  rising  like  a  fairy  haof 
let  amongst  the  trees .  The  smooth  ez' 
panse  of  water,  on  whose  bosom  fioatec 
their  little  bark.  At  intervals  the  al* 
most  awful  stillness^  disturbed  alow 
by  the  dashing  of  the  oars^  was  smooth 
iug  and  delightful.     It  was  in  trull 
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a  panorama  where  the  scenerj  is  highly 
grand^  and  picturesque  ;  at  length  seek- 
\ng  out  a  convenient  place  for  landings 
they  went  on  shore  ;  and  proceeding  a 
little  way  into  the  wood  discovered  a 
ipot  10  sweetly  pleasant^  Kate  declared 
•he  could  remain  contented  there  for 
ercr. 

I  - 

<<Tiie  World  forgeiiingt  hj  the  World  forgot." 

Bloomfield  asked  if  she  meant  quite 

done.      "At  least/'   she  replied^    "I 

I  ihould  no/  select  you^   friend^  for  my 

:  companion  in  retirement  j    for  you  have 

scarcely  spoken  ten  words  all  the  morn- 

'  iDg^^  and  those  merely  with  a  view  to 

teaze  me. 

He  told  her  what  she  first  said^  he 
lubscribed  to ;  that  he  verily  believed 
lie  should  not  be  the  favoured  mortal^ 
to  whom  she  would  wish  to   whisper^ 


I 


78 


''Solitude  is  sweet/'  but    her    charge 
against  him  he  must  deny. 

She  should  not  quarrel  with  bira  then 
she  told  hinij  iudeed  she  could  not^  the 
felt  she  must  harmonize  with  tbe  scenej 
and  be  good  humoured  ;  but  be  might 
depend  upon  it^  she  should  qot  forget 
what  she  owed  hira^  and  would  some 
day  repay  him  with  interest.  Agreed} 
we  will  then  defer  it  till  you  are  ii)  a 
proper  humour  for  calling  to  an  ac- 
count. 

Having  fixed  upon  dining  where  they  , 
were,  Osbof ne  sent  his  servant  to  order 
the  sailors  to  hasten  thither  with  tbe  ' 
provisions,  camp  stools,  &c.  they  saun- 
tered  about  till  all  was  prepared  ;  then, 
shaded  by  tbe  trees  from  the  sun,  tbej^ 
sat  down  to  a  very  genteel  cold  colla--*^ 
tion,  a]l  in  excellent  spirits  :  Clara 
Bloom  field  excepted. 

After   dinner  several  of  the  part, 
sung  to  the  soft  sound  of  Osborne 
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flu  te,  which  he  had  luckily  thought  of 
taking  with  him. 

Slate,  thiflkiog  she  owed  the  army  a 
c^oipUmeDt,  gave  them   the  '^  Soldier 

Tired^"    with    great  taste  and  execu* 

Uon. 

fillcn,  who  enjoyed  imisic,  and  every 
tiling  she  met  with  on  this'  day,  ali 
wiring  the  highly  attractive  charms  of 
novblty>  sung,  with  great  modesty^  a 
jitde  French  song,  which  exactly  suited 
W  sweet  clear  voice.  Bio.imfield, 
>  though  a  profi^cient,  did  not  now.  excel, 
when  he  attempted  the  *'  Blooming 
bride," 

Clara  would  £::Udl y  have  been  excut^ed 
making  the  attempt,  but  at  last  begun 
with  impressive  melody  and  pathos  :— 
"Since  then  I  am  doomed  this  sad  re- 
verse to  prove."  When  after  concluding 
the  first  verse,  which  she  felt  it  difficult 

f 

to  get  through,  she  was  obh'ged  to  give 
it  up;  had  she  thought  it  possible,  so 
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much  to  have  betrayed  her  feelinga^  ib 
^vould  oot  have  been  preftfiied  upon  t 
sing ;  now>  however,  they  forbore  U 
press  her,  indeed  it  occasioned  for  somi 
time  a  general  depression,  and  Mrs 
Sommers  proposed  leaving  the  gentle 
men  to  finish  their  vrine,  and -take 
short  walk;  which  accordingly  they  Aii 
The  path  they  happened  to  titke^  leadu 
round  to  a  wigwam,  lately  occupied  b 
some  Indians,  as  the  fire  which  tbey  ba 
kindled,  proved,  for  it  was  still  bun 
ing,  led  them  to  mention  the  wid 
spreading  desolution,  this  sometimes  o< 
casioned  in  the  woods,  which  were  i 
consequence  set  on  fire  for  many  mile 
and  continued  burning  for  several  daj 
together ;  indeed,  till  rain  came  and  ei 
tinguished  the  flames.  * 

They  were  still  lamenting  this,  yfhi 
the  gentlemen  who  brought  them  the 
camp  stools,  joined  them  ;  seeing  the^ 
Miss    Sommers    said,      ^^  Men    we 
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oecurionaUy  of  aome  use,  and  that  if 
the  ever  heard  rt  otherwise  asserted^  she 
would  quote  this  a^  an-  example^  for 
tha.t  they  might  venture  to  preceed  fur- 
ther^ without  the  risque  of  being  obliged 
^  be  carried  back.  After  all,  1  vow, 
I  do  believe,''  added  she,  ''  it  was  that 
ll^e  gentlemen  were  afraid  of.  So  at 
i^at  it  turns  out  to  be  that  abomiua- 
^le  principle,  self -love,  at  the  bottom. 

They  thanked  her  for  the  inference 
site  bad  concluded  with ;  indeed  they 
could  not  but  say,  they  thought  the 
whole  tenor  of  her  remaiks  upon  the  oc- 
casion, were  but  too  flatlering;  still, 
however,  if  she  would  consent  to  put 
their  gallantry  to  the  test,  they  should  be 
happy  to  carry  her  in  any  way  she  liked 
best.  She  nodded  her  head,  but  declare 
ed  she  preferred  independence,  and  a 
camp  stood.  Having  fixed  where  to 
meet  to  tea^  which  they  agreed  should 
be  were  they  had  dined  and  appointed 
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ibe  hour^  they  divided  into  small  parties, 
as  chance>or  iDclinfttion  determined ;  and 
pursuing  different  routs,  fancj  taking  the 
reins.  Berkley  observed  when  they  met 
again,  they  should  relate  their  adven- 
tures ;  agreed,  agreed,  on  all  sides  was 
repeated. 
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CHAPTER  VI 


Thus  they  sallied  forth  like  the  knights 
of  oid^  only  with  this  difTerenc e^  thei/ 
took  their  ladies  v^ith  them,  whilst  the 
knights  went  forth  inquest  of  theirs  ;  but 
the  times  are  considerably  changed  since 
the  days  of  chivalry..  Ladies  are^  in 
general^  more  easily  obtained.  Osborne 
at  the  first  setting  out  avowed  himself 
£llen's  champion^  and  drawing  her  arm 
tfirougti  t^is^  they  followed  Cl^ra  and 
Bloomfield  for  sometime^  when  loitering 
to  look  at  one  of  those  beautiful  little 
animals^  the  ground  squirrel^which  Ellen 
longed  to  run  after  and  catchy  as  she  h^d 
often  dotie  when  in  the  woods  near  her 
father's  dwellings  she  were  left  behind  ; 
and  Ploomfield^  unobserved  by  Clara^ 
followed  an  opening  in  in  a  different  di- 
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rectioiij  and  led  her  to  a  considerable  dis- 
tance from  tlieir  party^  who  they  had 
qaito  lost. 

Thcj  were  now  on  a  rising  ground, 
which  commanded  a  Tiew  olF  the  sea, 
tohich  they  stood  to  look  at^  he  observed  ; 
^'  Soon^  very  soon^  we  shall  loose  you  ; 
you  wiii  be  embarked  upon  that  trea-« 
cheroud  elcmeiit^  and  perhaps/'  he  ad- 
ded^  *^  have  forgotten  those  you  leave 
behinrl,  who  feci  most  ardently,  most 
tenderly  interested  in  what  concerna 
you." 

*'  Do  not  suspect  me  of  so  much  in- 
gratitude^/' said  Clara^a  little  indtguant- 
ly  at  b(^ing supposed  capable  of  what  she 
was  far  from  deserving,  *'  Will  you 
then/'  said  he,  dejectedly,  '^  sometimes 
deign  to  think,  to  spare  a  thought  even 
for  uic  ?"  ''  I  owe  Captain  Btoomfield 
too  much  to  make  it  possible  I  can  ever 
forget  what  1  a:n  indebted/'  she  replied  ; 
''but  let  us,   if  you  please^  rejoin  our 
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friends ;  they  will  think  we  are  lost.'* 
"Not  yet,  not  j'et,  talk  not  of  being,  in- 
debted/' detaining  her.  *'  Ah  !  deny 
me  not  one  moment  perhaps  the  last, 
tbat— — ,'*  again  he  paused,  in  great 
emotion.  '^  Dearest  Clara,  forgive  me, 
forg-iye  me,  madam.  Alas  !  you  know 
not  how  miserable  I  am." 

''  Captain  Bloom 6eld,"  said  she,  ear» 
nestly,   ''  /  beg  we  may  return." 

"  Not,"  said  he,  *'  till  you  have  heard 
^  me  declare  that  the  whole  happiness  of 
my  life — that    my  life  itself  is  in  your 
liands,"  he  pursued  in  a  hurried  manner, 
'•  this  may  be  indeed  the  last,  the  very- 
last  opportunity  that  I  may  ever  have  of 
declaring  how  ardently  I  love,  and  long 
liav  e  loved  you  ;"  seeing  her  much  agita- 
ted, "  pardon  me,"  he  cried,  '•  Miss  Fitz-  * 
lierberti  this  abrupt  declaration,   which 
circumsfanceii  make  necessary;!  never 
lia^e  been  fortunate  enough  to  meet  you 
alone,  since  I  knew  of  thi»  hat^d  voyage^ 
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I  dust  not  trust  to  writing  for-^for  feu 
of  a  rePusal ;  assure  me  but  that  /0ti  i 
forgive'  me^  that  you  do  not  absolute!/ 
reject  me^  that  you  will  permit  me  ^ 
shadow  of  hopej  that  at  some  futar^ 
period^  when  I  trust  we  shall  meetii 
England,  you  will  allow  me,  to  sblici^^ 
this  dear  hand,'*  which  he  ventured  t^ 
raise  to  his  lips.  ^'  Ah  !  do  not,  loveliesP^' 
of  women,  doom  me  to  hopeless  wretch-^ 
edness  ?" 

Endeavouring  to  recall  her  eompo-  -^ 
sure,  she  thanked  him  for  his  favourable   • 
opinion,  which   she  added,  it   was  her   ' 
wish  to  deserve,  and  therefore  she  must 
at  once  declare  that  she  could  listen  to 
nothing    beyond    that   friendly    regard 
which  she  should   always   be  happy  to 
possess/' 

BiooniBeld  struggled  in  vain,  to  con- 
troui  the  anguish  he  endured;  it  was- 
impossible.  ''  Clara/'  he  cried,  with  an 
almost  phcensied  countenance,  *'  would 
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youthen  quit  methus^  witliouigivirig  me 

the  smallest  glimtnering  of  hope  ?'' bU 

Voice  bespoke  tbe  strong  emotion  of  his 

ioul ;  had  she  looked  at  him^  she  might 

aIbo  have  read  it^  written  in  legible  cba<> 

iticters  in  ever  J  finelj  expressive  feature; 

but  she  .did  not  look  at  him;  her  ejes 

^ere  cast  on  the  ground  ;  and  after  he 

liftd  ceased  speaking  a  moment^  she^  in 

A    low    but    impressiTe     Toice^     said, 

''Rioom fields  I  never  can  be  yours— ?.*' 

"  JVfwr  can  be  mine  !*'  he  repeated^  ia 

the  accents  of  despair.  ''  Never  !** 

**  Have  I  then,— ^lives  there  the  man 
on  whom  you  have  hestov^ed  your  love  ? 
your  invaluable  affections  ?  Who  has. 
^prior  right  to  this  hand  ?'*  which  he 
then  grasped^  in  breathless  agitation^ 
Waiting  her  reply. 

At  lengthy   thongh  scarcely  audible, 
ihe  said,  '*  Alas  !  no ! " 

''Then/*  with  revived  hope>  kneeling 
before  her,  ''  1  wiU  still  flatter  myself; 


88  i 

it  may  yet  one  day  be  mine.     She  wii 
going  to  speak^  when  be  prevented  hefi 
by  hastily  sayings  ^'Unless  you'wtA\o  , 
doom  me  to  destruction^  forbid  not  thisj 
Clara ;  for  I  solemnly  8wear>  from  thii 
moment^  I  bind  myself  to  you  till  death 
seperates  us  !    From  you  I  ask  no  tow  ; 
no  promise^  but"— for  sbe  would  again 
interrupted  him — ''I  further  solemnly 
swear   that^  should  you  again^  in  an^/ 
way^  repeat  your  refusal^  I  will  in  ever 
fiervice  of  danger,  court  death  till  I 
it  honourably.       We  are/  at  preseo^^i 
daily  expected  to  be  appointed  to  a  d 
perate  expedition— -I  say    not   this  t 
alarm  you,"   smiling  mournfully,  "ba  ^ 
it  has  been  planned  sometime,  and  witF^ 
some  other   reasons,    with   which  yoiM 
shall  be  acquainted,  occasioned  my  for* 
bearing  to  declare  my  sentiments  sooner : 
the  struggle  has  cost  me  much. 

Should  this  affair  take  place,  perhaps, 
Clara,  you  may  soon  be  released  from 
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irtber  importuqity.  Should  it  be 
iherwise,  till  you  declare  to  me  yoa 
*(fer  another^  I  never  will  give  up  the 
iar  hope  that  you  may  be  mine.  And 
CO/',  sighing  deeply,  "  I  might  posti* 
y  li?e  out  a  few  tedious  years  of  misery 
•they  would  not  be  many.  Unless,* 
erefore^  you  would  doom  me  to  deatb^ 
madness"  be  uttered  vehemenently 
|rou  will  revoke,  or  at  least  not  repeat 
ir  cruel  sentence/'  Releasing  her 
w  from  the  hold,  which  clinging 
lad  her  as  he  knelt  he  had  still  kept, 
arose,  looking  at  her  with  respectful, 
;  passionate  tenderness.  Quite  un* 
lal  to  such  a  scene,  she  was  wholly 
Tcome,  she  spoke  not,  she  moved  not ; 
efforts  she  had  made  to  sustain  it 
re  too  powerful ;  and  he  prevented 
falling  by  catching  her  fainting  in 
arms.  As  he  wildly  exclaimed, 
JIara,  my  life  !  my  extravagant  ve- 
nence  has  destroyed  thee  !"  straining 
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her  closer  io  bim.     ^*  Oh  !  horror  it^ 
supportable  V*  as  be  bent  over  herlif^' 
less  form  ;   for  a  moment  believing  b^^ 
gone  for  ever  V*    At  length  he  coul 
just  discover  that  she  breathed—joj— d^  '' 
treme  jojtook  possession  of  his  feeliogi 
and  ip  a  short  time,  returning  life«  dii<-^ 
oiissed  every  distressing  apprehoniioD^ 
the  fresh  breezes  soon  perfectly  irestor-*"^ 
ing  her.     He/jio^wever^  accused  himsell  ^ 
with  deep  «4icern  for  what  had,  hap- 
pened, and  prevailed  upon  Clara  to  rest 
ifor  a  short  tin^e,  till  more  equal  to  pro- 
ceeding ;   but  thi^  she  refused.     "  Will 
you  then  say  you    forgive  me,  Clara  i 
Dearest  Clara  !    let  roe  but  once   hear 
you  pronounce  my  pardon  !  '   When  ob- 
serving ber    colour    change,    *'  Think 
not,''  lie  went  on  with  mildness,  '^  that  l^ 
am  again  going  to  importune  you.     No,^ 
*--you   now  know  all  my  heart,  all  my  v 
resolutions^ which  I  could  not  at  present 
be  selfib  enough  to  repeat,  it  is  sufiicicut 
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that  you  know  them— know  them  iaca* 
pable  of  chaogCj  fixed  unalterable  ; 
dread  not,  therefore^  to  meet  me  again^ 
as  I  promise  by  your  dearself  I  will  not 
jepeat  them  till^ — till  — I  see  you  io 
Eaglaod  ;  1  am  ashamed  of  a  violence 
that  has  cost  you  ^o  much  ;  believe  me, 
Clara^  for  I  am  incapablie  of  deceiving 
you,  it  is  not  my  character,  in  has  not 
hitherto  been  so,  but  I  never  loved  be- 
fore) and  you/'  he  added,  *'  were  just 
OD  the  point  of  bidding  me  adieu  ;'*  re* 
garding  her  anxiously, ''  I  must  surely 
have  been  m'ore  than  man  to  resist  my 
feelings,  and  bear  it  with  composure. 
''  Captain  Bloomfield,"  as  soon  as  in 
her  power,  ''  rise,'"  she  said,  ^'  I  beseech 
you,  rise."  '*  Not  till  you  give  me  your 
hand,  and  say  you  pardon  me/'.''  1  do, 
I  do,"'  she  cried,  holding  out  her  beau- 
tiful hand,  reluctantly,  ^'  as  being 
obliged  'to  comply,  fretly,'*  said  he,  re- 
ceiving  it  with  transport.     [^  Be  satis- 
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fied/'  she  replied^  ''  that  you  h^re 
made  your  ovm  terms^''  somewhat  re^ 
proachfully. 

"  Nay  then,  you  do  riot  reaUtf  forgir^^ 
.roe."  ,    ^ 

''Yesj  yes,  urge  "me  do  further  ;•* 
''  I  do  not^  I  ^ill  not^  lovliest  Clara/* 
drawing  her  arm  through  his^  as  she 
arose  :  Indeed  she  needed  assiataacCj  and 
was  secretly  glad  to  accept  it. 

They  then  returned  to  join  their 
party,  who  were  already  met^  Miss  Som- 
iners  and  Captain  Berkley  excepted  ; 
the  lady's  voice,  was  however,  soon  dis* 
tinguished,  as  approaching,  and'iii  a  few 
niinutes  after  she  mauc  her  appearance, 
scolding  Berkley,  who  she  declared  had 
taken  her  such  a  road  as  no  mortal  ever 
travelled  before."  ''  There,**  he  observ«> 
ed,"  laughing  *'  I  must  beg  pardon  for  • 
contradicting  you,  for  I'll  swear  it  was 
you  tliat  took  me,  as  you  led  the  way. 

He  painted  it  out^  she  said^  and  seut 
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-    ^  int,  she  supposed,  by  way  of  a 

poioeer,   to   know  if  it .  was  passable. 

^tr  father  declared,   he  believed  they 

Aadboth  forgot  themselves  ;  for  that  he 

«^afi  seen  them  several  times,  in  passing 

^e  different    openings  in  the    wood, 

^^kingsideby  side,  so  he  fancied  they 

^'^re  equal  to  blame. 

Berkley    thanked-  him   for  bringing 

'^^n  off  so  well  ;  and  Miss  Sommers  told 

•r  father  she  was  much  too  dutiful  to 

^^  ink  of  disputing  what  he  said. .    "  And 

^Ow/'  cried   Osborne,  for  our   advcn* 

*-<ires ;    who  begins  first  ?     You,  Ellen,' 

^  think,  as  the   youngest,    must  relate 

^oujrs];  we  have  a  president  for  this,  in 

our  august  assembly   in   the   house  of 

peers^  and  remember  all  ye  concerned, 

that  like  them,  we  are  upon  houour>— • 

now,  Ellen,  begin.'' 

"  Adoenture^,*'  repeated  Ellen,  look* 
ing  at  Clara,   ''  what  is  that  ?" 

Miss  Fitzherbert  declined  giving  any 
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definition ;    when    Osborne^    delighted 
"With  her  siniplicitj^  said^  '' Youkaov 
vfe  bad  not  travelled  far^  Ellen,  viIm 
we  saw  a  beautiful  little  squirrel,  which 
you  wished  to  run  after  and  catcb,  and 
that,  had  I  not  prevented  you,  you  would 
certainly  have  got  away  from  mCj  and 
been  lost  in  the  wood,  and^  perhapij  de- 
voured by  the  bears,  or  the  hideous  wild 
cats." 

^'  Oh,  yes  !"  she  exclaimed,  laugh* 
ing,  "  I  know  all  that ;  is  that  advea* 
turcs?" 

"  Then  you  know  also,  as  we  retuni* 
ed,  you  saw  some  Indians  in  a  canoe, 
rowing  very  swiftly  away  ;  and  you 
almost  wanted  to  jump  into  the  water, 
or  make  me,  as  one  of  the  women,  you 
was  sure  wore  a  bag  of  yours' upon  her 
neck,  by  way  of  ornament,  and  you 
wanted  to  take  it  from  her,  was  it  not 
80  !" 

*^Yes/*  she  said,  turning  to  Clara, 
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'*  it  was  the  bag,  I  am  certain^  that  I 
left  at  the  cottage."  Clara  lamented  as 
much  as  Ellen  the  loss  of  the  bag^  and 
told  Osborne,  she  would  have  given  al* 
i&ost  any  thing  for  it.  He  said  it  was 
impossible  in  any  way  to  have  recovered 
it,  even  had  the  sailors  been  there  with 
the  boat>  the  Indians  went  so  swiftly; 
tbit  had  they  been  lucky  enough  to  have 
'  met  with  them  on  shore  the  lady  might 
probably,  have  been  prevailed  upon  to 
mH  it  for  a  g1a«  of  brandy. 

Captain  Osborne  then  observed^  Miss 
Oobois  had  concluded^  who  speaks 
oext?     .Miss    Sommers    your    advea- 

tores. 

> 

'^  I   have  nothing  to  add   to   mine^ 

Captain  Osburne,   you  heard  all  upon 

my  return  except^  in  a  wisper  to  Clara, 

tfaat  Berkley  made  love  to  me  all  the 

way- 

Her  father,    however,  sitting  very 
near,  over-heard  her ;  and  told  her  he 
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'  hoped  then  she  behaved  properlj  u 
the  occasion.  *'  Oh  !  yeij'^  speakiD 
his  ear«  ''  I  told  him  he  must  appi 
jou,  for  it  was  not  right  or  decor 
for  Misses  to  dispose  of  themselves  is 
out  papa's  leave,  so  I  suppose  he 
call  soon." 

''  Unless,  Kate,  he  wiselt/  thinks  In 
of  it.''  She  looked  a  sauc^f  replj.  i 
tain  Osborne  observed  to  her,  that 
had  left  off  at  except.  ''  Well,  ex 
then,"  said  she,  *^  that  I  was  almost  1 
to  death,  all  owing  to  Berkley's 
pidity."  ^'  Who  ?— Stop,  lovely  K 
proceed  no  further,"  interrupted  Bi 
ley ;  "  I  find  you  will  not  do  me  jus< 
and  must  therefore  now  tell  my  part, 
"  The  man's  a  savage,  absolutely,  to 
me  out/'  interrupted  Miss  Sommi 
he,  however,  went  on— '^  ri^Jiich' 
to  bear  with  meek  patience,  bi 
scolded  all  the  way,  and  obligee 
carry     Miss    Sommers    over    all 
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ruin,  stonei^,  broken  bridges^  rivers, 
streams,  and  streamlets,  that  we  found 
on  the  road." 

They  all  condoled  with  the  dolorous 
Knight  on  his  hard  fate ;  which  Ka- 
tharine declared  was  wholly  his  own 
seeking*  But  t/ou,  Clara,  look  sadly 
fatigued  too ;  and  }'our  hair  is  ail  tuo^ 
bled— ^why,  possitively,  child^  I  do  be- 
tieve  your  hat  must  have  been.caiight 
off  by  the  bushes,''  half  smiling  at  Clara-« 
bliifhing  cheek,  who  felt  too  much  con- 
fused to  reply,  or  even  utter  one  word, 
foe  she  had  seen  Bloomfield's  looks  di- 
rected towards  her,  and  j  ust  recollected 
that  her  hat  had  fallen  off  when  sbe 
fainted* 

.  Out  of  humour  with  Miss  Sommers, 
in  seeing  Clara  disturbed,  Bloomfield 
observed  that  they  bad  c limed  some  very 
high  ground*  where  he  supposed  the 
wind  had  been  troublesome  to  sisM 
Fitzhexbert ;  though  luckily  for  him  she 
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knight-errantry  ;  he  >/vas  a  good  soldier 
and  a  man  much  esteeinedj  but  bad  n 
marked  trait  in  his  character  ^whatever 

Osborne  had  long  known  him,  h 
was  now  a  stranger  in  town,  waiting  t 
sail  and  join  his  regiment  in  the  W^a 
Indies^  and  having  met  him  by  accidea 

the  day   he  had* proposed   the  plant o 

Glara^   he  invited  ihe  Major    to    joE.  n 
them. 

A  younger  sister  of  Miss  Lovel'Sj     a 
pretty   girl  about   eighteen^  and  a  liea^- 
tenant  in  the  navy^  ^vith  whom  OsborKse 
had   formerly   served  ;   a  worthy  brave 
tar^  had  also  wandered  in  vain  in  search 
of  adventures^   not  having  even    met  & 
partridge  on  the   way    to  talk   about 
Osborne,  however,  shaking  him.  heartilj^     I 
by  the  hand,   told   him,  he  would  have 
more  luck  when  he  went  out  to  meet  the 
French,  to  which   replying  with  gl^i 
"  The  sooner  the  better,"  concluded  tb^ 
story  of  their  ramble. 
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As  Bloomfield  and  Clara  M'ere  not 
further  applied  to— but  Kate  ^rhis- 
peringly  humoied  to  Bloomfield,  as  srhe 
passed  to  her  place  at  the  tea  table, 
"  Dear  Clara  waa  lovely,  Bloomfield.'* ' 
No  one  heard  her  but  bioiself ;  and  she 
added,  ^' you  know  I  owe  you  I7u«  at 
tew*/" 

/Fbe  sailors,  -  always  prepared  with 
flintiaod  steel,  having  robbed  the  trees 
of  sbmis.pf  their  branches,  made  an  ex- 
cellent, fire,  round  which  they  se«M 
themselves.  Osborne^s  servant,  who 
they  swore  at  for  a  fresh  watci  fish,  was 
preparing  coffee,  tea,  &c.  As  8non  as  it 
appeared.  Kale  recollected  this  was 
usually  esteemed  the,  hour  for  scandal, 
but  she  -was  to  lazy  to  begin. 

Her  father  fe^ired  it  was  not  now  con- 
fiqcd  to  the  hour  of  tea,  whatever  it 
might  have  been  in  days  of  yore,  but 
tl^at  any  time- in  the  day,  or  all  day  long 
was    privileged, — however,  as  it.  could 


therefore  be  done  at  anjf  tijmej  it  wai 
agreed  to  defer  it  to  some  future  op- 
portunity. 

Mffs.  Sommers  than  amilied  them  bj 
relating  a  little  anecdote. 

'  She  bad  ft  friend  on  a  ymig  a  ahofC 
time  since>  she  Baid^.^hom  they  mada  a 
party  to  entertain  upon  one  ^  of  the  i^ 
lands ;  that  they  took  refreshnaentf  with 
theni^  and  went  to  the  bouse  of  a  Den** 
tral  French  family,  wfferetbey  left  their 
provisions  desiring  to  have  tea^  wheo 
they  returned  from  a  ramble  in  the 
woods  to  gather  strawherries^  which 
grows  there  in  profusion  ;  that  after'a 
delightful  stroll^  they  went  back  and  or- 
dered lea  to  be  brought  in^which  was  im* 
mediately  done^  though  not  in  a  common 
style.  The  poor  woman,  during  their 
absence^  had  stewed  the  whole  paper  of 
tea  in  an  iron  pot,  and  wllen  she  thought 
it  enough  done  threw  away  the  liquor, 
aiiid  brought  them   in  the  leaves,  piled 
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up  upon  a  disb^  garnished  with  bam, 
fried  crisp;  and  a  quantity  of  melted 
butter.  It  was  a  general  disappoint- 
ment, and  t.  general  laugh:  however^ 
there  was  no  remedy,  and  they  wero 
obliged  to  submit.  Happy  would  it 
have 'been,  vf^  this  pernicious  plant,  was 
M  little  known  in  Botain  !" 
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CHAPTER  VII. 
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Deakh,  only  death  can  break  the  laitmf  chain, 
JInd  here  eteo  then  §ba!S  mj  cold  duii  remuBt        -^ 
Here  all  its  frailties  all  rts  flamei  resiga^ 
And  wait  tiU  'tis  au  tin  tc  mix  with  thioa* 

-  Pora 


In  a  few  days  Captain  Osborne  call 
to  acquaint   Miss  Fitzherbert  that 
the  following  Thursday  he  meant  to  sar/r 
this  yf2L%  Tuesday ;  the  carpenter's^  W\(t 
/who  had   been  engaged  to  attend  her, 
was  already  on  board. 

Jane  had  made  niain  sad  work  when 
she  left  her  friends^    her  husband  io*- 


formed  tne  Captain  ;  but  be  boped  sfae 
^^ould  buckle  too  now,  or  it  ^aa  hard^ 
for  be  had  been  courting  ber^  and  en- 
gaged to  ber^  as  be  sailed  in  and  out 
of  Halifax  for  three  or  four  years;  so 
tliej  knew  one  anotber  pretty  well ;  and 
though  she  bad  been  a  servant  all  that 
*'me  in  an  officer's  family  in  the  gar* 
''son,  she  was  as  modest  a  la«»  as  one 
sbould    meet  witb^  and  had  as  good  a 

-A.nd  this   Osborne  believed  and    re* 

^^^ed  in  it,  as  he  boped  she  would  prove 

^^sirable  attendant.     Captain  Osborne 

^^^n  observed  be  must  go  on  board,  but 

^^li  Clara  be  would  send  for  their  trunks, 

^^-  in  time.     Ellen  was  "delighted  with 

^^^  novelty  of  the  voyage.     Clara  pen- 

^Uely  dwelt  on  the  idea  ;  '*  In  two  days 

then,    I  leave  Halifax /or  ever  I"   she 

paused  in  thought,  and  a  tear  fell  as  she 

resumed^  '^  io  enter  \i\yon   an  unknowa 

world,  which  is  all  before  me  where  J^  . 
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ch  use  my  place  of  rest;   I  trust  provi- 
dence tof//  be  my  guide/* 

This  day  she  determined  to  devote  .to 
farewel  calls^  and  to  set  out  before  het 
constant  attendant,  Bloomfield,  arrivedj 
that  she  might  not  be   prevented;  aft 
every  moment  that  he  could  spend  willi 
her  he  did  ;  often  apologizing  for  clain* 
ing  so  many.  But  he  was  grown^be  told 
her,  the  most  selfish   of  mortals.     SEx:^ 
would  have  prevented  this  but  it  was  iira- 
possible;    he  watched  her  every  move** 
ment^  were  it  but  to  see   her  pass  at  0 
distance  ;   took   every  road   that    gav^^ 
him   but  a  sight  of  her  dwelling  ;   after 
taking  leave  in  an  evening — patroled  the 
neighbourhood,   the   street    where   her 
house  stood,  till  fearful  of  observation, 
he  \v(»uld,  like  an  unquiet  spirit,  wander 
away.     Once  or  twice  he  had  observed 
a  light  in  the  room,  which  he  believed 
to  be   hers  ;   he   thought  he^would,  ia 
another  voice,  sing  under  her  window— 
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Grenades  hot  being  unfreqaeDt,'->butj 

I 

Oo, — if  he  should  even  chance  to  see 
ber  IS  a  reward^  it  would  draw  attention, 
&oni  others :  thus  was  be  lost  in  the 
yild  delirinm  ofhjve;  whose  agony,  for 
while,  'delights;  but  he  was  ypung, 
rdeni,  and  sincere,  and'  never,  never, 
►ved  before. 

IVhen  Clara  returned  ftom  her  visits, 
tie  found  him  waiting  for  her.  And 
lie  next  day  as  Clara  wa»^oing  out,  a 
nocking  at  the  door  prevented  her  pro- 
ecding,  and  Ellen  observed,  "I  dare 
^y  it  is  Captain  Bloomfield;"  Clara 
''Ought  it  probable  a^  it  was  the  hour 
^  Usually  called  ;  the  door  was  sudden- 
'^pcnedj  and  Mr.  Marslaiid,  prepared 
f  u.  journey^  the  very  imag^ of  despair 
'^^wretchedness,  rushed  in;  he  stag- 
*^^d  to  a  chair,  into  which,  aJmost 
deathless,  he  threw  himself.  Clara  had 
Wen,  involuntary,  in  greaf  alarm  ;  re^ 
Dvering  herself,  she  exclaimi^d,  '^For 
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Heaven's  sake  ivliat  it  the  matter  ? 
ha8-**MrB.  Marslajod — your  cbitdten — 
are  they  well  ?  has  any  thing— -speal 
Mr.  Marsland^  I  conjure  you^— has  any 
thing  dreadful  happened  ?  You  alarm—- 
you  terrify  me  !"        . 

For  sometime  he  answered  her  nofi 
&7if  with  a  smile  expressive  ofanguithi 
to  which  language  could  not  do  justice, 
at*length  he  faintly  replied-— "  Not  ycSt 
— no,  not  yet— -not  ffit — oh  !  for  pitj'» 
hake—" 

''What  is  it  then  that  you  dread  ? 
what  do  you  expect  to  happen  ?'' 

He  was  silent^  his  eyes  mournful^! 
bent  upon  her,  when  suddenly  recollect 
ing  hiuvscif,  he  exclaimed,  ''What  a^ 
I  doing  ?"^  and  starting  up  seized  h^ 
hand,  saying  in  a  hurried  manner,  "  Mi^ 
Fitzhcrbert,  tomorrDW  we  lose  you — ' 
you,  go  I  find,"  he  paused,  ^'forgtve^  r^ 
member^  and  pity  me]"  said  he  with  iai- 
pressive  solemnity, ''  for  I  am  very,  ver^ 
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;hed/'  sighing.^  deeply,  he  beiit  on 
and  he  held,  aod  sinking  on  his 
»  ventured  to  raise  it  to  his  trenv- 
.lips^ ''  May  all  good  angels  guard 
dearest,  loveliest,,  best  of  women — " 
when  lie  would  have  pronounced 
I  for  ever  !  his  voice,  failed  him, 
vith  a  loolc  of  wild  despair  he  in- 
y  quit(<^d  the  hoiise^ 
ai'a  was  shocked  beyond  measure; 
9uld  not  account  for  bis  behaviour^ 
magined  cilher  some  heavy  misfoc- 
had  befallen  him  ;  or  that  he  waa 
L'niy  deranged  ;.  and  having  once  be- 
noticed  what  she  thought  unconi- 
in  hi.^  conduct,  inclined  to  the  latter 

Slie  was  disappointed  and  dis^ 
*d ;  she  wished  indeed  to  have  said 
'  things  respecting  the  concerns  of 
1,  as  well   as  her  own,  but  this  had 

rendered  impossible  as  she  had 
m  seen  hiui  lately,  and  now  should 
im  no  more. 
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EWen  \i^lio  was  present^  looked  pile 
with  alarm  :  lie  bad  taken  no  notice  even 
that  she  was  in  the  room. 

Clara  sat  musing  on  this  strangely  iffl- 
pressive  dcene,  wholly   fofgetting  eter/ 
thing*  else,  when  the  idea  of  the  slate  of 
Marslatid's  affections  once>  for  a  moment; 
flashed  across  her  imagination,  buiwii- 
as  in^tantlJ  dismissed  with  horror,;  and 
before  shl^  felt  hers^// again,  Bloomfield 
was  announced.     She  irUdy  howeveti  to 
recover  her   cornposrtre,  but  the  effort 
wastoo  mn<h  for  her  spirits  ;  and  when    •' 
be  related  having  just  seen   Marslahii 
who  had  galloped  futiouslj  p'ast'witboaf 
noticing    him^     she    buist    into    tea^* 
Ellen  withdrew  \ipon    Blroni field's  e^ 
trance.  He  bad  imincdiaicly  Hr)trced  wit  "> 
silent  concern,  that  somt^thlng    unpic?  ^* 
sant  had  occurred.     A:id  noi*  aro'^e,  a<    . 
drawing  his    chair  nrrarer    Clara's,  ^ri*^* 
increased  alarm,  in  which  love  arid  ji,a^  ^* 
ousy  vvcre  strongly  mingled/ ga^^ing  (^  ^ 
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BFj  With  a  look  the  most  penetrating; 
If  yon  have'flwj/  regard  for  my  peace 
-nay,  if  you  even  wish  to  prevent,  per- 
itps^  unpleasant  consequences,'^  he  said 
for  I  feet  in  a  state  fit  for  deeds  most 
Mp^rate.  Oh  !  Clara/'  throwing  his 
in  round  her  "inform  me,  I  beseech 
»u^  the  cause  of  those  tears?"  She  re- 
ained  silent  and  absent.  "  Tell  rae^  ' 
entreat  you/'  he  repeated,  with  ^ner- 
^  ^'speak^  Miss  Fitzherbert,  I  coh-  ' 
re  you,  speak  !"  recalled  to  recollcc- 
ui  by  the  warmth  with  which  he  ad- 
essed  her  ;  aflLer  endeavouring  to  get 
^e,  she  told  hfm  that  her  spirita  were 
r«cted  by  a  circumstance  which  had 
^t  taken  place. 

"  I  thought  so,*'  he  cried,  "  but, 
••  my  life,  he  shall  ansVver  for  it." 
Who,  what  !■  *  she  asked,  with  terror, 
vho  shall  answer  ?'  and  for^what  h" 
eknew  notexact,ly  what  he  had  said, 
1  ftb^  made  this  inquiry ;  and  with  as- 
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sumed    indifference,  replied,    ''  Oh !  I    i 
know  not.     Nothing  ;  you  know  I  fold    '. 
you  I  was  almost  mad^  distracted  willi 
tbe  idea  of  losing  you.     Dreading;  how* 
cver^  from  what  had  escaped  him^  jhv^ 
some    unpleasant    consequences  might 
ensue,  she  yet   knew   not   bow  to  actj 
she  could  not,   consistent  with  delicacji 
let  him  know   that   she    supposed  be 
really   meant  to  threaten  any  one  on  ber 
account   but  she  ^aw   that   from  ber 
tears,  when  he  mentioned  Marsland,  be 
had,  at  the  moment,  attached  some  uor 
pleasant,  idea  to  the  circumstance,    to 
be  made  the  subject  of  a  quarrel  "Srould 
be  sbockiDg  ;  dreadful  to  her  feelingi  i, 
with  Marsland  too,  whom  she  regarded 
as  a  brother.     It   was  true,  Bloorofielf 
had  no  right  to  interfere,  but  be  claimed 
one,   \dn<:h,  though  she  did  not  allow> 
she  knew,  nothow  to  prevent. 

He   again   entreated    her  to    speak. 
''  Captam   Bioomfield,"    she    replied. 
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with  dignity^  'V you  claim  more  fVom 
m  tbaa  I  can  ftllQvr ;  I  wili^  however^ 
iolbe  pre9eiit- .instance  wave  this  idea/' 
WdJookiDgat  faim  with  the  clear  sun* 
Aine  of.  inQOceoce^  beaming  on  her  fine 
aijiiltenaiice^.sh^  inform: him  how  mucb 
ItMd  been  .wr priced  by  Mr.  Mars- 
lod's  stfange  and  unusual  appearance  | 

0  unlike  himself;  his  abrupt  depar- 
lifiij  and  hier  consequent  disappoint- 
tent^  as  preventing  her  informing  him 
hi^t  her  wishes  .were  respecting  some 
fairs  of  Ellen's^  and  also  some  concern^ 

1  her  own, 

Bloomfield^  delighted  with  her  in* 
;eDious  and  the  fair  innocence  that 
^lijed  about  her,  when  she  ceased 
peaking  thanked  her  for  her  conde- 
^ding  goodness ;  he  suddenly  eac* 
aitned,  "  Ob  !  Clara,  remember  to- 
o«tow/'  when  he  repeated,  "it  will 
5  wo  cheat,"  Evidently  engrossed  by 
lis  idea  :  ''  Would  to  Heaven  it  might. 
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or  that  I  could  blot  it  fif om  tihae^f  cilMP^ 
daf^  and  keep  you  \fisfef&re*er,*'  dra;#* 
ing  her  towards  him/ ^hen  bearing  tmM 
one  approach^  and'^^ishtng  then  to  meet 
BO  eye^  to  hear  no  Voice  but  Clara'Sj  bo 
hastily  released^  and  most  reluctantly 
left  her/ scarcely  able  to  tear  faimself 
away. 

He  then  mused  od  the  account  he 
had  drawn;  he  could  not  hide  it  from 
himself,  almost  forced  from  her.  Uo 
saw  she  did  not  even  suspect  Marslandli 
attachment.  He  had  then  m^de  no  im* 
proper  declaration ;  by  what  right  could 
he  call  Ms^r^Iand  to  any  account^  and 
for  what^  No^  he  certainly  could  not; 
there  was  not  any  pretence  for  it ;  he 
might  condemn  hini ;  he  did  ;  his  no- 
tions of  honour,  independent  of  every 
other  consideration,  were  too  strict  to 
allow  him  to  justify  the  conduct  he  had 
witnessed ;    however^  he  rejoiced^    on 
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^Clara's  account,  that  it  was  in  his  power 
sfo  avoid  a  quarrel,  without  outraging 
ilia  feelings,  either  ^s  a  lover^  or  a  sol- 


lier. 


\ 
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CHAPTER   VII.. 


t, 


if 


"  Inspire  me  HeaYcm  aniit  me  grace  diTiaet  ■  ., 
Aid  roe  ye  Saints,  nnknown  to  pains  like  miiei 
On  black  despair,  my  forced  devotion  bnilti 
Absence  fur  mci  as  sbarper  paop  thao'gbill"    ' 


Clara  soon  after  Bloomfield  left  bef 
M'ent    to  take  leave  of  Miss  SomiDCrt 
and  faniil}',  and  took   Ellen    with  he*' 
She  had  now  nearly  called  on  all  vrbo^ 
she  thought  it  necessary  to  pay  thecof^ 
pliment  to  ;  biitthis>  inlruth^  wasiuu^ 
more  than  a  viisit  of  mere  cerenionyi 
for  some  time  slic  had  begun   to  feek 
great  degree  of  regard  steal  upon  b^ 
for  Kate^  owing  to  her  good  humoufi^ 
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n  attacliinent  which  she  had  discdve'red 
if  latey  for  Clara^  of  which  she  had  not 
thought  her  capable;  it  had  indeed^ 
becodae  a  painful  idea  to  both  to  partj 
aod  poor  Miss  Sotnmers  though  sitting 
with  Berkley^  looked  most  sorrowfully^ 
when  Clara  announced  her.eirand  :  the 
teirs  jrushing  intp  her  good  tempered* 
lively  eyea^  which  made  their  full  im- 
pression  on  Clari^'s  susceptible  heart. 
Berkley^  supposing  they  would  wish 
tp  be  alone,  arose  to  depart^  but  before 
be  went^  approaching  Clara^  respect- 
fulljr  hoped  they  should  all  some  time 
meet  again^  as  it  was  impossible  to  have 
bad  the  honour  of  being  acquainted 
^ith  Miss  Fitzherbert^  without  feeling 
^  interest  in  her  happiness^  then 
^'shing  all  happiness  might  attend  her^ 
'^ot  without  emotion  )he  left  the  room. 
Afiss  Sommers  now 'shed  tears  with- 
^t:  restraint^  as  she  strainet  Clara  to 
^r  bosom. 
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BOthing  worth  being  married  for.-r 
''  Apropos,  you  have  not  favaured  me 
with  your  opinion,  of  Berkley." 

^'  You  never  asked  me  before^  though- 
had  I  not  thought  well  of  him^  I  believe 
I  sliould  have  given  you  a  bint^  to  pat 
you  on  your  guard." 

*'  Then  you  have  suspected  ? 

*'  Certainly,*'  replied,  Clara,  laugh- 
ing, "  for  a  long  time  I  have  thought, 
that  would  not  admit  of  a  doubt.  I 
verily  believe  that  he  is  the  man  calcu- 
lafed  io  make  you  happy.'* 

'*  Why  to  be  sure  the  fellow  is  «U 
enough  ;  he  is  not,  I  acknowledge,  > 
Bloomfield^  neither  am  I  a  Clara/'      < 

''  I  give  you  all  dxi,e  credit  for  your 
modesty,  sweet  Kate." 

'*  Dearest  Clara^  though  I  cannot  equali 
I  know  how  to  appreciate  your  excel- 
lence, and  Bloonifield's  superiority." 

^'Dear  girl,"  cried  Clara/  rising 
to  go,  ''no  more  of  this  ;    I  must  noWi 
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land^  where  thej  met  (he  Mm  Ml 
ger*8  and  Mrs.  Bustle ;  these  Iculies  looked 
\ery  prim,  and  coldly  returned  the  eurC- 
sey  of  ceremony.  Mrs.  Marslandsaftfslie 
ivas  afraid  it  was  a  visit  to  take  leave. 

Clara  replied,  "  Yes,   that  wa9  the 
intention.''    ''  You  saw  my  liusband;  'I 
suppose,  Miss  Fitzherbert  ?** 
"  Yes,  he  called  this  morning/' 
''  Did   you  not  think  he  looked  very 
ill  ?  I  am  sure  his  setting  out   upon   ^ 
journey  when    so    very     uiUrt    fdr   i*^ 
has  made  mc   vfery^  unhappy  ;  he'h^-B 
scarcely  closed  his  eyes  any  night  thi^ 
week,  but  risen  and  passed  the  hours  i^ 
his  dressing  room^not  to  disturb  m^  ' 
do  you  not  think  it  was  very  wrong  i^ 
him  to  go  ?  I  tried  all  I  could  to  pe^' 
suade  him  from  it;  but  he    wasobsf^' 
nately    bent  upon   gofng.     He  said     ^^ 
Ma*  iudispensible  business,  which  I  ar'^ 
sure  it  must  have  been,  or    he  woul  ^ 
lujver  ha\e  left  Henry,  just  at  the  raoi 
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gerpuft  time  in  the  measles^  when  be 
wt  bow  anxious  I  am. 
31ara  was^   indeedj   surprised   that 
ribund  should  behave  so  strangely. 
'  When  do  you  expect  him  back?'' 
s.  Bustle  asked. 

This  Mrs.  Marsland  did  not  fenow  ; 
ras  uncertain. 

'  Do  you  know  where  to  write  to 
1  ?•»  inquired  Miss  M'Fadger. 
'Ves^  he  had  told  her  a  letter  ad- 
iised  to  him  at  Mill-Farm^  would  find 
a/' 

'  Would  ^«d[  him/'  repeated  Miss 
Uy ;  '*  well  that  seems  odd/'  trying 
look  wise,  '^  then  he  is  not  thiere/' 
^rs.  Bustle,  and  Miss  M'Fadger 
)med  to  the  mystery,  once  or  twice, 
did  not  chuse  to  say  much^  for  fear 
y  should  be  wrong  jn  their  good- 
ured  conjectures.  Clara  and  Ellen^ 
:bey  were  going  out,  bade  them  fare- 
I 
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'^Then  we  were  not,  I  luppoie, 
have  seen  you^  Miss  Clara^  if  we 
not  met  by  accident/' said  Miss  M'PacS- 
ger,  and  without  allowing  Clara  time'feo 
reply^  Miss  Gatty  remarked^  sneeringl^^ 
''  she  supposed  Miss  Clara  was  betb 
engage  J/' 

Clara^  without  noticing  this,  io!\< 
Miss  M*Fadger«  that  really  they  ha 
met  so  seldom  of  late^  she  had  iM^^ 
thought  of  callings  but  added^  with  b^^  ^ 
usual  softness  of  manner,  that'  if  »1^^ 
could  render  either  them^  or  Mrs.  Bil^^ 
tie  any  service  in  England,  she  ^ouV*^ 
with  pleasure. 

They  all  drew  up,  and  bowed  fo^' 
nially — No,  they  could  not  think  ^^* 
troubling  hfer. 

Miss  Fitzherbert  then  followed  Mr^* 
Marsland,    to   see  the    children^   wit-^ 
whom  she    left  little  rememberance^  ' 
Ellen  also^  made  each  a  present  she  h^^ 
bought  for  the  purpose.     They,  after    • 
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kind  firewel  with  Mrs.  Marsland,  pro- 
ceeded' home.  Clara  wondering  what 
Qould  have  occasioned  Marsland's  act- 
ing  .so  strangely. 

..  Marslandj  fearing  that  some  word  or 
action  might  betray  him^  determined  to 
remain' fjom  ho.me  till  he  found  himself 
siifficiently  equal  to  meet  his  family  and 
friendsj.with  some.degree  of  composure  ; 
al  present  he  was  a  .wanderer^  almost  as 
miserable  as.  the  Jirst  wanderer,  when 
driven  from  the  paternal  roof. 

'  Early  the  following  morning  Captain 
Osborne  arrived,  calling  out  '^  A  re- 
prieve I  a  reprieve'  !"  Hastening  down 
to  inquire  what  he  meant,  ho  informed 
Clara  the  wind  was  ritrht  a  head,  and 
unless  it  changed,  which  he  thought  it 
would  not  that  day,  they  could  not  clear 
the  harbour.  ^' So  now  you  shall  give 
nie  some  breakfast  on  shore,  my  dear 
cousin,  V.  hich  I  know  you  prefer,  to 
going  on  board  sooner  than  is  necessary 
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— but  vhere  is  that  sly  rogue  Ellea  i 
She  made  her  appearance^  and  aftei 
shaking  her  heartily  by  the  hand,  he 
told  her  she  must  make  a  stout  sailor,  oi 
he  should  be  tempted  to  quarrel  with 
her,  as  he  besp^^ke  her  for  his  companion 
during:  the  voyage.  "You  shall  faavi 
timely  notice.,  we  will  not  sail  ifithoul 
von.*'  said  this  rough,  but  worthy  sol 
of  (he  ocean,  and  making  what  he  calleti 
oi.e  of  his  best  dancing  bows,  bid  them 
good  morning. 

Clara  recollecting  some  little  pur- 
cha>es  she  had  forgotten  to  make  before 
N^cnt  out  with  Ellen  to  complete  them. 

Afcer  being  absent  more  than  an  hour, 
they  ictuined,  attended  by  Bloomfieldx 
\^hom  they  had  met. 

Hannah  informed  Miss  Fitzherbert 
that  a  man  had  called^  dressed  like  a 
sailor;  he  inquired  for  Miss  Ellen,  and 

her ,and  said  he  fNt/5f  see  ; hem  di- 

rictly ;  that  bhe  told  him  her  Mistress 
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and  Miss  Ellen  were  both  out ;  lie  (hen 
asked  were  they  not  going  to  England 
with  Captain  Osborne?  that  he  had 
been  told  so  at  a  house  near^  where  he' 
had  called  to  inquire  for  Miss  Fitzher* 
bert  ;  and^that  they  were  to  sail  that 
day  ;  and  then  after  leaving  word  that 
he  woqld  call  again^  and  that  his  name^ 
Hannah  said>  was  Jack  Dubus^  he 
went  away  as  fast  as  he  could. 

Clara  was  for  an  instant  struck  with 
the  account^  and  wondered  who  it  couid 
be  ;  but  having  no  time  for  conjecture, 
a^  the  wind  had  shifted  in  favour  of 
their  sailings  and  Ihcy^  were  to  embark 
almost  immediately  ;  she  quickly  de- 
termined it  was  a  sailor  Oisborne  had 
sent  to  see  for  any  thing  that  was  to  be 
sent  on  board. 

She  theR  followed  Hannah,  and  told 
her  they  were  just  going,  which  though 
she  prefaced  it  in  the  kindest  manner, 
was  so  unexpected,  as  the  poor  girl  made 
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dure  of  another  day^  that  it  atmost over- 
came her  ;  till  Richard  declared  he  was 
almost  as  sorry  as  she  was,  being  as  ho\r 
he  had  known  her    good    mistress  so 
1oi)<^ — ''  But,  indeed,  Hannah^  you  hsTe. 
almost  hroken  my  heart,  that  you  have; 
and  (bat.  is  hard   too,   considering  bo^i^ 
I.)n^-  [  have   kept  your   company  ;  bi>t 
Jse  be  forced  to  lea?e  you  at  last  I  te^s 
for    I   cannot  bear   this ;    and    if  yo-u 
would  but  (ry  to  forget  mistress  a  bi 'fc 
for  my  sake  like,  not  that  I. wants  yo  ^ 
to  forget  her   either,  but  pnly  dot  t  ^ 
take  on   so  ;  then    after  a  while,  yo  ^ 
might  grow  happy   again'*   "  No,    R^ 
chard,  1  shall   never    be——.'*     Mi^ 
Fitzhcrbert  looking  at  her  watch,  foun^ 
it  was  very  nearly  time  to  go,  and  wil 
ling  also  to  put  an  end  to  a  scene^   sh^ 
felt  painful,  held  out  her  hand,  saying 
iarewcl,  my  good  Hannah,  you  may  de- 
pend upon  hearing  of  me. 

Hannah  dropped  on   her  knees  and. 
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;raspin^  Clara's  hand^  in  both  ben, 
(Obbed  out^  "  Heaven  bless  you^  dearest ! 
ieArest  !  Miss  Fitzherbert/'  think  of 
poor  Hannah  sometimes,  who  will  never 
forget  to  pray  for  you. 

Clara  wiped  off  a  tear,  and  bidding 
jRicbard  farewel,  turned  away,  to  send 
Ellen;,  '  <•  take  leave  of  Hannah  and 
Ricfaatd.  Ellen  soon  returned,  and 
told  Clara,  Hannah  would  not  stay  in 
the  house  a  minute  after  they  were 
gone,  only  to  put  the  fires  out,  she  said, 
for  fear  of  her  mistresses  furniture  being 
burnt,  and  then  she  should  leave  the 
key  at  Mr.  Sauritz's,  and  set  off  directly, 
for  she  could  not  bear  Halifax  now,  and 
diehard  was  very  good  to  her,  and  pro* 
mised  she  should  do  so.  Bloomfield 
eind  Clara  smiled  at  Ellen's  account, 
ielivered  with  so  much  simplicity  by 
the  artless  narrator. 

A  very  few  minutes  now  remained, 
lud  those  Clara  wished  to  have  p^ss^d. 
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witnessed  by  heaven  alone.    Sh«  longed 
for    Bloomfield^si  absence^   and    would 
have  proposed  bis  leaving  her,  and  j^'' 
ing  on  first  with  Ellen,  but  she  doubted 
prevailing,  and  could  dot  give  the  M- 
son.      She  left  them^   however;   for  lu 
short  time,  which  she  devoted  to  <akifli|s 
one  last  look  at  her  own  apartnttent ;  then 
proceeding  to  that  which  had  once  hti^ 
her  father'^,    which  since  his  death  slK 
had  with  love  and  filial  piety  daily  viiit^* 
ftd  ;  there  throwing  herself  on  her  kne^ 
she   wept  audibly^  and  raising  her  ey^ 
:uid  clapped  hands  to  Heaven,  "  Fathered 
the    fatherless/'    she   mentally   prayed 
'^  be  thou  the  orphan's  protector  :    ol^ 
proportion  my   strflngth    to   my   triaf  - 
and   thou    blest  spirit-—**    but   the  ri^ 
collection  of  her  father  was  too    paiafc^ 
to  be  pursued,  and    after  indulging    fc^ 
a  few  minutes,  in  that   luxury   of  gri 
which  virtuous  minds  alone  can  know 
she  arose,  and  wiping  aw^y  th6  teari 
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•which  ID  spite  of  every  effort  would 
.f^Dtinue  to  flow^  threw  on  her  veii^  and 
hafitity  rejoiped  her  compianioDs. , 

As  Bioomfield  condacted  them  to  the 
hmtj  tie  .asked  her  if  she  could  not  in- 
trust him  with  what  she  had  intended 
leaving  in^ charge  with  Mr.  Maryland. 
You  could  not  employ  any  one  who 
would  feel  an  equal  interest  in  any  com- 
ipission  with  which  yoii  might  honour 
tbem«  and  if  it  does  not  require  imme- 
diate dispatch^  perhaps" — Interrupting^ 
she  thanked  him^  but  daid  that  would 
jDot  do.  '^  I  should  have  proposed  it/' 
he  pursued,  ''yesterdav,  but  my  ideas 
have  of  late  been  in  suc^h  a  state  of  con* 
fusion,"  raising  his  hand  to  his  fore* 
head,  ''  that  till  after  I  left  you  it  did 
not  occur." 

"Then  you  will  not  honour  me,  by 
employing  me  in  any  thing  ?  will  intrust 
nothing  with  me  ?" 

Clara's  mind  absorbed   by  othcu:  re* 


138 

flcctibns,  which  she  felt  half  vexed  i 
have  interrupted^  she  coolly  replied 
repeating  her  thanks^  ''That  there  w« 
nut  any  thing  she  eould  trouble  boa 
with."  Deeply  wounded  by  her  iIn 
atrncted  cold  manner,  he  murm^iHsi, 
( scarcely  audible )  "  Cruel  Clara  S** 
The  exclamation,  however  met  her  tBm 
in  a  tone  likely  to  impress;  when^  iih 
voluntarily,  looking  at  him>  she  ^ia 
really  shocked  by  the  deep  dejection  lo 
strongly  depicted  on  his  pale  connte* 
nance;  his  hair  undressed^  hanginf 
loosely,  and  without  powder  ;  a  larg 
coat  wrapped  round  him;  his  b^ 
drawn  almost  over  his  eye8 ;  his  who 
fijj^nrc  bespeaking  general  neglect^  ar^ 
indifference^  so  unlike  what  he  w^ 
when  she  fkst  knew  him  ;  far  from  b^ 
h)g  flattered  with  the  power  she  posscrse 
over  his  feelings,  Clara  was  deeply  con 
cerned  in  contemplating  the  change. 
perhups  he  never  looked  more  interest 


\ngly  handsome^  and  had  she  had  a 
kcart  to  bestow^  this  would  probably^ 
'fc»?e  been  a  decisive  rooment^  bereft 
^d  forlorn  as  she  felt  herself^  almost 
tlode  in  an  unfeeling  world.  But  Miss 
'itzherbcrt's  affections  had  been  sacri- 
^<^eclto  a  firsts  a  still  recent  passion; 
^  "«tl  been  unreservedly  bestowed.  She 
^  did  not  love,  yet  she  certainly  gave 
1  Blo^nifield  that  preference  which  taste 
I  *flcl  judgment  mi4st  have  accorded  him, 
'■  wUicb  he  so  well  deserved  ;  and  repen- 
I  tar^^  f^j.  jjaving  spoken  ungraciously  to 
*'**^,  she  was  solicitous  to  wipe  off"  the 
**^<  n  of  ingratitude. 

-A  silence  of  some  minutes  passed  ; 
'°'  ^3oni(ield  then  asked  Clara  to  take 
"^  ^  arm ;  she  thanked  him  with  pecu- 
'^^  m*  gentleness  and  sweetness;  ,  They 
*^^  ^  now  reached   the  boat, .  and    were 


*^  <)n  rowed  to   the   vessel,   where   Os- 
'^^rne  waiting  on  deck,  welcomed  tbem 
ost  cordially  on  board,  taking  a  band 


of  cacbj  with  the  hearty  honest   wishes 
of  a  sailor^  he  had  nearly  joined :   s0 
prompt  are  the  sons  of  the  oceao,  to 
thinh,   and   act   at  the  same    moment* 
He  hxiwever  recollected  himself  in  tiaWi 
and  truly  concerned  to  see    Bloomfidtf 
so  changed^  he  told  them  he  meant  (a 
have   fetched   them   himself,    but    hii 
been  prevented  ;  and  he  believed  it  Wi& 
more  in  style  to  receive  theni  on  boards 
he  wished  he  was  to   lose   none  ol  th^ 
party,  shaking  Bioomfield's  hand  wit^ 
friendly  warmth. 

They    found'  some  refreshment 
pared  ;  ship's  fare^  Osborne  told 
after  the  repast   was  ended.     Osbor 
whispered  to  Ellen,  he  had   somethir^ 
to  shew  her  on  deck.     Clara  also  r 
to  go,  but  he  cried  :  "  No,,  no,  you  baW^ 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  stay  where  yo 
are,  we  shall  be  back  again   immediate^ 
ly ;  it  IS  to  be  a  secret  bet<lixt  Miss  Du 
bois  and  me/'    Thus  saying  they  in*^ 
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^ahtly    disappeared^    and    BloomSeld 
^lutilj  rising,  exiclaimed : 

''Oh  !  moment  o£  unutterable  aur 
fpiu\k !  nothing  b^t  the  voice  of  im*- 
perious  honour  should  tear  me  from  you> 
^i^a  ;  but  the  regimbnt  is  now  under 
''ciers^  to  embark  on  a  service  pf  danger^ 
^t^ire  I  m.ust  not  say-— >^  we  bave  long 
^piebted  this,  otherwise  I  would  have 
^companied,  and  watched  over  jou  at 
^^t,  sweetest  Clara,  on  the  voyage. 
^^^kat  JOU  could  not,  cruel  as  you  are, 
51VC  prevented, — nay,  even  now,  if  I  re- 
::3ain  much  longer,  1  feel  I  shall  go,  I 
lare  not  trust  myself  ;  yet  to  part  with 
70U  thus,  is  indeed  almost  beyond  in- 
lurai^ce. — Oh  !  Clara,  could  1  but  hear 
fou  say,  Bloomfield,  if  you  survive ^the 
day  of  battle,  I  will  nbt,  ti}!  w,e  meet 
Igaio,  promise,  myself  tb  another ; 
could  I  but  even  be  assured  of  this,  it 
would  be  comparative  happineid....'' 
be  paused^  then  added^     'Vaud    were 
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worlds  this  moment  at  my  command,  f 
would  freely  give  them^  to  hear  yoQ  say^ 
Bloom  fields   this  hand  shall  be  your% 
(most   persuasively,)  but  thus — tbus-to 
part   with  you    without    one  cbeeripl 
thought,  one  bright  ray,  m  the  Unpeni^ 
trable  gloom ;  a  life  without  enjoyment; 
destitute  of  hope — distraction  !**  violeat* 
ly    striking  his  forehead,  with  looks  of 
wildest  liorror. 

Clara,  quite   subdued,  faintly    saidi 
'*  Bloomfield,  I  do,  I  will  freely,  readilj 
promise  what  you  wish,  but  remember^ 
said  she  in  an   impressive   tone,    "tb^* 
is — "    Bloomfield    prevented    more,    3^ 
suddenly   folding   her   in    his  arnas,  t^^ 
pressed  her  to* his  throbbing  heart ;  sl-^' 
vainly  struggled  to  get  free.     *'  Not  o 
word  more,  Clata,"  he  cried,  **  it  sba 
not  escape  from  those  beautiful  lips, 
which   he  ventured  to  kiss,  but   scein 
Clara's   fair  cheek  changed  to  a  dee^ 
crimson,    alarmed,    tbaugh  he    coul 


t  balf  repent^  he  feared  he  had  hy 
warmth^  offended  her  delicacy. 
"Oh!  pardon  mfe/' he  cried,  ''yoir 
ve  restored  me  to  life;  I  promised  I 
»uld  not  importune  you  again,  till  \i'e 
ictin  EngTand."  He  sighed  ? — **Hive 
lot  kept  my  word  ?  oh  !  yes,  generous, 
ely  Clara,  what  gratitude  do  I  not 
eyou  ;  it  was  my  misery  you  could 
;  resist ;  alas  !  you  know  not  the  ex- 
s  of  my  passion  ;  think  not  I  presujne 
on  your  goodness ;  believe  me,  the 
^n  to  whom   you  have  extended   it, 

m 

0V8  how  to  appreciate  it  as  he  ought ; 
then  your  delicacy  rest  satisfied,  I 
erpret  your  condescention  as  you  wish 
but  I  must — yes,"  he  cried,  in  a  voice 
t  seemed  to  come  from  his  inmost 
I,  ''I  must  fly,  whilst  I  have  yet 
^er  to  go ;  Heaven  bless  and  protect 
I,  most  lovely,  most  beloved  of  wo- 
Q  !"  He  paused  an  instant,  gazing 
;ritly  on  her  "  Clara  !  one  farewel  em- 
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herself,  she  coloured  and  rising,  a| 
proached  the  caBin  window,  sat  doM 
by  it,  and  contemplated  the  spot  sbe.wi 

■      ■  » 

quitting  for  ever.  "  Dear  scene  c 
happiest  hours,  of  keenest  anguish." 

The  town  rising  on  .the  side  of  a  \dl\ 
with  its  gailj  painted  bouses  of  varioui 
colours,  intermixed  with  trees  and  gif: 
dens,  the  sun  now  shining  brightlj  .01 
them,  formed  a  striking  picture,  ai  tk 
vessel  glided  sraoothlj  along.  Then 
gradually  disappeafe"d,  but  her  cjcilil 
distinguished  some  of  the  public  build 
ings,  which  standing  alone,  was  moin 
conspicious  and  longer  discernable;  s 
length  these  also  one  after  the  othe 
faded  away,  the  barracks,  as  being  npoi 
higlier  ground,  the  last ;  Clara  sighe< 
and  wiped  away  a  tear.  The  citadel  noi 
alone  remained,  when  Osborne  entering 
told  her  he  had  just  discovered  an  ob 
ject  worthy  her  observation,  and  placinj 
the  glass  fur   her,   she  beheld  the  fio 
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form  of 'Bloomfield  on  horseback,  -bend*- 
ingover  the  waves,  intently  watching 
the  progress  of  the  vessel.  It  was  evi- 
4tot  he  discovered  Clara,  as  he  im- 
mediately took  off  his  hat^  and^  bowing, 
Md,  it  as  he  sat.  She  waved  her  hand. 
Osborne  was  ;attentively  observing  his 
friead,  whose  figure  soon  begun  to  wear 
ft  shadowy  appearance,  then  the  outline 
^looe  was  visible,  which  at  last  also 
Vanished  in  the  grey  midst  of  dis- 
tance. 

Ellen  fixing  her  eyes  earnestly  on  Os- 
borne, «aid,  ''  I  wonder  if  he  looked  as 
be  did  when  he  came  on  deck,  I  am  sure 
I  was  frightedj  when  he  took  hold  of 
my  hand, — were  not  you  ?"  Osborne  only 
imiled,  and  she  went  on,  ''  He  v^as  very 
ill,  I  am  siire;  don't  you  think  so,  ma- 
lam,  turning  to  Clara,  who  fielt  greatly 
confused. 

Ellen  thought  of  nothiug.,but  Bit>om- 
ield  and  still  continued,  as  if  determined 
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to  increase  Clara's  perplexity^  be  fliidk 
me  think  of  Mr.  Marsland^  ^hen  ht 
came  to  take  leave*  ,     '  : 

Osborne,  ^bo  had  again  fixed  tfie* 
glass^  and  \vere  looking  through  itj  iSt 
not  observe  Clara's  pale  cheek  at' ihH' 
simple  remark  of  Ellen's;  a  dted  weij|;ll 
seemed  to  press  upon  her  hearty  andile 

felt  for  a  moment  unable  to  brtilbej  . 

• 

conviction  at  that  instant  flashing  (i|Mi 
her^  though  but  from  the  very  sink 
circumstances  to  which  she  had  befort 
refused  to  yield  ber  assent :  so  stranj^ly 
does  the  mind  sometimes  resist  the  evi)- 
dence  of  truth.  Shaking  off^  as  well  si 
she  could,  the  secret  horror  that  had 
been  awakened. 

Osborne's  attention^  had  been  rivetted, 
to  a  figure  he  remarked  on  shore,  who 
with  frantic  gestures,  on  the  sharp  point 
of  a  rocky  promonotry,  seemed  to'  be 
waffihingthe  ship,  when  suddenly  spring- 
ing off,  he  disappeared.  It  was  a. strange 
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wild  «pot,  only  observable  on  the  water, 
being  sliaded  on  the  side  next  the  town, 
by  a  group  of  tall  trees.  Osborne  had 
baitily  called  to  Ellen  to  come  directly, 
and  he  would  show  her  a  man  going, 
be  believed,  to  take  the  lover's  leap,  but 
ihe  was  too  late,  the  figure  was  gone. 

He  then  mentioned  the  circumstance 
toAliss  Fitzherbert^  and  that  he  looked 
h'ke  a  sailor  that  had  called  when  she 
vasout ;  ffod  some  undefined  idea  cross* 
ing  her  thoughts,  she  inquired  whether 
^  Imd  sent  any  one  from  Ihe  ship 
'hat  morning  with  a  message  to  her. 
^aburne  bad  scarcely  replied  in  the  af- 
frrnative,  when  he  was  called  away, 
deceived  by  the  rocky  uneven  coast, 
'lara  imagined  they  were  much  further 
r  otn  Halifax  than  they  really  were.  She 
«^atched  till  even  the  citadel  was  no 
^^ger  to  be  i8iscovered,  and  ihe  vast 
^  ^'antic  alone  now  met  her  view  ;  when 
'er  eyes,  weary  with  straining  on  vacan- 
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cy^  she  retired  from  the  window^  to  in- 
dulge in  those  sadlj  pleasing  remeB»- 
brances  M^hich  occupied  her  mind.  Hip^ 
pily  she   was   not  long  permitted  (liii 
dangerous  gratification^  as   Osborne 
quested  leavu  to   introduce"  his  fri 
Major    Pertb^    an    old    acquaint 
whom   he  had    complimented  with 
passage  home. 

The  Major^  now   an  invalidj  wishe^ 
to  retire  from  the  service ;  he  had  bee- 

■ 

busily  engaged    in  seeing  his  luggig^^ 
&c.  placed  as  he  wished.     Osborne« 
had  given  up  the  state  room  to  Clara 
Ellen^  occupying  a  small  apartment! 
the  passage  leading  to  the  cabin^  to  kee 
watch^  he   said   had  allotted  to  Perth'i 
use ;  and  since,  Osborne,  kindly  attentive 
to  his   lovely  charge,   had  walked  wr 
his  friend  on  deck,  to  give  Clara  tim 
to    recover    the    perturbation    of  be 
spirits,  before   he  introduced  the  Ma 
jor.     The  same  kindness  now  led  bi 


145 

^  think  it  better  that  she  sliould  not  lit: 
^ftlong  to  her  own  thoughts ;  of  course 
^heoflfered  no  objection,  and  Osborne 
$oda  returned,  bringing  the  Major  ^vilb 
bim. 

The  introductory  compliments  over, 
ind  the  gentlemen  conversing,  Clara 
lad  an  opportunity  of  observing,  that 
he  Major's  countenance,  though  at  first 
'iew  sterri,  when  talking  with  Osbonie, 
elaxed  into  a  pleasing  benevolence.  It 
¥as  in  fact  owing  rather  to  the  hard  ser- 
ice  he  had  seen,  during  fifty  years  cam- 
)aigning,  than  to  any  feature  charac- 
eristic  of  his  mind.  He  had  known 
Osborne  when  a  boy,  in  Scotland,  and 
wrhenever  opportunity  had 'served,  was 
considered  in  the  light  of  intimacy  by 
;he  family.  Ellen  rather  shrunk  from 
:his  hardy  son  of  Mars,  contrasting  him 
nvoluntarily  with  Bloomfield,  a  compa- 
rison that  few  would  bear. 

In  consequence  of  Miss  Fitzherberl's 
mcouraging  kindness,  who  had  taught 

TOL  II.  n 


146 

her  young  charge  to  consider  her  in  the 
light  of  an  indulgent  8ister»  whom  she  at 
once  both  revered  and  loved,  Ellen  had 
for  Home  time,  felt  quite  at  ease  id  ber 
new  mode  of  tife.     She  had,  however, 
lost  none  of    that    beautiful  modestf 
Avhich  seemed  a  part  of  her  being,  and 
iippearod  in  all  she  said  or  did.    Os- 
borne, the  grnerous  Osborne,  had  beea- 
ac(]uainted  by  Clara  with  the  particular!, 
Avliirh  had  come  to  her  knowledge,  re- 
specting Ellen,  and  declared,  whilst  he 
lived,  she  should  never  want  a  protector; 
"  a  brother — father;— or  whatever  you 
please  to  denominate  me,  that  will  I  be, 
to  bot/i   my   lovely  wards: — any  thing 
but  a  husband,''  added   he,  Jaughing; 
^'  there  J  you  must  excuse  me,  and  guard 
your  heart,  Clara;  and  instruct  Ellen, 
>vhen  you  think  it  becomes  necessary,  to 
guard  her's :— but  for  some   years  to 
come,  I  think  she  is  safe.-^-She  is,  what 
every  girl  ought  to.  be-,  the  child  of  urn- 
plicity  and  real  modesty." 
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Miss  Fitzherbert  smiled,  and  told  liim 
le  need  make  no  apology  for  the  re- 
straining clause;  promising,  at  the  hsliih- 
itaef  Nhe  would  do  all  she  could  for  the 
ecurity  of  both. 

Osborne  danced,  sung,  and  played, 
ith  the  beautiful  girl  during  the  voyage, 
3  he  would  with  a  sister,  and  man\ 
tnes  declared  he  was  never  so  happy 
i  his  life. 

••  Hush  r  cried  Miss  Fitzherbert,  "  re- 
lember  the  lass  of  Rosedale." 

**  At  sea,  I  mean !"  cried  he ;  "  Yes, 
es;  I  don't  forget  uiy  fetters,  though 
hey  are  rosy  ones,  I'll  allow. — But  you 
^iiow  1  am  a  tme  bltie ;  and  also  recol- 
ect,  (laughing),  that  as  such,  I  am  en- 
tled  to  a  mistress  in  every  port." 

It  was  with  difficulty  Clara  remained 
,  table  the  first  day  till  the  servants 
id  removed  dinner;  she  then  arose, 
rclaring  the  extreme  giddiness  in  hdr 
!ad  made  it  imposi^ible  for  her  to  stay. 
The  gentlemen  said,  they  should  en«* 

h2 
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joy  the  wine  better  on  deck,  as  the  day 
>vas  fine ;  and  Osborne  telling  her  she  vii 
a  niisersable  fresh-water  sailor,  fortbef 
had  not  even  yet  had  a  proper  Atlantic 
toss,  bowed,  and  followed  the.  Major  on 
deck. 

Miss  Fitzherbert  did  not  rejoin  tlic 
party  till  they  had -ran  before  theiriod,' 
at  the  brisk  rate  of  ten  knots  an  hoor, 
one  third  of  their  di  -tance. 

This*  was  not  the  season  for  lying  to 
to  fish  upon  the  banks  of  Newfound* 
land;  otherwise,  the  Captain  informed 
Ellen,  she  should  have  helped  himtv 
draw  the  fish  on  hoard.     She  was  ^ery 
glad,  she  said,  that  he  could  not  catch  > 
them ;  for  she  thought  it  was  very  crud, 
and  never  liked  to  see  the  poor  tfaings, 
they  looked  so  pitifully  at  one,  for  drag- 
ging them  from  their  relatives.  • 

Diverted  at  her  dismal  face,  tapping 
her  cheek,  he  told  her,  she  was  a  good 
girl ;  and  he  supposed  (if  such  were  her 
sentiments)  he  should  never  see  crimped 
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cod,  or  eels  that  had  jbeen  flayed  alive, 
to  heighten  their  flavour,  served  at  her 
table; 
The  wind  now  began  to  shift  about;. 
^    the  ship  rolled  and  pitched  alanningly» 
f    to  those  who  were  not  accustomed  to 
any  but  the  steady  footing  of  terra  Jirma. 
It  was  now  about  the  middle  of  the  dark 
month  of  December,  (for  Osborne  had 
'  been  detained  loiiger  than  lie  expected 
io  Halifax),  and  the  loud  roaring  and 
dashing  of  the  waves  might   have  dis- 
tarbed  a  stouter  heart  than  Miss  Fitz- 
ierbert's.     The  evening  came  gloomily 
oi>»  and  Osborne  (who  foresaw  an  ap- 
proaching storm,  ordered  the  dead  ligiits 
out.     He  looked  thoughtful ;  but  smiled 
to  see  Ellen  getting  closer  to  Clara,  and 
told  them, , there  was  nothing  to  fear; 
even,  if  the  weather  should   be   much 
"worse.—-"  We  have  sea-room  enough,'' 
he  observed ;  "  you  must  not  mind  being 
shook  a  little:  however,  I  would  advise 
you  and  Miss,  Fitzherbert  to  retire  early. 
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.  i  perhaps  yon  may  find  it  difficult  t 
reach  your  apartment,  though  not  ver 
distant;  for  my  part,  I  shall  keep  th 
tirst  watch,  as  I  have  you  all  to  taL 

care  of." Miss  Fitzherbert  expresses 

her  sense  of  his  kindness,  and  said  sb 
would  follow  his  advice,  and  shakin 
hands  with  him,  was  leaving  the  cabi 
with  Ellen,  Osborne  saying  he  shoal 
join  the  Major  on  deck,  when  a  tremen 
dous  wave  sent  them  both  from  one  en* 
of  it  to  the  other,  with  such  force 
against  the  window  of  Osborne's  apar 
mcnt,  that  the  glass  was  shivered  info 
thousand  pieces.  As  soon  as  Osbom 
found  they  were  neither  of  them  mate 
riully  hurt,  by  the  roll,  he  was  much  d 
verted  by  the  accident,  and  begged  thi 
JBilon  would  not  niakc  his  snug  birl 
so  airy  again ;  "  but  you  find,  £lleo 
continued  he,  "  we  are  better  off  tha 
the  folks  on  shore,  as  the  waves  aftbr 
lis  surticiout  exercise,  without  any  exe 
tion  of  our  own:  and  yet,'  I  dare  sa 
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yoQ  would  rather  be  dancing,  even  alone, 
'    00  the  green  8ward,  than  on  the  green 
vave,  if  you  had  your  choice?" 

She  hesitated  a  moment  ;^  uhen  look- 

>V  affectionately  at  Clara; ''  Not  to  leave 

Miss  Fitzherbert  here^"  she  cried,  "  I 

^ould  not." 

**  Then  you  don't  care  for  me  ?" 

*•  Oh  1  you  are  used  to  it,  and  don't 

mind/* 

Af  im  Fitzherbert  now  rung  her  bell  for 

^^cy,  who  was  very  glad  to  obey  the 

SQiitimODfl;  and  entreated  that  she  might 

^  allowed  to  remain  with  them  all  night ; 

for  she  was  frighted  out  of  her  wits  to 

"^  alone.     She  never  knew  any  thing 

**^lf  80  dreadful,  in  all  her  born  days ; 

^i^fl  to  mend  the  matter,  her  husband 

^as  on  deck. — Oh !  if  she  was  but  once 

*^fe  on  shore  again — if  any  body  ever 

ca.nght  her  at  sea  any  more! — It  was 

ttiuch  mpre  fitter  for  men  than  for  wo- 

'^^^n ;  for  if  they  were  washed  overboard, 

^^  the  ship  went  down,  or  any  thing,  why. 
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ihejf  could  swim  for  their  lives ;  but  wo- 
men  could  do  nothing,  but  sink  rigk' 
down  directly.  She  wished  from  ha^ 
heart  she  had  never  corned;  for  sh^ 
would  much  rather  never  have  been  majr 
ried ;  though  site  had  thought  of  it  loii£ 
enough  before  they  went  to  the  parson 
but  for  to  go  to  be  drowned  after  all 
was  such  a  sad  kick  up  at  last. 

Miss  Fitzherbert's  fears  increasing witE 
the  increasing  storm,  she  scarcely  lis- 
tened to  Lucy's  long  harangue :  howevei 
she  desired  her  to  lie  down  on  Gllen*i 
bed,  and  endeavour  to  keep  her  steady 
This  was  no  easy  matter;  but  the  wavei 
soon  proved  sweet  £IIen's  lullaby,  anc 
rocked  her  into  a  profound  slumber 
Not  so  Clara.  The  w  ar  of  the  elements 
the  repeated  tacking  of  the  ship,  witl 
the  continual  alarming  bustle  she  bearc 
on  deck,  eflectually  prevented  her  sleep 
ing;  but  Lucy  she  found,  notwithstand 
iug  her  terror,  had  forgotten  all,  and  wai 
fast  asleep.     At  the  dead  hour  of  nighl 
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''  are  we  drowned  then,  Madam  ?  where 
sire  we  now;  for  I'm  sure  I  don't  know, 
nor  my  poor  husband,"  rubbing  her  eyes* 
'*  Nor  where  I  have  been  for  this  long 
time.'' 

^'  1  believe  not,  indeed,"  replied  Clara, 

Averted,  as  Lucy,  coming  to  herself^ 

^>vas  vexed  to  have  it  supposed  she  had 

Wn  asleep,  being  persuaded  that  it  was 

<^iug  to  terror  that  she  had  forgottea 

®^ery  thing;  for  th6  last  thought  she 

^d  was,,  that  they,  were  to  go  to  the 

i^ttom ;  and  from  what  Clara  had  said» 

^Ucy  thought  Itey  had  got  there :  but 

Efladly  found  herself  mils  taken ;  and  once 

'^re  rejoined  her  husbimd,  whom  she 

^ugfat  she  had  lost. . 

^ext  moxning,  when  tbey  met  at 
I'^ftkfast,  with  thankful  beiprts  and; 
billing  countenances,  in  recapitulating 
"^A  terrors  of  the  night,  Clara  mentioned 
^c  cry  she  had .  heard  on  deck,  which 
i^ul  so  much  alarmed  her ;  whea  Os- 
(lorneinibniied  her  that  one  of  the  sailors 
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was  at  that  moment  supposed  to  have 
been  washed  overboard,  by  the  breaking; 
of  a  large  wave  upon  deck  ;  but  that  he 
was  only  thrown  down,  and  was  saved' 
by  clinging  to  a  chest.  I 

^'  The  wind  is  quite  set  against  ns, 
now,"  cried  Osbonie;  "and  what  we 
are  to  do,  I  know  not  If  it  continues, 
wc  must  be  put  on  short  allowance^ 
Ellen — what  say  you  to -that? — We  do- 
not  now  make  above  a  knot  an  hour,  and* 
I  am  apprehensive  shall  soon.be  drives- 
back." 

"  Whatr  to  Halifax  again?"  asked* 
Ellen.  ' 

"  No,  not  quite  there ;  but  a  part  of  ^ 
the  way  perhaps;"   and  so  it  proved, 
that  they  were  beat  about,  tossed  to 
and  fro,  and  so  sadly  driven  out  of  their 
course,  that  it  was  thought  necessary  t€> 
shorten  the  allowance  of  water,.    Os-^ 
borne  would  not  have  had  it  take  plac^ 
with  his  guests,  but  Miss  Fitzherbert  inu-^ 
sisted  upon  observing  the  general  rule. 
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Captain  Osborne  determined  (as  their 
tock  of  provisions  was  too  much  ex- 
iiatisted  to  run  any  risk  of  being  kept  at 
sea  longer  than  could  be  avoided)  to 
Dake  for  Ireland,  which  he  still  could 
do.  He  then  informed  them,  a  vessel 
}ad  hove  in  sights  the  first  they  had  seen 
luriiig  their  voyage.  All  hands  were  on  > 
Iteck  ta  look  at  the  stranger,  which* 
proved  to  be  the  packet  from  Halifax, 
riie  Major,  knowing  the  Captain  of  her,, 
^pressed  a  wish  to  go  on  board,  and 
Oiibome  directly  ordered  out  the  boat, 
and  the  Major  got  in.  Ellen  longed  to 
have  gone  too^  she  was  so  much  delight- 
^  with  the  uovely  of  visiting  at  sea. 

Just' as  dinner  wras  served,  the  Major ^ 
turned. — "Well,  what  news?"  asked- 
^sliome,  as  they  were  sitting  down  to- 
tl^le. — *^  Nothing  par<  icular,  that  I  coulds 
-sum,''  he  -epiied;  "^only,  indeed,  that, 
^c regiment  had*  left  Hal  fax  a  few  days- 
f%er  us;  and  a  detachment  of  it,  oii> 
c^rd  the  Defiaace,  had  been  met  by 
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the  enemy,  and  had  a  smart  engagement 
in  wliich  they  had  come  off  victorioii%M 
but  with  considerable  loss,  particuhudfT 
of  the  military,  who  had  acted  as  ma> 
rincs  on   board,    under  the  commaiNl 

of I  foi^get  his  name,  for  1  know 

none  of  the  regiment;,  but  I  have  » 
ceived  a  letter,  which  was  given  t9  the 
Captain  just  as  he  eame  away,  that  I 
dare  say  will  inform  us  more  aboatiL. 
After  dinner,  I'ii  read  it  to  you. 

Clara  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  iSih 
turbance  this  account  gave  her;  ani 
Osborne,  almost  as  anxious,,  knew  loi 
whether  to  prevent  the  Msyor  going  oa,. 
or  suffer  him  to  proceed :.  he  endeavour- 
ed, however,  during  dinner,  to  divert  the 
conversation  into  a  different  channel;: 
and,  as  soon  as  he  could  after,  propopel. 
a  turn  on  deck ;  but  the  Major  declared^ 
he  milst  first,  with  their  leave,  read  thett 
the  promised  account;  and,  in  the  meaa 
time,  would  request  Miss  Fitzherbert  to 
be  so  good,  as  to  divide  an  onuige  tan* 
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im.     Clara  thus  felt  obliged  to  stay^ 
lid  the  Captain  read  as  follows  : 

*•  It  was  a  victory  dearly  won,  by  a 
considerable  loss  on  our  part;  and  we 
have  particularli/  to  lament  the  fate  of 
the  gallant  commander  of  the  military, 
"mho  appeared  almost  to  court  death  ia 
the  path  of  glory.  A  rifleman,  from  the 
fihronds,.  distinguished  him,  and  took. 
<oo  sore  an  aim : — ^thus  fell,, covered  witb 
iroands,  the  gallant  Bloomfield."^ 

The  plate,^  which  Clara  had  nncon- 
idoasly  held  to  the;  Ma^or,,  dropped, 
from  her  trembling  hand^  He  paused — 
^altered — hesitated ;— his  r^ards,  for 
an  iQstant,  rivetted  on  her  palp  counte- 
nance; then,,  glancing  hastily  over  his 
ktter  again,,  cried  exulting! y,  "  But 
tome  faint  hope  is  entertained"  hem- 
Hung,  aloud  to  drown  the  word  faint,  he 
i^med,  "  bat  hope  is  entertained. of  his 
tecovery/* 

Clara  felt  herself  at  once  transported 
hia  the  region  of  death  to  a  brighter 
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prospect ;  but  Osborne  was  the  less  m- 
clincd  to  think  favourably  of  the  re 
Walking  the  deck  afterwards  with 
Major,   he  spoke  of   Bloomfield  as  ■ 
friend,  in  whose  fate  he  was  interested-. 

The  Major  had  never  seen  him,  bu 
hoped  he  might  live.  ^^  He  was  a  bravt 
fellow,"  he  said,  ''  but  stand  or  fall,  s(r 
that  he  does  his  duty,  should  be  the 
same  in  a  soldiers  breast.  It  was,  how-  . 
ever,  doubly  to  be  lamented,  if  it  gate  ] 
pain  to  a  lovely  woman,  when  theiifro  * 
was  laid  low.  Soldiers  and  sailors,  mf  j 
good  friend,  should  never  be  fettered.  I 
could  have  jumped  into  the  sea,  with 
pleasure,"  continued  Perth,  "  when  I 
found  the  mischief  I  had  done." 

Osborne  respected  Miss  Fitzherberfs 
delicacy  too  much  to  make  any  remarkr 
or  hazard  an  observation ;  he  only  said, 
"  You  are  right,  my  friend ;  whilst  fight- 
ing  is  the  order  of  the  day,  we  should 
not  marry : 

•'  For,  ere  thebattle,  shoald -he  list  her tsriesi 
"  The  iover  trembles,  and  the  ker^  dies/' 
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"he  wind  having  veered  favourably^ 
>orne  determined  to  take  advantage 
it,  and  if  possible  to  make  his  first 
tined  course,  which  was  fortunately 
I  in  his  power  he  hoped  ;  so  tacking 
•uty  they  again,  with  fresh  gales, 
3red  for  England,  and  in  a  few  days* 
ir  ears  were  greeted,  with  the  wel- 
oe  sound,  from  the  boy  aloft,  of 
.and !  land !  land !"  The  white  cliffs 
far-famed  Albion,  shortly  after  met 
ir  view,  gladdening  to  the  hearts  of 
lors  after  a  tedious  voyage. 
Miss  Fitzherbert  rejoiced ;  but  sensa- 
Ds  of  melancholy  were  strongly  min- 
d  with  her  joy ;  for  who  waited  to 
leive  her?  she  mentally  enquired  : — 
Uas !  no  one ! — No  one  to  join  w  ith 
)  in  gratitude,, that  a  dangeroui^  pas- 
;e  is  at  length  happily  terminated,  to 
d  me  in  their  arms,  and  with  the 
imath  of  affectiou,  or  dear  paternal 
idemess,  welcome  me  to  England !" 
She  sighed  sorrowfully  at  this  contem- 
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Captain  wished :  indeed,  it  was  a  planf 
she  had  formed  in  her  mind's  eye^  durii^ 
the  voyage;  for  to  remain  in  LiondoD^- 
withoiit  protection,  was  a  situation  frooi 
which  her  natural  delicacy  revolted* 

In  passing  the  Channel,  and  sailing 
up  the  river,  Clara  was  infinitely  grati- 
lied  by  the  delightful  prospect  afforded^* 
and  now  with  seutiuients  of  pious  thank-^ 
fulness  to  the  bountiful  Creator  of  att< 
things,    attended    by   Captain  Osborne 
and  Major  Perth,  she  once   more  set 
foot  on  terra  Jirma.     Ellen,  all  wonder,.  ' 
kept  clo^e  to   the  side  of  her  beloved 
Miss  Fitzherhert.     After  escorting  them*  \ 
to  a  coach,  Captain  Osborne  was  obliged  [ 
to   return    immediately   on   board,   but 
hoped  his  duty  would   permit  him  to 
pay  his  respects  to  them  in  the  morning.. 
As  they  had  no  fixed  residence,  it  had? 
been  previously  agreed  Miss  Fitzherbert. 
and  her  youug  friend  were  to  reside  for. 
a  few  days  at  the  White  Horse,  in  Fet- 
ter-lane, as  Captain  Osborne  knew  the 
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ister  of  the  inn  to  be  a  worthy  and 
»pectable  man,  one  who  had  lived 
i.ny  years  in  his  family,  prior  to  his 
immencin^  business.  The  coachman 
id  accordingly  received  orders  to  drive 
lither;  and  attended  by  Major  Perth, 
»  whose  care  the  Captain  committed 
lem,  he  for  the  present  reluctantly  bid 
lem  farewell. 


.■■*■ 
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CHAPTER  X. 


"  Towered  cities  please  us  tfaen» 

§ 

^  And  die  busy  hum  of  men?' 


The  weather  was  cold  and  damp.'  It 
-was  about  the  middle  of  whiter,  and  the 
lamps  were  ail  lighted.    To  Ellen  it  ap- 
peared the  city  of  enchantment;  Miss 
Fitzherbert  was  also  much  pleased  with' 
the  beautiful  effect  of  the  lights^  parti- 
cularly at  a  little  distance,  upon  tbe 
bridges.  The  toute  ensemble  ha»  certainly 
an  imposing,  grand  effect,  and  which  is 
always  duly  appreciated  by   strangers. 
The  magnificence  of  the  shops,  partica- 
larly  those  of  the  jewellery  and  glass 
warehouses  were  all  so  many  objects  of 
wonder  and  admiration  to  the  young  trar 
veller. 
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!*he  continual  buzz,  from  the  people 
$ing,  with  the  rattling  and  coiifusiou 
:arriages  rolling  by  thera,  confused, 
':  almost  alarmed  both  Clara  and  £1- 
This  was,  indeed,  more  than  usual, 
ng  to  some  houses  having  been  pulled 
vUj  the  rubbish  of  which,  together 
li  preparations  for  repairing  the  dif- 
Dt  streets,  occasioned  the  ^coachman's 
lug  the  Ludgate-hill  way;  and  this 
e.  them  a  view  of  that  astonishing 
ice,  St.  PanFs,  on  the  mixed  Mibli- 
f  and  grandeur  of  which  they  gazed 
I  wonder  and  delight;  for  there,  no 
e  ornaments  break  and  fritter  the  at- 
ion,  and  destroy  that  effect  the  vast- 
"of  the  whole  produces.  *  Like  the 
-on  ^aint  to  whom  it  is  dedicated,  it 
the  mind  writh  awful  but  simple  dig- 
^ 

rhe  coachman  turning  round,  to  the 
>  of  the  hill,  they  found  a  crowd  of 
riages  stopping  the  way,  owing  to  the 
ler  streets  being  scarcely  passable; 


more  got  within  sight  of  our  dea 
island,  accept  a  sailor's,  and  a  bf 
welcome;"  saluting  her,  aud  hi 
resting  favourite,  bUen ;  **  soob, 
hope  to  have  you  under  my  prot 
till  you  are  placed  in  better  ham 
you  know,  I  told  you,  long  since,  ] 
not  marry  you,  if  you  wished  it  ei 
— "  You  are  very  diverting,"  intej 
Clara,  who  sensibly  felt  the  kind 
'  bis  friendship,  and  was  cheered  I 
a  manner  which  none  but  those  si 
like  her,  can  know.-—"  However," 
(turned,  '^  you  have  behaved  ver 
during  th6  voyage,  storms  and  i 
which  I  must  give  you  due  cred 
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friends,  either  absent  or  engaged,  as  yoa 
say  you  feel  it  a  duty  to  seek  them  first, 
then  you  will  immediately,  whether  1  can 
attend  you  or  not,  join  your  Scottish 
ones»  from  whom  I  will  insure  you  a 
glad    and    hearty  welcome,    with    true 
Scotch  kisses  into  the  bargain.  But  these 
you  must  not  mind  ;  particularly,  if  you 
i^isit  the  highlands,  for  thei*e  they  make 
.  tbe  mountains  echo  again ; — 'lis  the  cus* 
.    torn  of  the  country.     Will  you  promise 
me,  Miss  Fitzherbert,  to  accept  my  mo- 
ther's protection ;  and,  in  a  short  time, 
I  hope  to  return  to  Scotland,  no  more  to 
leave  it,  and  take  care  of  you  all  myself. 
Id  the  mean  time,  my  dear  Miss  Fitz- 
berbert,  should  I  not  see  Jessy  (sighing) 
endeavour  to  reconcile  her  to  her  lot, 
vhich  will  be,  to  become  very  docile  and 
obedient,  or  we  shall  quarrel,  I  can  as- 
sure her;   fpr  we  sailors  are  arbittery 
fe//ows,  and  born  to. command." 
^iss    Fitzherbert,   with  polite  gratis 
^0(t^  immediately  promised  to  act  as  the 
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ficiently  to  prevent  her  attemptinpr  to 
follow  the  Major ;  and  when  some  little 
time  had  passed,  and  still  he  did  qot  ap- 
pear, they  arose  to  such  an  intolerable 
height,  that,  finding  it  quite  impossible 
to  wait  any  longer  where  she  was,  for  it 
appeared  to  her  like  an  age  elapsed,  she    ' 
had  risen,  determined  to  go  and  look  for 
Ellen  herself,  though  scarcely  yet  aUe 
to  move;  the  gentleman,  persuading ber 
it  would  be  to  no  purpose  to  attempt  it,      { 
and  that  she  had  much  better  remain* 
But  what  reasoning  can  prev/«il  against 
the  immediate  effect  of  fear?  Whenever 
she  chose  to  go,  he  said,  he  would  at* 
tend  her,  too  proud  of  his  charge,  to  qiut 
it ;  and  begged  her  to  rest  on  hisr  arnif 
which  would  be  some  assistance  to  her- 
They  had  but  just  reached   the  door* 
when,  to  (Clara's  great  joy,  the  Majo^ 
made  his  appearance,  holding  £llen  bj^ 
the  hand ;  who,  running  to  Clara,  tbrei^ 
her  arms  about  her,  and  they  both  sheC^ 
tears :— the  Major  calling  out,  *^  There'i 
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the  little  runaway;  whom  I  had  some 
difficulty  to  recover,  I  assure  yoir,  for  she 
vas  actually  carried  off;  and  a  complete 
fright  she  has  given  me,  which  is  more 
than  I  ever  felt  when  the  balls  were 
whizzing  about  my  ears,  yet,  she  looks 
as  innocent  as  if  she  did  not  deserve 
a  trimming." 

"  1  do  1  I  do !"  she  cried,  taking  hold 
of  his  hand ;  "  will  you  forgive  me.  Sir?" 

•*  Yes,  faith,  I  believe  I  must  do  that," 
be  replied:  **  for  now  we  are  all  got  to- 
getbef  once  more,  [  must  in  honour  ac- 
knowledge, that  I  believe  I  have  been 
most  to  blame  in  the  business :  nay,  per- 
haps, the  only  one ;  for  had  I  not  put 
myself  in  a  passion  with  that  scoundrel 
of  a  coachman,  things  would  not  have 
happened  so. — The  rascal,  to  overturn 
us : — I  could  not,  for  the  life  of  me,  help 
giving  him  a  dressing  when  he  came  in 
my  way; — and  all  the  following  evils 
happened  in  consequence. — But  we  old 
soldiers,  Sir,"  addressing  the  gentlemaOt 
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**  are  rough  blades,  some  of  us,  I  mean; 
and  being  used  to  strict  discipline,  neyer 
think  of  passing  by  offences;  it  is  a 
habit  we  contract  in  the  armv. — ^And, 
now,  Sir,  allow  uic  to  thank  you  forlbe 
trouble  1   have  occasioned  you;  and, 
s^hould  vou  ever  want  a  second.  I  shall 
bo  happy  to  perform  my  duty,  as  &itii- 
fnll\  as  you  have  the  part  you  so  po- 
litely undertook." 

The  gentleman  made  no  reply  but  by 
a  bow,  w*hen  Clara,  turning  towards  him, 
with  a  grace  that  enchanted  hiin»  ac- 
know lodged  her  obligation.  He  wai, 
the  person  obliged,  he  observed,  in  having 
been  lu)noured  with  such  a  trust,  and 
should  ever  esteem  it  the  most  fortunate 
moment  of  his  life,  that  he  had  rendered 
her  the  smallest  assistance. 

A  smart  shower  coming  on,  made  it 
impossible  to  think  of  going,  as  no  coach 
could  be  got;  and,  the  stranger,  who 
appeared  in  no  hurry  to  depart,  accepted 
the  Major's  invitation  to  drink  coffee 
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with  them;  which  he  immediately  or- 
dered; telling  Clara  he  was  sure  it  would 
help  to  restore  her.  She  assured  him, 
she  was  so  much  recovered  by  rest,  and 
Ellen's  re-appearance,  that  she  seemed 
quite  well.  "  But  how  was  it,  Ellen, 
that  you  were  lost?  were  you  really  so, 
or  was  the  Major  but  jesting?" 

"  Nay,  in  good  faith,'*  said  he,  **  it 
was  really  so ;  and  a  narrow  escape  too, 
by  my  soul,  Madam. — Come,  Ellen,  tell 
Miss  Fitzherbert  how  it  was." . 

Clara,  observing  the  starting  tear,  said 
kindly,  haw  was  it  my  love!  how  was  it, 
EUen  ?"    . 

"  Indeed,**  she  replied,  dashing  away 
tibe  tejir;  "  it  is  a  sad  story  for  me  to 
tell,  after  all  the  caution  you  have  given 
me;"  taking  hold  of  Clara's  hand,  as  she 
looked  at  her  with  infinite  naivete;  "  but 
jrow  shall  know  how  very  wrong  I  was. 
Vl\  tell  you  all,  Madam.  After  you  got 
out,  I  waited  in  the  coach,  expecting 
you  would  tell:  me  to  follow  you ;  and 
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was  obliged  to  hold  \vith  both  hands  by 
the  loops,  to  prevent  clipping  down,  as 
you  know  it  was  all  on  one  side.    I  then 
looked  out  for  you,  and 'saw  you  by  the 
door,  very  ill.     I  attempted  to  get  oat, 
but  could  not,  so  many  people  were 
standing  all  about  the  coach.     Then  I 
said,  ^  O  do  help  me,  pray  t  do  help  me 
to  get  out  r  and  was  ready  to  cry ;  but 
could  make  no  one  hear  me ; — they  were 
all  looking  at  you,  (Clara  blushed).^  At 
last,  a  gentleman  saw  me,  and  asked  me 
if  I  wanted  to  leave  the  coach,  and  he 
would  help  me.     I  said,  yes; — for  he 
looked  very  good-natured ; — and  he  was 
old  too — as  oldy  I  am  certain^  as  the  Ma- 
jor, (tnri>ing  to  him);  and  you  know  yoi 
never  said  I  might  not  trust  myself  with 
an  old  man !"    The  gentlemen  were  di* 
verted ;  the  Major,  but  half  pleased,  said 
**  Why,  you  surely  do  not  think  me  old^ 
Miss  Dubois ?"-^'^  Yes—No;"   she  re- 
plied; *^  I  don't  know — not  very  old;'*^ 
rather  confused :  when  Clara,.who  coulc^ 
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3]y  forbear  smiling  at  her  embar* 
eat  (for  she  felt  she  had  been  some* 
vrong,  yet  hardly  knew  how),  de- 

her  to  go  on. — She  continued; 
,  indeed,  I  did  think,  before  I  went 
lim,  of  what  yon  had  said ;  and  as 
s  so  old**—"  There  again^"'said  the 
r,  "  saucy  girl !" — "  Well,**  said  she^ 
it  was  not  you,  Major,  you  know, 
e  I  should  have  gone  directly/  and 
ive  th6ught,  I  am  suVe  about  it 
ight  I  might  let  him  help  me  down ; 
hen,  I  said  I  wanted  to  go  to  you, 
in.** — •  Oh,  to  that  lady,  do  you? 
,  come  with  me,  and  I  will  lead  you 
',  another,  way ;  for  you  see,  yotf 
►t  pass  the  crowd  there.*-^"  So,  as 
ight  he  seemed  very  good-natured, 

him,  I.  would. go  with  him;  the» 
>k  hold  of  me,,  and  pulled  me  along 
St  as  we  could  go  througjb-  the 
1,  which  was  not  very  fast  either.— 

at  last,  he  was  going .  up  a  dark< 
ge>  and  I  was  frighted,  aad  tried- 
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to  get  from  him;  but  he  would  not  lett'-^l 
me  go ;  and  l.said  I  would  not  go  up  tha^-^al 
frightful  dark  place,  but  he  told  methalV^^at 
was  .the  way  to  you.  Just  then,  ihe^^'i^ 
Major  heard  me  speaking,  and  call 
out,  £}len ;  and  the  gentleman  left  me,^ 
and  ran  away. — And  I  was  so  glad, 
he^r  the  Major,"  said  she,  looking  at  bimiKrxi 
whilst  she  spoke  with  the  most  ca 
vating.  artlessness : — ^^  And  now,  .will  yo 
forgive  me,  Madam,  and  I'll  renoember, 
in  future,  what  you  told  me,"  hangin 
fondly  abont  Miss  JPitzherbert, 
could  not  resist  the  pleasure  of  foldi 
the  sweet,  girl  in  her  arms,  saying,  "'  R 
member  your  promise,  Ellen,  and  I  wii 
not  recollect  your  fault.''  The  gentl 
men  made  no  remark  upon  the  afiair ; 
indeed,  it  would  adipit  of  none 
Miss  Fitzherbert,  whilst  they  secretly- 
execrated  those  most  detestable  U/T^toil^.^t''- 
who,  with  their  younger  companions  i 
iniquity,  nightly  infest  the  streets  of  the 
metropolis. 
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The  Major  now  went  to  see  how  the 
weather  was,  and  returning,  told  Clara, 
as  he  put  down  his  hat,  there  he  be- 
lieved they  must  pitch  their  tent  till  mid- 
[ijght,  and  rejoice  their  quarters  were 
(10  worse ;  for  the  rain  was  still  violent 
and  likely ^to  continue;  addi^ng,  that  the 
vraiter  had  assured  him,  it  was  quite  im- 
[K)ssible  to  procure  a  coach.  .  The 
stranger,  enchanted  with  the  easy  grace- 
tilhess  of  Clara's  manner,  as  well  as  the 
lelfcate  loveliiiess  of  her  person,  and 
lelighted  with  the  naivete  of  £llen,  an^ 
onTiaced  that  they  were  not' only  in 
sspectable  but  genteel  life,  asked, 
light  he  take*  the  libierty  of  inquiring 
'hich  way  they  wished  io  go,  as  his 
arriage  was  in  waiting,  and  h^.  should 
e  happy  to  sit  them  down.;  observing, 
s  lie  looked  at  his  watch,  it  was  time  / 
le  believed,  that  he  should  think  of  at- 
ending  an  appointment  he  had  made.   ^ 

The  Majtfr  told  him  iheyvfexehitleted ' 
)y  a  friend,  (who  knew  the  people)  at 
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took  leave,  saying  to  Perth,  as  he  passed, 
in  rather  a  low  voice,  "  I  have  ddivered 
my  lovely-cliarge  safe  into  your  faandfl; 
Major ;  take  care  that  they  are  not  rair 
away  with ;  for  I  think  there  is  danger." 

The  Major  thought  so  too ;  and  look- 
ing in  both  their  faces  to  see  that  it  was 
really  them,  took  Ellen's  hand,  and 
drawing  Clara'-s  arm  through  his,  Aey 
entered  the  house ;  when  desiring  to  see 

Mrs 's  sideboard,  she  immedi-^ 

ately  waited  upon  them;  and  they* 
had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with' 
their  accommodation  during  their  stay. 

The  Major  was  heartily  glad  to  see- 
Clara  and  Ellen  safely  arrived  at  the  inn, 
and  could  not  help  groaning,  as  he- 
looked  at  Ellen's  sweet  innocent  coun- 
tenance, to  think  that  wretches  existed/ 
who  would  glory  in  training  her  to  dis- 
honour and  infamy ;  and  what  migit 
have  been  her  fate,  if  he  had  not  arrived 
the  very  moment  he  did^  to  rescue  her. 
He.  thanked    Heaven,    that,    even  .in 


il^ought,  he  had  never  planned,  or  even 
virished,  the  seduction  of  innocence.  He 
scrutinized  his  conduct  no  further ;.  nei- 
ther will  we;  but,  a  deep  drawn  sigh, 
led  Clara  to  enquire,  if  he  was  not  well? 
"  Yes ;  very  well,,  he  thanked  her. .  He 
was  just  thinking,  what  she.  must  be 
thoroughly  persuaded  of,  that  he  was  the 
most  unfit  man  in  the.  world  to  have  (he 
care  of  beautiful  women^  The  charge 
»f  a  regiment  in  the  day  of  battle  was 
nothing  to  it;  there  w^s  not  half  the 
ianger  of  doing  wrong*"  She  could  not 
forbear*  smiling  at  his  energy;. and  the 
chamber-maid  just  then  coming  to  at^ 
tend  them,  Clara  and  Ellen  wished  hi  mi 
{pod  night,  glad  to  retire  after  the  bustle 
lA  the  day. . 

Before  they  had  finished  breakfast 
aext  morning,  the  Major,  looking  at  hist 
ncatch^  smiled,  as  he  remarked,  he  won«« 
lered  Mr.  JVIountstuart  was  not  arrived- 
jret,  to  pay  his  compliments :  to  MajQ%\ 
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Perth.— '^  Ah !  these  tfou^  men  are  sad 
rogues,^Iiss  Fitzherbert,  glad  when  tbey 
can  make  a  handle  of  us  old  ones!  Ah^ 
Ellen,  you  know  I  am  old  T — "  No;  not  ' 
so  venf  old/'  she  replied,  without  look- 
in:;  lip." — "  Well,  I  forgive  him  with  all  i 
mv  heart.  I  should  once  bave  drae 
exactly  the  same."—'/  He  looks  very  good- 
natured,"  said  £llen,  smiling,  as  she 
looked  at  the  Major. — '*  Yes ;  he  seems 
a  pleasant  fellow,  to  give  him  his  due; 

but,  if  he  is  not  as  proud  as  the  D » 

he  is  not  a  Mountstuart,  but  has  gone 
astray  from  his  race ;  his  father,  parti- 
Gularly,  Malcombe  Mountstnarf^  n^ 
port  does  him  injustice,  or  a  prouder 
n^an  than  he  is,  treads  not  on  Scottish 
land ;  and  that  is  saying  a  great  deal,  for 
we  are  none  of  us,  reckoned  deficient  in 
that  qualification,  whateier  else  we  mvf 
want.  He  does  not  happen,  however, 
to  be  poor  too,  for  his  estate  is  large  and. 
unincumbered ;  and  this  is  his  heir~lie 
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las  but  one  son. — 1  knoW  the  family  vfeW 
»y  refport,  though  I  never  had  much  per* 
ional  acquaintance  with  them. 

He  had  scarcely  finished  his  remarks, 
when  Mr.  Mountstuart  was  announced. 
'*  Thei-e,"  cried  the  Major,  "  I  told  you 
so,"  as  he  rose  to  receive  him.  Mount- 
stuart then  apologized  for  his  early  visit. 
He.  hoped,  through  Major  Perth,  to 
make  interest  with  the  ladies  to  use  his 
carriage.  The  Major  looked  signficant- 
ly,  and  bowed  in  return  to  the  compli- 
ment, as  did  Miss  Fitzherbert.  Mount* 
Btuart  adding,  as  they  were  strangers  in 
London,  there  were  many  things  worthy 
their  pbservation ;  and  if  they  were  not 
particularly  engaged  that  morning,  he 
wpiild,  with  their  permission,  do  himself 
the  honour  of  attending  them.  *^  And, 
to-day,  said  he,''  turning  to  the  Major, 
**  I  came  in  my  father's  coach,  as  being 
more  convenient  for  a  party." 

The  Major  looked  at  Clara  for  her 
concurrence,    who.  was    undetermined 
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vrhat  to  conclude.  Monntstuart,  hdfw- 
ever,  pressed  it  so  politely,  that  she  no 
longer  refused,  and  it  was  agreed  they 
\irere  first  to  drive  through  some  of  the 
principal  squares  and  streets,  whkk 
would  give  them  a  sight  of  most  of  die 
public  buildings  worth  notice ;  and  then, 
if  they  wished  to  see  it,  he  had  tickdi 
of  admission,  at  their  service,  for  Hie 
Museum. 

**  But  what  shall  we  do  about  Cap- 
tain Osborne,  if  we  accept  Mr.  Meant- 
Stuart's  obliging  offer  ?^  asked  Clara;."' 

The  Major  replied,  "  That*B  tmef . 

and  was  considering '*  1  will  leave  a 

note  here  for  him,  to  meet  us  at  tte 
Museum,  at  one  o'clock,"  said.  Moun^ 
Stuart;  ^^  he  will  come  as  one  of  my 
party,  and  be  admitted/' 

The  Major  thought  that  plan  perfectljp 
correct,  and  they  ascended  the  carriage 
to  make  the  proposed  tour.  They  did 
not  omit  looking  at  that  mast  elegoaiilt 
huildingy  St.  Jameses  palace,  which  must 
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ery  striking  to  all  strangers.  **  When 
Qation  is  rich  enough,  they  will  cer- 
[y  build  his  Majesty  another  house/' 
Perth.  Clara  wished  much  to  have 
red  the  abbey ;  but  as  it  was  not 
tipned,  she  forbore  to  express  her 
les.  The  appearance  of  tlie  build- 
»  which  she  thought  in  general,  ra- 
remarkable  for  their  heaviness  than 
thing  else,  did  not  muph  gratify  her. 
re  might  be  a  degree  of  grandeur  in 
e  of  them ;  but  in  general  they  were 
drably  deficient  in  what  constituted 
3  and  elegance.  They  were  now  in 
iselUstreet ;  and  as  the  carriage  drew 
lefore  the  great  gates  at  the  Museum, 
in  asked  if  that  was  a  nunnery? — 
intstuart  enquired  if  she  had  ever 
I  abroad,  where  there  were  any  nun- 
es;  for  he  had  been  struck  with  her 
,  as  not  having  the  English  expres- 
•  Before  Ellen  could  make  any  re- 
but simply,  **  No;"   the  carriage 
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door  was  opened,  and  they  .f Dtered  tbe 
Museum. 

They  were  soon  joined  by  OsbonM^ 
who    immediately   recollected   Moant- 
8tuart ;  nor  had  he  forgotten  having  oo 
casionally    seen    the    Captain.      Hov 
Mouutstuart  happened  to  join  the  party 
he  could  not  devise,  but  supposed  bill 
to  be  an  acquaintance  of  the  M^jor^ii 
Osborne  enquired   after  the  femily  at' 
Melcorabe,  who  Mountstuart  said,  were 
expected  soon  in  L6ndon ;  that  bis  fir 
ther  and  himself  had  come  up  first;  to 
attend  parliamentary  duty,  and  that  he 
should  return,  to  bring  his  mother  and 
sisters  to  town. 

£Uen  now  came  running  to  Clara, 
and  begged  she  would  come  and  see 
Captain    Bloomfield's  picture.      Clara, 

■ 

taken  unawares,  blushing,  hesitated; 
which  drew  the  attention  of  the  party. 
"  Oh,  yes !"  said  Ellen,  in -a  tone  of  per- 
suasion, taking  hold  of  her  hand,  '*  do 
come — I  am  sure  he  would  go  to  look  at 
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ours.**— ^Stopping  before  the  portrait 
»f  the  first  Charles!  '*  Here  it  is !''  she 
exclaimed.     "  Now,  is  it  not  very  like 
lim?-— only,  his  hair  does  not  look  as 
that  does:  neither  did  he  look  so  sor- 
rowful,  except  that   morning   when  he 
iveat  on  board   with  ivs; — then  be  did, 
{looking  grave) ;  did  he  noi  ?"  address- 
ing Osborne.     Clara  pretended  not  to 
hear  her,  as  sKe  perceived   Monntstuart 
occasionally  glancing  at  her.    The  like- 
ness   was  indeed   strongly  impressive, 
but  with  this^exception,  that  the  connte- 
nance  of  Captain   Bloomfield  .did  not 
wear  that  shade    of  prophetic   melan- 
choly which  this  striking  portrait  exhi- 
bits.    While  they  yet  stood  looking  at 
the   painting,   Clara   rejoicing  that  the 
long  thick  folds  of  her  veil,  which  fell 
on  the  side  of  Mountstuart,  concealed 
her   confusion,    an   elderly  gentleman, 
who  wore  the  naval  uniform,  approach- 
ed, his  attention  also  soon  appearing  to 
he  rivetted  to  the  picture,  his  mind  ab- 
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sorbed  in  the  idea  of  its  once  happj' 
original ;  and  as  if  wholly  unconscious 
that  any  one  heard  him,  after  gazing  at ' 
it  some  time  he  exclaimed ; — ''  Unhappy' 
race  of  the  Stuarts,  whom  we  at  once 
admire,  pity,  and  condemn  !— nor  least., 
thee,  most  unfortunate  victim  of  amK- 
tiou,  and  barbarous  times!  when  hypo- 
crisy, cunning,  and  dark  dissimulatwn, 
cloathed  in  the  sacred  gai1[>of  religion,'. 
alas,  prevailed  ! — When,  under  the  pie-> 
tence  of  destroying  arbitrary  power, 
Cromwell  proceeded  by  deeds  mostai^' 
bitrary  dnd  atrocious !''  Still  with  fixed 
gaze  (as  addressing  the  unconscious  po^ 
trait)  hi*  proceeded,  "  Poor  murdered 
monarch !  -at  once  a  martyr,  bero,  saint," 
and  turn  ng  aw  ay  with  a  sigh,  in  a  low^ 
voice,  added,  "  and  guilty  king  /" 

Mountstuart,  as  a  Scotchman,  at  once 
both  pleased  and  mortified,  forbore  to 
make  any  comment  upon  the  stranger^s 
remarks.  Indeed,  his  mind  was  pre- 
occupied lU  thinking  of  what  had  drop* 
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ad  from  Ellen,  who  now  joining  them 
ith  Osborue,  they  were  again  interest- 
d  by  the  different  curiosities  that  every 
rbere  met  their  eye,  Clara  was  parti- 
cularly delighted  by  the  curiously  beau- 
iful  specimens  of  marble.  Ellen  was 
^ad  to  escape  alive  from  some  of  the 
"oomsi  and  crept  very  close  to  Clara 
Mrhea  they  were  looking  at  the  mummies. 
They  had  now  visited  all  the  apartments, 
and  proposed  going.  Miss  Fitzherbert, 
bighly  gratified  by  what  she  had  seen, 
^as  secretly  wishing  that  she  could  often 
vepeat  her  visit;  whilst  the  gentlemen, 
^ho  had  all  been  there  several  times, 
^ere  lamenting  that  it  was  not  more 
easily  accessible  to  strangers,  whose  stay 
in  Loudon  was,  perhaps,  short ;  and  that 
notices  sent  to  porters,  unless  accom- 
panied with  a  fee,  were  frequently  of  no 
use  whatever ;  that  they  were  often  neg- 
ligent, if  not  impertinent.  0$bome  said 
he  knew  this  to  be  the  case ;  and  that . 
lie  thought  it  ought  to  be  properly  exa- 
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mined  by  some  person  with  autboritr» 
or  put  upon  a  difiereat  plan ;  for,  as  a 
national  collection,  it  was  certainly  in- 
tended as  a  national  advantage  and 
amusement. 

Mountstuart  handed  Clara  down,  and 
by  the  time  she  was  seated  in  the  car- 
riage, Osborfie  and   Ellen   made  their 
appearance.     Major  Perth  would  have 
excused  himself  going  with  them,  as  he 
had  business  at  the  top  of  Oxford-streeti 
and  intended  walking ;  but  Monntstnart 
insisted  on  his  going  in  the  coach,  which 
he  said  was  built  for  a.  family  vehicle, 
and  would  hold  six  very  welL     If  they 
had  leisure,  he  should  be  happy  in  at- 
tending them  to  Hyde  Park;  and  they 
could  set  the  Major  down  in  Oxford- 
street,  in  their  way.    No  objection  being 
offered,  the  coachman  was  ordered  to 
drive  up  Oxford-street  into  the  Park; 
which  Mountstuart  heartily  wished  he 
might  find  crowded,  proud  of  his  two 
lovely  companions,  whose  charms  he 
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thought  unrivalled.  Captain  Osborne 
observing  Elleh  looked  uncommonly 
grave,  enquired  what  was  the  matter 
with  his  old  shipmate? — "  Nothing,  Sir," 
she  replied.  .  Clara  had  remarked,  as 
she  got  into  the  coach,  that  she  was 

paler  than    usual,   but  attributed  it  to 

«  

fatigue: — Repeating  the  question,  she 
said,  "  The  old  gentleman  that  was  at 
the  Museum  had  frightened  her." 

"  Never  be  afraid  of  an  old  man,  child," 
cried  Osborne,  laughing. — "  Faith !  she 
has  iHit  too  much  reason,"  observed 
Perth ;  "  she  may  be  afraid  of  the  old 
ones  now,  and  the  young  ones  bye-and- 
bye :"  and  then  related  to  Osborne  their 
adventures  in  going  t6  Fetter-lane.  "  But 
pray  inform  us  why  you  were  now  alarm- 
ed, Miss  Dubois?"  said  the  Major. 

"  When  \  left  you,"  replied  Ellen, 
"  and  entered  another  room,  I  heard  yon 
call  me,  and  tried  directly  to  find  you ; 
but  got  into  the  room  where  the  old  gen- 
tleman was  who  was  dressed  in  blue ;  and 

VOL.  II.  K 


194 

supposing  him  to  be  Cftpfoin  Osborne; 
I  ran  up  to  him;  but  ^lieQ  I  looked io 
his  face,  I  started;  for  I  found  I  was 
mistaken ;  and  he  drew  back,  with  his 
large  eyes  fixed  upon  me,  and  exclaimed, 
*  For  Heaven's  sake  say  who  you  are  T 
and  was  f^oing  to  take  hold  of  my  hftndt 
as  he  said,  **  Tell  me,  I  intreat  you,  wbo 
you  are  r'  So  when  I  had  got  some  dis- 
tance from  him,  I  said,  *  My  name  b 
Ellen  Dubois;"  and  ran  away,  for  fear 
lie  should  follow  me;  when  hearing  the 
Captain  call  me  again,  I  at  length  found 
you ;  but  saw  him  looking  after  me,  arid 
heard  him  exclaim,  *  No  I — it  is  uot  !— 
cminol  be !" 

Miss  Fitzherbert  was  much  struck  by 
this  account ;  and  said,  without  thiukittg 
who  was  present,  **  I  wish,  Ellen,  yon 
had  told  me  this  before :"  when  recol- 
lecting herself,  f^he  was  silent,  not  wish- 
ing to  make  Ellen's  story  a  subject  of 
wonder  and  attention  to  strangers.  Cap- 
tain Osborne,  deeply  interested  for  the 
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sweet  giii»  aift^r  thinking  a  few  minutes, 
ptetended  recollecting  an  engagement, 
h(&(6te  the  Major  got  out ;  who  having 
now  no  fears  about  Mel  combe,  saw  \m 
two  fair  companions  left  under  his  6are, 
tiritbout  a  wish  to  mount  the  box. 
As  the  day  was   uncommonly  fine, 

they  fodnd  the  park  fuller  than  Mel- 

• 

combe  expected,  at  this  early  season. 
All  the  beauty  and  fashion  in  town  were 
assembled  there :  of  course,  Mr.  Mount- 
stuart  was  well  known  in  that  circle; 
and  his  carriage  not  a  little  distinguished 
this  morning,  by  the  beaux,  with  their 
glasses;  while  it  became  a  subject  of 
envy  to  the  belles,  who  supposed  these 
new  beauties  wouldlbe  brought  out,  and 
they  should  be  eclipsed.  Mountstuart, 
also,  was  too  handsome  a  man,  particu- 
larly with  the  addition  of  a  large  for* 
tunc,  not  to  be  sighed  for  by  many  Lady 
Sophias,  Elizas,  and  Gcdrginas,  who 
wished  to  secure  him  theirs.  Clara, 
though  she  felt  herself  new  ia  Londdo> 

K  2 
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was  not  new  to  the  world;  as  in  Halifax 
the  lii;;'licr  circle,  though  not  so  large, 
was  iVequently  composed  of  the  same 
names  as  may  be  met  with  on  the  list  at 
St.  James*8.  licr  cheeks  certainly  flush- 
ed a  lii;;her  bloom,  in  attracting  such  a 
crowd  of  notice.  The  park  however 
beginning  to  thin,  for  was  even  Venus 
herself  to  appear,  the  usual  routine  must 
be  attended  to,  jNlnlcomhe's  carriage 
ilrew  ofl'too;  but  not  till  he  had.  met 
his  father's,  who  was  alone.  This  ren- 
contre occasioned  a  slight*  change  of 
countenance,  as  in  passing  close  to  his 
father's  carriage,  he  bowed  in  silence. 

^Ir.  Alountftthart  returned  to  the  inn 
with  Clara  and  Ellen  ;  and  aftei-  getting 
out  to  offer  Ihem  his  hand  and  wait 
npon  them  to  the  door,  lie  thanked 
tiuni  for  the  honour  they  liad  done  him, 
and  hoping  he  might  be  ])ermittcd  to 
call  npon  tlieni,  and  the  Major,  again 
soon,  he  bid  them  good  morning,  greatly 
regretting  that  his  iudisfpensible  engage- 
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merits  were  such  as  must  prevent  his 
seeiii«:  them  aijrain  for  some  cUivs.  AJiss 
Fitzberbert  had  certainly  marie  an  im- 
pression, if  not  upon  the  heart,  on  the 
ima<irination  of  this  2:av  voims:  I'Ban: 
but  a  little  arrani^ement  (as  they  are 
called,)  which  he  had  just  formed,  made 
it  not  so  forcible  as  it  otherwise  would 
have  been.  She  appeared,  he  thought, 
rather  too  much  in  the  petiseroso  stile  ^ 
and  he  had  not  forgotten  Bloomfield. 

When  Captain  Osborne  returned,  he 
informed  Miss  Fitzherbert,  that  thinking 
it  agreeable  to  her  wishes,  he  bad  re* 
turned  to  the  Museum  in  quest  of  the 
stranger  who  had  so  alarmed  the  inte- 
resting Ellen.  All  the  information  he 
could  obtain  from  the  porter  was^  that 
the  gentleman,  dressed  in  a  naval  uni- 
form, had  been  suddenly  taken  jU,  in 
consequence  of  a  strong  likeness  he  had 
discovered  to  a  darling  and  onli/  son, 
long  since  deceased,  in  the  face  of  a 
young  lady  he  met  in  one  of  the  rooms 
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vi  ihc  Museum ;  that  he  had  heeo  9H- 

>:>tevt  to  the  carriage  by  his  servaots^i 

uud  uiun  it  drove    off,  the  gentlemaa 

appeareil  overcome  with  affliction.    Tbe 

porter  believed  a  coronet  was  on  Ibe 

^Lariot;   but  all  attempts  at  leamiog 

more,   or  what   was    the    gentleman'B 

name,  appearing  impossible,  1  gave  it  0^ 

anil  came  away.     **  Had  I  met  hin»'^ 

continued  the  Captain,  *'  I  really  know 

not  how  I  should  have  addressed  bia. 

His  being  sa  strangdy  affected  at  the 

likeness  he  traced,  seems  more  thin 

eanimon  feeling.     Miss  Fitzfaerhert  aoi 

knowledged  her  opinions  perfectly  coin* 

cided  with  his.    The  inference  she  drev 

from,  the  adventure  tcas^  that  the  genttet 

man  in  question  must  certainly  be  ie« 

lated  to,  or  know  something  of  tbe  ft» 

mily  of  Miss  Dubois.     She  apologized 

to  Captain  Osborne  for  the  trouble  oc- 

casiDucd,    He  declared  tbe  trifling  ezer« 

tiou  was  a  pleasure !  adding,  he  ''  felt  as 

much  interest  for  the  fascinating  £Ile&i 


199 

ks  if  in  reality  a  sister.  She  is  one  by 
idoption;  and^  while  I  haTe  life,  will 
protect  and  be  a  brother,  to  her.  It  is 
the  duty  of  a  man  to  protect  the  friend- 
less; and  a  sailor's  feelings  on  such  an 
occasion  is  tremblingly  alive  to  the  im- 
pulse of  humanity'^  Seeing  Miss  Eitz*!* 
herbert  expected  he  would  proceed,  he 
b&wed,  .sayii^,  ^^  I  have  done,,  my  fair 
cousin,;,  it  is  evident  you  did  not  expect 
mdi  9i. protecting  stpeech  from  me;  and, 
perhaps*  I  ought  to  apologist  for  the 
warmth  with  which  I  have  expresed  my* 
BCirf,  while  Miss  Dubois  is  so  happy  as 
to, enjoy  your  protection ;  but  upon  my 
soul  I  meant,  no  harm."  Miss  Fitzher- 
bert  smilingly  held  out  her  hand,  and 
assured  him  her  silence  proceeded  from 
admiration  at  bis  animated  kindness, 
and  begged  leave  to  say  how  grateful 
she  felt  for  it,  as  any  favour  shown  her 
young  chai*ge  she  considered  an  obliga- 
tion conferred  on  herself.  It  was  now 
determined  that  advertisements  should 
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be  placed  in  all  the  fashionable  papers, 
bilightly  touching  the  Museum  scene, 
that  if  it  met  the  gentleman's  eye,  it 
might  lead  to  an  explanation.  The  ad- 
vertisement accordingly  appeared  in  all 
the  papers,  but  without  the  smallest 
success. 

Captain  Osborne  now  informed  Miss 
Fit/herbert,  that  he-had  brought  his  ser- 
vant on  shore  to  attend  her  commands; 
and  they  agreed,  it  would  be  proper  to 
send  hinf  with  a  note  to  each  of  the  far 
milies  she  wished  to  be  made  acquaints 
ed  with  it,  to  announce  her  arrival.   The 
man  was  accordingly  dispatched ;  first, 
to    Mr.   Norriugtou's,   in    Manchester* 
square,  then  to  Mr.  Skeffington's,  Upper 
Berkley  street;  and,  upon  his  return,  to 
call  at  Mr.  Blak clou's,   in  Cavendish- 
square.     At  Mr.  Norrington's,  he  was 
iiiforiued,    that    gentleman    was     gone 
abroad  upon  some  special  secret  com- 
misssioj).  that  was  likely  to  detain  him 
for  a  Ion*?  season:  thev  did  not  know 
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when  to  expect  him ;  that  his  lady  and 
daughter  had  also  accompaDied  him. 
From  Mr,  Skeffington's  tlie  message  was, 
that  he  had  lately  been  appointed  con- 
tractor, to  the  military,  in  one  of  the 
West  India  Islands,  and  was  then,  with 
his  family,  at  Portsmouth,  waiting  for  a 
wind  to  embark.  Mr.  Blak^ton,  who 
had  just  married  a  second  time,  was 
then  with  his  lady  at  Bath;  and  their 
retura  was  not  expected  till  April  or 
May. 

Captain  Osborne  now  warmly  urged 
her  goin;^  into  ^Qotland,  and  gii\'e  her  a 
letter  he.  had  received •  from   his  sister. 
U€!iijtPietta»  .  expressing  her  wishes.  ;a(n^l 
w^ontler  tbatl)he  had  not  yet  seen  her;. 
a4(..t(4r  brother,  had  written  upon  their, 
^rrival'in  the  Channel,  3ivhich  they  w^re 
uouie'ds^yB  in  getting  up.    Mjs/^  FItzher-i 
Ijejrtii^^y.' hesitated^  no  longer.     She  had 
SQHWUed,  as  far  a$  wa^  in  her  power,,  with . 
heFfffkthefs  la;st  inj unctions  ;  who  w.rsh* 
ed  her  to  come  tp  England,  partly  from  ^ 
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knowing  she  could  not  support  that  sita* 

atioii  in  life  into  i;vhich  she  had  been  isb- 

traduced  in   Halifax.     The  friends  he 

had  reckoned  upon  in  England  were  alt 

absent^  except,  indeed,  Mr.  BlaketODr 

but,  as  the  coanexion  had  been,  by  hi» 

first  wife,  she  cosld  not  expect  muek 

Tiow^  from,  his  notice  acid  protectioo.'-* 

Mr.  SkeSing-ton,  who -had  been  ondet 

great  obligations  to  her  Ibther,  siie  migh^ 

at  least,  she  hud  a  right  to  baveexpectcd 

attentiohs  from  ;.but  that  was  over  i-,  and 

the  kind-hearted  generous  Mr«  N6nring- 

ton,  (a&  she  had  always  hesurd  biflS'  it^ 

presented  by  her  fettfaei^)  wai^  qaitd  oat 

of  her  reach.     She  therefore.  omMO^ 

sioned  Osborne  to  i^onB  hi»  8]^tb^tlAl^ 

she  might  expect  to  see  ber  aad  £fiefr 

in  a  few  days  after  reeeiviog  his  letf^i.  * 

Clara  at  the  sanae  time  secretly  dMei^ 

mining  to  be  governed  by  eitwtmstttaoBt 

respecting  their  stay  with  Mrs^  O&bOHi^ 

^  hoping  she  should  findisdme  place^ift^lW 

neighboarheod^  where  ttiey  might  h&ft 
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not  propose  it  at  Broomhill.  This  she 
dared  not  even  hint  to  the  generous  Os- 
borne,who  had  almost  quarrelled  with  her 
for  proposing  a  remuneration  respecting 
their  passage  to  England.  This  obliga- 
tion, however,  she  determined  to  return, 
by  a  present  of  plat6  to  his  bride,  as  soon 
as  he  was  married. 

The  Major  now  came  in,  and  informed 
them  he  found  his  affairs  would  render 
it  necessary  for  him  to  go  into  Kent,  in- 
stead of  journeying  northward  ;  and 
that  he  must  set  out  in  a  few  days;  Tho 
proposed  plan  for  Miss  Fitzherbert  and 
£llen  was  then  mentiofied ;  and  he  re- 
gretted, as  being  better  than  none,  he 
said,  that  he  could  not  be  their  escort 
to  his  aid  gude  country. 

Captain  Osborne  earnestly  wished 
thettt  on  their  journey.  Its  he  saw  they 
ifrere  very  ineligibly  situated,  without 
dny  proper  sanction ;  especially  as  Mr. 
Mbiltitsturirt  had  farmed  an  acquaint- 
ance,  which  he  doubted  not  he  would 
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enclcavour  to  improve.  They  could  ap- 
pear uo  uliere  Avithout  being  noticed; 
and  to  be  seen  many  times  iii  coiripany 
Avith  young  iiieu  onljfy  would  be  an  es- 
sential injury.  Miss  Titzherbcrt,  who 
Lad  felt  all  this  powerfully,  told  him  she 
longed  to  set  out,  and  would  remain  ia 
liOndon  no  longer  tlian  Monday,  on  any 
account:  that  was  three  days  longer; 
but  »he  could  not  go  before,  as  she  had 
business  to  transact  at  the  Bank. 

Captain  Osborne  did  not  arrive  to  pay 
his  respects  the  next  morning  till  neat 
two  o clock;  and  then  looked  so  very, 
grave,  that  Clara,  alarmed,  earnestly 
enquired,  "  What  misfortune  had  oc- 
curred ?" "    Nothiflg,"   he    replied: 

"  Why  do  you  ask  ?" "  Because  your 

countenance  seemed  to  announce  some-^ 
thing  terrible." "  In  truth,  I  am  unfor- 
tunate in  disguitjing  my  feelings,  which 
in  this  case,"  observed  Osborne,  "  ought 
to  have  been  very  different;  as  what 
made  me  look  grave,  would,  I  imagiue, 
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ve  made  thousands  ready  to  dance  and 
»g  with  joy*  The  truth  i8,  Clara,  that 
liave  this  moniing  made  an  a^ieeinent 
hich  will  keep  nie  some  time  from 
issy  and  all  my  friends :  it  is,  however 
advantageous,  that  as  I  am  situated, 
would  have  been  madness  to  decline 
But  you  must  inform  them,  for  really 
lave  not  courage  yet,,  that  it  is  for  two 
ars,  certain, — three,  conditionally,  with 
t  even  time  for  a  farewell  visit.  Jessy 
11  think  I  have  quite  deserted  her^" 
listljug  away  a  long  heavy  sigh  ;  "  but 
edoes  not  know  me,  if  she  deems  me, 
pable  of  that ;  or  1  would  not  have. 
Listed  myself  with  my.  fascinatipg  cou- 
!)."  She  had  no  time  to  reply,  for.he- 
pidly  went  on: — "  My  whole  heart  is 
irs ;  and  it^  is  principally  on  h^r  ac- 
»unt,  I  go ;  for  I  shall  so  arrange  my* 
!airs,  that  if  we  never  meet  naore,!' 
sing  hastily,  his  voice  for  a  moment 
ieringj,  "  she  will  have  a  genteel  in- 
pendent  sufficiency,  without  lessening 


206 

my  paternal  inheritance.  But  if  I  iknuU 
escape  all  the  perils  I  may  have  to  eo- 
couater  from  the  enemy,  aiid  rude  Bo* 
reasy  then,.  I  hope  we  may  all  enjoy  the 
sunshine  together.  And  now,"  snatch- 
ing up  his  hat,,  with  assumed  guety^^ 
"  Farewell,  for  the  present,  my  fair  cou- 
sin ;  I  will  call  in  the  evening,  to  atteiid 

you  to  the  theatre: Nay,  no  denial; 

I  Jiave  taken  places,  which  yOtt  w91 
send  Harry  to  keep ;  and  give  hiin  this 
paper,  if  you  please.  We  will  be  nafiir 
shionable,  and  go  early :.  it  will  be  t 
world  of  wonder  to  Ellen."  Then  bum- 
ining  Rule  Britannia,  he  hastened  awi^. 

The  Major  being  out,  Clara  and  Ellen. ' 

• 

diiied  alone,  and  were  sitting  waiting  for 
Osborne,  when  the  door  was  suddenly 
opened  by  a  gentleman,  who  ejtcIaiDied,. 
•'  What  celestial  notes  were  tbesfc  t 
heard!"  they  were  both  silent,  and sdiM 
pecting  he  had  mistaken  the  rooiii,  lie 
^as  g6ifrg,  saying,  "  1  heg  your  ^AotC 
^Hn  eiara,  tttrning  rtfd&ti,  her  htt  WKi 
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his  view,  and  he  immediately  exclaimed, 
advancing  towards  her,  *^  Miss  Fitzher- 
bert,  by  all  that's  lovely!  Or,  must  I, 
(tlie  powers  of  Love  forbid !)  call  you  by 

another  name?'* "  Major  Montrose,  I 

llope,  is  well/'  said  Clara,  bowing,  as 
ftbe  half  rose  to  receive  him,  without  no- 
Vicing  his  enquiry;  sadly  vexed  to  be 
discovered  by  this  gay  man  at  an  inn 
itith  Ellen  only,  particularly  as  she  per- 
ceived, he  had   drank  freely. ''  To 

trfaat  lucky  chance,"  he  aeked,  ''  AW$ 
indebted  for  this  interview,  after  so  Idng 
an  absence  ?  Are  you  here  al&ne  ?  Afi  f 
No !  I  see  ai  sister  grace  with  you.  What 
SawH)  will  ye  not  make  when  you  both 
come  out!  'Pon  my  honour,  I  should 
as  soon  have  thought  of  meeting  Venu^ 
hersdf,  attended  by  one  of  the  graces.** 
**  I' did  not,  indeed,  tliink  of  meetiil^ 
Major  Montrose,"  said  Clkra,  who  witb 
^fllenlty  forbore  sighing,  in  recollecting^ 
tbat  the  last  time  she  had  seen  hi  or,  was 
inkcofti^any  with  IMfontague;'"  neithfer 
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did  I  at  fii^st  recollect  you,"  she  added 

i:o<)lls, "  Criurl  chariuer!"  he  cried: 

*'  l)iit  LlicU  face,"  looking:  eanieiftiy  at 
her,  "  oijce  seen,  is  not  easily  for^otteo. 
jMy  <;ood  stars  surely  have  had  tlieirin- 
tlueuee  in  brin(;in;;  you  to  JBngland;  but 
1  have  yvl  to  learn,  uhat  lucky -fate  pre* 
sided  on  this  day,  restoring  you,  iuall 
your    lovehness,    to    bless    luy    eyest 
Biiglitly,  surely,  did  my  destiny  s6edit» 
influence! — Do  you  not  think  so?— Da 
you  believe,  that  our  plaoets  iuilueace 
us-r    What  else,  inde^<]l,.coi</d'  have  pro?i 
duced  such  a  coincidence?"  ,  He  paused. 
for  a  reply. — 7"  I  really  think,  you  might  ' 
with  propriety  be  calJeci  planet-»<truckr 
observed  Ctara,  tired  with  hisnoDbensev 
her  patience  exhausted  with  iisteiuiig  to- 
such^  a   complete  rhapsoily;  *.*  L  know, 
this  is  Major  Montrose's  usual  stile," 

"  You  are  right;  it  must  he  ever  80^ 
when  with  }ou,  for  you  are  my  inspiring* 
genius!'  Lookiii^  at  him^  to  see  whe- 
ther this  was  meant  satirically;  but,  re^. 
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irking  no  traces,  save  those  of  stiipi- 
ty  and  folly  in  liis  countenance,  Clara 
ily  said,  "  If  that  was  the  case,  she 
IS  sorry  she  did  not  produce  a  better 
feet;"  when,  to  her  j^^rrat  rolief,  Os- 
irne  joined  thera. — "  Major  Montrose, 
iptain  Osborne ;"  the  gentlemen  bowed. 
The  Major  then  told  him,  that  by 
e  luckiest  accident  in  the  world,  he 
d  met  w;ith  an  old  acquaintance  in 
Lss  Fitzherbert,  whom  he  bad,  most 
lexpectedly^  been  so  superlatively 
ppy  as  to  discover,  when  he  least 
ought  of  it;  having  entered  the  room 
lere  she  was,  instead  of  that  he  w  as  in 
arch  of,  where  he  expected  to  have 
et  a  gentleman  with  whom  he  bad 
ade  an  appointment;  and  hearing  some 
le  singing,  the  voice  had  drawn  him  on 
istily;  and  this,  in  conclusion,  brought 
liss  Fitzherbert  to  his  view. 
Osborne  made  no  reply;  and  the 
ffajor  was  sufficiently  himself  to  see, 
hat  he  could  not,  with  any  propriety, 
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prolong  hiis  stay»  a^  he  found  they  were 
going  out ;  anU^  Montrose  was,  in  fact, 
perfectly  the  gentleman,  though  very 
fond  of  making  himself  ridiculous  ^h&n 
in  ^^omipany  with  ladies  onlif.  A£tef 
hopiiQg  Miss  Fitzherhert  meant  to  pass 
the  winter  in  town,  and  that  he  fi&ould 
be  permitted  tiiie  honour  of  attending  her 
Ireqaeutly  ;  adding,  with  her  permiflsioat 
he  would  have  the  felicity  of  calliiig 
tgain  very  soon,  he  took  leave,  to  the 
joy  of  :tbe  ivhole  party. 

As  they  were  geing  to  the  thestn^ 
Osborae  rallied  Clara  upon  her  con- 
quests; and  rejoiced  to  think  skewoiAd 
80  soon  be  under  tlie  respectable  proteo- 
tton  of  kis  venerable  parent,  who,  he 
ksew,  would  esteem  iier  an  added  h\e»^ 
sing ;  Henrietta,  and  bis  Jessy^  be  wm 
sure  woulil  love  her  as  a  sister,  and 
Ellen  interest  and  amuse  them. 

Osborne  informed  Clara  he  had  met 
Mr.  Mountstuart  after  they  parted  in. 
the  BBorningi  and  received  bis  card#  for. 
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which  he  was  doubtless  iodebted  to  her. 
Hp  had,  indeed,  pressed  an  acquaint' 
iince,  and  mentioned  Bloomfield,  en^ 
quidng  if  it  was  Captain  Bloamfield,  of 
Severn  Dale ;  that  the  name  had  struck 
him,  as  he  had  once  been  acquainted 
:i¥ith  him.  ''  You  have  Iieard,"  he  conti* 
imed  of  the  unfortunate  Lady  Lucy 
Mountstuart,  whose  story  was,  indeed, 
but  too  generally  known."  Osborne  had| 
indeed,  heard  of  the  afiair,  but  made  no 
vejfly  I  Bud  he  contioiiiad,  '^  It  was  with 
JNoomfield^  of  S«vera  Pale,  that  sk^ 
Vffed  for  fiome  years,  what  the  disoii^as 
of  Mary  Woolstoncroft;  denominate  the 
life  of  lionour.  As  sh^  happened  to  be 
my  relatioii,  I  own  I  should  be  tempted 
to  call  liim  to  tax  aecoimt,  were  we  to 
meet  Not  that,  to  do  him  ju^ice  (from 
what  I  could  learn  of  the  affair),  he  was 
to  blame.  I  have  every  reason  to  be* 
lievG,  he  did  not  seek  her;  or^in  any 
way  deceive  her;  and  there  are  but  few 
of  us,  I  faucy,  Osborne,  if  a  filte  gid  mil 
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4ljrow  herself  into  onr  arms,  would"  have 
cruelty  enough  to  refuse  o»^  protectioht 

She    is    now    dead;    but   the    disgrace 

•  ■  •  ■  • 

brought  upon  the  family,  died  not  with 
her.  I  cannot  forget  ffhe  l^ore  tne  name 
of  Mountstnart."  Osbonie  was  con- 
cerned to  hear  this,  hut  forbore  making 
aiiy  remark;  he  knew  vot  before  the 
name  of  the  gentleman  with  whom  Lady 

Monntrtuart  lived;  ^-     .'    ' 

....        •  ■ 

'  When  set  dowri*  at -the  theatre,  they 
found  a  6rowd  assembled  fber^,  ieii  their 
Majesties  were  exp^6ted^  anctiKtHil&of 
the  favourite  p&rforrAl^ps  in' the  piece.  At 
length,  however,  they  reached- their  box. 
Miss  Fitzherbert's  appearance  was  sim- 
ply elegant;  had  l^he  for  months  studied 
the  becoming,  she  could  not  have  been 
more  successful ;  '  /  ■ 
• 

"ThougliUcss  of  beauty,  she  was  beauty's  self."- 

Clara,  however,  was  not  particularly 
distinguished;  as  she  wore  no  rouge, 
her  complexion  was  too  delicate  to  at«> 
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tract  iixiniediate  observation.  But,  wben 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  lirst  act  »he  rose 
to  take  a  survey  i\i  the  house,  her  tiue 
form,  aijd  that  easy  gracefulness  by 
>yhich  she  was  'so.  mi^ch  distinguished, 
reudereij  their  box  the  point  of  attrac- 
tion; and  as  tl)e,house\vas  much  crowd- 
d^d,  and  almost  unpleasantly  warm,  the 
heighttrned  glow  on  her  cheek  made 
art  altoijether  unnecessary.  About  the 
middle  of  the  second  act,  ^Ir.  Mount- 
stuart  entered,  with  a  large-  party,  the 
op^f)site  bo.v,  and  ^.oqu  d/;:)tipguished  the 
l(jijY|;ly  strangers.  As  he  caught  Clara's 
eye,  he  paid  his  complinj<^nts;  when, 
"  Who  are  thev  ?  Who  are  they  ?"  was 
the  enquiry  or'  all  the  beaux  m  his  party; 
whil>t  he  contented  himself  w ith  saying, 
they  were  two  fadies  from  America. 

The  entertainment,  which  was  a  pan- 
tomime, was  particularly  gratifying  to 
Ellen.  In  one  of  the  scenes  lighted 
torches  were  introduced;  and  the  house 
was  suddenly  after  alarmed  by  the  cry  of 
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and  hoplBg  they  should  hav«  no  more 
j^largiis,  he  bowed  and  withdrew^  with 
his  relation, ^hoia  he  had  introduced  as 
Mr.  George  Mouutstuart.  AH  was  now 
tranquil:  the  after-piece  went  on,  and 
Ellen,  who  had  forgotten  her  fright, 
w^ished  it  might  last  all  night.  Clara 
bad  beeu  too  much  agitated  not  to  re- 
joice, when  it  concluded;  and.  as  Cap- 
tain Osborne  was  leading  her  out,  Ellen 
pointed  out  to  them  the  strange  geytle- 
man,  who  had  in^pressed  •Iter  imagina- 
tion as  being  mad.  It  was,  indeed,  Mon- 
trose, talking  and  laughing  loud,  with  an 
officer,  and  two  bold  lookuig  women,  iii 
the  green  boxes.  Clara  heartily  rejoiced 
he  had  not  joineiy;hem,  and  with  a  thank- 
ful heart,  in  having  escaped  the  threaten- 
ed danger,  was  set  down  once  more  jj^ 
.Fetter  Lane. 
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More  elegantly  touched. 
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BE    COURCY^ 


CHAPTER  I. 


Heaven  first  taught  letters  for  some;  wretch's  ai^ 
Some  banah'd  lover,  or  some  captive  maid." 

vote. 

When  Clara  called  on  Mr.  Sau* 
ritzy's  agent,  she  was  agreeably  sur- 
prised to^  find,  that,  by  the  fortunate 
puiff  base  he  had  lately  made  for  her  in 
the  stocks,  she  was  likely  to  be  a  consi- 
derable gainer ;  and  that  she  would  have 
enough  for  herself  And  Ellen  for  some 
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years  to  come,  without  at  all  dimiuisli* 
ing  what  she  considered  their  capital. 

This  was  the  last  day  of  their  remain* 
ing  in  London;  their  places  were  already 
taken ;  and,  it  had  been  agreed,  if  they 
found  themselves  much  fatigued,  they 
should  remain  a  night  on  the  road,  and 
pursue  their  journey,  in  the  next  coach. 
This  consideration  they  owed  to  Os- 
borne ;  who  expected  soon  to  sail ;  and 
Major  Perth  had  already  left  town. 

Before  Captain  Osborne-  took  leave 
this  evening,  he  begged  a  few  minutes 
private  conversation.  Clara,  a  little 
amused  at  the  lover-like  request,  dls« 
missed  Ellen  to  bed.  Osborne,  then 
said,  he  flattered  himself  his  interest  with 
her  was  sufficient  to  make  it  unnecessary 
to  detain  her  long;  but  he  had  made 
a  promise  in  her  name,  which  depended 
upon  her  to  ratify.  Would  she,  tj^o, 
oblige  a  sailor  to  forfeit  his  word  ? — He 
must,  in  that  case,  answer  for  it  at  the 
point  of  his  sword,  be  told  her,  smiling. 


Clara  now  enquired,  what  it  could 
possibly  be?  telling  him  she  felt  alarmed 
by  the  preface. 

"  That  you  will  read  this  letter,"  he  re- 
plied, giving  her  one  that  \\e  held  in  his 
hand ;  "  but  1  was  not  to  leave  you  in 
ignorance  respecting  the  writer,  if  in- 
deed he  now  lives,*'  he  added,  with  a 
sigh;  "  it  is  from  Bloomfield." 

Miss  Fitzherbert's  agitation  increased. 
She  had  involuntarily  heldout  h^r  hand 
for  the  letter,  which  she  had  almost  re- 
ceived ;  but  she  now  drew  it  back  again, 
nndetermined,  Captain  Osborne  put  it 
on  the  table,  saying  earnestly,  **  Do  you 
then  refuse  me,  Clara?" — —She  paused 
a  moment : — ^**  No ;  certainly,'^  she  re- 
sumed, "  1  icill  read  the  letter," "  A 

thousand  thanks  in  Bloomfield's  name  !" 
cried  Osborne;  "  who  some  time,  1  hope, 
gallant  excellent  fellow,  "  may  repeat 
tbem  himself;  and,"  kissing  her  tiand, 
**  repeat  this  also." 

Clara  felt  disturbed  in  having  com- 
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pHecI :  **  but  how  could  I  have  acted 
othenvise?"  she  asked  herself ;  "I  hope 
it  will  iioj  render  an  answer  necessary : 
Alas !  to  poor  Bloomfield,  it  may  now 
be  immaterial  r  and  the  tear  glistened 
in  her  eye,  from  presaging  recollection*. 

Her  hand  trembled  as  she  broke  the 
seal  of  the  letter,  which  was  a  repetition 
of  love  and  fidelity,  trust,  hope,  confi- 
dence, doubt,  and  despair.  Distantly 
hinting  at  his  situation,  which  appeared 
to  be  affluent,  he  informed  her,  that  the 
.family  mansion  (Severn  Dale,)  bow  oc- 
cupied by  servants  only,  was  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bristol;  and  how 
happy  he  should  have  been,  if  she  visit- 
ed that  part  of  England  while  he  was 
abroad,  in  the  honour  of  introducing 
her  to  some  distant  relations  of  his,  who 
at  present  resided  in  that  neighbourhood^ 
but  he  durst  not  venture  to  makk  the 
proposal  when  they  parted,  lest  she 
should  think  him  too  presuming. 

He  then  went  on  to  say,  that  the  prin- 
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cipal  occasion  of  his  addressing  her  at 
present,  be  scarcely  knew  how  to  intro- 
duce:— it  was  an  affair  of  delicacy, 
which  it  would  require  her  utmost  lenity 
to  pardon  his  mentioning,  even  distantly, 
to  her;  yet  he  wished  her  (were  it  but 
to  a  friend,  to  be  acquainted  with  every 
lieading  particular  of  his  life;  and  feeling 
bimself  bound  in  honour,  after  what  he 
Iiad  dared  to  aspire  to,  he  would  have 
no.  concealnients,  nor  shrink  from  the 
painful  self-imposed  task.  She  could 
BOt.  have  forgotten  a  little  flaxen-haired 
boy,  whom  she  had  occasionally  honour- 
ed with  her  notice: — that  boy  bad  a 
claim  upon  liim,  of  the  strongest  kind, 
which  he  never  would  forget.  To  de- 
scribe his  sensations,  when  Clara,  one 
day  kissing  him,  called  him  a  lovely 
child,  was  altogether  impossible.  His 
unfortnnate  mother  was  no  more ! — but 
one  consolatory  thought  had  ever  at- 
tended him,  that  he  had  never,  in  any 
respect,  deceived  her,  from  the  com- 


mencement  of  their  acquaiatance.  H^ 
was  neither  a  seducer  or  a  villa^p;  he 
had  not  even  pretended  a  regard,  which 
he  did  not  feel ;  and  he  had  never  goj:ie 
beyond  the  friendship  and  gratitude  he 
owed  to  a  very  beautiful  young  woman, 
who  had  voluntarily  distinguished  him 
with  an  undeserved  preference :— — thatf 
had  she  lived,  he  never  would  have 
thought  of  marrying,  as  he  would  not 
have  deserted  her,  howevejr  painful  the 
sacrifice  might  have  proved.  He  had 
promised  ever  to  be  a  father  to  the  boy, 
and  he  would  keep  his  word ; — ^he  was 
amply  provided  for,  and  he  felt  for  him 

m 

a  father's  love "  His  mother — but 

pardon  me,  Miss  Fitzherbert, — pardon 
me,  Madam, — I  will  only  add,  his  unfor- 
tunate mother,  I  believe,  became  the 
victim  of  those  feelings,  that  a  deviatiou 
from  the  path  she  had  early  trodden, 
produced;  and  from  which  I  could  not 
shield  her. 

"  I  have  now,  in  some  measure,  re*. 


lieved  my  heart  from  a  heavy  load  ;  and 
will  detain  you  no  longer,  only  to  say, 
that  I  hope  you  will  occasionally  permit 
me  to  address  yoi>;  which,- unless  you 
are  cruel  enough  absolutely  to  forbid,  1 
certainly  shall  do.— 'Tis  my  only  conso- 
latory thought  in  absence! — Drive  me 
not,  then,  to  deeds  of  desperation,  which 
your  refusal  to  receive  my  letters  would 

do. Dearest,  loveliest  of  your  sex ! 

the  only  woman  I  ever  did^  ever  can  love, 
poor  is  this  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
seeing  you ! — Alas  !  when  you  receive  it 
seas  will  roll  between  us! — Distracting 
thought !— — I  will  not,  however,  request 
you  to  write  at  present ;  I  dread  lest 
some  such  cruel  sentence  should  be  in- 
flicted upon  me,  as—*  Think  no  more  of 
me,  Bloomfield !' — Ah !  then,  Clara,  I 
must  cease  to  live,  and  this  tumultuous 

heart  will  be  at  peace ! Sui'ely,  si\fely, 

if  my  stay  abroad  should  be  prolonged, 

Tyou  will  bless  me,  by  tracing  io  your  own 

dear  band,  some  such  language  as  this  ; 
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» 

*  Bloomfielc),  yoitr  life  is  of  value  to  your 
friends ; — throw  it  not  needlessly  away  T 
and,  Clara,  would  you  add  those  little 
words, — *  it  is  of  value  to  «ieA— thea 
would  existence  dawn»  then  would  life 
be  valuablei  to 

**  BLOOMriELD.'* 

Clara  certainly  did  not  enjoy  so  sweet 
t  sleep  after  perusing  Bloomfield's  let* 
ter,  as  she  was  wont  to  do :  it  produced 
a  variety  of  feelings  that  fpr^some  time 
banierhed  repose;  and  when  she  went 
down  in  the  nH>rning, 'at  a  later  hour 
than  usua1»  she  found  Osborne  already 
there.  This  was  the  last  day  they  were 
to  see  each  other,  for  a  long  season,  and 
they  passed  it  with  a  kind  of  melancholy 
pleasure,  remaining  at  home  till  evening, 
devoting  the  moments  to  friend^ip,  that 
dearest  blessin^;  in  human  life. ' 

The  coach  at  length  di'ove  to  the  door^.. 
and  Osborne  placed  his  lovely  wards  in*  i  ' 
it,  after  many  charges  and  messages  had 
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been  given,  and  many  painful  adieus  ex 
changed;  and  they  left  London,  with 
only  one  female  companion,  whom  they 
found  in  the  coach,  and  who  was  to 
leave  it  at  the  place  where  they  had  de* 
termined,  if  they  stopped  at  all  on  the 
road,  to  stay  all  night. 

Osborue- was  sorry,  not  long  after  he 
had^  quitted  Ckira  and  Eilen,  to  meet 
Mountstuart,  who  had  just  called  at 
JPetter-Iane,  and  was  informed  the  ladies 
ivere  gone.  He  was  half  inclined  to 
quarrel  with  Osborne  for  not  iuforming 
faim  they  were  going ;  and  made  many 
inquiries,  which  obliged  Osborne  to  con- 
fess that  they  were  on  the  road  to  Scot* 
land,  and  in  what  conveyance.  Mount- 
stnart  vowed  he  had  a  great  mind  .to  set 
out  after  them,  looking  most  spitefully ' 
at  Osborae,  who  he  wondered  could 
possibly  sufi^r  them  to  travel  alone,  and 
IB  a  public  conveyance  too! — But,  pre- 
sently recollecting  that  it  must  be  with 
Osborne's  concurrence,  if  he  obtained 
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any  acquaintance  with  his  family,  he 
soon  recovered  his  u^iaL  strain  of  easy 
gaiety,  where  he  felt  it  so  much  his  in- 
terest to  be  conciliated;  for  hitherto 
there  had  been  no  friendly  intercourse  ;: 
and  the  elder  Mr.  Mounts  tuart,  on  whose 
character  dark  suspicion  loured,  for 
many  an  evil  deed  committed  in  bis 
youth,  at  an  estate  far  remote,  in  one  or 

t  the  Western  Isles,  which  principally 
owned  him  for  its  laird^.  being  little 
song*bt  by  his.  inferior  neighbours^  "was 
not  likely  to  render'  it  ea&y  to.  bring  it 
about;  l^any  years  had  however,  no w . 
elapsed,  in  which  Mountstuart  appeared 
to  tead  a  regular  respectable  life :  but 
stitt  his  jE^ni/^  kept  both  humbler  life  and 
modest  manners  at  a  distance.? — Say, 
what  man  ^f  soul,  and  such  alone  boasta 
true  nobility^  can  tamely  bear  the  proud 
man's  contumely — ^his  pigmy  greatness^ 
Melcombe,  sensible  his  father's  vsxwkT- 
ners  were  repulsive,  and  that  his  society 

was  rather  shunned  than  sought^  knew 
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ing  of  the  hints  that  had  been  sftread 
ad,  to  his  disadvantage.  Some  im- 
^ct  rumours  had  reached  his  mother's 
which  she  always  either  affected 
lisbelieve,  or  treated  the  report 
.proud  contemptuous  ridicule ;  for 
.   Mountstuart,    though  possessing 

2  amiable  qualifications,  had  her  full 

3  of  haughty  self-sufficiency.    Their 
son,   Arthur,    took   the  name  of 

:ombe,  from  their  principal  estate 
5  so.  called.     He  was  perfectly  well 

and  insinuating  in  his  address,  his 
1  highly  cultivated  by  an  intimate 
laintance  with  the  best  authors,  an- 
I  and  modern  ;  and  was  as  amiable 
lost  fashionableyoung  nien  : — at  the 
3  time,  truth  obliges  us  to  admit,  he 
possessed  a  large  proportion  of  his 
ler's  haughtiness.  The  raiarriage  of 
>arents  had  been  formed  upon  that 

of  Gothic  barbarism,  interest ;  bu(; 
Melcombe  Mountstuart  was  fully 
rmined  the  love  of  riches  should 
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never  influence  his  decision  in  tlie  choice 
of  a  woman  he  wa«  to  "  love  and  che- 
rishy''  &c.  Hence,  we  presume^  arose 
the  attention  he  paid  our  fair  travellers. 
Miss  Fitzherbert's  arrival  was  daily 
anticipated^  with  s^U  the  eagerness  of 
youthful  expectation  by  Henrietta,  while 
Clara  continued  her  weary  way,  envying 
every  one  who,  perhaps,  for  a  short  dis- 
tance,  got  into  the  coach,  and  were  set 
down  again  at  some  dear  spot  they 
could  call  their  home;  ^wber^^  she 
figured  to  herself,  a  husband  or  wife» 
perhaps^  running  to  the  door  to  receive 
them,  a  groupe  of  happy  children  climb* 
ing  their  knees,  and  throwing  their  litUe 
arms  fondly  round  the  neck,  anticipating 
the  kiss  of  parental  affection.  '^  Dear 
domestic  ideas l-^-Sweet  home!  only 
seat  of  true  and  genuine  happiness  T 
She  mentally .  repeated  ; 

^'  Oh,  happy  state ! — Ob,  intevcoiurse  divine  I^- 
^  Endeariog  ties,  which  never  nnst  be  vAatf* 
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ut  bad  she  attended  these  envied  beingir 
their  homes,  she  might  have  found, 
H^iaps,  a  very  diffierent  scene,  and  that 
e  £iincied  picture  ot  her  vivid  imagina^ 
m  was  greatly  overdrawn.  Thus  will 
ever  be  :-'-slighting  the  blessings  we 
issess,  we  pursue  a  phantpm. 
In  the  next  coach,  their  companions 
ere  a  sailor,  the  captain  of  a  coaster, 
id  a  person  who  belonged  to  a  com* 
my  i>t  equestrians,  then  at  Newcas- 
)j  exhibiting  feats  of  horsemanship. 
As  every  one  &as  an  equal  right  t& 
loose  their  place  in  a  stage,  coach,  the 
dlor,  who  got  in  before  the  rider,^1seated 
mself  next  JSUen,  and  very  familiarly 
at  his  arm  i-ound  her  waist;  which, 
otwithstaitding  all  her  fidgetdag,  she 
>ald  not  :get  rid  of.  He  did  not  meaa 
>  be  troublesome ;'  but  those  who  travel 
^  (tages,  are  liable  to  much  impertif> 
enqe.  He  swore  she  was  the  prettiest 
SB  he  ever  saw,  though  he  had  been 
Qj^OBt  all  the  world  over.    **  Is  she  your 


leister,  ma^am?''  to  Clara,  whose  modest 
dignity,  ia  general-  enforced  respectful 
distance.  She  civilly  told  him,  "  No;" 
*^  and  she  ben't  your  daughter,  I'm  sure; 
for  she's  too  old ;  and,  though  ydu've  got 
a  main  pretty  face,  it's  not  like  hers ;  so 
I  suppose  youVe  nought  akin."    Clara 

m 

made  no  reply.  **  Well,  I  wish  I  was 
going  to  Newcastle,  to  take  care  of  her,*' 
but  I  stop  short."  The  other  passengeP* 
was  not  troublesome;  indeed,  he  meauCf 
to  be,  and  thought  be  was, 'very  polite, 
handing  his  otto  of  roses  frequently  to 
the  ladies ;  which,  he  said,  was  given 
to  him  by  one  of  the  suite  of  the  Turkish 
ambassador.  Clara  spoke  as  little  as 
possible,  merely  to  be  civil ;  and  without 
any  incident  occurring  worth  noticing, 
they  arrived  at  Edinburgh,  from  whencre 
they  pursued  their  journey  next  day  in 
the  diligence  to  the  Queen's  Ferry.  This 
was  a  delightful  ride,  as  the  weather 
was  fine.  In  crossing  the  passage,  the 
scene  is  highly  picturesque,  and  inte- 
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resting.    The  ^hore,  on  ope  side,  pre- 
senting Lord  Murray's  domain ;  on  the 
other,  the  Earl  of  Hopetonn's;  whilst 
some  islands,  near  which  they  passed^ 
lay  scattered  on  the  bosom  of  the  deep : 
Xeith  roads,  and  the  shipping  in  distant 
view,  crowned  by  the  green-clad  moun- 
tains ofFifeshire,  completed  the  picture* 
Immediately  they  landed,  Clara  took. 
t)ie  stage  to  Perth,  On  her  arrival  at 
which  place,  a.  chaise  being  ordered,  a 
few  hours  conveyed  them  .to  the  eheer- 
ful  habitation  of  the  respectable  Mrs* 
Osbornre  (who,  prepared  by  her  son,  gave* 
tbem  a  maternal  welcome),  and  to  the 
avms  of  the  affectionate  Henrietta.   Nor 
ygiBB  the  regard  on  any  side  ever  forfeited; 
which,  from  the  first  meeting,  was  mu- 
tually felt  by  all.     Every  thing  was  soon 
agreed,  to  the  entire  satisfaction'  of  the 
parties^  for  their  continuiiig  at  Broom- 
kill,  for  Mrs.' Osborne  sufltered  tto  fake 
pride  to  prevent  her  receiving  Miss  Fitz- 
fcerbert  upon  her  own  terms;  and  she 
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felt  it  both  her  inclination  and  duty  to 
become  her  protectress,  as  Miss  Fitsher- 
bert's  youth  and  beauty  made  it  so  de- 
sirable, so  necessary  'for  her  to  find  one. 
Mrs.  Osborne's  theory  and  practice  were 
the  sataie ;  her  rule  was  to  let  no  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  good  escape  unimprovecL 
The  place,  Clara  thought,  was  well 
called  Broom-hill ;  for,  excepting  a  few 
fields  they  had  cultivated,  a  garden  and 
small  pleasure  ground,  which  surround- 
ed the  house,  the .  place  evevy  where 
abounded.  With  Ibis  gay  yellow  flower. 
Glara.  did  not  dislike  it ;  she  had  a  taster 
for  tjhe  simple  uncultivated  hand  of  Na4i 
ture.  As  the  season  advanced,  she 
If  atched  the  bees  extracting  the  liquid. 
sheets,  which  seemed  to  give  anin^atioa. 
to  her  pleasure;  nor  would  sht  hsive  ex- 
changed the  Acene  for  ''  Cities,  awl  the 
busy  hum  pf  jueo/'  At  the  foQl  ^  the 
bill  gurgled  «  s«n«tll  clear  brook,  by 
which  they  fr^f^uently  wandered  iv  the 

sttffiutejr  npionMiSi  ftnd  apcowpanifsd  by 
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Jessy,  would  remain  for  hours  uiiderihe 
sheltering  branches  of  some  tflil  firs, 
^here  the  mossy  seats  had  been  raised 
by  Osborne,  while  yet  a  boy.  Here^ 
taking  their  books  or  their  pencil,  and 
sometimes  sending  Jessy's  harp,  they 
never  found  the  time  hang  heavily.  Many 
a  sigh  was  sent  to  friends  far  away^  and 
many  a  wish  that  they  would  retij^rn^ 
and  join  them.  *'  And  protect  us  (Jessy 
would  say),  in  expk)ring  the  old  runious 
castle,"  which  lay  about  half  a  mile  from 
thence,  in  a  very  sequestered  situation, 
and  which  they  longed  to  visit.  "  Why, 
not?"  said  Clara,  there  can  be  nothing  to' 
feart"  endeavouring  to  inspire  the  rest 
with  courage,  from  being  fearless  herself, 
Jessy  was  too  timid: — this  sweet  girl 
\i'as  much  beloved  by  IMiss  Fitzherbert, 
not  only  for  herself,  but  for  Osbomfe'fir 
sake,  in  whose  happiness  Clara  was 
greatly  interested.  In  wiqter,  the  cheer* 
lu)  fire,  l)lazing  on  the  hearth,  attracted 
the  domestic  circle;  and  whilst  tbey^ 
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watched  the  distant  traveller,  contend* 
log  with  the  storm^  as  he  journeyed  over 
the  hill,  which  rose  above  them,  related 
the  tale  of  other  times,  which  supersti- 
tion clothed  with  fancied  terrors,  when 
this  far  more  dreary  wante  led  to  no  hos- 
pitable dwelling.  Thus,  in  tranquil  se- 
renity, pat^sed  upwards  of  three  years, 
Ellen  was  now  nearly  sixteen,  and  rose 
somewhat  above  the  middle  size,  though 
not  sufficiently  to  distinguish  her  ati 
being  tall ;  just  that  height  where  grace 
and  dignity  unite,  without  giving  an  idea 
of  the  majestic.  Her  features  were 
rather  small,  except  her  eyes,  which  were 
beautiful^  and  that  fascinating  something 
in  her  face  which  gave  a  character  and 
expression,  which,  otherwise,  the  exact 
symmetry  of  her  features  would  have 
wanted;  tliin  rendered  her  beauty  im- 
pressive and  powerful.  Miss  Fitzher- 
bert  s  most  interesting  and  happy  hours 
were  passed  in  the  cultivation  of  this 
lovely  blossom^    She  also  received  les*- 
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Clara,  iu  endeavpuring  to  improve  her 
xinderstanding,  and  implant  the  prin-' 
ciples  of  piety  and  virtue  in  the  heart  of 
her  pupil,  which  she  considered  as  the 
jEimajtia/ parts  of  education;  (as  an  auto« 
maton  may  exhibit  all  the  oraameutal-^r* 
and  many  liw^  ones  there  eertainly  are,) 
did  not  forget  to  recommend  the  active 
duties  of  charity  and  benevolence.  One 
day,  thinking  of  M arsland,  with  a  sigh; 
•he  warmly  enforced  the  necesgity  of 
avoiding  platonic  friendship,  particularly 
v^ith  married  men,  which  was,  she  ob» 
served,  but  in  e;eneral  a  softer  name  for 
illicit  love;  where,  though  the  person 
niay  remain  pure,  the  mind  is  fatally  con- 
tauiinated.  "  J  wish»  by  no  means," 
continued  she,  ^^  to  exclude,  esteem  and 
sisterly  regard.  But,  shun  idleness,  iuy 
dear  girl,  and  half  your  difficulties  will 
be  removed ;  particularly  in  seasons  of 
trial  and  distress.  Hemember,  it  is  the 
indolent  who  invite  despair ;  while  exeN 
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(ion  repels  the  encroachments  of  sorrow, 
and  restores  the  best  energies  of  the 
mind.^  Thongh  freely  disposed  to  allow 
all  the  merit  due*  to  works  of  genius^  and 
far  from  wishing  her  pupil  a  prude,  yet 
she  knew  thai  the  mind  of  youth  is  easily 
warped  by  soph-stry;  and,  when  onoe 
tarnished,  the  first  clear  Instre  of  purity 
can  nerer  be  wholly  rest<ired.  But  she 
said  little  as  possible  on  the  subject,, 
lest  a  too  strong  prohibition  slkHild  ex* 
cite  cnriobity ;  only  remarking,  that  there 
is  an  inherent  dignity^  a  refinement  o# 
of  modesty,  in  the  heart  of  the  woman 
truly  virtuous,  that,  like  the  sensitive 
plant,  shrinks  from  the  approach  of  those 
subjects,  which  must  injure  its  purity. 

During  this  period,  Miss  Fitzherbert, 
to  her  friends,  appeared  the  same,  though 
she  had  certainly  become  in  her  consti- 
tution  somewhat  more  delicate.  They 
heard  frequently  from  Osborne;  who, 
when  he  wrote  them  last,  had  the  con* 
elusion  of  his  pilgrimage  (as  he  called  it) 
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in  view.  Sood»  he  hoped)  he  should  re- 
peat his  vows  at  the  shrine  of  friendship 
and  filial  duty ;  nor  forgetting  those,  he 
flattered  himself  he  should  offer  in  the 
temple  of  Hymen.  He  wondered,  whe- 
ther his  robe,  being  saffron,  was  designed 
9ymt>olidally  to  express,  that  fire  and 
fury  were  the  consequences  to  be  ex- 
pected by  his  votaries.  He  had  j  ust^met 
M^ith  a  disappointment :  he  thouglit  he 
bad  found  a  clue  of  information  that 
would  have  led  to  a  friend  of  his  in  the 
mrmy,  Captain  Bloomfield ;  but  he  was 
9till  in  a  labyriuth  of  doubt  and  per* 
plexity  concerning  him ;  sometimes  hop* 
JDg,  at  -others  aluio$t  fearing.  Major 
Perth,  he  found,  had  been  ordered  to. 
Jersey,  with  a  corps  of  invalids,  of  which 
be  had  the  commandf.  He  at  the  same 
time  begged  EUen  would  not  H^vif:  of 
beiug  married  till  beajrrived  to  j^ve  her 
away ;  which  she  declared  she  was  rf  ^y 
to  promise ;  aad»^  ivith  t^is  letter,  ^U  \»* 
(ercourse  ceased*    Hop)9^  Ifpweverji  \ff^ 
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A  complete  suite  of  the  fineat  pearls*  Aa 
tbey  were  to  assembte  early»  to  attend  a 
concert  before  the  ball,  the  colourH  tbey 
wore,  though  delicate^  were  appropriate* 
The  eldest  Miss  SfouDtstuart  was 
very  near  placing  herself  ou  the  same 
t>each  with  these  nobodjf^\  but»  luckily^ 
discovered  her  mistake  ere  it  was  too 
late,  and  escaped  to  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, just  as  the  gentle  Jessy  had  made 
room  for  her;  her  sister  followed  the 
fugitive,  and  hoik  were  imtd.  Mrs. 
Mountstuart  whispered  sapcastically, 
when  she  saw  Clara  handed  out  by  the 
Sf  ajor  of  the  corps  as  his  partner.  The 
Colonel  longed  for  one  step  further  in 
rank;  therefore,  paying  his  court  to  in- 
terest, solicited  Miss  Mountstuart's 
hand.  Arthur,  unthinkingly,  had  got 
half  way,  as  he  gazed  on  Ellen's  dim- 
plinj[{  smile,  to  have  asked  her  hand, 
when  he  checked  himself;  and,  as  Clara 
was  engaged;  gave  up  the  party.  Tie 
younger  Mountstuart,  who^i  Ellen  first 
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saw  at  the  tlneatre  in  London,  tiowcprae 
jip,"  an(i  requested  the  honour  of  her 
hand  for  the.  ensuing  dance.  They  had 
frequently  met  since,  as  he  had  occa- 
sionally accompanied  Arthur  to  Broom- 
hill ;  and,  as  he  was  a  younger  branch 
of  the  iMountstuart  family,  with  but  a 
small  patrimony  in  reversion,  and  his 
lieutenant's  commission  ofilify  he  was 
more  afe  liberty  to  follow  his^  inclina- 
tions, which  he  certainly  did,  when  he 
leJ  Ellen  to  join  the  dance.  He  had 
one  sister;  not  a  sensible,  but  a  pretty 
girl,.whom  he  had  introduced  to  Elleu 
some  time  before,  hoping  it  would  make 
iiis  own  access  easier.  Ellen  thought  her 
very  amiable,  vand  being  much  of  the 
same  age,  was  glad  of  the  intioductioA;  , 
and  in  this  way,  as  their  habitation  Vvas 
at  no  great  distance  from  Brooln-hill, 
they  at  length  became  intimate.  Clara 
-was  not  much  pleased  with  their  fre- 
quent meetings;  but  thought  it  not  right 
to  prohibit,  though  she  endeavoured  to 
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restrain  them,  as  Miss  Mountstuart  was 
a  girl  of  good  family,  and  always  con.- 
ducted  herself  properly.  Her  greatest 
objection  would  soon  be  removed,  which 
was,  young  Mountstuart's  joining  them 
in  their  walks  and  rides>  Clara  knew 
he  had  received  orders  to  repair  to  his 
regiment;  he  was  not  a  favourite  of 
Miss  Fitzherbert;  indeed,  she  doubt- 
ed if  he  would  ever  have  any ^/fer^rf  cha- 
racter: but  what  she  least  liked,  he  ap- 
peared to  her  to  be  selfish  and  artml. 
She  hoped  Ellen  could  be  in  no  danger 
from  such  a  man;  she  only  dreaded, 
with  almost  maternal  anxiety,  her  youth 
and  inexperience. 

For  months  this  youDg  trio  had  met : 
one  ride  ;^roduced  another;  one  walk 
was  succeeded  by  an  appointment  for 
the  next.  The  Ruins,  now  no  longer  a 
subject  of  insurmountable  terror,  were 
explored ;  though  there  had  been  two  or 
three  alarms  when  there,  of  distant  foot* 
steps  and  passing  shadows ;  but  these 
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fears  were  laughed  at,  as  inspired  by  the 
guardian  genius  of  the  place.  Another 
favourite  haunt,  where  they  sometimes 
wandered,  was  a  fishing  hut,  situated  on 
the  banks  of  the  brook  which  babbled 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill.  It  stood  at  some 
distance  from  Mirvan  Ruins,  just  on  that 
spot  where  the  stream  increased,  before 
it  fell  into  the  basin.  It  was  inhabited 
by  a  melancholy  man  named  Roberts, 
who  had  for  some  time  led  a  solitary  life, 
and  whose  history  no  one  appeared  to 
know.  On  their  return,  after  extending 
their  walk  to  the  fishing  hut,  they  would 
take  the  ruins  in  their  way,  to  re.st.  El- 
len thought, .  *  George  Monntstuart  is 
certainly  very  handsome  T*  as  she  saw 
him  leaning  agaSnst  one  of  the  mo^s-co- 
vered  columns  in  Mirvan  Castle,  his 
plaid  thrown  carelessly  across  his  shoul- 
der, and,  glowinsj  with  the  healthful  hue 
of  exercise,  holding  his  bonnet  in  his 
hand,  which  he  gracefully  waved  as  she 
advanced.   Sometimes  Miss  Fitzhert)ert 
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joined  the  party ;  and  not  unfreqaeully, 
at  lier  request,  Jessy,  ^vho  had  at  length 
overcome  her  fears,  with  Henrietta ;  and 
many  a  memento  of  gothic  superstition 
was  discovered  and  explored.  Ellen, 
weary  of  this,  would  sometimes  turn  her 
eyes  to  a  more  mbdem  subject,  and 
musing,  would  think, — *  George  is  cer- 
tainly very  good  tempered!'  and  (half 
blushing)  very  kind,  very  attentive— to 
me! — He  does  not  dislike  me,  though 
one  of  the  proud  family  of  the  Mount- 
stuarls,  and  I  arp,  alas!  nobody.  But 
for  the  maternal  kindness  of  ray  dearest 
Miss  Fitzherbert,  I  should  have  been  a 
poor  outcast ! — Oh  I  how  1  love,  I  almost 
idolize  that  dearest,  best  of  human  be- 
ings ;  and  would  give  iif)  all  the  happi« 
ness  I  enjoy,  to  afford  her  the  smallest 
pleasure,  whatever  (sighing  involuntari- 
ly), whatever  it  might  cost  me! — But 
George  certainly  does  like  me,  I  believe, 
almost  as  well  as  he  does  his  sister! — 
And,  oh !  how  pleasant  it  is  to  have  any 
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one  interest  themselves  for  youp-to  be 
pleased  with  you — to  be  beloved  ! — and 
by  a  Mountstaart  too,  who  are  not  ill 
general  easily  pleased !'  whispered  vanity. 
*  Arthur,  to  be  sure,  is  amiable;  but  then 
he  is  so  stately  and  distant  ^— or  else  he 

is '  But  she  would  pursue  the  com*- 

parison  no  farther.  *  George  dances 
well; — yes,  he  certainly  dances  very 
gracefully; — tmd  then  he  selects  me  for 
his  partner  !*  S  uch  were  her  reasonings, 
such  were  her  reflections.  Vanity  came 
in  iagain,  and  pleaded  in  his  behalf;  and 
/in  the  artless  bosom  of  a  girl  of  severi- 
teen,  all  these  attractions^  have  certainly 
more  than  their  due  weight  Thus  were 
her  innocent  affections  entangled,  before 
she  was  aware  of  it.  She  gave  not  a 
thought  to  care ;  and  now  gaily  tripping 
.it  along  with  George  Mountstuart,  heeSt-  - 
ed  not  the  future,  nor  noticed  the  scowl- 
ing  glance  from  the  dark  knit  brow  of 
secret  villany,  which  was  thrown,  on 
the  happy  group  assembled  in  the  ball 
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roon,  determined,  like  Satan  of  old,  if 
possible,  to  destroy  the  felicity  he  could 
not  taste ;  fixing  on  one  of  Ihe  fairest 
flowers,  to  rob  it  of  its  sM'eet  fragrance. 
Great,  indeed,  was  the  contrast,  when 
the  dance  brought  her  Hebe-like  coun- 
tenance opposite  this  man  of  sin.^ 

The  Miss  Mountstuart's  were  proud 
to  display  the  highland  fling,  which  they 
managed  with  great  dexterity  and  ele- 
gance.   They    danced   away  with   all 
their  hearts,  which  is,  indeed,  the  fashion 
for. the  ladies  in  Scotland.     Clara  and 
JjlUen  s  light  movement,  who  spared  the 
floor,  and  seemed  almost  to  tread  the 
mazy  figure  jn  air,  though  with  great  life, 
was  very  different:  each  had  their  share 
of  a]ij)lause : — their  steps  were  more  like 
those    of  fabled     wood-nymphs;    now 
-the  Miss  Mounstuarts  was  certainly  a 
mortal  tread.    Miss  JVl'Louden's  partner 
i\^as   Captain    Rivers;    and    Henrietta 
danced  with  the  laird  of  lovermay.  The 
Colonel's  eyes  were  frequently  not  in  the 
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direction  Miss  Moiintstuart  wished; 
but  \vUo  can  help  the  wandering  of  these 
tell-tales  ?  Ellen,  admired  by  alL  would 
have  had  many  suitors,  had  she  been 
descended  from  a  chieftain.  The  oflS- 
cers,  however,  forgot  this  defect^  and 
were  very  gallant. 

•  One  morning,  after  the  ball.  Miss  Fitz- 
herbert  and  Ellen  went  to  an  auction  at 
Perth,  and  called  at  a  bookseller's,  where 
they  observed  a  small  orrery  for  sale :  it 
Was  indeed  little  more  than  a  toy,  but  an 
expensive  one.  Ellen  longed  to  become 
the  purchaser,  as  she  was  studying 
astronomy,  and  fancied  it  would  be  of 
singular  use.  This  was 'her  favourite 
pursuit ;  and  Clara  wished  her  to  pos*" 
sess  that  power  of  varying  her  amfuse- 
ments,  which,  if  of  no  other  use,  would 
supply  resource  against  e»ni«i.*  For  mu- 
sic she  had  little  inclination  t  and  Mis6 
Fitzherbert  determined  not  to  force  what 
nature  denied ;  and,  indeed,  what  when 
possessfsdjL  though  a  delightful  amuses 
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luent,  is  soon  either  wholly  neglected^ 
or  takes  up  too  much  of  that  time  whicli 
should  be  otherwise  employed  :— in  fact, 
it  is  never  learned ;  and  to  arrive  at  any 
great  degree  of  perfection,  must  be  con- 
tinually practised.  Therefore^  beyond 
the  rudiments,  and  a  few  simple  tunes, 
Ellen  never  went.  This  was  sufficient, 
however,  for  the  purpose  of  accompany- 
ing her  own  sweet  voice;  and  failed  not 
to  delight  those  who  heard  her,  particu- 
larly in  some  of  the  little  local  Scotch 
ballads,  where  pathos  and  simplicity 
are.  so  happily  blended.  So  £str  she 
found  music  an  amusement. 

•  They  proceeded  from  the  bookseller's 
to  the  auction-room,  which  was  crowded. 
The  family  from  Melcombe  Park  were  * 
there,  and  many  of  the  military  ;  among 
others,.  Major  Perven,  who  was  particu- 
larl-y  assiduous,  painfully  and  pointedly 
so,  to  Clara,  as  it  left  no  doubt  of  his 
intentions,  and  drew  the  eyes  of  the 
company  upon  her.     Mr.  Mountstuart 
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was  more  attentive  than  usual,  and  Ellen 
had  juf?t  entered  into  a  very  lively  con- 
versation with  him,  which  so  much  en- 
gaged them,  that  they  noticed  not  the 
entrance  of  his  father  and  cousin*     It 
was  rather  a  surprise  to  ally  as  their 
countenances  declared,  and  not  quite  of 
the  agreeable  kind.     Ellen  felt  a  sort  of 
guilty  something  she  did  nok  well  know 
how  to  define,  wlien  she  met  George's 
eyes;  her  blushed  were  hidden  by  her 
close  bonnet ;.  but  she  was  concerned  to 
s^e  him  pass  her  with  a  silent  bow.  Ar-, 
thur  still  remained  by  the  side  of  Miss 
Dubois,  5ut  the  spirit  of  the  tete-a-tete 
had  flown.     His  father,  who  had  for  a 
few  short  minutes  joined  his  family,  now 
came  ,up>   to   tell  him  Miss  Campbell 
wanted  his  opinion  of  her  'purchase. — 
This  was  the  lady  selected  by  his  father 
for  his  wife ;  therefore,  politely  bowing 
to  Ellen  and  Miss  Fit2herbert/.he  bid 
theni  good  morning,  and  joined  his^fii 
tber.     Love  and  pride  were  now  at  vor 
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riance;  but  love  got  the  better,  at  tbe 
moment  George  observed  a  young  hand- 
some Colonel,  a  man  of  genteel  fortune, 
approaching. Ellen  :  Geoi^e  being  near- 
est, immediately  placed  himself  on  tbe 
seat  his  cousin  had  left,  not  a  little  to 
the  mortification  of  Colonel  Clinton, 
ivho  was  a  young  man  of  information 
and  discernment;  and  above  false  preju- 
dices, was  determiiied  to  offer  EUeu  his 
hand,  if  he  could  flatter  himself  with 
obtailiing  her  regard. 

Geoi'ge's  behaviour  was  at  first  rather 
cold  and  distant;  and  Ellen  felt  but  too 
sensibly,  how  necessary  it  was  to  her 
peace  to  banish  this,  if  possible,  by  many 
little  friendly  attentions.  She  succeeded. 
This  was  the  moment  he  saw  for  him  to 
carry  his  pointy  in  prevailing  upon  her 
to  meet  him  at  the  ruins,  the  following 
evening;  which,  believing  from  some 
late  circumstances  they  were  watched, 
but  could  not  guess  by  whom,  she  had 
determined  to  avoid  in  future ;  but  he 
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urged  it  now  so  strongly,  just  at  the  mo- 
ment of  scarcely  completed  reconcilia- 
tion, that  she  at  length  consented,  fear- 
ful of  displeasing  him  a  second  time ;' 
but  insisted  upon  Flora's  being  of  the 
party.  He  promised  she  should  ;  and 
without  suspecting  they  had  been  at  all 
noticed,  they  soon  after  parted. 

Ellen,  soon  convinced  she  had  done 
wrong,  by  feeling  a  strong  wish  to  con- 
ceal the  circumstance  from  Clara,  was 
on  the  point  of  speaking  to  George,  and 
retracting  her  promise,  when,  with  a  look 
of  gratified  attachment,  he  bowed  to  her 
and  left  the  room.     That  look  at  once 
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put  prudence  to  flight,  and  convinced 
her  she  had  done  well.  Miss  Fitzher- 
bert  was  evidently  displeased  when  in- 
formed of  the  arrangement,  and  would 
certainly  have  gone  with  Ellen,  but  she 
had  caught  a  cold,  and  could  not  under- 
take  the  walk  ;  and  she  knew  Hen;rietta 
atnd  Jessy  were  both  engaged.  , 
Borne  on  the  light  pinions  of  vanity, 
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(which,  if  any  time  excusable^  is  80  at 
seventeen,)  a  youthful  beauty  to  meet  a 
youthful  lover,  Ellen  soon  reached  Mir- 
van  Ruins,  where  George  was  already 
waiting  her  arrival : — **  But  where,"  she 

cried,  *  w  here  is  Flora  ?" "  Is  it  not 

then  enough  to  me^t  me  without  Flora?" 
asked  George,  reproachfully,  as  he  took 
her  hand,  to  lead  her  to  one  of  the  moss- 
covered  fragments,  on  which  they  usually 
sat.  She  spoke  not ;  sincerity  and  con- 
sciousness forbidding  a  reply.  New  to 
deceit,  her  tongue  refused  to  deny  those 
feelings  which  modesty  taught  her  to 
conceal,  and  which  all  told  her  but  too 
strongly,  that  George  was  right.  These 
she  could  not,  howlver,  so  far  conceal 
from  the  penetrating  eyes  of  a  loyer; 
and  bending  her  regards  on  the  ground, 
to  avoid  his  pursuing  glance,  he  thought 
she  never  looked  so  beautiful  as  she  now 
did,  in  her  tartan  dress,  closely  fitted  to 
her  shape,  and  fastened  by  a  goldt^lasp; 
her  hair  confined,  except  a  few  stray 
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tresses,  by  a  silk  net,  ovqr  which  she  had 
throwu  a  veil.  Afte;*  i^emaining  a  few 
minutes,  during  which  he  had  spoken 
much  of  being  separated  from  her,  to 
which  she  had  listened  in  silence,  and 
sighed  to  think  of,  she  arose,  safying,  it 

was   time  to  return "  Cruel  girl! 

this  last — last  meeting V'  he  exclaimed; 
to  think  of  leaving  me  so*  soon !"  detain- 
ing her.  "  You  cannot,  then,  even  re- 
gard me  as  a  brother — as  Flora's  Jro- 
iJier  ! — and',  ^tjeast,,!  had  flattered  my- 
self with  that.'' She  saw,  from  an  ex- 
pression in  his  countenance,  tha(  he 
knew  more;  and  hastily  remarked,  "  But 
you  have  not  yet  told  me,  why  Flora  did 

not  come?" "  Because  I — I. forgot 

to  tell  her,"  he  replied,  trying  to  conceal 
a  smile,  "  till  it  was  too  late," **  Fare- 
well !"  said  Ellen.—*  May  happiness  at- 
tend youT  she  meant  to  have  added; 
but  felt  a  palpitation  which  made  it  difr. 
iicult  to  attempt  speaking. 

"Will  you  then  go,  withoqt  giving  me. 
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An  assurance  of  your  good  wishes?— 
without  one  kind  promise^  Miss  Dubois, 
not  quite  to  forget  me? — Oh !  too  lovely 
Ellen !  you  know  not  how  long,  how  ar- 
dently I  have  loved  you ! — Leave  me  not 
thus,  I  implore  ;  for  on  you  depends  all 
my  happiness! — You  are  the  arbitressof 
my  destiny !"  exclaimed  he  wildly,  and 
grasping  her  hand,  he  forcibly  detained 

the  trembling   Ellen. "   Mr.  Mount-' 

Stuart,"  bhe  at  lepgth  fatntly  articulitted, 
trying  to  disengage  her  hand ;  "  su/Ter 
me  to  depart; — I  must  not — I  cannot 
stay,  to  hear  this : — unhand  me.  Sir ;  I 
must— I  will  go!" "  By  Heaven,  El- 
len, I  will  not  live  and  bear  your  scorn. 
You  shall  not  leave  me,  till  you  bid  me 
renounce  life  and  hope  together;  or  give 
me  some  encouragement  to  preserve 
both."  The  youthful  tender-hearted 
Ellen  continued  silent ;  but  after  much 
Boft  persuasion,  she  timidly  confessed 
the  pain  his  absence  would  occasion  her; 
and  the  unconscious  tear  stole  down  her 
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blooming  cheeky  as  a  silent  atte&tation  of 
the  sincerity  of  her  grief.  She  shud- 
dered atThe  dangers  to  which  he  was' 
exposed ;  and  innocently  hoped  his 
guardian  angel  might  shield  him  in  the 
day  of  battle.  He  caught  her  in  his- 
arms,  exclaiming,  "  Oh!  might  I  ever 
shield  thee  thus,  my  fascinating  Ellen ; 
but  say,  should  T  return  with  life,-  this 
dear  hand  shall  be  my  reward !" 

**  Urge  me  not  pn  this  point.  Mount- 

stuart,"  she  gravely  replied. — "  Be  not 

so.  coldly  cruel;" — he  was  proceeding, 

i^hen  Ellen  interrupted  him,  by  remind* 

ing  him,  what  his  family  expected  from 

Lim,  and  what  her  ;dear.  Miss  Fitzher- 

l^ert  did  from  her.     Recollection  now 

strongly  returning,  Ellen  exclaimed  ia 

great  distress,  "  How  imprudent  would 

she  think  me  to  a:ct  as  I  have!  I  feel  it 

is  very  wrong.     I  have  been  ungrateful 

to  my  best  friend ;  for  have  I  not,  in 

some  m^tjiMire,  already  deceived  her? 

Ob,  yes !  I  have  forfeited  my  owa  esteem 
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by  deviating  from  the  duty  I  owe  her  !'* 
and  overcome  by  the  keennesij  of  her 
sensations,  she  burst  into  tears.  Moant* 
stuart,  piqued,  that  the  trifling  conces- 
sion in  his  favour  should  occasion  such 
grief;  coldly  said,  "  Farewell,  Ellen ! 
you  know  not  the  misery  you  have  in- 
flicted on  a  heairt  entirely  devoted  to 
you ;  may  you  ever  remain  a  stranger  to 
those  feelings  experienced  by  me!'*  then, 
in  a  Softened  voice,  he  added ;  '^  as  I 
perceive  it  is  your  wish,  I  wilb  disturb 
your  tranquillity  no  longer;  indeed,  I. 
cannot,  as  with  to-morrow's  dawn  I  shall 
be  far—far  from  you."  The  unhappy 
Ellen,  distressed  by  the  conflict  of  youth- 
ful love,  and  a  strong  sense  of  that  pro^ 
priety  she  owed  Miss  Fitzherbert,  whom 
she  felt  assured  would  condemn,  and 
painfully  suffer  from  the  disappointment 
a  deviation  from  that  confidence  she  had 
a  right  to  expect  would  occasion ;  there- 
fore, with  downcast  looks,  and  without 
reply,  she  was   moving  slowly  away, 
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wbeiiiassighy  the  most  mournful,  met  her 
ear/  aqid  a  rustliug  among  the  branches 

-  petrified  hor  with  alarm;  involuntarily  * 
she  flew  towards  the  spot  where  Mount- 
Stuart  etood,  looking  the  perfect  image 
of  despair L--*-"  Oh,  protect  me!"  she 
cried,  in  the  accents  of  entreaty ;  "  there 
is  some  person  near;  I  heard  a  voice 
l^ehind  the  trees  that  shelter  the  grand 
entrance!"  They  now  listened  atten- 
tively, and  heard  the  low  murmuring 
sound  of  distant  voices,  which  seemed 
to  ^ipproach.  They  however  could  dis- 
cover no  one.  *'  Be  not  alarmed,  my 
loved^Elten  1"  said  he,  delighted  to  find 
she  felt  confidence  in  his  protection ; 
"  while  this  arm  can  wield  a  sword,  I 
will  shield  thee.from  danger,  though  my 

life  were  the  sacrifice !" **  Oh !  save 

me! — save  me!"  she  wildly  exclaimed, 

'  as  by  the  trembling  lustre  of  the  moon- 
beams  she  discovered  a  tall  figure, 
closely  enveloped  in  a  plaid  cloak,  with 

•    a  large  hat  drawn  over  bis  face,  a^lvanc* 


44 

away,  as  swiftly  as  the  uneven  path, 
rugged  and  choaked  up  by  heaps  of 
stones  and  fallen  rubbish,  would  allow^ 
'finding  Mountstuart  gaining  upon  him, 
and  atarmed  also  by  the  jEipproacb  of  the 
party,  whose  voices  he  heard,  was  obliged 
to.relinquish  his  lovely  burdien,  and  be- 
take himself  to  flight.  Mountstuart, 
who  hud  bound  his  wounded  arm  with 
his  handkerchief,  carrying  his  sword  in 
his  left  handy  Was  hastening  to  Ellen^s 
assistance,  and  had  just  reached  the 
spot  where  the  villain  had  left  her,  as 
she  began  to  recover  her  recollection. 
Laying  his  sword  on  the  ground,  he  gen- 
tly raised  her,  anxious  to  remove  her  to 
a  place  of  greater  safety,  he  endeavour- 
ed to  calm  her  agitated  spirits;* and 
highly  gratifying  were  the  fears  she  soli- 
citously expressed  for  his  safety,  and  the 
joy  and  gratitude  she  evinced  when  as-p 
sured  of  it.  He  insisted  upon  conduct- 
ing her  home ;  for  she  should  not  now 
venture  alone;  and  as  soo9  as  she  found 
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herself  equal  to  it,  they  would  proceed- 
*'  Aad  promise  me,  Ellen,  that  you  will 
let  tl^e  affair  remain  a  secret: — i  have  a 
particularly  strong  reason  for  tliis  re- 
quest." She  readily,  unconditionally, 
promised  ; — she  felt  it  wholly  impossible 
to  haVe  refused  thisj  or  any  other  promise 
he  had  asked ;  and  it  was  agreed  to  be 
left  to  him  fo  tell  the  tale. 

Greatly  alarmed  for  her  safety,  they 
were  proceeding  silently  and  cautiously 
along  a  narrow  path,  almost  screened 
from  obsLTvation,  which  led  to  a  small 
gateway,  when  they  saw  entering,  in  an 
opposite  direction,  three  persons,  who 
evidently .  appeared  to  be  in  search  of 
some  one.  Mountstuart,  placing  Ellen  in 
an  obscure  corner,  advanced,  when,  thro' 
a  small  opening,  by  the  light  of  the  moon, 
Ellen  discovered  Miss  Osborne  s' fairy 
form,  for  such  it  then  appeared  to 
her,  and  whispered  this  intelligence  to 
Mountstuart.  For  a  moment  he  hesi- 
tated ;^  but  seeing  the  party  coming  to- 
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wards  the  wall^  he  determined  to  wait 
their  approach;  in  an  under  tone^  he  in- 
formed them  who  he  was,  and  that  Miss 
Dubois  was  safe,  and  with  him,  but  to 
speak  low.  *'  And  be  not  alarmed/'  he 
added,  "  we  will  join  you  immediately .'* 
Then,  leading  the  joyful  but  still  trem- 
bling Ellen  round  an  angle  of  the  build- 
ing, they  joined  Henrietta  and  Jessy, 
who  had  brought  one  of  the  servants 
with  them.  As  the  party  proceeded  to- 
wards Broom-hill,  Mountstuart,  attempt- 
ing to  be  gay,  told  them  Ellen  had  been 
frighted,  and  almost  alarmed  l>im ;  but, 
he  hoped  they  need  now  no  longer  fear 
ghosts  or  hobgoblins.v  .Henrietta  and 
Jessy  thought  the  circumstance  extra- 
ordinary, but  forbore  any  comment  as 
the  servant  was  present.  Mountstuart 
said  carelessly,  his  sister  had  been  pre- 
vented walking  that  evening;  the  con- 
scious Ellen  blushed  deeply,  but  re- 
mained silent. 
After  a  short  pause,  Henrietta,  taking 
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Ellen's  arm,  told  her,  she  was  a  naughty 
girl,  to  have  alarmed  them  so  much  ; — 
that  they  could  not  imagine  what  de- 
tained her,  when  it  grew  late ;  and  her 
mother,  as  soon  as  she  possibly  could, 
had  sent  them  ia  search  of  her,  think- 
ing she  woul{l  be  fearful  of  returning 
alone. — "Indeed,"  she  said,  "  we  should 
have  set  out  before,  but  a  person  from 
Mrs,  M*Leod's  detained  us,  just  as*  we 
were  leaving  the  house;  who  came  to 
ipform  us,  that  Miss  Fitzherbert  remains 
there  all  night." 

"  Miss  Fitzherbert  is  from  home,"  said 
£llen,  mentally ;  but  immediately  con- 
demned herself,  for  th^  sensation  of  joy 
which  arose>  on  thinking  she  should 
escape  the  mild  but  penetrating  glance 
of  her  protectress^  for  that  night ;  and 
she  hoped  that  in  the  morning  she  should 
be  more  composed  and  better  able  to 
encounter  it.  She  wished  George  had 
not-obliged  her  to  promise  silence;  but 
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her  word  was  given,  and  witl^out  hia  con- 
sent, could  not  be  recalled. 

Not  one  of  the  party  had  observed 

-that  the  arm  of  Mountstuart  was  bound ; 
but  Ellen  had  noticed  his  occasionally 
stopping  and  speaking;^  faintly ;  and  as 
they  drew  near  Broomhill,  she  saw  he 
walked  very  slowly.    This  she  felt,  from 

^  her  own  sensations,  might  be  from  an 
unwillingness  to  separate — alas!  fo  meet 

no  more! *'  Ah!  who  then  shall  I  have 

to  defend  me  1"  thought  she  ;  when,  by 
an  involuntary'pressure  of  the  .arm 'she 
had  lightly  held  by,  the  wound  was  par- 

*      • 

tially  opened,  and  bleeding  through  the 
bandage,  upon  his  sleeve,  she  first  per- 
ceived he  was  wounded.  Iler  trembling 
limbs  would  scarcely  support  her,  as  she 
faintly  exclaimed,  "Oh  God!  you  are 
wounded  !'*- — "  Nothing,"  he  cried,  with 
a  forced  laugh,  for  the  pain  just  then 
was  intolerable :  "  I  met  with  an  acci- 
dent at  the  ruins,  by  which  my  arm  was 
cut^  and  Miss  Dubois  Signifies  it  with 
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the  name  of  a  wound."  Then  turning 
his  head  towards  Ellen,  in  a  low  voice, 
he  said,  "  Remember  your  promise  ; — it 
is  of  the  utmost  consequence  that  you 
do  so."  A  few  yards  more  bringing 
them  nearly  lo  the  outer  gate,  he,  with 
an  effort,  staggered  to  it;  but  quite  over- 
come by  exertion,  and  loss  of  blood, 
sunk  fainting  on  a  little  rustic  bench, 
placed  near  it.  Ellen,  shrieked  with 
terror,  and  Jessy,  little  less  frighted,  re- 
mained with  her,  whilst  Henrietta,  fear- 
ful  lest  her  mother  shouhl  be  aUirnied, 
ran  into  the  house,  to  inform  her,  as  gen- 
tly as  she  could,  of  what  had  happened, 
and  to  procure  assistaiice.  It  was  not 
long  before  Mountstuart  shewed  symp- 
toms of  returning  life,  to  the  great  relief 
of  poor  Ellen,  who  had  suffered  acutely 
from  her  alarm.  Restored  to  recollec- 
tion, hfutalked  of  returning  home;  which 
Mrs.  Osborne,  who  saw  it  was  wholly 
improper,  if  not  impossible,  would  not 
hear  of,  and  immediately  said  she  would 
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dispatch,  her  gardener  with  a. note  to 
acquaint  his  ^ister,  that  he  had  met  with 
an  accident,  and  remained  that  night 
.  at  Broomhill ;  but  not  to  alarm  herself, 
as  it  did  not  appear  to  be  of  much  cou- 
frequence.  Before  the  man  set  out,  it 
was  however  judged  proper  that  he 
should  call  at  a  surgeons,  whose  house 
lay  in  the  road,  and  desire  his  attend* 
ance,  as  Mrs.  Osborne  concluded  it  ab- 
solutely requisite  that  the  wound  should 
be  properly  dressed  ;  and  anxiously  in- 
quiring how  the  misfortune  had  occur- 
red, George  immediately  told  her,  that 
he  had  been  foolishly  off  his  guard,  after 
he  had  drawn  his  sword  in  jest,  to  defend 
Ellen  from  the  hobgoblins  of  the  ruins, 
and  in  turninj^  suddenly  round  had  met 
with  the  accident ;  a  misfortime  he  could 
not  deem  it,  as  it  procured  him  the  plea- 
sure he  then  enjoyed  ;  a  violent  shooting 
in  his  arm  however,  made  him  sensible, 
that,  like  all  other  pleasures,  it  had  its 
alloy,  and  this  was  not  unmixed  with 
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agony.     Mrs.  Osborne's  good  s^lte  re- 


fused to  yield  perfect  credence  td  this 
story,  which  she  judged  mysterious  and  . 
improbable;  but  from  motiv^  of  deli* 
cacy,  forbore  making  any  observations*: . 
Some  tones  in  the  voice  of  the  stranger, 
Mountstuart  thought  were  familiar;  and 
his  motive  for  exacting  the  promise  of 
secrecy  from  Miss  Dubois  had  its  origin 
in  interest ;  for  though  distinguished  by . 
a  thoaghtless  gaiety  of  manner,  he  pos- 

* 

sessed  a  large  share  of  cunnings  rather 
than  good  sense :  his  passions  were 
strong,  and  self  not  a  minor  considera- 
tion. The  surgeon  now  arrived,  and, 
after  dressing  the  wound,  declared  his 
patient  had  more  fever  than  was  con- 
sistent with  perfect  safety;  and  ordered 
him  to  be  kept  as  quiet  as  possible 

Miss  Fitzherbert  returned  early  the 
next  morning,  and  heard  with  astonish- 
ment, from  Mrs.  Osborne,  the  catastro- 
phe which  had  taken  place.     She  in- 

c  2 
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stantly  sought  Ellen ;  and  though  great- 
ly alarmed  at  the  unfortunate  circum- 
stance, not  for  a  moment  doubthig  the 
correctness  of  the  story,  made  no  en- 
quiry which  led  her  to  violate  the  truth, 
farther  than  silence  might  be  deemed  an 
infringement  on  that  sacred  principle: 
yet  Ellen  felt  so  painfully  the  impro- 
priety with  which  she  had  acted  towards 
her  beloved  benefactress,  that  sleep  had 
not  visited  her  weary  eyes.  Miss  Fitz- 
herbert,  though  somewhat  offended  when 
she  entered,  alarmed  at  her  pallid  looks, 
was  so  entirely  softened  by  her  affec- 
tionate fears,  that,  instead  of  condemn- 
ing her  conduct,  she  endeavoured  to 
soothe  and  re-assure  her  of  her  affection. 
This  kindness,  so  unmerited,  for  a  mo- 
ment made  Ellen  ready  to  acknowledge 
her  error,  and  entreat  forgiveness;  but 
she  recollected"  her  promise,,  and  again 
sunk  down  in  silence:  and  surely  no 
sensation  is  felt  with  keener  sensibility, 
by  an  unadulterated  mind,  than  that  of 
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receiving  caresses,  when  reproof  is  justly 
merited. 

Mountstuart's  fever  continued  very 
high  for  several  days ;  and  the  wound 
wore  a  threatening  appearance :  at  length 
from  youth,  and  a  constitution  naturally 
strong,  he  became  convalescent,  and  the 
wound  closed ;  but  still  such  a  degree  of 
languor  and  emaciation  hung  about  him, 
that  Mr.  Ready  told  the  family,  that 
without  great  care,  and  the  absence  of 
all  irritability,  (which  would  occasion  a 
fever  till  he  gained  strength),  he  thought 
a.  consumption  would  probably  follow, 
as  he  had  already  a  strong  occasional 
hectic.  He  was,  however,  to  remove  in 
a  few  days  from  Broom-hill ;  as  he  had 
begun  to  join  the  family  some  hours 
every  day.  Miss  Fitzherbert  was  con- 
vinced his  stay  had  already  been  unne- 
cessarily protracted,  and  longed  for  his 
absence  on  fillen  s  account,  as  the  more 
she  saw  of  him,  the  less'  pleased  she  felt 
at  the  idea  of  any  future  connexion. — 
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Poor  Ellen  happened  to  think  very  dif- 
ferently on  the  subject : — her  heart,  sof- 
tened by  the  idea  of  what  he  had  suffer- 
ed for  hevy.  was  never  so  accessible,  to 
love,  springing  from  the  principle  of  gra- 
titude operating  on  an  affectionate  heart. 
When  Mountstuart's  eyes  met  £lleii»'s, 
they   plainly   expressed  his   wishes   to 
have  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  her 
without  witnesses.    A  tete-ortete  was  im- 
'possible,  and  the  lover  grew  impatient; 
almost  angrily  so,  as  the  time  now  ra- 
pidly advanced,  when  he  could  no  longer 
make  the  smallest  pretence  for  remaia- 
ing  at  Brooaihili,  as  the  surgeon  had, in- 
formed  the  family,  that,  in  a  few  days, 
he  mij;;lit  reniove  without  danger.    How 
to  obtain  a  private  interview,  he  knew 
not,  when  he  discovered  behind  a  pile  of 
boxes  in  a  small  apartment  adjoining 
his  (which  he  used  as  a  dressing-room,) 
there  was  a  door  that  opened  into  a  nar- 
row passage,  which  led  round  to  the 
principal  staircase,  and  writing  a  note. 


55 

« 

he  contrived  to  give  it  to  Ellen  unob- 
served*  In  this,  he  told  her,  that  if  she 
had  the  smallest  regard  for  him,  she 
would  be  in  the  dressing  room  after  the 
family  had  retired ;  that  he  had  some- 
thing to  communicate  of  the  tilmost  con- 
sequence to  both;  that  he  would  detain 
her  but  a  few  minutes,  and  trusted  that 
she  would  not  disa;ppoint  hiUi."  Long 
she  hesitated  to  open  tins  note.  *  I'll 
give  it  Miss  Filzherbert;'  but  it  might 
contain  what  she  was  not  auihcrizcd  to 
divulge.  He  had  written  on  the  outside, 
*  To  be  opened  this  evening/  The  fami* 
ly  were  already  retired  to  their  own 
apartments.  She  $nust  open  it;  and 
wifcowt  aJlo\vJi>\ic  herself  iinae  to  think 
further,  the  seal  was  broken.  The  hour 
of  appointment  had  already  arrived.  She 
determined^  however,  so  glaring  did  the 
impropriety  appear,  not  to  go*  She 
would  write,  and  convince  him  how  very 
wrong  a  step  he  had  proposed  ;  but  how 
.  could  she  convey  her  note  ?    The  sur^^ 
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geon  had  declared  that  vexation  would 
oe  death  to  liim  ;  ought  she  then  to  re- 
fuse an  innocent,  though  imprudent 
request,  so  strongly  urged  by  one  who 
had  already  suffered  so  ranch  for  her? 
Undetermined  how  she  ought  to  act,  and 
$oftly  opening  her  door,  she  listened, 
when  advancing  a  few  steps,  she  thought 
she  heard  him  pacing  the  dressing-room. 
She  imagined  too,  she  heard  him  sigh 
heavily.  A  step  advancing,  Ellen  hasti- 
ly retreated,  determining  to  write,  and 
push  it  under  the  door  of  the  dressing- 
room.  She  Avrbte,  and  immediately  with 
h'ght,  but  trembling  f^teps,  advanced ; 
when,  toucliiug  the  door,  it  opened,  and 
George,  close  by  it,  taking  her  hand, 
gently,  but  determinately,  drew  her  for- 
ward into  the  dressing-room.  Thuscom- 
pcllocl,  and  overcome  by  jvexation,  she 
burst  into  tears,  Mountstnart  enquired, 
wil!j  much  concern  and  tenderness,  the 
causo  of  her  distress;  when,  >^ithout  re- 
plying, she  hastily  moved  towards  the 
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^oor,  and  there  said,  "  I  have  written  a 
note,  which  you  must  read,  and  no 
longer  detain  me ;  I  cannot  remain  here." 
Greatly  displeased,  he  demanded,  *'  Is 
it  then  too  much  to  grant  me  a  few 
minutes?  I  made  the  request,  because 
no  other  means  remained  of  speaking  to 
you  alone;  would  you  then  go  before 
you  have  heard  me?  If  you  are  deter- 
mined, it  must  be  so,  Miss  Dubois;  I 
wilt  not  oblige  you  to  remam;  but  v^ill 
still  endeavour  to  shelter  yiou  from  harm, 
though  every  thing  most  dear  should  be- 
come the  forfeiture ! — Yet,  (softening  his 
voice)  a  few  minutes;  a  few  short  mi- 
nutes, you  might,  I  think,  allow  me! 
This,  surely,  could  have  violated  no 
dutj,  infrmged  no  delicacy/'  persuasive- 
ly.— What  could  she  do?  Ah !  say,  what 
could  Ellen  do,  thus  warmly  urged?-— 
but  stay? — He  then  informed  her,  that 
he  had  niany  fears  for  her  safety »  and 
begged  she  would  be  very  cautious. 
He  doubted  not  further  (plans  tranld  bt 
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laid  against  her,  which  nothing  could 
prevent,  but  her  removal  from  thence; 
and  even  then,  not  to  forget,  that  power 
and  wealth  are  of  extensive  influence. 
He  warmly  renewed  iiis  protestations  of 
lasting  attachment,  and  strongly  urged 
her  to  give  him  a  promise  of  becoming 
his.  Ellen,  smiling,  said,  before  she 
made  another  promise,  she  wished  to  be 
free  from  that  respecting  the  aflfair  at 
Mirvan.  But,  he  replied,  his  reasons 
for  not  complying  were  so  powerful,  she 
might  take  his  word  for  their  being  suf- 
ficient to  justify  his  refusal  even  of  her 
wishes. — "  And  will  you  not  promise  me, 
beautiful  Ellen^  thi?  dear  hand?"  She 
was  silent,  and  again  n)oved  to  go. 
"  Ellen,  you  will,  if  you  have  the  smallest 
regard  for  my  happiness,  take  this  into 
consideration;  and,  as  I  do  not  leave 
Broomhill  till  the  day  after  to-morrow^ 
will  you  meet  me  in  the  garden,  as  yea 
have  such  a  strong  objection  to  tbier 
apartment?'' 
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The  prudence  of.  Ellen  was  again  sub- 
dued by  the  languid  softness  of  his  man- 
ner; and  it  was  accordingly  agreed,  she 
should  join  Him  in  the  garden,  before 
dinner,  the  following  day.  "  But,  not  one^; 
word  to  Miss  Fitzherbert,"  he  begge 
which  she  was  led  to  promise,   fro 
knowing  Clara  would  disapprove,  ani 
she  was  determined  this  should  be  their 
last  private  interview^    He  now  led  her 
to  the  door  of  the  dressing-room,  and 
respectfully  raising  her  hand  to  his  lips, 
they  separated. 

The  following  day  Ellen  met  Mount- 
Stuart  in  the  garden,  with  a  trembling 
step ;  when  he  again  urged  her  to  give 
him  the  desired  promise  of  her  hand, 
when  he  became  a  Captain,  which  would 
soon,  he  hoped,  take  place.  In  this  af- 
fair, he  appeared  disinterested ;  he  could 
obtain  Ellen  on  none  but  honourable 
terms ;  he  could  not  give  her  up ;  and  he 
was  conscious  his  situation  would  not 
enable  him  to  support  her  as  his  wife ; 
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but  he  thought,  with  the  augmentation  of 
his  pay,  when  he  became  a  captain,  they 
might   live;   and,   madly  in  love,   and 
solicitous  to  gratify  his  headstrong  pas- 
sion, without  a  due  consideration  for  the 
object  of  it,  determined  it  should  be  so. 
Pressing  his  suit  with  all  the  eloquence 
he  was  master  of,  he  fancied  he  should 
at  last  prevail,  and  began  almost* to  an- 
ticipate the  wished-for  success,  .when, 
half  wild  with  vexation,  he  saw  Miss  Os- 
borne advancing  to  meet  them.     Ellen, 
frighteiif'c!  by  his  vehemence,. and  heigh t- 
eneti  coUip;,  a;^  firmly  grasping  her  hi0d, 
he  told  her,  she  must,  if  she  meant  to 
preserve  him  from  distraction,  give  him 
another  meeting  before  he  left  Broom- 
hill.     "  Promise  me,  Ellen,"  added  he, 
that  1  shall  see  you  alone!'*  grasping  her 
hand  still  tighter,  as  he  breathed  with 
difficulty,   in  making    the   request. — ^ 
**  Yeb !— yes  !™I  do,"  she  hastily  replied* 
Henrietta  now  joined  th^m,  and  informed 
Mountstuart  that  his  sister  had!  brought 
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an  invitation  from  her  father  to  the  fami- 
ly,  to  spend  a  day  with  them,  the  begin- 
ning of  the  following  week.  The  party 
then  joined  flora,  who  exclaimed,  on 
seeing  her  brother,  that  he  did  not  look 
so  well  as  when-  she  last  saw  him ;  but 
observed,  when  taking  leave,  they  should 
expect  him  the  following  day  at  dinner^ 
and 'Mrs.  Osborne  not  being  present  to 
press  his  remaining^  he  was  obliged  ta 
agree. 

The  evening  came  on,  and  no  opportu* 
nity  occurred  of  sfeaking  to  Ellen.  He 
became  peevish,  and  looked  miserable; 
was  quite  un  b!e  to  remain  below;  and 
retired  early,  but  not  to  bed ;  having  de- 
termined not  to  trust  to  the  next  uay^ 
when  the  arrival  of  company  might  agaia 
disappoint  him.  He  accordingly  waited 
till  he  heard  the  family  retire ;  and  ^tejp" 
ping  softly  to  tap  at  Ellen's  door,'iMb^ 
beard  s  me  cue  coming  up  stairs,  wh^ 
hastily  retreating  to  his  dressing-room,^ 
the  door  of  which  w^s  not  closed,  he 
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perceived  the  sylph-like  form  of  Elleo; 
and  presenting  himself  before  her,  led 
her  once  more  into  the  apartment  he  had 
just  quitted,      He  then  entreated   she 
would  hear  him,  but  for  a  moment:  he 
knelt  before  her,  declaring,  in  the  most 
impassioned  manner,  nhenmst^  she  should 
then  pronounce  bis  doom;  for  that  he 
could  not  longer  endure  life,  in  a  state  of 
such  cruelly  torturing  suspense.  Almost 
exhausted  with  the  emotion,  he  had  given 
way  to,  he  sunk  at  her  feet,,  nearly  in- 
sensible.    Extremely  terrified,  she  was 
on  the  point  of  ringing  for  assistance; 
and  scarcely  knowing  what  she  did/  ex- 
claimed, "  Oh,  Mountstuart! — dear,  be-: 
loved  Mountstuart ! — rise,  I  beseech  yon. 
1  do  promise — I  tvill  be  all  you  wish.*'— 
Mountstuart  heard  her,  and  faintly  ut» 
tering,  "  You  swear y  then,  to  be  mide?** 
Still  under  the  effect  of  terror  for  his  life, 
she  replied,  **  Yes,  Mountstuart,  I  swear 
to  be  your  s  I"    The  warm  tide  of  pas- 
sionate joy  becoming  too  powerfolt  he 
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was  for  a  few  moments  wholly  insensi- 
ble; but  soon  recovering,  restored  tran- 
sient felicity  to  the  bosom  of  Ellen,  who 
waited  but  to  see  him  himself  again ; 
then  taking  her  taper,  with  an  impressive 
solemnity  of  voice  and  manner,  she  said» 
**  My  promise  is  given!— suffer  me  tb 

retire  ! — Good  night!'' Mountstuart,  a 

little  mortified  by  this,  rejoined,  **  Then 
you  repent.  Miss  Dubois! — repent  hav- 
10^9  by  one  word,  given  me  life  and  hs^p- 

piness!*' "  Ah!  no,"  she   replied; 

**  but — but — Oh,  beloved  friend  of  my 

helpless    infancy V' "   Would    you 

wish  to  reclaim  your  promise,  and  doom 
me  once  more  to  death  and  despair  ? — 
JBUen  !  dear,  lovely  girl !  participate  in 
the  happiness  you  have  conferred  ! — you 
have  delivered  the  heart  of  the  man  who 
adores  you,  from  anguish  insupportable, 
and  restored  him  to  joy  and  hope."  He 
durst  not  detain  her  any  longer ;  and  she 
retired  to  bed,  but  not  to  sleep.  Thrown 
off  her  guard,  she  bad  given  a  promise 
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you  will  hear  again  before  it  is  necessary 
for  you  to  rejoin  your  regiment.**  A 
slight  hectic  crimsoned  his  cheek  at  the 
interest  his  great  relation  had  taken  in 
the  affair;  which,  at  the  conclusion  of 
this  pompous  harangue,  he  thanked  him 
for.  The  harp  next  became  the  subject 
of  attention.  "  Pray,  who  is  the  per- 
former?" enquired  Miss  Mountstuart. 
**  Miss  M*L'ouden  'touches  it  divinely  T 
replied  George.  They  did  not,  however, 
to  her  very  great  relief,  express  a  desire 
to  hear  her  perform ;  for  though  she 
might  almost  have  vied  with  the  sainted 
Cecilia,  she  had  no  wish  to  exhibit. 

A  short  conversation  now  ensued,  in 
which  the  divine  power  of  music  \^as 
amply  discussed ;  and,  rising  to  take 
leave,  Miss  Dubois  gladly  rung  for  their 
carriage  to  draw  up,  and  saw  them  de- 
part with  sensations  of  joy.  But  a  part- 
ing moment  of  a  different  nature,  also 
awaited  her ;  and  Mountstuart  now  pre- 
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pared  reluctantly  to  return  home.  After 
many  thanks  and  acknowledgements  for 
the  polite  attention  he  had  received,  with 
a  heavy  heart  he  bid  adieu  to  the  hos- 
pitable mansions  of  Broom-hill 
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CHAPTER  II. 


In.  a  few  day«  they  were  to  pay  their 
visit  to  Murdoch,  and  £lleQ  anticipated 
the  arrival  of  the  moment  with  sensac 
tions  of  joyful  delight.  Miss  Fitzher- 
bert  was  confined  by  indisposition ;  and 
too  amiable  to  deprive  others  of  happi- 
ness,  because  she  could  not  partake  of 
it,  consented  that  Miss  Dubois  should 
go  without  her,  and  when  Ellen  entered 
her  dressing  room,  blooming  and  beauti- 
ful as  an  angel,  dressed  for  the  intended 
visit,  Miss  Fitzherbert  embraced  her  with 
feelings  truly  maternal ;  and  thought^  as 
with  a  light  step  she  bounded  down  the 
stairs,  and  ascended  the  carriage. with 
the  agility  of  a  sylph,  she  had  never  seen 
so  animated  and  beautiful  a  creature. 

Mouutstuart  was  watching  at  the  gate 
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of  the  mansion ;  and,  on  seeing  Ellen, 
could  scarcely  refrain  expressing  his  de- 
light; but,  on  assisting  her  from  the  car- 
riage, she  perceived  an  unusual  gloom 
pervade  his  countenance,  and  instantly 
enquired  if  any  misfortune  had  occurred 
on  his  return  home?  He  said,  he  found 
a  letter  from  a  brother  officer,  saying 
they  were  in  daily  expectation  of  march- 
ing orders,  and  he  must  join  them  in  a 
week,  and  which,  "  if  not  contradicted 
by  to-night's  post,  will  render  the  com- 
mencement of  my  journey  indispensable 
the  day  after  to-morrow;  and  can  I 
think  of  this  dreadful  parting,  and  not 
be  miserable,  my  beloved  Ellen  ?"  She 
sighed  'deeply,  but  continued  silent. 
His  father's  entrance  prevented  further 
conversation ;  and,  immediately  on  the 
ladies'  retiring  after  dinner,  Mountstuart, 
pleading  the  privilege  of  an  invalid,  re- 
tired also.  He  solicited  Ellen  to  walk 
with  him  through  the  grounds,  and  in- 
stantly led  her  into  a  private  patb/and 
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renewed  the  subject  of  his  leaving  her ; 
paiuted  his  grief  and  distraction  in  the 
most  eloquent  terms;  said,  could  he 
have  called  her  his  before  he  went,  he 
should  feel  comparatively  happy.  His 
father,  he  added,,  suspected  the  attach^ 
ment  which  alone  bound  him  to  life,  and 
had  proposed  a  lady,  but  she  was  his 
decided  aversion.  His  father,  though 
obstinate,  was  not  obdurate;  and  would 
she  con^nt  to  a  private  mdrriage,  before 
any  prohibitions  had  taken  place,  he  was 
assured  of  the  affections  of  his  father^ 
and  knew  he  would  forgive  not  having 
been  consulted,  when  the  thmg  was  in- 
evitable. He  solemnly  protested  he 
would  not  urge  her  even  to  see  him  after 
she  had  given  him  the  envied  title  of 
husband,  till  he  could  with  propriety 
claim  her  in  the  face  of  the  world  as  his 
wife.  Ellen  peremptorily  refused  to 
listen  to  such  proposals,  as  equally  de- 
rogatory to  her  pride  and  the  duty  she 
owed  Miss  Fitzberbert.    Mountstuart 
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M^as  still  weak,  and  the  energy  witli 
which  he  had  spoken,  together  with  the 
agitation  of  his  mind  had  so  exhausted 
his  streogth,  tljat  scarcely  able  to 
breathe,  he  informed  Ellen  his  foster 
mother  lived  in  the  cottage  a  few  yards 
distant,  and  if  agreeable  they  would  rest  a 
few  minutes.  A  decent  old  woman  ap- 
peared at  the  door  of  the  cottage  as  they 
approached  the  gate  of  the  neat  garden 
beifore  htr  dwelling,  warmly  expressing 
her  pride  and  delight,  that  the  young  laird 
had  nae  forgotten  his  auld  nnr^e;  but, 
looking  in  his  face,  the  aRectionate  crea- 
ture, alarmed  at  his  pale  looks,  hastened 
to  prepare  a  restorative,  when,  by  an 
effort  of  despair,  he  threw  himself  at  the 
feet  of  Ellen.  "  I  cannot  live,"  cried  he, 
**  unless  I  call  you  mine !  My  reason  will 
not  endure  these  strong  conflicts ;  and  I ' 
swear — "  **  Oh !  stop,  for  Heaven's  sake  T 
exclaimed  Ellen,  alarmed  at  the  wild 
expression  of  his  countenance;  and  the 
desire  to  dissipate  anguish  so  forcibly^ 
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depicted,    absorbed   every  other  idea; 
she   forgot   Miss    Fitzberbert   and  the 
whole  worhl ;  and  said,  "  I  havetfMroni. 
to  be  only  your's,  Mouutstuart  ;-^if  it 
M'ill  add  to  your  iiappiiiess,  1  am  ready 

to  rrali^e  my  promi.se." "JEIIeul  mf 

saving  angel! -do  I  hear  aright?— Re*' 
peat  those  kind  delightful  words  T  and 
he  folded  her  in  his  arms  with  rapturous 
exultation.     ''  Let  me  but  once  hail  luy 
beauteous  Llleu  by  the  endearing  name 
of  fr//^,  and  the  Avorld  will  not  contain 
so  happy  a  being  as  her  adoring  Mount 
Stuart !'  «but  .t  must  be  now ; — no  other 
opportunity  may  occur.       Shall  I  dis- 
patch Margery  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  D.?"*— 
For  a  moment  Ellen  hesitated ;  but  she! 
had  gone  too  far  to  recede ;  and  having 
consented,  Margery  departed,  and  soon 
returned,  accompanied  by  the  reverend 
divine;  when  the  indissoluble  knot  was 
tied,  which  bound  her  to  Mountstnart 
for  life :  Mr.  D.  having  been  enjoined  to 
secrecy,  offered  his  congratulations,  and 
departed. 
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Mattery  told  her  young  laird*  that  as 
8he  was  returning  from  the  minister's 
hou8e>  just  by  tha  trees,  the  great  mon/ 
the  laird  o'  Melcombe  Park,  had  over- 
taken ttiem.      Mountstuart  spoke  not, 
but  earnestly  regarded  Ellen,  whose  sen- 
sations it  would  be  difficult  to  describe. 
"  Was  she,  then,  become  a  bride? — 
Mountstuart s    bride? — -Jt  surely   was 
lik^adreamT  and  looking  at  the  ring 
George's  foster-sister  had  lent  her,  and 
which  she  must  now  relinquish,  a  super- 
stitious tremor  seized  her;  and  she  re- 
turned it  to  the  widowed  Susan,  with  a 
tear.     Mountstuart  wiped  the  precious 
drop  from  her  blooming  cheeky  which  he 
fervently  saluted.    And  now  trying^to 
recover  herself,  she  begged  they  might 
return  before  their  absence  was  much 
noticed ;  and  looking  at  her  watch,  (sup« 
posed  to  have  been  her  mother  s)  was 
forcibly  struck'with  the  idea  that  apri* 
vate  marriage  had  probably  been  the 
origin  of  her  misfortunes  ;—«^*  And  \ 

'^^i^h.  III.  £ 
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alas!  have  trodden  the  same  palhT 
She  sighed  deeply.  Mountstuart,  draw- 
ing her  arm  through  his,  they  left  Mar- 
gery's little  dwelling,  amidst  her  prayers 
and  blessings;  and  followed  by  poor 
Susan's  hearty  good  wishes. 

Ellen  walked  silently  on,  meditating 
on  her  strange  fate.  She  doubted  not 
the  hcpless  lot  her  parents  had  expe- 
rienced ;  and  considered  whether  she 
ought  not  to  inform  Mountstuart  of  all 
she  knew,  but  felt  unwilling  in  her  pre- 
sent circumstances.  Her  thoughts  next 
glanced  to  the  manner  in  which  she  had 
entered  his  family.  "  Mortifying  reflec- 
tion !"  pursued  Ellen,  mentally :  "  but 
what  is  that  to  the  grief  I  shall  endure, 
when  I  see  my  beloved  friend,  my  gene- 
rous protectress,  my  kind  Miss  Fitzher- 
bert ! — Dare  I  still  venture  to  call  her  so! 
How  shall  I  ever  meet  the  purity  emana- 
ting from  her  eye !" Jiist  then,  meet- 
ing Mountstuart's  looks  gravely  bent  on 
her,  she  tried  to  recover  some  degree  of 
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cheerfulnefss.  "  It  is  done  !'*  she  reflected, 
and  endeavoured  to  enter  into  conversa- 
tion; but  he  saw  it  was  an  effort^  and 
was  displeased.  Having  taken  her  a 
nearer  way,  Murdoch  soon  appeared  in 
view ;  when  turning  round,  to  Ipok  for 
Mai^ry's  cottage,  they  observed  some 
one  gliding  behind  the  trees ;  but  took 
no  further  notice  of  the  circumstance. 

As  none  of  the  party  had  been  long 
returned,  their  stay  had  not  been  ob- 
served ;  and  the  evening  was  far,  ad- 
vanced before  the  carriages  were  order- 
ed". When  handing  Ellen  in,  George 
took  an  opportunity  of  whispering,  that 
he  must  see  her  for  a  few  minutes,  in  the 
road  to  Daisy  Farm,  the  following  morn- 
ing ;  which  lay  in  a  hollow,  something 
more  than  a  mile  from  Broom-hill ;  and 
the  hour  was  fixed  for  their  meeting. 
Having  become  a  wife,  poor  Bllen  now 
found  it  would  be  necessary  to  obey:-^^ 
she  had  placed  the  voice  of  authority  in 
the  breast  of  another,  and  must  observe 
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the  commands  of  her  lawful  lord,  ^hidi 
is  not  always  a  very  pleasant  lesson  to 
practise.     This  she  began  to  consider, 
as  they  rode  home;  but  much  more  did 
she  think  of  Ciara,   and   whether  vfae 
ought  to  remain  with  her,  in  fact,  anim-  J 
po3tor.     She  would  greatly  have  pre- 
ferred  suffering  any  hardships,  to  tbi« 
perpetual  reproach  to  her  feelings;  but 
upon  reflection,  she  thought  it  a  penance 
it  had  become  a  duty  to  submit  to ;  and  . 
she  determined  to  do  so,  without  a  IDU^  \ 
mur,  tilt  Mountstuart  claimed  her.-— 
"  Never  shall  Miss  Fitzherbert  know  it, 
till  I  am  properly  received  by  his  family, 
and  can  appear  with  respectability  as  his 
wife ;"  she  mentally  resolved ;  **  and  then 
If  she  sees  me  happy,  thoui|;h  she  may 
blush  for  my  folly,  she  will,  J  am  sure, 

be  mduced  to  pardon  me. ^Oh,  God!  i 

could  I  save  Miss  Fitzherbert  even  suf-  ' 
fering  one  pang  on  my  account,  I  should 
feel  happy  I"     Having  in  some  manner 
quieted  her  spirits^  she  met  Clara  with 
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more  composure  tlian  she  had  hoped  to 
be  mistress  of,  at  their  first  interview. 

IN^ext  piorniug,  after  the  usual  engage- 
ments were  over,  with  a  beating  heart, 
.fearful  of  discovery,  Ellen  left  Broom- 
hill,  and  had  nearly  reached  Daisy  field, 
before  she  saw  any  one;  at  length,  she 
observed  Susan  advancing  towards  her; 
who  respectfully  curtsying,  gave  her  a 
letter  fiK)m  Mountstuart.  What  was 
her  astonishment,  on  reading  it,  to  learn 
that  he  was  by  that  time  many  miles 
distant : — that  at  midnight  a  messenger 
had  arrived  from  Melcowibe  Park,  with 
,  a  letter,  commanding  him  to  join  his  re- 
giment,  then  on  their  march  to  Ports- 
mouth for  embarkation.  At  this  cruel 
sentence,  he  continued,  he  was  almost 
frantic.  "At  one  moment,'' continued 
he,  "  I  detiermined  to  throw  up  my  com- 
mi^'sion ;  but  reflecting  that  to  such  a 
step  was  attached  disgrace,  infamy,  and 
ruin  for  life,  and  that  a  pistol  must  be 
my  next  resource,  I  determined  to  en- 
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dure  for  your  sake,  and  in  the  hope  of 
future  happiness,  my  present  destiny. 
It  did  also  occur,  Ellen,  I  will  confess  it, 
to  claim  and  take  you  with  me;  but  this^ 
even  this,  I  had  resolution  to  wHhstand. 
Oh  !  my  disordered  brain  f — 'tis  nought 
but  madness  aiid  confusion  !- — Shoujd 
we  indeed,  Ellen,  be  ordered  .abroad, 
(distraction  lent  that  thought  I)  and  1 
cannot  again  return  to  see  you,  I  will 
not  answer  for  myself—for  my  own  reso* 
lution.  Hold  yourself  in  readiness  for 
a  summons,  and  be  not  surprised  at  it; 
fori  cannot — cannot  live  without  you  I 
but  I  hope  to  obtain  leave  of  absence, 
for  a  short  time  at  least,  to  take  leave 
of  my  Ellen! — my  love! — my  M?i/e/— 
I  shall  travel  post;  but  in  secret  you 
must  admit  me.  Margery  has  directions 
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how  to  forward  your  letters.  Be  careful 
not  to  venture  out  alone,  and  particu* 
larly  near  the  ruins.  The  chaise  waits 
to  carry  me  ftom  you ; — Farewell,  my 


79 

beautiful,    my  beloved  Ellen!-— I  can 
scarcely   write, 

Thii?e,  unalterably, 

"  G.  MpUNTSTUART." 

Ellen  shuddered  as  she  perused  this 
letter ;  and  assailed  by  different  emo- 
tions she  wished  yet  dreaded  to  see  the 
man  to  whom  she  had  bound  her  fate  ; 
hoped,  yet  feared  his  return ;  and  fold- 
ing the  letter,  with  a  heavy  sigh,  she 
tnrned  to  give  directions  to  Susan ;  who 
informed  her  that  the  great  laird  frae 
Melcombe  Park  had  been  wi*  her  mither, 
palavering  *her  to  make  her  tell  a'  she 
kenned  ;  but  she  was  too  niony  for  him  ; 
and  he  left  the  cottage  nae  meikle  the 
wiser  for  a'  she  tauld  him."  Ellen,  in- 
expressibly shocked,  earnestly  recom- 
mendedilhe  utnoiost  caution ;  and  request- 
ed Susan  to  accompany  her  part  of  the 
way  to  Broom-hill.  When  near  to  Mra* 
Osborne's,  she  liberally  rewarded' heif.- 
for  her  kiDdness,   and  dismissed  faeti 
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Fatigued  and  spiritless,  Ellen  entered 
the  house,  and  gained  lier  own  apart- 
ment unobserved ;  where,  throwing  her- 
self on  the  bed,  a  torrent  of  the  most 
bitter  tears  she  had  ever  shed,  relieved 
her  almost  bursting  heart.  A  week  of 
painful  suspence  passed  before  a  second 
letter  from  Mountstuart  He  now  in- 
formed her,  that  to  obtain  leave  of  ab- 
sence was  impossible;  that  almost  mad 
^ith  disappointment,  he  was  ordered  oil 
board  ;  their  destination  supposed  to  be 
the  West  Indies,  and  they  wer«  then 
under  sailing  orders.  Years  might  inter- 
vene before  they  again  met,  if  she  did 
not  conse^ut  to  wave  idle  punctilio,  and 
join  him  as  soon  as  the  regimelit  became 
stationary.  He  concluded  by  saying, 
lie  could  not  paint  the  agony  this  sepa- 
ration cost  him. 

It  was  hut  a  melancholy  party  now 
at  Broora-hill.  The  flower  of  the  hill  no 
longer  bloomed  as  it  was  wont  to  do ; 
thoAjgh  still  it  was  the  sweetest  flower. 
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Clara  thought,  the  sun  had  ever  shone 
on.  Day  after  day,  month  after  month, 
passed  away,  and  no  letter  arrived  from 
Osborne;  till  suspence  at  last  became 
intolerable  in  the  breast  of  the  afflicted 
mother,  and  Jessy's  blooming  cheek 
faded  before  it:  sincerely  did  Miss  Fitz- 
herbert  and  Ellen  share  their  gri^. 
Mrs.  Qsborue  concealed  the  agony  of 
her  feelings^  fearful  of  increasing^he  sor- 
row  of  tht^  interesting  Jessy ;  till  worn 
out  by  grief,  the  affectionate  mother  be^ 
came  a  true  representative  of  patient  re- 
signatioit.  The  conflict  was,  however^ 
toa  severe,  and  her  constitution  sunk 
beneath  the  jpg^ure  of  misfortune.  Miss 
Fitzherbert  saw  with  alarm  the  situation 
ta  which  her  venerable  friend  was  rep 
duced,  and  perceived  the  daily  advances 
of  death  hurr5  ing  his  victim  to  the  tomb ; 
and  when  she  gently  hinted  herf(§ar8,  jt 
would  be  difficult  to  say,  whether  the 
Borrow  of  her  adopted  children,  as  she 
always  called  them»  or  Misa  O^^bome'A 
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V'lis  the  greatest.     Sensible  of  her  ap- 
prv.Kichinir  dissolution,  with  the  greatest 
composure,  she  made  such  arrangeiueDts 
as  kindness  and   prudence  dictated.— 
**  You  will,"  said  she,  "  beloved  Hen- 
rietta, (who  stood  fondly  pressing  her 
cold  hand  between  hers);  you  will  soon 
be   deprived   of  your   mother's  protec- 
tion! and  a  small  income  will  be  all  yoQ 
will  possess!  Be  not  so  much  afflicted, 
but  endeavour   to  hear  me   with  com- 
posure.     Should    your   brother   be  re- 
stored to  you,  his  siister  will  never  know 
a  want  in   his   power  tt)   prevent;  but 
should  Heaven  Irave  ordered  it  other- 
wise— ~"    JPoor  Jessy,  no  longer  able  to 
controul  her  grief,  sobbed  aloud  ;  and 
Mrs.  Osborne   kindly  took   her   band, 
saying,  "  Be  comforted,  my  sweet  Jessy, 
assured,  that  if  it  is  so,  'tis  for  the  best; 
and,  at  last,  we  shall  all,  I  trust,  meet 
again  ; — when   life's   uncertainties    and 
trials  are  over — meet,  to  be  no  more  se- 
parated.   I  have  little  more  to  say,  my 
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children,'*  addressing  them  ajl,  as  they 
gathered  round  her  bed;  **  for,  1  trust, 
your  principles  are  too  well  fixed,  to 
need  my  admonitions  9iou;/  Keep  in  view 
the  scene  you  are  M^itnessitig,  as  a  check 
to  every  thing  wrong,  a  safeguard  to 
virtue;  which  is  the  best,  the  only  sup- 
port in  the  hour  of  distress  and  dis- 
solving nature!  You  will,  I  am  sure,  all 
recollect  me  with  tenderness  (looking 
slowly  arbund)  for,  with  a  mother's  fond- 
ness have  I  regarded  each  of  you !"  A 
solemn  silence  prevailed ;  even  the  pa- 
tient sufferer  could  not,  from  prevailing 
feeling,  for  a  few  minutes,  proceed.  She 
wiped  a  tear  from  her  eye,  the  last  tear; 
for  sorrowing  humanity  was  becoming 
beatified  and  immortal.  "  You  see  me, 
sinking,  not,  I  hope,  from  want  of  fortH 
tude,  but  subdued  by  bodily  decay.  .lieff* 
it  be  a  warniug  to  you,  my  children; -frt 
the  beginning  of  grief,  not  to  let  it  prey 
upon  you.  Could  you  have  continued 
together^  to'  have  been  a  support  ^aod 
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comfort  to  each  other,  I  should  have  felt 
less  anxiety ;  but  this,  at  present,  I  fear, 
cannot  be ;— to  the  high  hand  of  Heaven^ 
in  all  things,  we  must  submit ! — Receive 
my  last  farewell  I  (as  attempting  to  raise 
her  head,  she  took  leave  of  tfa^m  all.) 
And  now,  leave  me,   I  would  be  for 
a  while  alone/'   Overcome  with  di8tre88,> 
which  they  durst  not  indulge,  they  re* 
tired  into  an  adjoining  apartmuent;  when,., 
after  some  time,  they  found  she  slept 
Henrietta  stole  softly  to  her  chamber,, 
where    she    continued   watching^  with 
raised  hands,  silently  imploring  the  bles^ 
sing  of  Heaven  on  her  dying  parent; 
when  Mri^;  Osborne,  awaking,  observed 
her   much    loved    child;   and   sweetly 
smiling,  as  her  eyes  fee  the  last  time  be- 
held her,  "  My  beloved  Henrietta  P  she 
softly  ejaculated,  and  sunk  agaiainto  an 
easy  slumber,,  in  which  her  pure  spirit 
winged  its  flight  to  the  regions  of  im- 
mortality. 
Mr.  Gordon,  whom  Mrs*  Osborne  had 
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appointed  guardian  to  her  daughter^ 
M^as  immediately  informed  of  the  n^e-^ 
lancboly  event,  and  soon  arrived  to  ^ive 
the  requisite  directions.  Scarcely  were  ' 
the  remains  of  Mrs.  Osborne  consigned 
to  their  parent  earth,  **  where  the  v^retch- 
ed  sleep  in  peace !"  vi^hen  Miss  Fitzher- 
bert  was  apprised  of  a  misfortune  of  the 
utmost  magnitude.  A  letter  from  her 
agent,  informed  her  of  the  complete 
failure  of  the  house  in  which  was  placed 
the  greatest  part  of  her  property,,  except 
her  annuity.  Mr.  Sanritzy  strongly  ad* 
Tised  her  to  visit  America,  and  con- 
cluded by  informing  her  of  the  death  of 
Mr.  Marsiand ;  and  that  he  had  en- 
trusted to  bis  care  a  letter,  which  he  had 
promised  to  deliver  into  Miss  Fitzher-^ 
bert'i^  own  hands.  Clara  determined  to 
;Conceal  from  Ellen  the  extent  of  her  loss^ 
until  her  resolution  was  finally  fixed  re» 
specting  her  leaving  England.  Elleo: 
had  also  her  share  of  misery ;  she  had 
heard  with  horror  Mr.  Mountiitaart  la*4 
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tnent,  in  the  most  feeling  terms,  to  Flora, 
the  dissolute  life  George  led  in  the  West 
Indies.     Miss  Mountstuart,  laughingly 
,  observed,  she  supposed  her  brother  in- 
tended some  pretty  Wowsky  to  produce 
a  dangling  branch  to  the  genealogical 
tree    of  the  illustrious    Mountstaartst 
Inexpressibly  shocked  at  these  observa- 
tions, Ellen  could  scarcely  credit  the 
reality  of  her  senses,  \vhich  told  her  she 
had  bound  herself  for  life  to  a  character, 
of  all  others  she  had  been  taught  to  hold 
in  abhorrence,  that  of  an  unprincipled 
libertine.       This     idea     daily     gaining 
strength  on   the  mind  of  the  guileless 
Ellen,  effaced,  in  some  measure,   that 
fancied  enthusiastic  love,  which  had  in- 
duced  her  to  brave  so  much  for  his 
sake.     Miss  Fitzherbert,  forcibly  ui^ed 
by  the  desolate  friendless  situation  to 
which  Ellen  would  be  reduced,  in  case 
of  her  death,  determined  once  more  to 
visit  America;  but  concealed,  in  some 
measure,  the  immediate   cause;    an^ 
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when  Ellen  was  informed  of  the  intend* 
ed  separation,  she  was  inconsolable;  but, 
on  being  assured  it  was  only  for  a  few 
months,  by  degrees  recovered  her  sere- 
nity, and  the  necessary  arrangements 
were  began  for  the  voyage.  Miss  Fitz- 
herbert  wished  to  piace  Ellen  under  the 
protection  of  a  clergyman's  family  in. 
Perth;  but  having  received  a  pressing 
invitation  from  Mrs.  Drummond^  to 
which  Ellen  gave  the  preference,  it  was 
determined  that  she  should,  remain  dur* 
ing  her  absence  under  the  care  of  that 
lady,  who  was  then  at  Bath.  Mrs. 
Prummond  was  an  elegant  and  fashioOi- 
able  woman,  with  a  large  independent 
fortune,  to  whom  they  had  been  intro- 
duced at  the  assembly  at  Perth.  She 
had  appeared  to  Miss  Fitzherbert  intel- 
ligent and  amiable;  and  a  good  heart 
seeks  not  for  concealed  defects.  Her 
daughter,  about  fourteen,  had  just  been 
separated  from  a  beloved  governess, 
Mrs.  Drummond  wished  to  suppfy  her 
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place,  by  the  invitation  to  Miss  Dnhow^ 
The  uight  before  their  departure,  Kllen 
hastened  to  take  leave  of  the  M^orthy  cot- 
tager, Margery,  aiul  had  ju^t  gained  her 
humble  dwelling,  when  nhe  saw  a  ser- 
Taut  in  the  Mouutstuart  livery,  holdiug 
a  horse,  and  immediateiy  Mr;  Mounts 
Stuart  came  from  the  cottage :  a  friendly 
'wall  screened  her  from  observation,  and 
as  they  passed,  she  heard  some  mys- 
teriouH  words,  which  evidently  alluded 
to  her  situation;  and,  much ^alarmed^ 
•he  entered  the  cottage* 

Margery  blessed  her  stars  for  the  ho* 
nour  that  was  done  her.  How  proud 
phe  was  to  see  her  d(  ar  lady  I  she  only 
wished  the  young  laird  war' alang  wi' 
her ;  luit  she  was  glad  she  had  nae  come 
before ;  for  there  had  been  the  great  mon 
sounding  and  twisting  her  about;  but  a' 
to  nae  nionner  o' purpose ;  she  saw  he 
suspected  a  somethings  and  wanted  her 
to  tell ;  but  she  would  cut  out  her  tongue 
ere  she'd  bioi.    EUeu^  much  gratified  by 
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her  attachment,  again  recommended  se- 
crecy ;  and  after  making  her  and  Susan 
a  farewell  present,  she  took  leave  amid 
their  tears  and  blessings. 

The  neAt  morning  Miss  Fitzherbert 
and  FJlen  took  a  sad  farievvell  of  their 
beloved  Henrietta  and  Jessy ;  and  com- 
menced their  jonrney  with  heavy  hearts. 
At  the  end  of  the  lirst  stage,  they  were 
much  surprised  by  meeting  Arthur 
Mountstuart,  who  accompanied  them 
across  th^  passage,  and  then  reluctantly 
bade  them  farewell.  With  a  deep  sigh, 
he  fixed  his  eyes  upon  the  beautiful 
Cllen,  and  said,  in  a  tone  of  sorrowful 
despondency,  he  hoped  the  Jloiier  of 
the  Ai//  would  not  become  an  exotic^  hut 
bloom  and  flourish  there  again :  then 
raising  a  hand  of  eaeh  respectfully  to 
his  lips,  he  bowed  and  left  them. 
/:JM[iss  Fitzherbert  now  regarded  Ellen 
with  much  attention,  and  then  affection- 
ately taking  her  hand,  said,.  "  Is  Mr. 
Mountstuart  a  favoured  lover  of  my  dear 
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girl's  ?*'     Ellen  blushed  deeply ;  but  db  |jj^ 
dared,  with  great  truth,  that  though  he 
had  certainly  been  particular  in  hits  at 
tentions,    his  conversation  had  alwaji 

been  general, "  Then  always  avoid 

him;  for  trust  me,   my  beloved  Ellen, 
the  man  who  trifles  with  the  feelings  of 
an  innocent  virtuous  woman,  is  unworthy 
esteem  : — nay,  he  forfeits  his  claims  on 
society  as  a  gentleman,  if  he  endeavoan 
by  clandestine  means,  to  insuare  theaf-'| 
fections   of   the  inexperienced.'*    Con- 
scious Ellen  shuddered,  but  remained 
silent.     She  had  obser\ed  a  man  regard- 
ing her  with  much  scrutiny,  as  she  de< 
scended  the  carriage,  and  had  an  imper- 
fect recollection  of  having  seen  him  at 
every  stage.     For  a  moment  she  vaa 
alarmed  ;  but  instantly  concluding,  that 
he  must  be  travelling  the  same  road, 
she  endeavoured  to  dismiss   Iier  fears. 
However,  when. stepping  from  the  coach 
iu  London,  she  again  encountered  the 
fixed  gaze  of  the  man  she  had  noticed 
before,  apparently    watching  her,  she 
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thought  the  circumstance  very  strange ; 
and  determined,  if  she  saw  him  again^ 
to  inform  Miss  Fitzherbert ;  but  she  saw 
him  no  more.  Immediately  on  their  ar- 
rival at  the  inn,  Miss  Fitzherbert  wrote 
a  note  to  her  agent,  and  requested  to 
see  him  directly.  He  shortly  made  his 
appearance,  followed  by  the  Captain, 
who  informed  her  he  should  sail  in  a 
week  from  that  time.  The  agent,  after 
setiliQg  the  accounts  paid  the  balance  d  ue 
to  Miss  Fitzherbert,  and  took  leave,  po- 
litely regretting  his  leaving  town  directly 
prevented  his  having  the  pleasure  of 
again  enquiring  after  their  health.  The 
Captain,  who  appeared  a  well-bred  in- 
telligent man,  followed  his  friend,  say- 
ing, he  should  have  the  honor  of  waiting 
on  them  shortly. 

As  soon  as  they  were  ajone,  Miss  Fitz- 
herbert insisted  on  Ellen's  accepting  half 
the  money  she  had  received  ;  which 
Ellen,  fearful  in  her  friend's  altered  cir- 
cuoistances,  the  donation  was  tooliberal^ 
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would  gladly  have  declined,  ni^ng  thaf, 
with  Mrs.  Drununond,  she  should  not 
want  it.  "Alas!  my  love,  you  know 
not  what  you  may  want  before  you  hear 
from  me,  as  letters  are  uncertain;  there- 
fore, if  you  wish  to  avoid  giving  piiin^ 
consi|[2:n  your  purse  to  your  ridicule,  aod  vi 
we  will  converse  on  other  subjects.  1 
Klleu,  with  a  grateful  tear,  obeyed,  bat 
determined  if  possible  not  to  use  this 
gr^vTous  present;  and,  taking  Clara*fl 
haud,  kissed  it,  sti)ing,  "  Ah!  how  mnch 
do  I  owe  v'li!  A!as!  what  do  I  not 
owe  yon?"  The  tear  fell  on  l.er  cheek; 
which  Ciara, affectionately  wipin;^^  away, 
said,  •'  Come,  come,  no  more  of  this;  I 
nm  a.nply  lepaid."  Ellen,  quite  over- 
come, hui  nearly  ihrown  herself  at 
Clara's  f.^(  t,  and  confessed  all ;  but  Iier 
pi  om!se  recurred  in  full  force,  and  the 
misery  she  should  occasion  her  kiud 
beje  actr^es.  Grt  atfy  affected,  her  full 
heart  slriiggling  with  the  inipontaut  se- 
cret, she  rested   her  head   on   Clani> 
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Bhonlder,  who  folded  hter  tenderly  to  her 
bosom ;  and  soothed  by  her  exalted 
friend,  slie  became  composed. 

Mrs.  Drummond  had  informed  Miss 
Fitzherbert  that  a  servant  she  had  left 
in  town  would  attend  Miss  Dubois  tp 
Bath,  and  hoped  it  would  be  perfectly 
convenient  to  leave  London  on  Tuesday. 
Mrs.  Marley,  (the  servant  mentioned  ia  . 
her  note)  soon  made  her  appearance, 
saying,  tlie  carriage  would  be  ready  on 
Tuesday,  by  four  o'clock,  if  Miss  l)ui 
bofs  would  be  ready.  A  deep  sigh 
burst  f.om  Eilen^s  lacerated  heart,  as 
she  looked  at  Miss  Fitzherbeit^  and  ta.. 
a  faint  voice,  said,  she  would  atjtend  to 
the  time  appointed;  and  Mrs.  Marley 
departed  with  an  airof  high  consequence. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  describe 
Mrhat  each  felt,  when  the  hour  of  separa-  . 
tion  arrived, '  hich  unexpectedly  was  on 
Tuesday  morning;  when  the  captaia 
called  to  inform  Clara,  he  should  sai|  on 
that  day,  and  hoped  6lie  was  prepajred. 
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•*  Yes !  as  well  as  I  ever  shall  be  f *'  said 
she,  looking  tenderly  at  Ellen,  from 
whom  she  could  scarcely  tear  herself 
away.  She  had  been  her  principal  com- 
fort for  many  years — the  object  of  her 
constant  thought  and  tenderness.  They 
had  first  met  at  an  impressive  moment; 
and  it  was  hard  indeed  to  part: — it  was 
the  most  agonising  moment  Ellen  had 
ever  felt :  nor  did  she  quit  her  friend  till 
the  ship  was  under  weigh.  She  then 
returned,  solitary  and  deserted,  passing 
the  time  in  tears  till  it  wjets  necessary  to 
prepare  for  her  departure. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 


^  The  arrival  of  Mrs.  Marley  rendered 
it  requisite  for  Ellen  to  assume  some  re- 
solution; and  they  set  out,  with  post 
horses  for  Marlborough,  which  they  did 
not  reach  until  three  in  the  morning. 
This  was  not  very  material  to  Ellen,  as 
she  would  not  have  slept,  had  she  passed 
the  hours  in  bed ;  and  to  her  companion 
it  appear&d  to  make  little  difference,  as 
she  slept  very  soundly  where  she  was. 
The  morning  dawned  darkly,  with  a 
drizzling  cold  rain,  giving  birth  to  melan- 
choly ideas.  "  It  is  cheerless !"  thought 
£llen,  "  like  my  prospects  : — deprived 
of  my  loved,  my  valued  protectress,  and 
uncertain  as  to  the  fate  of  my  husband!" 
When  they  again  pursued  their  jour- 
ney towards  Bath,  Ellen  could  not  for- 
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bear  fancying  that  Ahe  bad  %em  Ac 
strange  man,  as  8he  stood  at  the  win* 
dow  of  the  inn,  talking  earnestly  witht 
young  man  in  a  yellow  jacket,  whomdi 
supposed  was  one  of  the  post'^boys. 
Tlie  day,  instead  of  brightening, 
yet  more  gloomy  and  louring ;  the  clo 
rolled  heavily  on,  and  a  violent 
seemed  approaching.  At  length, 
darkiless  grew  almost  terrific; 
looked  wildly  round,  and  thoaght 
Clara.  They,  had  now  got  about 
way  on  their  first  stage  from  Ma 
tough;  and  to  avoid  some  very  ro 
road,  the  post-boy  drove  so  close  up  M 
a  bank,  the  carriage  was  laid  on  oN 
side,  though  not  quite  overturned;  tk 
horses,  however,  appeared  to  he  nxf 
tame  animals;  they  stopped  directlji 
and  the  boy  alighting,  opened  the  door 
of  the  carriage,  where  lay  poor  Mi* 
Marley  speechless  with  terror.  Eika 
had  uttered  a  piercing  shriek,  but  did 
not  lose  her  recollection ;  and  now, 
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the  driver*^  assistance,  got  out.  The 
next  thing  was  how  to  get  Mrs,  Marley 
out,  as  she  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the  car- 
riage :  this  was  at  length,  however,  ef- 
fected, by  the  joint  assistance  of  Ellen 
and  the  post  boy ;  but  in  laying  fast  hold 
of  him,  Mrs/Marlefy  tore  open  his  great 
coat,  and  discovered  to  Ellen  the  yellow 
jacket,  just  at  the  moment  that  a  chaise 
froni  a  cross  road  ca^nc  up  to  them. 
Their  post-boy  begged  the  driver  to  lend 
Him  a  hand,  for  he  had  got  two  ladies 
standing  in  the  rain  ;  he  was  sure  one  of 
the  springs  of  his  chaise  was  damaged; 
and  so  far  from  any-,  place  whei'e  they 
*  could  get  it  put  to  rights.  Ellen  could 
not  divert  her  thoughts  from  the  yellow 
jacket,  and  paid  very  little  attention  to 
what  the  driver  was  saying,  who  inter*^ 
larded  his  remarks  with  many  horrid 
oaths ;  but  stood  silently  by  Mrs.  Mar- 
ley,  who,  indeed  talked  for  them  both. 
What  would  her  mistress  say  ?  — She 
should  be  quite  and  clear  "ruinated;  as 

VOL.  in.  F 
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so  be  she  was  in  the  new  chaise  when 
it  was  broke,  and  destroyed,  aod  turned 
over !— No,  she  could  never  stand  it!— 
sihc  wished  the  driver  h^d  been  at  old 
Harry  rather  than  such  a  sad  unluckiness 
should  have  happened  I  beginning  to 
abuse  the  other  postillion,  who  was 
moving  slowly  away,  in  which  she  was 
heartily  seconded  by  their  James,  as  she 
called  him,  who  shouted  after  him  most 
vociferously;  when  the  person  in  the 
carriage,  {apparently  roiised  by  the  cla- 
mour,) letting  down  one  of  the  windows, 
enquired,  what  was  the  matter?  and  oa 
being  informed,  immediately  ordered  the 
door  to  be  opened  for  him,  and  the 
driver  to  assist  the  other  post-boy  in- 
stantly. Ellen  was  so  taken '  up  with 
her  situation,  that  she  did  not  observe 
the  approach  of  the  traveller,  till  he  was 
close  by  her  side,  when  she  uttered  a 
faint  shriek,  on  perceiving  it  was  the 
dreaded  Stranger.  He  looked  surprised, 
and  lamenting  the  accident,  begged^she 
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would  get  into  his  chaise,  till  the  other 
could  go  on,  "  Aye,  please  your  ho- 
nour/* said  James,  ^*  but  I  know  not 
when  that  will  be;  for  here*s  the  devil 
to  pay  with  this  here  spring  here,  scratch- 
ing his  head :  **  I'm  sure  I  wish  I'd  never 

driven  it/* 

J* 

The  stranger,  taking]  Bllen's  arm,  ob- 
served how  wet  she  was  ;  and  again  en- 
treated her  to  sit  in  his  chaise.  Coldly^ 
but  with  visible  trepidation,  she  thanked 
hirA;  but  preferred  waiting  where  she 
was. — -"  Madam,"  said  the  Stranger, 
*<  you  must  not  think  of  remaining  here;*' 
apparently  det^ermined  to  force  her  for- 
wards, whilst  she  strenuously  refused  to 
go.  He  must  insist  upon  it,  he  said» 
that  she  should  take  shelter  from  the 
rain :  that  he  should  be  happy  to  ac- 
commodate the  other  lady;  but  having^ 
luggage  with  him,  he,feared  there  would 
not  be  room  for  all;  and  he  was  unfigir- 
tuuately  an  invalid,  or  be  would  jj^ve 
offered  her  and  Ellen  the  cli§ub»e  to  have 

F  2         . 
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proceeded  in  together.  This,  dnd  beinj; 
called  a  lady,  somewhat  appeased  Mrs. 
Mariey's  rising  wrath.  He  then  ordered 
the  postillion,  in  a  determined  voice,  to 
turn,  and  bring  the  carriage  back,  that 
the  lady  might  not  have  so  far  to  walk. 
He  still  held  Ellen's  arm ;  who  terrified 
beyond  measure  by  his  manner,  looked 
around  for  some  means  of  escape;  when, 
at  a  considerable  distance,  she  pertfeived 
a  coach  approaching  them,  and  by  ao 
effort  of  despair,  broke  from  his  firm 
grasp,  and  swift  as  an  arrow,  run  towards 
the  coach. 

The  Stranger  was  for  a  moment  fixed 
to  th^spot,  whtn  recollecting  himself,  he 
tried  toovtilake  her;  but  stumbling  over 
the  rough  road,  he  ell.  Ellen  still  pur- 
suing her  way,  and  the  coach  advancing, 
he  tlien  rctreaied,  and  jumping  into  the 
chaise,  wQvS  tlirectiy  driven  off.  Their 
postillion  soon  (in  \v  the  fallen  carriage 
into  the  voad  a;;ain,  and  assuring  Mrs. 
Mariey  the  spring  was"  not  hurt,  toM 


her  she  might  get  in  ;  at  the  same  tirae 
muttering  he  should  very  likely  lose  his 
place,  for  being  so  late  home  again.  The 
coach  had  stopped  and  taken  Ellen  up ; 
and  as  she  passed,  she  told  Mrs,  Marley, 
that  as  she  would  add  to  the  height, 
she  thought  it  better  £o  go  on  the  next 
stage  in  the  coach;  to  which  she  replied 
rather  pertly,  "  As  you  please,  Mias  !'* 
tossing  her  head. 

The  coach  in  which  Miss  Dubois  had 
taken  her  place  happened  to  stop  at  the 
48ame  inn  where  Mrs.  Marley  had  juat 
arrived;  and  instantly  joining*  her,  by 
great  attention  and  civility^  she  restored 
her  to  perfect  good  humour;  and  with 
some  difficulty  reconciled  her  to  her  pro- 
ceeding in  the  sitage.  To  Ellen's  great 
joy,  on  entering  the  coach,  she  found 
three  genteel  looking  people :  the  coafch* 
man  waited  a  few  minutes  for  another 
passenger,  who  not  coming,  he  swore  he 
woftid  wart  no  longer,  for  the  Pope;  and 
whipping  liis  horses,  drove  ojQff  when  a 
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cry  of  "  Stop!  stop !"  was  quickly  heard, 
and  the  steps  let  down  to   admit  the 
passenger.     Ellen  continued  looking  at 
the  shops,  as  the  new  comer  sat  down 
by  her;  at  length  turning  her  head,  she 
beheld  close  at  her  elbpw,  glancing  at 
her  a  malicious  smile,  the  Stranger  1-^ 
That  there  was  design  in  all  this  she 
could  no  longer  doubt,  though  with  what 
precise  view,  she  could  dot  determine. 
Little  conversation  passed  on  the  road; 
and  the  stage  stopping  to  change  horses 
at  Bath,  set  down  Ellen  and  the  Stran- 
ger at  the  san^e  inn.     Ellen  desired  the 
waiter  to  shew  her  a  room  where  she 
could  be  alone.     A  smile  of  cootempt 
passed  the  Stranger  s  dark  countenance 
when  he  heard  the  request :  he  attempt- 
ed not  to  follow,  as  tlie  waiter  opened 
the  door  of  a  small  parlour  which  looked 
upon  the  street. 

Ellen,  though  most  impatient  to  be 
gone,  determined  to  wait  there  a  idiile, 
supposing  she  should  hear  from  Mrs. 


Drummond,  as  Mrs,  Marley  knew  what 
inn  the  stage  stopped  at;  but,  as  the 
evening  was  advancing,  she  rung  the 
bell,  and  desired  the  waiter  would  send 
a  porter  to  take  hey  trunk  to  Mrs.  Drum- 
mond's,  in  L street;  and  was  con- 
sidering if  Mrs.  Drummond  did  not  send 
for  her,  how  it  would  be  best  for  her  to 
act)  when  the  door,  which  she  was  stand- 
ing behind,  was  gently  opened ;  and,  by 
the  light)  which  a  dull  fire  .alone  gave, 
she  could  just  discover  the  face  of  the 
Stranger.  She  had  nearly  betrayed  her- 
self by  a  scream;  it  was,  however,  evi- 
dent he  had  not  seen  hep.  Just  then,  a 
stage  going  to  London,  drov^  up  to  the 
house,  and  she  heard  him  enquire,  if 
th^e  was  room  for  a  passenger ;  and 
bejng  answered  in  the  affirmative;  he 
asked,  how  soon  they  shouW  set  out? — 
"  In  five  minutes,"  the  coachman  replied. 

*'  How  far  is  L —  street  from  h^ce?" 

^  About  half  a  mile." — "And  cannot  yott 
wait  till  I  just  step  there?"— Th^  coach*' 
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man  swore,  lie  would  not  wait  for  a 

prince! — "Well,  then,  the  D IV  in  it, 

or  all  must  be  safe  at  present;  Til  go 
with  you."     She  supposed,  that  in  pas- 
sing under  the  dark  portico,  he  had  mis- 
taken the  young  woman  who  went  out 
with  the  porter  for  her;  and  felt  relieved 
from  an  intolerable  weight  of  apprehen- 
sion when  the   coach  drove  off.    The 
porter    soon    returned,    when    merdy 
asking  if  he  had  delivered  the  trunks  at 
Mrs.    Drummond's,    she  got  into  the 
chair  (hat  was  waitings  nnd  immediately 
left  the  ini] ;  hoping,  that  she  should  ar- 
rive in   time   to   prevent  Mrs.    Drum- 
mend's  having  the  trouble  of  sending  for 
her;  but  she  could  not  help  thinking  it 
singuliir,  that  she  had  not  heard  from 
thatlaflv.     What  could  be  the  reaseu? 
surely  it  was  not  in  consequence  of  any 
thing  Mrs.  Marlcy  had  said,  that  she 
was  neglected?    IVo;  she  must  be  out 
yhe  now  perceived,  by  the  light  of  the 
lamps,   that  they   were  arrived   at  the 
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gates  of  a  large  baase,  before  which  her 
chair  was  set  down,  and  one  of  the  ineu 
went  to  knock  at  the  dopr.  Not  with- 
out  emotion,  she  sat  waiting,  surveying 
her  future  abode.  Shd  was  rather  sur- 
prised to  observe  no  light;  the  shutterp 
were  closed,  and  perhaps  the  curtains 
being  down,  might  prevent  any  appear^ 
iDg»  y^t  she  was  struck  by  a  kind  of 
gloomy  stillness  about  the  house  that 
chilled  her;  the  entrance  also  was  quitp 
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dark.  She  W;as  not  long,  however,  left 
to  coiijecture,  for  the  door  was  opened 
by  Mrs.  Marley,  with  a  caadle  in  her 
band,  and  dismissing  the  chairmen,  flip 
went  in,  when  Mrs.  M ariey,  begun ; — 

**  Well,  to  be  sure !  a  pretty  piece  of 
,  ^ork  there  has  been,  as  a  body  may^ 
«ay;  theive's  mistxefts,  and  all  of  ^i^, 
gonef 

"  Gooel"  refieated  EUeo;  "  where? 
For*  Heaven's  6ake,  tell  mer  as  she 
uxmJL  intif  a  chair,  and  burst  iofx)  teoi^. 
The  ^toMffer~HB|/ery  t^n^iA?,  ^U^mm 
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idea,  crowding  upon  her  tnindr  at  the 
same  moment.——"  Why,  set  off  for  Ire- 
land !"  said  Mrs.  Marley ;  "  as  sure  an' 
sartain  as  that  weVe  now  here ;  where, 
howsomever,  we  sha'n't  be  long. — But, 
here's  a  letter  she  wrote  to  me,  and  left, 
with  a  woman  they  put  in  to  keep  the 
house,  telling  me  all  about  it;  and,  here's 
one  for  you,"  said  she,  familiarly,  giving 
Eifen  her*8.  But,  come.  Miss,  there's  a 
fire  in  the  servant's  hall;  you'd  better 
come  down  there^  thaA  stay  here  shivep* 
iBg,  as  Fm  sure  I  be^  in  the  cold." 

Ellen,  much  agitated,  dropped  the  let* 
ter,  and  stooping  to  recover  it,  picked 
up  also  a  piece  of  paper,  oa  which  was 
written,  "Hope  not  to  fly  me,  lovely 
£lkn,  for  vain  would  be  the  effort  :— 
J  have  sworn  you  shaU  be  mme,  and  I 
will  keep  my  oath;  destiny  wove  the 
strong  web  which  binds  me  to  yon,  by 
bestowing  that  lacge  share  of  fascinatii^g 
beauty !"- — "  Alas !"  thought  EUen^  •'^if 
Viaeant  for  me^  how  mysteriona-— hon? 
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dreadful!— Alone  and  unprotected,  what 
will  become  of  me!"  Mrs-.  Marley  in- 
terrupted her  meditations^  by  informing 
her  with  a  laugh,  that  the  scrap  of  paper 
came  with  her  trunk  ;  she  was  just  going 
to  light  the  candle  with  it,  but  supposed 
it  was  some  stveetJiearting  business.  £1* 
leu  did  not  reply,.but  followed  Mrs.  Mar- 
ley  into  the  servant's  hall ;  her  conductor 
placed  a  chair,  and  impatient  to  read 
the  letter,  with  a  trembling  hand  jshe 
broke  the  pompous  seistl,  and  learnt,  that 
in  consequence  of  an  express  from  Ire- 
land, of  a  relation,  to  whom  her  ^on  was 
heir,  being  extremely  ill,  they  had  set 
out  the  night  before,  and  should  travel 
post  to  Holyti^ad,  as  they,  were  request- 
ed to  lose  no  time.  Their  stay  (Mrs. 
Drummond  wrote)  would  depend  upoa 
circumstances ;  she  could  not  jLhink  of 
requesting  MisS' Dubois  to  follow  them* 
She  was  sorpy  she  could  not  inform  hes 
sooner,  to  have  rendered  her  journey 
from  Londpauimecessary;  but  flatter^di 
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•;•.  crowding:  upon  J*  ^naterial 

<j  V.  •  :;-;cuent. "  ^'  jS  depeid 

5   'i ' '  :iv\id  Mrs.  f  ioe  of  recom- 

SLi~:a:ii  as  that  w  jl   had  time,  she 

h  .^v^omever,  v         ai  her  favour  to  her 

Ivft's  a  letter       aess   of  ,  who 

with  a  woip    .  at  Heimiiigham  Lodge, 
house,  teir    but,  if  she  chose  to  go  over, 
one  for  ^  si  use  her  name ;  and  she  doubt- 
Eltea  ^j  Aer  ladyship  would  use  her  in- 
fire  i^  in   her   favour.      Perhaps,  she 
coryd  have  no  objection   to  take  the 
IP  j|fge  of  two  or  three   young  ladies; 
^d  in  that  line  she  thought  her  friend 
irould  be  very  likely  to  assist  her  imme- 
diately: if  not,  she  would  recommend 
her  to  advertisey  as  she  thought  it  more 
eliijible,  than  that  a  young  woman  should 
remain  in  lodgings  alone.     She  hoped 
Miss  Fitzherbert's  affairs  might  yet  possi- 
bly turn  out  better  than  was  expected; 
concluding,  by  saying,  that  if  for  a  few 
days  it  would  be  any  accommodation, 
she  had  given  Marley  orders  to  remain 
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ill  the  house,  and  that  she  could  stay 
with  her. 

This  was  indeed  a  blow,  for  which 

JBllen's  pride  was  not  prepared.     Every 

other  scheme,  every  other  plan,  had  been 

relinquished  for  this,  and  couid  not  now 

be  resumed  ;  but  it  was  a  consolation  to 

reflect,  .**  I  do  not,  however  owe  (his  to 

my  own  imprudence."     At  first  she  felt 

foolishly  mortified  at  the  little  pride  of 

insulting  greatness.     She  thought,  how 

much  superior  is  Miss  Pitzherbert  to  this! 

*^  How  much  above  it,"  said  Ellen,  with 

conscious  pride,  "do  I  feel  myself f— 

instead  of  debasing,  it  shall  be  Che  means 

of  exalting  me ! — I  will,  however,  remain 

here  to  night ;  I  will  not  do  any  thing 

rashly. — Yes,  now   do  I  feel,  forcibly. 

feel.  Miss  Pitzherbert's  kind  generous 

foresight,  in  putting  it  in  my  power  to 

procure  a  home."     She  smiled,  as  in 

folding  the  letter,  she  perceived  it  had 

BO  b^ihning  address.     '^  I  am  not  di»i 

tinguished  by  titles,  certaioly,''  tbongM 
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she;  ^^  neither  do  I  covet  them;  but 
thia^  it  !!»eems,  is  a  t\\m^  without  aname! 
This  caiiDOt,  however,  deprive  me  of 
that  of  Mountstuartj  which  I  bear!** 
wouhi  t    Ufaven  it  could  T 

Turning  now  to  Mrs.  Mariey,  .^e^ 
said,   that  she 'TnHist  trouble/ iil9B.thal| 

night  for  a  bed "  To  be  sSiS^y^^\ 

said,  feeling  herself  of  onsequencei  as 
mistress  of  the  house ;  '*  to  be  sure,  she 
could  sleep  in  her  young  lady's  bed,  or 
any  other:  there  were  beds  enow;.. and 
it  made  no  difference,  as  she  knowedot 
And,  to  be  sure,  she  was  turned  adrift, 
as  a  body  mi^ht  say ;  so,  she  could  stay 
there  (if  it  would  not  be  long)  till  she 
had  suited  herself;  for  her  part,  ske*d  a 
good  home  to  go  to ;  the  more  was  the 
pity  for  Ihose  that  had  not.     Any  one 
might  have  knocked  her  down  with  a 
feather,  she  was  sure  and  sartain,  wbea 
she  saw  the  man  open  the  door  for  her, 
instead  of  Robert,  or  WiHiam,  or  Harry, 
or  James,  which  used  to  come,"    Ellen, 
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as  well  to  escape  from  Mrs.  Marley'» 
loquacity,  as  to  ruminate  on  her  plana 
f()r  the  future,  retired  early.  She  now 
thought  of  Mrs.  Drummond's  advice, 
which  might  at  least  afford  her  present 
security ;  and  the  idea  of  being  a  go* 
Ferness,  which  at  first  she  had  rather 
spurntt^^  at,  now  recurred  in  a  fairer 
view.  Miss  Fitzherbert  might,  perhaps, 
eventually  become  uncomfertably  situa^ 
ted,  and  want  herself  the.  money  she 
had  so  generously  bestowed.  It  can 
surely,  she  pursued,,  in  no  respect,  be 
degrading;  but  if  so,  what  degradation 
can  be  equal  to  incurring  self-reproach? 
This  is,  indeed,  degrading ;  and  this  I 
conld  not  avoid,  by  lessening  Miss  Fit2h 

berbert's    altered    fortunes. Besides^ 

"What  am  I  P^^-Is  it  not  even  better  thaa 
nnj  thing  I  had  once  a  right  to  hope  for, 
or  should  have  enjoyed,,  had  I  not  be- 
come the  child  of  Miss  Fitzherbert's 
IbouDty ;  as  whatever  my  parents  might 
lia?e  been,,  to  me  it  is  now  nothing.  1  wiU 
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4ry,  certainly  for  a  situation  ;— it  is,  as 
Mrs.  Dnunmondobservess,  certainly f^^ 
ferable  to  lodgings.  Wa.s  not,"  (and  she 
could  not  forbear  smiling,  in  recollect- 
ing, as  a  stimulus),  '^  the  situation  of  go* 
-verness  once  dign.fied  b>  being  tilled  by 
one  of  the  first  women  that  ever  graced 
fiociety  ;  who  gave  laws  to  a  vast  em- 
pire; and,  no  doubt,  by  her  courtesy, 
assisted  a  mighty  monarch  to  civilise 
a  barbarous  people.  Did  not  also  the 
accomplished  Madame  de  Maintenoo, 
afterwards  the  wife  of  a  great  king, 
undertake  the  office,  even  for.  the  cbil- ' 
dren  of  Madame  Montespan ;  and  of 
late,  distinguished  literary  characters 
-have  appeared  in  that  situation! — Yes; 
J  will  be  a  govevness ;  and  will  even  sub- 
edit to  accept  Mrs.  Drummond^s  inlro* 
iluction,  which  is  the  moMt  painful  part 
of  the  affair;  but  no  one  will  receive  me 
without  a  recommendation." 

SJbe  arose  in  the  morning,  feeling  more 
^ompv^^d  from  Jhiaving  determined  iiow 


US 

I 

to  acty  and. met  Mrs.  Marley/with  her 
accu8tauled  sweetness :-— she  informed 
her,  that  she  meant  to  visit  Henningham 
Lodge,  and  would  be  obliged,  if  she 
could  recommend  her  to  lodgings,  on 
her  return.  Mrs.  Marley  said,  she' was 
8ure  her  mistress  would  not  be  angry  if 
she  staid  a  day  or  two ;  and  it  would  be 
no  trouble  to  her.  Ellen  however  told 
h^^  she  preferred  having  lodgings ;  and 
it:  was  agreed,  that  when  she  returned, 
they  were  to  set  out  in  search  of  thenou 
The  chaise  being  now  at  the  door,  sha 
bid  Mrs.  Marley  good  morning,  little 
supposing  that  she  bad  offended  her,  by 
not  inviting  her  to  take  a  ride.  The 
chaise  stopped  at  the*  Lodge,  and  Ellen, 
using  Mrs«  Drumraond's  name,  was  im» 
mediately  admitted  to  the  Countess's 
dressing-room.  Her  Ladyship  was  a 
Jhaudsome  woman,  about  three  or  four- 
tind-fil ty, with  a  smile  graciously  haughty. 
Ellen  declared  the  purport  of  her  visiti 
and  informed  her  Ladyship  that  Mrs, 
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I>ruinmond  would  bav.e  writteiiv  had  she 
not  been  prevented,  as  her  Lady  ship 
would  see,  if  she  would  do  her  the  fa- 
vour of  reading  what  Mrs.  Druminond 
wrote  on  tite  subject.  The  Countess, 
after.perusing  the  letter,  said,  she  should 
be  happy  to  serve  any  one  recommended 
by  Mrs.  Drummond,  surveying  EUea 
from  time  to  time,  with  a  look  of  scro* 
tiny ;  then  saying,  she  thought  she  knew 
of  a  situation  that  would  be  likely  to 
suit,  desired  £llen  would  call  again  in 
a  few  days ;  at  the  same  time  half  rising, 
from  the  sofa  to  pull  the  bell,  and  turn- 
ing towards  £IIen,  told  her,  if  she  wish- 
ed any  refreshment,  the  servant  should 
attend  her  below.  £lten,  however,  (rising) 
declined  this;  and  saying  she  would 
take  the  liberty  of  waiting  upon  her  La- 
dyship again,  retired.  The  Countess 
rung  again  impatiently  for  hecwoman^ 
whoqi  Ellen  met,  hastening  to-  obey  her 
summons.  '^  These  people  are  so  tire* 
some !"  exclaimed  her  Ladyship^  hetbtJt 
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the  door  was  closed  :  "  there  is  no  get^ 
ting  rid  of  them,  positively ! — I  began 
to  imagine  the  girl  meant  to  remain  here 
all  day  !"  Ellen  heayfd  this  observation, 
and  sighed  indignantly,  as  she  regained 
the  chaise  ;  imagination  presenting  hovr 
different  would  have  been  her  reception 
a  short  time  since,  when  her  beloved 
Miss  Fitzherbert  was  considered  as  a 
ivoman  of  large  fortune.      With  these 

reflections,  she  reached  L Street, 

and  requesting  Mrs.  Marley  would  walk 
with  her  to  see  the  lodgings,  she  unwil- 
lingly complied. 

They  found  the  house  was  now  in 
the  possession  of  another  family.  The 
rooms  were,  however,  disengaged;  and 
£llen  thought,  they  might  do  very  well 
for  the  time  she  wanted  them.  The 
people  were  strangers ;  but  it  was  a  de- 
cent looking  woman  they  saw,  who  ap- 
peared to  have  some  acquaintance  wilh 
the  family  Mrs.  Mariey  had  knowa 
there;  and,  as  £Hen  found  she  was  un* 
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willing  to  take  any  farther  trouble,'  she 
agreed  for  the  rooms,  for  a  week,  at  a 
moderate  price  as  she  thought ;  and  re- 
questing Mrs.  Marley  would  send  her 
trunks,  they  parted.  She  then  ordered 
tea,  and  while  it  was  preparing,  her 
trunks  arrived ;  then  opening  a  small 
portmanteau,  she  took  out  a  book,  con* 
taining  sketches  of  the'principal  country, 
seats  of  noblemen,  &c.  with  pwtraits  of 
their  poeses^ors.  One  of  the  portraits,' 
she  imagined,  she  had  seen  before;  and 
it  immediately  occurred,  that  it  was  the 
likeness  of  the  old  gentleman  who  had 
addressed  her  in  so' strange  a  manner  at 
the  Museum.  His  uame  she  found  was 
Lord  de  Courcey.  A  tear  stole  down 
her  cheek,  as  she  mentally  pursued, 
**  lie  might  have  known  my  parents !" 
and  sighing  deeply,  she  closed  the  book, 
and  determined  to  divert  her  mind  by  a 
walk.  She  was  much  pleased  with  the 
views  from  the  hill ;  on  which  the  two 
Crescents,  and  some  other  buildiiigs,  are 
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erected.     The    *iew  'of    Prior    Park, 
cbarined  her;  and,  as  no  one,  to  heir    ^ 
great  joy,  appeared  to  notice  her,  she 
returned  to  her  lodgings  with  feelings  of 
greater  security.     It  was  now  time  to 
repeat  her  visit  to  Henningharn  Lodge; 
where  she  happen<^d  to  tind  her  Lady*^ 
ship  in  an  excellent  humour,  and  was 
very  graciously  received.     She  informed 
£llen,  the  families  she  wa^  acquainted 
with,  were  most  of  them  absent  from  the 
neis:hbourhood ;  **  Wh:ch  i»  rather  un- 
lui^ky,"  said  she,  smiling,  as  st^  looked 
at  Ellen;  who  ventured  to  ask,  "  If  the 
situation  her  Ladyship  had  jH^trtieularly 
ijientioned,  was  disposed  of/' — "  Why,'* 
replied  the  Countess,  that  1  have  not  en- 
quired after;  but,  if  you  can  call  to* 
morrow,  I  will  send  about  it.    Ellen  was» 
unwilling  to  incur  this  additional  ex- 
pense; but  as  it,  appeared  t<   be  the  onig 
chance,  she  promised  she  would;  and   * 
accordingly  tootr  leave,  the  hour  being 
appomted  by  the  Counte&s  for  her  at- 
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tendance.  The  next  morning  when  Ellen 
presented  herself,  she  was  informed,  that 
the  situation  was  disposed  of;  with  the 
acMfo'ona/ mortification  of  finding,  that  it 
had  been  filled  up  but  a  day  or  two 
since ;  and  that  had  the  Countess  thought 
about  it,  when  she  first  mentioned  it,  it 
might  have  been  obtained.  '^  But  had 
you  not  better  advertise  ?"  said  her 
Ladyship;  '*  it  is  a  method  comfnonly 
practised,  and  with  success :  I  would  re- 
commend it  to  you  strongly."  This,  how- 
ever, Ellen  declined.  Accordingly  she 
rose  to  leave  Henningham  -Lodge,  and 
its  handsome  Countess;  who  received 
her  parting  compliments  with  a  gentle 
smile ;  sorry,  she  told  Ellen,  that  she  had 
not  been  more  successful. 

This  had  indeed  been  an  expensive 
trial  of  interest  which  her  finances  could 
ill  afibrd ;  and  she  found,  that  to  remain 
at  bath  was  impossible.  She  now  re- 
collected Miss  Trelawney,  a  friend  of 
Miss  f  itzberbert,  was  at  Clifton,  and  she 
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night  interest  herself  for  her.  £Uea 
knew  MissTrelawney  to  be  amiable.and 
friendlv.  and  she  resolved  to  visit  Bris* 
tol,  and  make  the  experiment.  Accord- 
ingly, she  called  on  Mrs.  Marley,  and 
making  her  an  ample  present  for  the 
trouble  she  had  occasioned,  requested, 
that  any  letters  left  for  her,  might  be 
taken  care  of,  until  she  sent  for  them. 
She  then  enquired,  if  Mrs.  Marley  knew 
any  person  who  let  lodgings  in  Bristol? 
but  was  answered  in  the  negative.  On 
her  return  home,  she  enquired  of  the 
mistress  of  the  house,  if  she  could  re- 
commend her  to  a  respectable  lodging 
at  Bristol,  with  which  the  woman  rea- 
<iily  complied ;  and  taking  the  address, 
Ellen  soon  after  arrived  at  Bristol, 
when  alighting  at  the  inn,  where  the 
coach  stopped,  she  was  shewn  into  a 
small  dark  room.  The  waiter  said  it 
belonged  to  a  gentleman  at  present,  who 
was  then  gone  out,  and  was  going  from 
thence  very  soon.    She  then  looked  at 
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the  direction,  Mrhich  had  been  given  her 
to  the  lodgings ;  and  asked  the  man,  if 

he  could  tell  her  the  way  to street; 

i^bicb,  with  rather  au  impertinent  smilei 
he  did,  to  which  she  proceeded ;  and, 
after  a  long  walk,  and  making  frequent 
enquiries,  reached  the  lodgiug-house, 
which  stood  at  the  further  end  of  an 
obscure  street.  '  The  door  was  opened 
by  a  middle-aged  woman,  whose  ap- 
pearance  did  not  please  £llen ;  however, 
she  convinced  herself  it  was  the  person, 
that  at  Bath  had  been  recommended  to 
her ;  and,  as  she  liked  the  rooms,  and 
the  terms  were  not  high,  she  agreed  for 
them,  very  unwillingly,  for  a  month,  and 
a  weeks  notice,  at  quitting;  and  deter* 
mined  to  go  there  that  evening  to  avoid 
the  expense  of  an  inn.  At  present,  the 
woman  observed,  there  was  only  a  sea- 
faring gentleman,  and  his  wife,  (looking 
significantly)  and  two  young  ladies. 

Ellen  returned  to  the  inn,  and  think- 
log  she  must  order  something,  desired 
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to  bave  tea  sent  in  directly;  and  after 
having  drank  it,  desired  the  waiter  to 
call  her  a  coach.  She  then  rose  to  look 
for  her  large  trunk,  which  had  been  put 
in  a  dark  corner  of  the  room,  behind  a 
table,  but  it  was  no  w^here  to  be  found. 
Perhaps  it  has  been  carried  back  again 
into  the  office,  thought  she ;  and  had  just 
got  her  hand  upon  the  bell,  to  enquire* 
when  the  waiter  appeared  with  her  bill. 
Ellen  then  asked  what  had  become  of 
her  trunk?  The  man  appeared  sur- 
prised; he  did  nffit  know,  but  would 
enquire  directly.  He  soon  returned : 
no  one  could ^ive  g^ny  account  of  it  ;^ut 
one  of  the  chamber-maids  came  to  the 
door,  and  said,  she  had  seen  a  sailor, 

who  was  sent  for  Mr. *s  luggage, 

(who  had  that  parlour)  carrying  away 

.such  a  trunk,   as  had  been  described 

to  her  as  belonging  to  the  lady;  that 

Mr. had  returned  in  a  violent 

hurry,  merely  to  pay  his  bill,  and  say  he 
should  send  immediately  for  bis  lag- 
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gage,  as  the  bhip  he^was  to  sail  in  w^t 
c'osvii  that  tide.  That  tjhe  trunk  bad 
b(  eii  carried  away  as  his,  did  not  admit 
of  a  doubt;  no  one  haviug  been  present, 
but  thoFi^  who  supposed  it  belonged  to 

him,  and  Mr. —  was  now  on  his  pas- 

8  ige  to  the  Wgst  Indies.  This  was,  in-' 
deed,  a  dreadful  blow,  for  which  there 
was  no  remedy;  and  it  was  small  con- 
solation to  think,  that  tnere  trcr^  a  chance 
cf  sometime  receiving  it  back  again ;  for 
it  contained  the  greatest  part  of  her 
money;  a^id,  except  her  watch,  and  a 
few  articles  of  wearing  apparel,  every 
thing  she  possessed.  What  could  she 
do  ?  the  thought  was  almost  distraction. 
Was  it  possible,  she  enquired,  to  send 
out  a  boat,  and  endeavour  to  reach  the 
vessel?  That  could  not  be,  they  observed, 
as  the  vessel  had  already  sailed.  The 
coach,  which  she  had  ordered,  still  wait- 
ing, she  now  got  into  it  with  her  small 
remaining  treasure;  having  left  a  direc* 
tiou  to  her  lodgings.    In  telling  the  man 
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where  to  drive,  as  she  was  stepping  into 
the  coach,  one  of  the  servants  ^  hearing 
her,  said,  *'  It  does  not  signify  much  her 
loss;  it  \)rill  soon  be  made  up  there,  I'll 
warrant  her,  for  she's  devilish  pretty," 
with  a  horse-laugh.     Ellen,  without  any 
suspicion,  felt  shocked,  and  drew  up' 
the   window   to   avoid    hearing    fAore; 
moving  also,  to  the  other  side  of  the 
coach,   to   escape  the  attention  of  the 
crowd ;  and  turning  aside  her  face,  how 
much  was  her  distress  augmented,  when 
looking  through  the  other  window,  she 
saw,    alighting    from    a    carriage,    the 
Stranger  I   The  lost  trunk,  every  thing    ' 
was  forgotten,  in  the  apprehension  of 
beipg  discovered ;  and  hastily  drawing 
up  the  window,  the  better  to  conceal 
herself,  by  the  sudden  jerk  the  string 
broke,  and  dropping  down  again^  it  was 
shivered  into  a  thousand  pieces.    This 
drew  the  attention  of  the  spectators  ifi- 
wards  her ;  amongst  others,  ikmX  of  the 
Tery  person  she  wished  moBt  4x^  aroid; 
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hearing  one  of  the  men  tell  the  coach- 
man, with  an  oath,  he  would  be  well  off, 
if  he  got  his  money  till  Miss  had  been 

sometime  in street,  he  came  close 

to  the  side  of  the  coach,  just  as  it  was 
moving  away,  and  drew  back  again, 
after  looking  at  her.  Ellen  was  terrified 
almost  beyond  endurance;  but,  as  she 
got  further  from  the  scene  of  her  recent 
misfortunes,  the  air  and  motion  of  the 
carriage  somewhat  restored  her;  and  by 

the  time  she  arrived  in r-  street,  was 

tolerably  composed.  She  was  obliged 
to  pay  for  the  broken  window,  taking 
the  coach  beyond  the  settled  fares,  and 
for  having  detained  it,  an  exorbitant  de- 
mand, in  which  the  woman  of  the  house 
seemed  to  encourage  the  coachman; 
who,  as  he  took  out  her  little  portman- 
teau, asked  her  with  a  sneer,^  if  he 
should  carry  her  luggage  in,  whilst  the 
woman  appeared  to  hesitate,  for  a  mo* 
ment,  (when  she  found  that  was  all)  if 
she   should   admit  her; ^telling   £llen 
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gruffly,  she  must  be  paid  by  the  week,  , 
for  she  could  not  be  expected  to  trust 
strangers.  Poor  Ellen,  now  entered  her 
small  back  parlour,  with  a  heavy  heart. 
The  woman  of  the«house  carrie^J  in  can- 
dles, and  Ellen  gave  her  money  to  make 
some  little  purchases  for  immediate  use; 
and  ordering  some  light  refreshment,  re- 
tired early,  after  fasten  fng  her  door. 
She  heard  the  people,  who  she  ima- 
gined were  the  lodgers^  going  to  their 
apartments,  making  a  great  noise  and 
confusion;  but  they  ^were  at  a  distance 
from  her,  and  the  sound  died  away, 
when  feeling  an  indinatfon  to  sleep 
stealing  over  her,  she  recommended  her- 
self to  the  protection  of  Heaven,  and 
sunk  into  a  refreshing  slumber.  Owing  . 
to  a  cold  she  caught,  a  fortnight  elapsed 
before  she  enquired  for  Miss  Trelawney, 
and  then  had  the  mortification  to  lejtra 
she  had  left  Clifton  five  days^o  make 
the  tour  of  England ;  thus  all  hope  of 
assistance  from  that  quarter  vanished. 
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Fatigaed  and  spiritless,  ehe  entered  a 
pastrycook's  to  take  some  refreshment; 
where  a  decent-looking  woman,  who 
had  apparently  seen  better  days,  was 
telling  her  deplorable  tale.  £|len,  trem- 
blingly alive  to  the  mfsfortunes  of  others, 
felt  happy  in  the  idea,  that,  in  a  small 
degree,  she  mig^ht  relieve  her ;  and,  ;en- 
quiring  of  the  mistress  of  the  shop,  if 
she  could  get  up  linen,  Vvas  answered  in 
the  affirmative;  and,  having  procure^ 
her  address,  de|erniined  to  employ  her, 
and  was  leaving  the  shop,  when  ao 
officer  entered,  M'ho  stared  rudely  at  her. 
Ellen  tl)ought  »he  had  seen  him  before ; 
/  but,  drawinj^  her  veil  over  her  face,  to 
escape  observati6n,  ii>he  huhied  to  -the 
poor  woman,  and  giving  her  a  direction 
where  to  call  on  her  in  the  evening,  said 
she  would  employ  her.  l^\\e  woman, 
whose  name  was  Hazel,  and  with  whose 
appearance  she  was  much  pleased,  was 
all  gratitude.  *'  Mow  sweet  it  is  to  wipe 
^the   tear  from    the  eye  of  affliction  T 
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thought  Ellen,  as  she  quitted  the  cot- 
tage, and  returned  to  her  lodgings.  She 
now  amused  herself  with  sketching  dif- 
ferent views  of  the  surrounding  scenery, 
which,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bristol 
are  picturesque  and  beautiful.  Her 
opinion  of  her  own  performance  '  was 
very  humble;  but,  she  hoped  they  might 
semetime  amuse  Miss  Fitzherbert.-— 
Hearing  some  one  at  the  door,  she  trem- 
bled on  finding  she  was  enquired  for :  it 
was  a  letter  from  MoiiDtstuart,  whicb, 
as  soon  as  she  was  afone,  she  opened 
with  trepidatiou;  She  saw  it  had  the 
foreign  post-mark ;  hopes  and  fears  rose 
alternately.  Alas !  it  was  to  inform  her 
he  was  in  distress!  He  had  been  ill 
with  a  slight  attack  of  the  dreadful  fever; 
but,  previous  to  this,  he  had  pledged 
his  word^  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  a 
brother  officer;  that,  unless  the  money 
was  paid,, he  must  sell  his  commission; 
as  it  was  impossible  to  remain  in  the 
regiment  without  discharging  the  debt, 
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He  had  written  to  Flora  to  desire  she 
would  use  her  interest  for  him  with  his 
father;  and  he  entreated  her  to  assist 
him,  if  at  all  in  her  ppwer,nvithout  men- 
tioning the  sum  he  was  indebted.  ElleD, 
with  a  deep  sigh,  said,  "  I  can  do  no- 
thing, I  fear,  that  will  be  of  any  service, 
(dashing  away  a  tear);  however,  you 
shall  share  my  little  treasure/V  which, 
counting,  she  divided  with  him;  **inor€^ 

m 

I  cannot  send  you;  for  1  am  now  con- 
siderably in  debt.  I  wish,  (she  thought) 
the  woman  bad  not  of  late  declined  re- 
ceiving the  money  weekly ;  but  then,  in- 
deed, i  should  have  had  less  to  send 
you  ;---and,  for  myself,.alas !  I  shall  have 
little  left. — But,  to  send  you  nothing, 
after  such  a  letter,  would  make  me 
miserable/' 

Mrs.  Hazel  called,  as  she  was  sitting 
down  to  write ;  and  as  she  was  sroiuir  on 
to  Bristol,  Ellen  requested  her  to  inquire 
when  the  first  mail  would  sail  for  the 
AVest  Indies,  and  to  let  her  know  as  she 
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returned.  The  good  woman  hurried 
back  with  the  account  that  the  bag 
would  be  closed  in  two  hours.  Ellen 
was  obliged  to  go  into  the  city,  and  get 
a  bill  for  the  money  she  wished  to  inclose. 
She  wrote,  therefore,  but  a  few  lines,  in- 
forming him  how  she  was  situated,  and 
how  much  she  lamented  she  could  not 
send  him  more.  She  then  hastened  into 
the  city,  and  got  a  bill,  which  she  en- 
closed, and  went  to  the  office  to  pay  tli!^ 
demand  for  postage.  As  she  stood  'be- 
fore the  window,  waiting  for  change,  an 
officer,  who  stood  reading  the  paper, 
had  rivetted  his  eyes  upon  h^;  and 
greatly  confused,  she  saw  the  people 
smiling.  However  she  walked  away  as 
quick  as  she  could ;  but  recollecting  it 
was  the  same^  person  she  saw  at  the  pas- 
try-cook's, was  a  little  afarmed  before 
she  got  bwck,  by  fancying  she  saw  him 
following  her ;  but  he  was  not  the  object 
of  her /Msr/tc^ar dread;  and  in  mote  se- 
rious reflections,  she  at  lei^tb  fdrgot  the 
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circumstance.  She  had  just  finished  her 
solitary  dinner,  when  the  woama  of  the 
house  came  in,  with  affected  politeness, 
but  a  very  forward  manner,  (which  EUea 
observed  she  had  assumed  of  late,)  to 
request  the  honour  of  her  company  to 
tea»^  Ellen  had  repressed,  as  much  as 
possible  every  attempt  at  freedooL  Now^ 
the  increasing  difficulties  of  her  situation 
led  her  almost  to  fear  offending  this  wo^ 
a^ii,  who  she  knew  to  be  violent  and 
Tulgar,  beyond  all  bounds;  and  there- 
fore yielded  a  reluctant  consent  to  drink 
tea  with  the  family ;  which  consisted  of 
the  mistress  of  therhouse,  her  sister^  and 
their  niece,  a  girl  of  about  fourteen  years 
of  age. 

Just  as  tea  was  ready,  a  loud  knock- 
ing at  the  street  door  announced  the  ar- 
rival of  some  visitor ;  and  from  the  bus^ 
tie  they  all  looked  in,  Ellen  concluding 
it  was  some  company  they  had  expected, 
rose,  saying,  if  they  were  going  to  have 
any  strangers,  she  rnufit  be  excused,  as 
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she  bad  a  very  bad  head-ache,  and  ac- 
cepted the  invitation  on  condition  they 
^ere  alone.  The  woman  said,  she  did 
not  know  it  was  any  one  to  them,  and 
if  it  was,  s^re  that  could  make  no  dif* 
ference :  they  could  not  part  with  her  at 
any  rate,  (laying  fast  hold  of  her  arni  to 
detain  her.  Ellen,  however,  hearing  some 
one  approach,  endeavoured  to  disengage 
herself,  determined  to  retire ;  when  the 
door  opened,  and  the  o%^er  she  had 
seen  at  the  pastry-cook's  entered.  ^*  WelK 
Major/'  cried  the  woman,  in  a  bold  tone, 
as  he  bowed  familiarly,  *'  you  are  jost 
come  in  time  to  help  us  to  detain  this 
young  lady,  who  was  frightened  when 
she  heard  yon,  and  wanted  to  run  away.'*^ 
Eilen,  wha«e  arm  the  woman  bad  now 
quitted,  would  have  passed,  but  they 
had  all  placed  themselves,  between  her 
and  the  door.  Much  displeased,  and  a 
little  alaimed,  she  begged  leave  to  pass» 
when  the  Miyor  taking  bis  hat,  said,  he 
could  act  Dunk  of  sfajfing^  if  \iik  diOff 
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her  away  :  but  the  woman,  in  a  loud  de-* 
termined  voice,  declared  that  neither  of 
them  should  go ;  she  would  not  part 
with  such  good  company,  as  she  was 
sure  they  would  be,  whea  they  wei^e  a 
little  better  acquainted;  and  insisted 
upon  £llen's  sitting  down,  for  it  was  only 
Major  Montrose,  who.  was  an  old  friend 
of  her's.  The  name  of  Montrose,  £ilen 
now  recollected  was  the  same  with  that 
of  the  officer  she  had  seen  in  London : 
his  visit  to  Ciara,  in  Fetter-lane,  she  had 
not  forgotten  ;  and  doubted  not  this  was 
the  person.  Being  competted  to  stay  till 
tea  was  over,  she  determined  to  with- 
draw immediately  after;  and  whilst  she 
remained  with  them,  to  be  as  distant  as 
possible,  not  to  give  offence,  which,  from 
the  woman's  behaviour,  she  really  dread* 
ed.  Ellen  entered  little  into  conversa- 
tion,  which  was  kept  up  briskly  between 
the  Major  and  his  old  friend ;  both  of 
whom  tried  to  engage  her  in  it;  but  she 
had  neither  spirits  or  inclination  for  con* 
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versing.  Her  mind  was.  much  engaged 
by  Mountstuart's  letter:  she  feared  he 
had  been  compelled  to  disf>ose  of  his 
commission,  that  he  would  i*eturn  a  beg- 
gar to  England,  rejected  by  his  friends ; 
and  that  misery  and  want  would  be  their 
portion  !  She  was  occasionally  drawn 
from  these  tormenting  reflections,  by  a 
direct  appeal  to  her,  either  from  the  dis- 
gusting woman,  or  her  no  less  offensive 
friend,  as  she  styled  him.  The  tea  equi^ 
page  was  removed  by  the  sister;  and  the 
niece  sent  for  carxis,  which  the  woman 
declared  they  would  sit  down  to,  and 
she  would  not  excuse  one  of  them,  look- 
ing at  Ellen ;  for  it  was  long  since  she 
had  played  a  game,  and  she  wanted  to 
Jinger  some  of  the  Major's  money."-— 
A  knocking  at  the  street  door  just  then 
called  her  away ;  and  Ellefi  bidding  her 
good  night,  was  leaving  the  room,  when 
she  shut  the  door  directly  upon  her,  and 
the  Migor  rising,  took  her  band,  Baying^ 
*^  Ysu  are  not  surely  afraid  of  b^^  kill 


aione  vivx  meT    She  ande  bo  rqdy» 

anit  7ru»  ji^a^ixi^  C&ie  rooai;  bat  placii^ 

tumiMtif  i)esi>re  Qie  ttoor,  he  prevented 

her,  axul  larKreneii  it.    Bfynning  to  fed 

9ttiiiiis4y  alarmed,  she  iBiivted  upoa  go» 

in^:  bat  he  Jtiii  peiwiedv  with  maoy 

cmnpliiiieiifisJA  ^gtiniMg  her  ;  and  dmv- 

inig  her  toiiards  Ub^  attempted  to  kiss 

her  cheek.    IitdigftaadTy  «he  broke  from 

kiu;  bat  he  wa»  aol  to  be  thus  repaked» 

aad  dwrcgardbi^  her  a^er,  followed^ 

aad  Soldms  her  io  bis  arms,  decUred  she 

was  too  beantilbl  to  be  parted  witb.-^ 

Shneking  with  terror,  she  wildly  called 

for  as$»istaace ;  bot  no  ooe  approached. 

She  sprang  to  the  bell,  and  rai^  it  tUh 

lently.— **  Tis  to  no  purpose,**  said  Mon- 

trohe ;  "  you  are  wumer **  Oh  I  let  me 

let  lue  go,  for  Hea?en^s  sake  P  cried  shc^ 
wringing  her  hands  in  an  agony  of  da» 
spair,  while  tears  streamed  dowd  the 
pale  cheeks  of  the  almost  feinting  £llen. 
Montrone  again  approached  her^-Hneiaed 
hef—held  her  !*--«'  Oh  God !  awbt  raeP 
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she  exclaimed :  **  1  am  lost!— Will  no 
one  help  me!" — , — "  Yes,  /  willC  re- 
plied a  voice  close  to  the  door,  which 
seemed  not  unknown  to  her ;  f  demand 
admittance ;''  knocking  with  authority. 

Montrose  refused  to  open  the  door, 
swearing  horribly  at  the  interruption, 
and  again  seized  £llen ;  when,  by  a  vio- 
lent wrench,  the  lock  gave  way,  and 
the  Stranger  entered. "  Villain,  be- 
gone !"  cried  Moptrose,  furiously,  snatch- 
ing up  his  sword ;  when,  the  Stranger, 
coolly  taking  from  his  pocket  a  pistol, 
presented  it,  exclaiming,  '^  Not  one  step 
further,  as  you  value  your  life!" 

**  And  who  is  it,  who  dares  thus  inso- 
lently interfere  in  my  concerns?''  cried 
Montrose,  holding  his  sword  half  drawa 

ia  his  band." "  One,  you  may  ever 

thankv  Major  Montrose,  for  stepping  be^ 
tweea  you,  and  the  offended  laws  of  your 
country,  by  protecting  that  lady  from 
further  violence,"  replied  the  Stranger, 
haughtily ;  and  who  now  innsts  on  yotf 
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quitting  this  room,  and  leaving  her  to 
my  protectimi."  Montrose  hesitated: 
**  Nay/'  pursued  the  Stranger,  **  there 

is  no  time  for  deliberation.'* "  Who  is 

it  that  thus  dares  threaten/'  stormed  the 
Major,  in  a  tone  of  defiance;  his  blanched 
..cheek  recovering  somewhat  of  its  colour.  . 
"No  matter  by  what  name  he  is  called,'* 
observed  the  Strqj^er, waving  the  hand, 
which  still  held  the  pistol,  tov^ards  the 
the  door.  Distant  steps  seemed- now 
approaching.     "  Does  Major  Montrose, 

then,  not  fear  detection?'* "  Detection' 

here!"  interrupted  the  Major,  with  scorn. 
"  The  name  of  Montrose  may  not  be 
confined  within  these  walls,"  observed 
the  Stranger.  Montrose  swore,  that  nO' 
consideration  whatever  should  p  evail 
upon  him  to  quit  the  place,  ti!l  he  knew 
to  whose  yW^wrf/y  interference  (sneer- 
ingly)  he  was  so  much  obliged ;  and  re- 
ceived his  card,  that  he  might  thank  him 
for  it  sonie  other  time,  when  he  could 
meet  him  with  his  own  weapons,  npoD 
equal  terms. **  That  can  never  be," 
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replied  the  Stranger,  gloomily ;  "  but 
beire  is  my  card,"  presenting  one.  "  I 
shall  enquire  further  into  this  mysterious 
affair,"  said  Montrose,  as  with  hurried 
steps  he  left  the  room. 

"  There  goes  a  villain!"  exclaimed 
the  Stranger,  speaking  to  himself,  with 
a  groan ;  '*  and  what  am  I,"  striking  his 
forehead  with  his  hand... — *'  My  guar- 
dian angel  r  exclaimed  Ellen,  most 
gratefully  interrupting  him;  and  never 
did  she  look  more  beautiful  than  in  con- 
trast with  this  gloomy  being,  on  whose 
pale  countenance  recent  sickness  might 
evidently  be  tpaced.  "  Oh!  accept  my 
thanks,'*  said  Ellen,  gratefully  kneeling 
before  him;"  wh  ch,  next  to  Heaven,  are 
surely  due  to  you,  my  kind  preserver ; 
to  whom,  I  owe  much  more  than  life — 
an  escape  from  lasting  misery;"  and, 
losing  every  other  idea,  in  fervent  grati- 
tude, she  added  in  a  tone  of  repentance, 
**  Oh !  I  will  never^  never  more 

**  Suspect  me!"  interrupted  the  Stran- 
ger; ^y  but  rise,  and  torture  me  thus  vio 
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longer/'  turning  from  her;  nor  attempt 
to  destroy  my  settled  purpose/'  a*  with 
increased  disturbance,  he  met  her  im- 
ploringly  beautifuleyes  fixed  upon  him. 
**  Yes/'  musing,  he  repeated  slowly,  and 
in  a  low  voice,  "  it  is  to  no  purpose. 
Sickness  has  unmanned— -nay,  made  a 
very  child  of  me. — But,"  recovering  his 
firm  tone»  **  rise,  and  lavish  not  your 
gratitude^  till  convinced  it  is^  due ;  yoa 
know  not  yet,  wJiat  you  owe  me*  I  will 
<R)w  conduct  you  to  your  apartment.—^ 
You  have,  for  the  present,  escaped;'*' 
taking  her  hand,  as  her. strained  eyes 
lo&ked  fearfully  upon  him.—-"  Oh  1 1  wiU 
fly,"  she  cried,  terrified,  and  struggling 
to  get  from  him;    "  1  will  not  remain 

here." ^^  You  will  notT   he  sternly 

repeated ;  "  that  does  not  rest  with  you.** 
She  trembled.  *'  Oh !  save,  protect,  as- 
sist me,  in  escaping!"  she  cried,  with 
irresistible  eloquence.-r-^'  I  cannot,'*  he 
replied ;  "  but  thus  much,  1  will  warn 
you — Beware  of  all  strangers,  be  their 
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plea  what  it  may. — This  »kry  be  of  use ; 
further,  I  cannot/ dare  not  go; — and,  in 
speaking  thus,  I  have  gone  too  far." 
They  had  now  reached  the  door  of 
Ellen's  apartment;  when,  without  seek- 
ing to  enter,  and  with  a  bow,  somewhat 
respectful,  he  said,  "  From  myself,  all 
beautiful  as  you  are,  you  have  no^hing^ 
to  apprehend;'*  then,  with  a  solehm  step,^ 
"without  lookitig  at  her  again,  be  with- 
drew. "  AlasT  exclaimed  Ellen,  "  what 
a  fate  is  mine!''  as  she  sunk  ou  a  chairg, 
and  burst  into  tears ;  *^  and  Heaven  only 
knows  the  many  miseries  yet  in  store 
for  me."  She  was  roused  from  her  re- 
verie, by  fancying  she  heard  footsteps 
approaching ;  she  listened,  but  all  was 
again  still  as  the  silence  of  the  grave. 
"  Could  I  but  escape!"  she  mentally  ex- 
claimed ;  "  but  that  at  present  is  im- 
possible ;  they  will  be  on  the  watch,  and 
to  attempt  it  now,  might  prevent  future 
.success. 

The  following  mornio^,  Ellen  fouuii 
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herself  unabje  to  rise.  Her  healthy 
rather  than  her  mind,  snnk  under  the 
weight  of  accumulated  anguish,  and 
yielded  to  the  pressure  of  disease.  She 
wa^  alarmed  by  every  thing ;  the  woman 
of  the  house,  for  some  days,  she  could 
not  endure  to  see,  and  persisted  in  re* 
fusing  to  call  in  medical  advice.  Her 
mental  exertions^  however,  aided  by 
youth,  and  a  good  constitution,  eventual- 
ly  triumphed  over  the  complaint,  after  a 
fqrtnight's  confinement.  During  her  in- 
disposition,  the  woman  of  the  house  had 
expressed  so  much  sorrow,  that  any 
thing  should  have  happened  to  oecasioo 
her  uneasiness,  that  Ellen,  naturally  un- 
suspicious, was  almost  convinced  she 
was  not  privy  to  it,  though  she  still  won- 
dered Major  Montrose  was  on  such  fa- 
miliar terms.  But  he,  perhaps,  was  an 
old  lodger;  and  as  she  was  certainly  a 
forward,  confident  woman,  that  might 
account  for  it.  But  the  Stranger,  Ellen 
thought;  and  was  going  to  make  some 
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enquiry ;  when  a  something  in  the  wo- 
man's countenance,  forbade  her. 

Many  weeks  had  now  elapsed,  which 
she  had  not  paid  for;  and  there  was 
soDething  in  the  woman's  manner,  that 
made  her  fear  she  meant  to  demand  it« 

Ellen  had  now  left  her  room  about  a 

'week;  but  the  weather  had  been  sa  un« 

commonly  rainy,  that  she  could  not  walk 

out,  and  wearily  passed  the  hours  in 

Mrs. *8  society.     A  drowsiness,. 

owing  to  remaining  weakness,  had  oc« 
casioned  her  being  in  bed  longer  than 

usual.    Mrs. ,  becoming  very  civil, 

tapped  at  Ellen's  door,  and  enquired  if 
she  w.as  ill. .  Ellen,  thanking  her,  re- 
plied, '*  No ;  she  had  slept  longer  than 
she  was  aware  of,  but  should  very  soon 
be  ready  for  breakfast;"  and  her  spirits, 
Ughtened  by  the  woman's  returning  civi« 
]ity,  she  arose  with  more  cheerfulaess 
than  she  had  fe>t  for  some  time.  The 
weather  was  still  wet;  but,  it^  wsus  now 
that  intermitting  kind  of  siorm,  that 
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precedes  a  change.  **  Ah !  why  should 
/so  much  wish  for  it,"  thought  £lleo; 
'^  alas !  I  have  no  where  to  go !  no  one 
to  see!  detained  here  a  debtor  T  A  tear 
fell,  which  she  had  but  just  wiped  away, 

when  Mrs. appeared  to  remove 

the  tea-tray.-- ^iS'^t//  in  good  humour,  she 
looked  through  the  window,  hoping  it 
would  clear  away  befbie  evening;  as 
she  expected  a  pet  niece  from  the  coun- 
try, she  told  Ellen ;  but  they  were  going 
to  the  play,  and  if  she  did  not  come  in 
time  they  would  not  wait  for  her.  Ellen 
saw  no  more  of  her  till  she  was  going  to 
the  theatre,  when  she  just  put  in  her 
head  familiarly  to  bid  her  good  evening, 
in  the  highest  good  humour,  which 
Ellen  supposed  was  owing  to  her  pro* 
mised  entertainment.  Her  tea  was  taken 
in  by  a  woman  whom  Mrs. some- 
times employed;  and,  after  tea  was 
over,  and  she  had  lighted  the  large  lamp 
which  hung  in  the  hall,  as  EUeu  told  her 
she  should  not  want  her,  a  little  before 
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nine  she  proppsed  goin^  home,  which 
£IIen  did  not  like  to  object  to,  though 
she  would  rather  uot  have  been  left.--* 
",But  this  poor  creature,'*  thought  she, 
*^  could  do  me  no  good,  and  I  am  com- 
pelled to  run  continual  risques.**  She, 
therefore,  after  fas^ttening  the  door,  tried 
to  feel  composed,  fi^tty  had  not  been 
gone  many  minutes,  wheij,  a  loud  knock* 
ing  at  the  street-door  much  alarmed  her. 
The  knocking  was  repeated  yet  louder, 
as  the  rain  poured  with  violence.  **  I  fear 
I  must  go!'*  exclaimed  BUen ;  '^  I  feel  a 
strong  repugnance; — should  it  be  Mon- 
trose; or — or  even  the  Stranger!  I  al- 
most wish  I  had  asked  Betty  respecting 
him ; — but  she  would  have  been  afraid 
of  saying  any  thing.**  Again  the  person 
thundered   at  tlie  door.     **  It  is  most 

likely  the  niece  Mrs. '• —  expected, 

(now  occurred) ;  and  if  I  do  not  go,  I 
know  not  what  may  be  the  consequence 
from  that  violent  woman,  who  has  me  so 
much  in  her  power  T    This  idea  im^ 
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pellcd  her  forwards ;  and  believing  she 
should  know  either  Montrose  8  voice,  or 
the  StraugerX  <^he  called  out,  '^  Who  is 
there?'* — '^  A  friend/*  answered  »ome 
one,  in  a  gentle  accent;  **  pray  let  me 
in,  for  1  am  almost  drowned  in  the  rain.** 
*<  Tis  certainJif  the  niece  V  thought  j^l- 
|en ;  and  without  further  enquiry,  turned 
the  key ;  when  the  door  was  instantly 
pushed  open  by  a  tall  man,  wrapped  in 
a  lar((e  plaid  cloak,  and  a  mask,   Ellen, 
uttering  a  loud  nhriek,  attempted  to  rush 
out,  when  catching  her  in  his  arms,  he 
prevented  her  falling.     For  a  few  mo* 
mentH,  she  was  wholly  bewildered,  and 
her  terror  on  recovery  wa«  renewed,  on 
finding  herself  supported  by  this  strange 
figure.     "Leave  raef    leave   meT  she 
cried,  covering  her  face  with  her  hands; 
'*  yon  have  terrified  me  beyond  endur- 
ance!—Leave  me,  f  conjure  you,  if  you 
would  wish  me  to  preserve  my  senses  I 
Who,  and  what  are  }0u  ?—- what  do  you 
want?— and  why  came  you  here?**  she 
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uttered  wildly. **  Ellen,"  replied  the 

mask,  **  be  not  thus  needlessly  alarmed; 
I  am  one  who,  uuknowti,  have  watched 
over  yon,  almost  from  childhood  ;  your 
friend,  if  you  chuse  to  make  me  so:— 
be  composed; — no  harm  is  meant— ^no 
violence,  I  give  you  my  honour,  inteiid- 
#rf."- — "Ah!  why,"  she  cried,  a  little 
encouraged,  "  why,  if  r^a%  a  friend,  ap- 
proach  me    thus? — Do    friends    wear 

masks?" "  Yes,  some  friends  dp/'  he 

replied  a  little  ironically,  "  therefore  we 
dp  not  ^Xjirst  know  them:  but,  surel)% 
'tis  not  an  hannlcss  mask  of  which  you 
are  afraid,  or  I  have  mistaken  youi*  cha- 
racter greatly  ?'' '*  Ah,  noT'  she  cried ; 

**  but  i  fear  all  who  wear  them. — Virtue 
wants  no  concealment.*' 

Abanhed  for  a  moment,  he  hesitated, 
then  said,  ''  Ellen,  will  you  give  me  a 
patient  bearing? — you  shall  then  know, 
why  1  came  here,  and  wherefore  thus  dis- 
guised." She  was  silent.  '^  £Ilen,  I 
have  long  loved  you — doated  au.  your  , 
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image,  which,  preseiit  or  abaetit,  has 
ever  dwelt  upon  my  mind  : — ^*(is  now  a 
long  time  since  I  have  been  so  blest  ats  to 
behold  you ;  but  that  privation^  I  hope, 
is  over :  for  I  cannot,  1  find,  endure  ex« 
istence  without  you. — Will  you  wiHingly 
consent  to  put  yourself  under  my  pro* 
tection? — I  swear  to  observe  the  most 
respectful  distance^  till  by  every  gentle 
effort  which  time  and  the  m6st  patient 
assiduity  can  devise,  you  become  polun" 
tartly  mine; — mine,  from  the  full  eonvic* 
tion  of  the  mind; — that,  too,  shall  yield : 
the  tyrant^  custom^  shall  vanish  before 
unprejudiced  reason :-'— then  will  you 
meet  my  every  wish  with  an  ardour  like, 
though  it  can  Ttever  equals  mine  r  He 
paused,  and  taking  her  hand,  with  a  sigh, 
tenderly  pressed  it  to  his  lips.  Instantly 
withdrawing  it,  with  all  the  warmth  of 
outraged  delicacy,  she  exclaimed,  **  Prac- 
tised deceiver ! — vile,  detestable  seducer! 

"  Hold !"   be   cried,  interrupting 

her;  "  I  have  sworn  no  violence  i»  m* 
tended;  but  if  driven  to  it  by  scorn,  and 


147 

obstinate  perverseness/'  he  haughtily  ex- 
claimed, ^*  ywi  alone  will  be  to  blame : — 
1  will  not  then  answer  for  myself: — but, 
if  on  the  contrary,  you  will  fly  this  vile 
house,  and  put  yourself  under  my  pro- 
tection, though  obdurate  as  you  are  love- 
ly, I  will  hope  by  time,  and  unremitting 
love,  to  thaw  that  frozen  heart;  and 
then,  insurmountable  obstacles  removed, 
which  make  concealment  necessary  till 
you  are  more  securely  mine,  theriy  I  say, 
should  I  glory,  with  ray  love,  to  oflTer 

you  my  hand.** "  Know,  thetij'  cried 

Ellen,  impatiently,  "I  wonld  as  Jtow;, 
reject  every  offer  with  disdain.*' **  Be- 
ware!" he  cried,  in  a  voice  which  mad^ 
the  unfortunate  Ellen  tremble,  "  repol- 
lect  that  you  and  all  here  are  at  my  com- 
mand r*  but  softening  his  voice,  as  he 
observed  her  agitation,  ^^  I  trust  you  will 
therefore  the  more  readily  place  yourself 

under  my  protection."- **  'Oh !  leave 

me!"  she  wildly  exclaimed ;  1?  donjure, 
I  implore  you;  and  I  wiU/lineelimd 
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bless  youT' — -"  Bless  me,  for  leaving 
yoyxherCy  my  interesting  Ellen  !-r-know 
you  not  that  this  is  a  noted^  though  not  a 
notoriom  hon^e '^  that  the  mistress  is  a 
shameless  .procuress,  and  otherwise  is 
\vhat  you  would  term  an  abandoned  cha- 
racter ;  and  that  it  is  by  my  interference 
alone  you  have  been  saved  from  destruc- 
tion. Do  you,  then,  owe  me  nothing?'' 
He  again  forcibly  detained  her  hand,  and 
pressed  her  fingers,  as  feeling  for  the 
ring.  "  Gratitude,  I  know,  has  greatly 
influenced  some  of  your  actions;  will 
you  not  then  shew  any  to  me?-- ^-Or, 
were  it  but  interest  only ;  for  here  you 
are  lost,  when  abandoned  by  me.  Con- 
fide, then,  Ellen,  in  your  only  friend,  and 
you  shall  be  removed  from  hence  so  se- 
cretly, that  your  character  shall  receive 
no  injury : — this,  with  my  future  views,  1 
owe  to  myself,  as  well  as  you ;  but,  if 
onc6  known  an  inhabitant  of  this  dwel- 
ling, 'tis  lost  for  ever! — This,  perhaps, 
may  not  yet  be  the  case,  as  you  have 
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gone  out  so  little;    but  it  sooir  must. 

.  Who,  then,  would  receive  you  ?---wouUl 
even  a  husbmd  do  it?**  with  a  particular 
meaning.  Ellen,  unable  to  interrupt 
him,  or  to  utter  a  syllable,  sighed  deep- 
ly. **  Ah!  sigh  not  at  the  envied u^me 
of  husband,"  he  angrily  exclaimed  ;  but 
suddenly  checking  himself,  became  si- 
lent for  a  moment,  "  Shall  I  urge  still 
further,"  he  then  said,  (for  Ellen,  lost  in 
the  miseries  which  surrounded  her,  sat 
ID  mute  despair)  **  that  you  are  in  debt! 
Mrs.  — - —  will  insist  upon  being  paid; 

^  yon  ca«»o<  pay  her! — Should  I,  as  you 
desire,  leave  you,  you  are  the  immedi- 
ate victim  of  the  best  bidder:- — but 
come,  lovely  Ellen,  will  you  away? — 
Suffer  me  thus  to  construe  your  silence,'' 
embracing  her  with  tenderness :  **  say, 

is  it  thus  agreed?" **  Oh!  No!.  noJ 

no!!'  cried  Ellen,  (recovering  from  the 
stupor  that  had  crept  over  her)  as  he 
paused  for  a  reply:  '*  but,  ohT  kneeliiig^ 
before  him,  "  in  mercy,  whoever  you  are. 
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be  really  my  friend,  and  assist  me  to  £y. 
to  a  place  of  safety ;  or  leave  me,  I  con- 
jure you  instantly  alone!" "  To  fly 

alone,  Ellen,  that  this  golden  opportunity 
may  not  escape  you  unimproved  ?"  She 
wrung  her  hands,  as  indignantly  rising, 
the  tears  streamed  down  her  pale  cheek. 
**  Seek  not  to  move  me !"  he  cried,  with 
haughtiness;,  "  you  spurn  my  love — you 
are  obdurate ; — lara  no^less  uo,"  draw- 
ing her  fiercely  to  him,  and  straining  her 
to  his  bosom ;  when  by  an  effort  of  de* 
spair  breaking  from  him,  she  rushed  into 
the  hall,  palling  loudly  for  help  :-*he  ftrf« 
lowed,  and  had  again  seized  faer;^  whea 
struggling  to  escape,  she  exclaimed, "  Oh 
remember  you  said  1  was  safe: — have 
you  no  honour — no  truth !"—"  I  have 
both,"  he  replied  ;  but  will  not  be  trifled 
AvitI),"  still  dragging  her  into  the  parlour. 
**  You  force  me  to  this,  by  obstinate  per- 
verseness ;  /  am  not  answerable  for  the 
consequence,  butyme,"  Again  she  calU 
ed  loudly  for  assistance,  as  with  ail  her 
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strength  she  ckiug  to  the  banisters,  to 
avoid  being  forced  from  the  hall,  fvotik 
whence  she  thought  her  cries  might 
draw  the  attention  of  some  one  passing 
in  the  street;  but  at  length  exhausted 
she  could  no  longer  resist  his  firm  grasp, 
when  a  cry  of  **  Fire!  fire!  fire r  and 
the  ringing  of  a  large  bell,  made  him  6ud« 
denly  relinquish  his  hold ;  and  this  still 
continuing,  after  a  moment's  considera- 
tion,   rushing    furiously  .past    her,   he^ 

gained  the  street. *^  Oh,  merciful  God! 

receive  my  thanks  T'  exclaimed  Ellett, 
kneeling,  as  she  heard  the  door  close 
after  him.  The  bell  still  continuing  to 
ring,  though'  the  cry  had  ceased,  forget* 
ting  her  recent  danger,  in  the'idea  of  as- 
sisting a  fellow  creature,  she  was  impel- 
led, as  fast  as  her  trembling  limbs  would 
permit,  to  follow  the  sound ;  which  led 
her  at  length  to  the  end  of  a  long  ^lle- 
ry  on  the  second  floor,  where  she  found 
the  door  of  a  miserable  apartment;;ihalf 
open.    Hastily  entering,  she  ejc«iiyanied. 
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"  Where — where  is  the  fire?— tell  me 
quickly,  I  beseech  you,"  approaching 
an  euiaciated  squallid  looking  figure, 
that  lay  on  a  sort  of  mattrassi  in  a  cor- 
ner of  the  room, —  "  No  where,"  replied 
the  poor  creature;  "no  where,'*  speak- 
ing with  difficulty.  "Then,  why  occa- 
sion the  alarm  ?"  said  Ellen,  looking 
suspiciously  around.  "  Dread  not  any 
thing  here,"  said  the  woman,  observing 
her ;  "  look  but  on  me,  and  surely  yoa 
need  not;  but  come  nearer,  (speaking 
low  from  weakness,  and  almost  breath* 
less  with  extraordinary  exertion)  and 
you  shall  *know  why  t  alarmed  }0u. — 
But  have  you  escaped?"  enquired  the 
woman  earnestly.  "  Oh  !  tell  me  if  you 
ypu  are  safe! — that,  under  Heaven,  I 
hi^ye  been  the  means  of  saviujj  you  from 
that  fril  destroyer  of  innocenceJ— Oh ! 
may  it  help  lo  blot  out  some  of  my  of- 
fences !** 

Ellen  now   entering  into  the  motive 
that  actuated  her  unknown  friend),  in  a 
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few  words  related  to  ber  the  occurrences 
of  the  evening.  "  Then,'*  cried  tlid  wo- 
man, with  a  faint  smile,  as  she  raised 
her  eyes,  in  devout  thankfulness,  "  I 
have  been  an  humble  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  Providence,  and  may^  (looking 
down  again  in  deep  humility). ^ef  die  in 
peace,  and  hope  for  mercy. — My  little 
stratagem  has  preserved  an  innocent  , 
creature  from  certain  misery. — Uiltjr  ' 
hasten,  if  you  wish  to  avoid  p\)IIution ; 
hasten  froni  this  infamous  abode,  where 
you  are  beset  with  snares.  Considering 
me  as  of  no  consequence  from  my  help- 
less situation,  I  have  heard  all  their  dia- 
bolical schemes,  and  ardently  longed  to 
inform  jou  of  them;  but  1  cannot  even 
leave  my  bed,  which  I  shall  now  con- 
sider as  no  calamity,  since  by  that  1  have 
been  enabled  to  save  you,  which  has  re- 
lieved my  mind,  and  made  it  lighter, 
than  I  feared  it  ever  would  be  agail). 
But  I  must  not  detain  you  with  the  joys 
of   the   penitent.     Hasten,    leave    tbi$ 
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place;  you  have  not  a  minote  tD  lose. 
At  preseiit,  I  thiok,  yoa  may  be  ba%eti ; 
but  half  au  hour  beoee,  (as  she  looked 
on  Ellen  niih  horror,  pausing  for  a  too* 
meut  to  recover  breath)  i^onld  be  too 
late."—"  Oh!  I  will  fly,"  cried  EUen; 
in»tautly  ha^ttrinog  to  leave  the  room ;. 
when  stopping,  >he  dlstractectly  exclaioi- 
ledyx  "  But  whither?  Alas,  i  have  no 
lleme  to  go  to ;  no  friend  to  receive  me ; 
no  mouey ;  am  a  stranger,  and  unknown 

to  all  r 

**  Unfortunate  creature r  exclaimed  the 
woman,  looking  at  her  with  great  interest ; 
"  how  beautiful !  (as  her  hollow  eye  wan- 
dered over  Ellen's  lovely  form)  but  you 
are  innocent!  Look  on  me^  and  behold 
the  deeply  written  characters  of  vice  and 
miserj  !  Ob,  that  1  could  assist  you ; 
bul  I  am  a  w-retched  dependent  on  the 
wages  of  iniquity,  and  have  nothing  hut 
prayers  to  offer.  Once  innocent,  young* 
and,  unhappily,  by  some  thought  beau- 
tiful, I  became  the  prey  of  the  same  vil* 
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Iain  (whose  name  I  am  bound* to  coa- 
ceal)  who  pursues  you.    He  sought,  and, 
alas,  obtained  me — an  object  he  would 
now  look  on  with  loathing  and  abhor* 
rence! — Old,  though  but  in  the  meridian 
of  life ;  penniless  and  abandoned : — the 
advantages  of   education   lost — wholly 
lost  I  That  I  have  no  friends  to  btush  fop 
me,  I  now  thank  Heaven.    Once  I  had 
a  lover ;  a  worthy  man,  a  suitable  con* 
nection,  whom  I  scorned,  rejected,  and  . 
flew  from : — he  never  knew  whither.,  Uu'^^^, 
fortunate  Roberto !  I  drove  thee  from  thy 
native  shores ;  but,  happily  for  thee,  thou  . 
didst  escape  the  wretched  lost  Cecilia ! 
noi  does  even  ray  betrayer  know  where 
I  now  am! — But,  I  see  you  hesitate — 
you  will  not  be  saved  1    Oh  I  let  me,  on* 
my  knees,  (attempting  to  throw  herself 
out  of  bed)  persuade  you  1" — This  action 
roused  Ellen  from  the  torpor  of  despair. 
••* I  willfly  instantly  I"  repeated  she;  '*  be- 
lieve me,  I  hesitate  not,  thotigh  a  prisoi^  ' 
and  ev6n^  deaths  were  i^y  certain  por*  ^ 
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tion. — Alas,  1  am  in  debt  (wringing  her 
handN),  what  can  1  do?  where  to  get  a 
lodging,  for  this  night  even,  I  know  not?" 
The  poor  woman,  understanding  that  she 
was  qui^te  pennyless,  asked,  "  Have  yea 
no  cU)thes,  no  trinkets;  nothing  that  you 
can  carry  to  the  pawnbroker's  for  moaey  ? 
there  is   one  hves  in  the  next  street.*^ 

"  Oh,   yes ;'    replied   Ellen,    with   a 
gleaii*'jpl  hope,  for  she  had  never  thought 
of  raising  money  in  this  manner;    **  I  ' 
have  a  watch !'' 

The  woman  then  informed  her  t)te 
pawnbroker's  name;  and  also  said  she 
had  a  key  of  the  door  in  the  garden, 

which  led  into street,  and  directed 

Ellen  where  to  look  for  it;  that  i^he 
might  soon  reach  a  stand  of  coaches 
from  the  garden;  and  the  way  she 
escaped  would  ne^er  be  suspected,  as 
the  key  had  been  long  forgotten.  Ellen, 
roused  to  action  by  a  prospect  of  deli- 
verance, and  impatiently  anxious  to  be 
gone,  with  prayers  and  blessings  wUch 
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she  scarcely  dared  stay  to  repeat,  bacfe 
adieu  to  the  poor  penitent  invalid ;  and, 
with  lififht  qfiick  step,  again  traversed 
the  lon«[  gallery,  which  she  thought  ex- 
tended to  tvyice  its  length.  She  had 
already  got  down  one  flight  of  stairs 
when  she  fancied  she  heard  some  ona 
passing  below.  Greatly  alarmed,  she 
scarcely  dared  to  bnatlie;  but  had, 
however,  presence  of  mind  sufficient  te 
conceal  the  light,  and  softly  advancing^ 
looked  throngh  the  bannister.  Alas! 
her  worst  fear  seemed  confirmed ;  she 
saw  a  man  pass  the  stairs,  and  knock 
at  a  door .  below,  loudly  desiring  Cap* 

tain would  come  on  board  imme* 

diately,  as  the  wind  was  fair,  and  the 
ship  went  down  this  tide.  Ellen  thought 
the  voice  was  familiar,,  but  could  not  re- 
collect where  she  had  heard  it  The 
man  having  knocked  repeatedly  without 
receiving  an  answer,  was  leaving  the 
house,  when,  in  passing  the  lamp,  which 
hung  ill  the  hall,  the  light  fell  qa  hia 
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hce,  and  Ellen  immediately  rec<^nized 
with  astonibhment  and  joy^  Captain  Os- 
borne's  faithful  servant,  James.  She 
called  him  by  his  name,  and  begged 
him  to  assist  a  person  in  distreaiiii.  *'  That 
I  will,  with  all  my  heart/'  replied  the 
honest  tar;  ^^  but  who  thje  devil  knowft 
James  in  this  den  of  thieves/' — "  I  do^ 
exclaimed  Eilen^  in  breathless  agitation, 
laying  h^r  hand  on  his  arm ;  ^^  Do  yon 
not  recollect  me,  friend  ?'*  The  worthy 
creature  appeared  for  a  moment  not  to 
credit  the  reality  of  his  senses ;  and  after 
rubbing  his  eyes  to  ascertain  that  he  saw 
correctly,  said,  in  a  mournful  voice,  "  I 
do  now  recollect  you^  Miss  Ellen,  and 
am  grieved  to  the  heart; — this  is  a  sad 
place  for  you,  Miss  Ellen/'— That  I 
have  just  learned/'  replied  Ellen,  '*  but 
this  IS  no  time  for  es^planation.  If  you 
wish  to  serve  me,  take  this  watch  to  the 
pawnbroker;  procure  as  much  money  as 
possible  on  it ;  and^  to  prevent  ohserva* 
tioD,  go  throu^^b  the  garden.   This  i»  th^ 
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key,  and  order  me  a  coach  to  wait ;— bnt 
fly,  for  Heaven's  sake,  or  I  may  be  lost  T 
James  quickly  returned,  having  exe- 
cuted his  commission,  telling  her  the 
coach  was  ready.  Ellen  received  the 
money,  and  ieavmg  what  she  conceived 
herself  indebted  to  Mrs.  ,  on  her 

dressing  table,  with  a  light  step  descend* 
ed  to  the  garden,  attended  by  Jamed^ 
carrying  her  portmanteau,  &c.  They 
swifdy  left  the  garden ;  from  which,  at 
a  short  distance,  the  coach  waited. 
Ellen  instantly  got  in,  and  James  re-^ 
spectfuliy  enquired  where  be  should 
order  the  coachman  to  drive.  -  This  was, 
indeed,  a  difticuUy;  and  clasping  heir 
h^iids,  she  exclaimed,  ^'Alasl  t  knovir 
Doi!'*  but,  suddenly  recollecting  the 
poor  washerwoman,  determined  to  go 
there ;  and  gave  the  directions  to  M rs^ 
Hazeifs ;  and,  desiring  James  to  come^ 
into  the  coach,  as  she  had  many  ques^ 
tions  to  ask  him,  they  drove  off.  Ellen 
now  explained  as  niuch  of  her  »taAtiaa« 
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as  rendered  this  honest,  hamble  firiend, 
quite  happy;  and  enquiring  how  long 
he.liad  iel't  Captain  Osborne,  James  in- 
formed her^  that  the  ship  Captain  Os- 
borne commanded  was  taken  by  the 
French ;  that  he  had,  immediately  on 
their  arrival  in  France,  been  separated 
from  his  master,  who  was  sent  to  a  dif- 
ferent prison,  and  had  since  not  been  - 
able  to  hear  any  thing  of  him.  He  had 
been  returned  to  Einjlaud  a  twelvemonth, 
and  was  now  on  the  eve  of  .sailing  to  the 
West  Indies.  Ellen  sighed  deeply,  in 
thinkiqg  what  might  be  the  fate  of  the 
worthy  Osborne ;  and  turning  to  James, 
she  thantvtd  him  for  bis  kindness,  and 
endeavoured  to  force  a  present  on  him  ; 
but  this  ihe  honei!»t  sailor  positively  re- 
fused, saying,  he  wished  he  had  his 
purse  with  him,  and  Miss  Ellen  should 
n  t  have  left  her  watch  at  a  pawnbro- 
kei's  ;  and  hoped  she  would  steer  clear 
Qt  the  enemy  in  future.  Ellen,  feeling 
herself  comparatively    safe,    entreated 
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James  to  leave  her,  fearful  the  ship 
might  sail  without  him,  and  suffer  for 
his  kindness.  James  most  reluctantly 
obeyed,  praying  Heaven  to  protect  her. 
Mrs.  Hazefs  habitation  was  still  at 
some  distance,  when,  by.  an  accident  in 
moving,  she  pulled  the  check-string,  and 
the  coach  stopped.  The  man,  (who  had 
liot  very  well  understood  James's  direc- 
tion where  to  drive,  now  asked  Ellen  if 
it  waH  the  next  house  she  wished  to  go 
to?— She  answered,  No;  and  had  put 
out  her  head,  to  describe  the  place,  whea 
at  no  great  distance,  by  the  light  of  the 
moon,  which  shone  brightly  upon  him,, 
she  saw  the  Stranger,  talking  earnestly 
with  another  tall  figure,  who  was  turned 
partly  from,  her,  but  who  she  doubted 
not,  from  his  appearance,  was  the  mask. 
She  had  scarcely  povi^er  left,  to  order 
the  coachman  to  <irive  on ;  who  muttered. 
What  did  she  pull  the  string  for,  if  that 
was  not  the  place?  Ellen's  alarm,  in* 
creasing  by  the  mail's  grumbling,  she 
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sunk  to  the  bottom  of  tlie  coacb,  the  bet- 
ter to  avoid  observation,  and  there  awaitr 
ed  her  fate.  They  however  paaaed  the 
Stranger  and  his  companion^  apparently 
without  their  noticing  the  coach;  and 
she  was  beginning  to  congratulate  her- 
self, rejoicing  in  her  escape;  when  a 
TOice,  which  uhe  knew  to  be  the  Strao* 
ger's,  ca.led  to  the  coachman  to  atop. 
The  man  obeyed ;  and  £llen,  uttering  a 
faint  scream,  gave  herself  up  aa  lost; 
)ier  strained  eyes  and  uplifted  hand% 
raised  to  Heaven,  she  remained  scarcely 
conscious  of  what  was  passing,  till  she 
heard  the  jo\  fut  sound  of  ^  Gq  on,  coach^ 
mail !" The  fact  was  they  had  no  sus- 
picion, but  wished  if  the  coach  had  been 
empty  to  have  taken  it  The  coachman 
said  he  was  engaged ;  but  as  they  were 
going  the  same  way,  if  the  lady  had  no 
objection  to  take  them  np,  he  had  none; 
as  he  dare  sav  they  would  remember 
coacliee;  so  if  so  be  they  chose,  he  would 
just  step  aud  ax  her ;  and  had  actually^ 
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got  down,  when  the  Mask  called  out  to 
the -Stranger  to  wait  uo  longer.  Ellen 
scarcely  believed  herself  safe  and  alone 
in  the  coach,  so  entirely  had  terror  im- 
pressed  her  imagination.  She  soon  ar* 
rived  at  Mrs.  Hazel's,  whom  she  aston* 
ished  by  her  unexpected  appearance,  at 
that  late  hour.  The  coachman  having 
brought  in  her  portmanteau,  and  depart* 
edt  Ellen  informed  Mrs.  Hazel,  that  un- 
pleasant  occurrences  in  her  late  abode, 
led  her  ta  seek  a  shelter  with  her: — that 
abe  had  never  evien  suspected  till  of  late 
that  it  was  an  improper  house;  and  not 
knowing  where  to  go,  as  she  was  a 
stranger  in  Bristol,  she  wished  to  remaia 
with  her,  for  the  night,  and  longer,  if  it 
was  no  inconvenience. "  Inconveni- 
ence !-indeed,  no ! — Heaven  be  praised  T 
cried  tne  good  woman,  "  that  you  are 
in  my  humble  habitation,  away  frovtk 
that  sad  place  for  you  ! — I  was  sure  you 
could  not  belong  to  them,  from  your 
manner,  though  some  of  them  look  inno«^ 
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cent  enoagh,  too ;  but  still  it  is  different. 
I  am  glad  that  my  poor  little  hut  bap* 
pens  to  be  pretty  tidy,  for  you  to  come 
to;  and  1  will  do  all  I  can  to  make  \oa 

comfortable." Ellen  thanked  the  kind 

hearted  Mrs.  Hazel,  whose  small  dwel- 
ling .she  bad  before  remarked  as  lieing 
pariirularly  clean.  Mrs.  Hazel  informed 
her  that  a  lodger,  who  worked  for  some 
families  in  the  country,  had  left  her  for  a 
few  weeks;  that  she  went  the  day  be* 
fore,  an<l  ihe  apartment  was  more  airy 
and  comfortable  than  that  in  which  she 
slept;  though  she  was  sure,  had  her 
lodger  been  at  home,  she  would  ha?e 
given  it  up  ;  and  for  her-^elf,  she  should 
not  have  minded  sitting  up,  or  doing  any 
way,  to  have  accommodated  so  kind  a 
lady.  Not  one  suspicion  appeared  to 
enter  the  good  woman's  mind  respecting 
Elliii :  she  trusted  to  those  characters  of 

* 

truth  and  innocence,  which  were  legibly 
written  on  her  expressive  countenance; 
and  to  her  conduct,  which  Mrs.  iiazels 
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humble  sitdation  had  not  prevented  hef 
knowing  how  to  appreciate.  JShe  liad 
longed  to  inform  her,  she  said,  uhat 
sort  of  a  place  it  was,  but  knew  not  how 
to  set  about  it : — she  never  came  away, 
without  being  sorry  to  leave  her  there. 

Ellen  retired,  with  grateful  content,  to 
her  little  white-washed  chamber ;  and  ia 
the  morning  she  awoke  early,  with  the 
8  weetjsiuging  of  the  birds,  which  perched 
upon  !spme  boughs  that  were  in  a  large 
jar,  which  decorated  her  window. ..  Re^ 
freshed,  and  pouring  out  her  soul  in  gra- 
titude for  the  safety  she  had  experienced, 
she  drew  aside  a  clean  white  curtain,  and 
opening  the  casement,  enjoyed  the  fresh 
breezes  of  the  morning,  and  the  dehght- 
ful  view  which  the  back  of  Mrs.  Hazel's 
cottage  afforded,  commanding  Clifton, 
the  river,  the  Wells,  and  the  Bath  road, 
climbing  up  the  Somersetshire  hills.  As 
the  sun  rose  higher,  the  humming  of  the 
bees,  who  now  began  their  morniog's 
labour,  among  the  roseibary  branches, 
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ed  what  he  wanted.  "  Hark'ee,  friend/* 
said  the  man,  in  a  gentle  accent,  '^  be*n't 
your  name  Bazel?" — *'  Oh,"  cried  EllfD, 
joy  fully  I  "  you  may  open  the  door,  Mrs. 
Hazel,  it  is  Captain  Osborne  »  servant.*' 
"  Yes,  Miss,  that  it  is,  sure  enough," 
said  James,  going  in,  and  making  one  of 
his  best  bows,  as  £Ueu  held  out  her 
hand  to  him;  ''  and  1  wish.  Miss  Ellen, 
his  honour  was  here  now  to  take  you  in 
tow,  the  enemy  would  soon  sheer  clear 
oft',  rd  warrant  *em. 

James  then  informed  her,  that  she 
must  be  careful,  and  liot  go  out,  for  the 
house  she  had  left  had  been  in  ah  up- 
roar ever  since  she  was  missed.  That  a 
gentleman  had  been  there,  and  threaten* 
ed  to  blow  up  the  house  if  bhe  was  not 
produced.  Ellen  rejoiced  that  the  poor 
invalid  had  escaped  suspicion ;  and 
James  continued  to  inform  her  he  bad 
been  in  many  engagements,  and  had 
taken  some  rich  prizes,  but  he  had 
foolishly  squandered  a  deal  of  money ; 
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^'  But  all  tbafs  left,  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  bringing  to  you^  Miss  Ellen, 
with  your  watch ;  and  respectfully  lay- 
ing the  purse  and  watch  on  the  table, 
was  moving  towards  the  door  (for  the 
honest  fellow  did  not  wish  to  be 
thanked),  saying,  he  hoped  Heaven 
would  bless  her,  and  that  she  would 
not  be  offended.  £llen  could  not  con- 
ceal the  tears  which  fell  at  this  grateful 
proof  of  humble  sincere  attachment,  and 
requested  he  would  stay,  for  she  had 
much  to  say  to  him.  She  now  made 
hini  sit  down  and  partake  of  some  re- 
freshment; and,  with  great  difficulty, 
Ellen  prevailed  upon  him  to  receive  the 
money,  and  agree  to  take  the  watch 
back  again,  telling  him  that  she  valued 
it  very  much,  and  that  it 'would  be  safer 
at  the  pawnbroker's  than  with  her;  and 
as  she  had  really  money  enough,  she 
hoped,  till  a  supply  arrived,  whiqh  she 
might  now,  indeed,  look  for  almost  every 
day,  she  should  not  be  satisfied  to  keep 
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his.  But,  fearing  she  had  pained  hid 
honest,  generous  heart,  she  added,  "  I 
\¥ill  keep  this  small  gold  medal  in  re- 
membrance of  your  kindness ;  and  y0U| 
in  return,  must  accept  thfs  purse  to  keep 
your  treasure  in.  She  then  shewed  him 
a  large  £,  which  she  had  worked  in  it 
James,  with  a  respectful  boW,  took  the 
offered  purse,  and  said,  with  a  deep 
sigh.  Miss  Ellen  was  too  good.  Then, 
shaking  hands  with  him,  in  which  he 
was  merely  passive,  she  requested  him 
not  to  forget  to  enquire  for  her  at  Mrs. 
Hazel's,  on  his  return,  with  whoiA  3he 
would  leave  her  address.  She  then  bid^ 
him  farewell !  and  this  promise  Ellen 
did  not  forget; — but  they  met  no  more! 
James  found  the  death  he  wished,  and, 
indeed  sought,  at  the  cannon's  mouth  I 
the  thought  of  Ellen  mingling  itself  in 
his  last  prayers,  when,  putting  his  hand 
on  her  gift,  which  he  always  wore  in  his 
bosom,  he  expired !  Fortunately  for 
hiuj,  perhaps,  that  he  did  so;  for  the 
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manly  tear  that  fell  on  his  handsome, 
sun-burnt  cheek,  when  he  quitted  the 
cottage,  too  plainly  testified  what  passed 
in  his  heart,  though  even  to  himself  un- 
explained. For,  to  think  of  Miss  £llen> 
otherwise  than  as  a  superior  being,  would 
never  have  entered  James's  mind ;  and 
the  early  impression  he  bad  received 
from  her  kmdness,  strengthened  by  their 
second  meeting,  could  never  have  been 
erased. 

£Ilen  led  the  life  of  a  recluse  for  six 
weeks,  never  venturing  beyond  the  pre- 
)cincts  of  the  garden.  At  length,  her 
money  being  nearly  exhausted,  she  de- 
termined to  go  to  Brrstol,  and  make  en- 
quiriies  after  the  lost  trunk ;  and  mufiBing 
herself  in  a  close  bonnet  and  large  coarse 
shawl,  she  thought  she  might  defy  de- 
tection. In  th\)&  she  wai^  mistaken ;  her 
beauty,  only  partially  concealed,  not  dis- 
guised, she  never  looked  more  interest- 
ingly lovely,'  than  in  tbose  coarse  ^habili- 
ments.   She  walked  on  without  being 
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lit}  tic  Tf u  inci  ciAiIia^  :^  tba^  iHiu  auide  tlM^ 
aKfi^sMflunr  t^qoicieiF::  b«¥£p  fasMi  the  mor- 
nmration  to  U^arn.  tlist  ■!»  ■««¥  had  jet 
amTed  at  it.     DespmfliB^  and  taitigued^ 
sfche    asasn    Rtnroeii   t»    Jiisi.   Uazd's 
hiimbie   <iweiliii^;   ber  disappMiitiiieDt 
^uupnftnUii    by  oot   HEccirii^  a  letter 
from  Mi»»  FitzheriKft^  to&'  vbose  late 
»he  Mt  the  aust  serwMB  alarm.     She 
had  abo  wiittieiL  to  JiiES»  Osbome^  but 
had  received  no  answer.    Tbi«  also  aisto- 
nibbed  her;  but  Miess  Osiioffiie  was  on  a 
f  mt  m  North  Wales,  cooseqaeotly  the 
If:tter  never  reached  iti  destination.  Mrs. 
Hazel  had  prepared  croffee;  and  now, 
with  the  mois^t  attentive  kindness,  pressed 
her  to  take  some;  which  she  did,  and 
soon  after  retiring  to  rest,  sunk  into  a 
refrCfhing  slumber.     On  the  following 
morning,  when  Mrs.  Hazel  was  about  to 
riHC,  she  found  herself  so  ill,  that  she 
fainted  in  the  attempt.    Ellen,  hearing 
a  noise,  hastened  to  Mrs.  HazeFs  apart- 
ment; and  afforded  all  the  assistance  in 
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h€r  power.  After,  a  slight  restorative, 
she  persisted  in  getting  up;  and  the  girl 
who  occasionally"  went  on  errands  for 
then),  calling,  EMen  engaged  her  to 
assist  Mrs.  Hazel,  whose  debility  in- 
creasing, she  wished  her  to  have  advice, 
but  this  she  positively  refused.  Ellen 
strained  every  nerve  to  procure  what 
was  necessary  for  the  poor  invalid,  who, 
indeed,  wanted  cordials  more  than 
physic ;  but,  as  these  were  very  expen- 
sive to  procure,  she  was  at  last  obliged 
to  send  every  thing  she  could  possibly 
part  with  to  the  pawn-broker's ;  till,  at 
length,  all  was  gone;  and  though  she 
bad  denied  herself  almost  common  ne- 
cessaries, the  additional  expence  of  the 
girl,  whose  attendance  was  absolutely 
necessary,  had  swallowed  up  every  re- 
source. 

Mrs.  Hazel,  though  now  tolerably 
well,  had  not  yet  been  able  to  follow  her 
accustomed  employments;  a  ,d  Ellen, 
almost  as  much  puzzled  as  a  minister  of 
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seal  in  his  hand,  and  said  he  \vould  give 
ten  times  its  weight  in  gold  for  it,  and 
half  his  fortune  to  know    the  owner. 
"  These  are  strong  inducements  T  sighed 
Ellen  mentally ;  and  raising  up  her  hand, 
in  order  to  draw  on  her  glove,  the  ring  on 
her  finger  attracted  the  eyes  of  the  pawn- 
broker, who  immediately  sairi,   "  I  beg 
pardon  ;  but  that  seems  a  valuable  dia- 
mond ;  and  as  you  appear  much  distress- 
ed, I  will  advance  you  some  money  on 
that^  though  I  cannot  enlarge  the  sum 
already  given  on  the  watch."  Ellen  now 
took  off  the  T'.Tt^y  and  for  a  moment  sur- 
veying it  in  silence,  a  tear  of  bitter  re- 
collection fell  on  it,  which  for  a  moment 
dimmed  its  brilliancy.     She  had  forgot- 
ten she  had  any  thing  of  value  left;  but 
this  she  felt  a  strong  reluctance  to  part 
with,  as  it  was  the  bridal  gift  of  Mount- 
stuart ;  the  only  memento  she  had  ever 
received  of  a  husband's  love!  and  sigh- 
ing heavily,  she  was  about  to  replace 
the  ring  on  her  finger,  when  the  meagre 
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fiend,  Hungevj  with  her  kind-hearted 
friend,  Mrs.  Hazel,  perishing  for  the 
want  of  that  nourishment  v/hicb  she 
might  still  bestow,  instantly  presented 
itself  before  her  mental  view.  The  pic* 
ture  was  dreadful!  she  sickened  with 
horror;  and  faintly  holding  out  th^  ring 
to  the  pawnbroker,  mournfully  rq||aest* 
ed  he  would  advance  as  much  money  as 
he  could  on  it.  The  man,  after  a  minute 
investigation,  brought  her  ten  guineas. 
£llen,  as  she  counted  the  gold,  could 
scarcely  credit  the  reality  of  her  senses, 
that  she  possessed  so  much  treasure; 
and  was  hastening  away,  when  the  voice 

of  Mrs. y  hec  former  hostess,  met 

her  ear  from  one  of  the  boxes  :-- *her  at- 
tention being  suddenly  arrested  by  the 
watch,  which  i»tili  lay  on  the  counter ; 
she  thought  -' e  knew  it,  and  began  to 
make  some  enquiries,  when  £llen^  al- 
most sinking  w  th  terroF,.was  obliged  to 
hold  by  the.  door,  to  prevent  her  falling. 
''  I  wish  1  could  but  once  more  set  eyes 
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upon  the  runaway  thief  T  said  ,sbe; 
'*  Madam  should  not  easily  escape  me 
again.'"  Ellen,  in  a  state  little  short  of 
phrenzy,  darted  out  of  the  shop;  hut 
Major  Montrose^s  appearance,  at  the  op- 
posite end  of  the  street,  deprived  her  of 
all  power  of  motion ;  and  she  stood  ^ 
if  Hailed  to  the  spot.  He  passed  her  so 
close,  as  really  to  brush  her  clotbea; 
she  screamed,  but  moved  not ;  and  the 
noise  of  a  carriage,  in  which  were  some 
of  his  friends,  whom  he  was  hastening  to 
speak  to,  most  fortunately  drowned  the 
sound  of  her  voice.  Again  she  breathed, 
and  was  setting  off  with  full  speed,  wheB 

Mrs. coming  out  of  the  shop,  gave 

wings  to  her  flight;  she  was  counting 
her  money,  and  had  not  observed  Ellen, 
who  absolutely  flew  out  of  the  street,, 
without  once  venturing  to  look  behind, 
till  hearing  some  one  calling  out  loudly. 
Stop  thief  r—"  I  am,  then,*'  thought  she, 
discovered ! — shall  be  pursued,  seized, 
and  a  prisoner  f    For  a  moment,  dis- 
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traction  seis^ed  her.  Still  she  moved  for- 
ward, mechanically;  but  knew  not 
whither.  A  little  boy  now  passed  her, 
pursued  by  the  crowd,  (who  was  indeed 
the  thiejf,  butElten  never  thought  of  this) 
and  turned  down  another  street.  She 
still  proceeded  forward,  till  at  length 
wearied,  and  quite  out  of  breath  with 
exertion,  having  j^ot  beyond  the  city,  she 
sat  down  on  a  bank,  by  the  side  of  the 
road,  to  recover  her  strength,  not  exact- 
ly knowing  where  she  was ;  but  she 
thought,  by  taking  a  cross  directioq; 
she  should  be  able  to  find  a  road  to  the 
cottage.  After  resting  sometime,  she 
arose,  and  climbed  the  bank ;  but,  turn- 
ing round,  she  quickly  descended,  on 
perceiving  heeself  observed  by  a  party 
of  gentlemen,  who  seemed  to  have  come 
from  a  large  house,  which  she  now  saw, 
with  extensive  pleasure  grounds,  at  the 
distance  of  a  few  fields  from  the  road. 
As  she  glanced  her  eye  over  the  field* 
ftbe  saw  one  of  them  near  the  last  style.- 
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He  was  considerably  before  the  rest,  and 
must  have  hastened  forwards;  and  al- 
ways fancying  what  she  dreaded,  thought 
sh^4)eheld  in  him  the  person  of  her  tor^ 
mentor;  A  coach,  however,  from  a  pri- 
iMrte  way,  driving  towards  her,  she  deter- 
mined, if  the  coachman- would  take  faer 
"up*  to  get  i»,  let  it  6e  going  where  it 
would,  when,  to  her  great  joy,  she  be- 
held written  upon  it,  ** The  Hot  Wells;* 
and  there  being  room,  she  got  in^  and 
•drove  away  from  the  dreaded  party ; 
certainly  not  unnoticed  ;  and  unfortu- 
nately for  Ellen,  neither  her  face  or  form 
were  easily  foi^otten.  She  got  out  at 
the  Wells,  strongly  tempted  to  inquire 
for  the  Admiral;  but,  "  beware  oj  all 
strangers  r  instantly  crossed  her  imagi- 
nation ;  and  she  determined- to  consult 
her  kind'hearted  humble  friend,  for 
whom  she  purchased  a  small  pine-apple* 
and  with  gratified  feelings,  proceeded  to 
the  C'>ttao:e 
£Ilen  ioond  Mrs,  Uazel  very  weak 
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and  languid ;  for  siie  had  no  appetitev 
she  said. — **  And  this,  1  hope,,  vnll  help 
to  restore  it/'  Ellen  thought,  as  she  car- 
ried her  some  small  slices  of  pine-apples 
.  "  Oh,  you  are  by  far  too  good,  Misji 

Dubois!    1  doubt,.  1  doubt '*  looking 

wistfully  at  her.  Ellen,  construing  the 
hmky  turned  from  her,  to  conceal  the 
flush,  she  felt  glow  on  her  cheek ;  but 
speaking  cheerfully,  ^  Come,  Come,  Mrs. 
Uaz!  1,  begin  your  treaty  if  such  it  is ;: 
aixi  we  Will  lake  some  other  time  to  talk 
of  my  goodness.'*  Ellen,  finding  the 
grateful  woman  was  beginning  upon 
ber  favourite  topic,  gratitude,  hastened 
away ;  telling  her  she  should,  see  h^r 
again  soon,  asi  there  was  something  she 
wanted  to.  inform  her  of.  Accordingly^  - 
in  the  evening,  she  told  her  as  much  as 
she  thought  necessary  respecting  the 
history  of  the  watch ;  and  the  determi- 
nation was  formed  for  going  the  follow^ 
ing  morning  to  the  Wells;  when,  at  Mrs^ 
Uazei's.  re<}ue6t,  she  agreed  to  take  the 
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girl  with  her.  As  8he  was  leaving  th^ 
cottage,  Mrs.  Hazel  greatly  lamented, 
that  she  could  not  go  with  her.  '*  Well  P 
criea  the  kind  woman,  **  J.  hope  there  is 
no  danger;  but  your  sweet  face  in  cer- 
tainly a  Kuare; — and,  pray  forgive  nie, 
•  Mis^s  Bllen,  but  do  not  go  any  where 
but  where  you  can  see  all  the  world. 
Ami  ask  about  the  ohi  man,  before  yoa 
venture  to  see  him ;  for  if  he  be  as  old 
as  Adam,  I  would  not  trust  him,  with- 
out knowing  first/' 

Lllen  could  not  forbear  smiling  at  her 
admonitions,  but  assured  her  she  would 
not  foi^et  them ;  and  wished  her  good 
morning,  looking  like-  the  rose  at  the 
first  dawn  of  day— modest,  pure,  and 
gentle,  though  deprived  of  the  invigorat- 
ing beams  of  the  sun,  which  add  splen- 
dour to  loveliness !  Her  dress  was  white, 
•perfectly  nice;  but  close  and  plain  as 
possible.  As  it  was  rather  early,  they 
walked  on  a  considerable  way,  , without 
seeing  any  one  but  a  few  country  peo- 
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pie  in  crossing  the  fields;  Mrhom.  the 
rose-coloured  ribbons,  and  flourishing- 
cotton  gown,  Jane  wore,  with  her  comely 
round  face,  and  red  cheeks,  attracted 
much  more  tiian  iilllen's  appearance. 
The  morning  was  remarkably  tine,  antf 
Ellen  preferred  going  over  the  rocks* 
They  had.  just  began  to  descend  the^ 
winding  way,  which  leads  immediately 
down  to  the  Wells,  when  her  attention 
was  arrested  by  the  sweet  notes  of  a 
paasterly  performer  on  the  hautboy,, 
which  was  her  favorite  instrument.  It 
was  a  concerto,  and  peritormed  with 
wonderful  execution.  Charmed,  she  in- 
voluntarily stopped  to  listen ;  and,  a9 
the  dulcet  sound  was  conveyed  round 
the  several  windings,  from  rock  to  rock,^ 
the  admiral — caution—  her  situation — all 
were  <foi^tten  fr— One  sense  alone  en*, 
tranced  her!  when  a  ragged  boy  ad* 
vanced  from  l>ehii^d  ohe  of  the  rugged 
biilocks,  and  the  miisic  suddenly 
ceasing,  drew  her  back  to  earth  again; 
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and  sublonary  things..  **  Remember  my 
fatlier,  good  lady,"  said  the  boy^  pre- 
tending to  whiae;  ''  a  few  half-pence  for 
piiy,  to  get  iiim  something,  for  be  is  very 
ill."  Ellen  found  a  few  pence,  which  sbe 
gave  the  boy ;  and  not  thinking  she  could 
do  any  thing  more  for  him,  was  moving 
away;  when  she  heard  a  deep  moan, 
and  a  feeble  voice,  calling  **  Charles! 
Charles!"  Oh!  said  the  boy^"  rubbing 
his  eyes  violently,  and  sobbing,  **  'tis 
always  so!  What  shall  I  do!  dear,  wor- 
thy, good  lady,  do  but  just  come,  and 
see  how  ill  he  is!"  taking  hold  of  £Uen; 

•Mt  is  not  far." "  Beware  of  all 

strangers r  just  then  rushed  into  JBIlens 
mniti ;  and,  drawing  back,  she  said, 
^*  No;  I  will  not  go,,  for  I  can  be  of  no 
service  to  your  father;  hut  I  will  en- 
deavour to  send  him  assistance  f'*  and 
breaking  from  the  boy,  was  going  on, 
when  another  piercing  cry  drew  Jane 
towards  the  ^^pot.  Ellen  stopped  a  mi- 
nute alone,  sUll  determined  to  go  oo> 
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but  Jane  returned  not  Ellen  advanced 
a  little,  and  called  aloud  several  titti«s. 
No  answer  was  made.  It  must  then,  she 
thought,  be  at  a  greater  distauce,^  than 
from  the  sound  of  the  music,  and  the 
man's  cries  she  had  imagined.  A  vio- 
lent tremor  seized  her,  on  observing 
three  or  four  iU-iooking  men,  dressed 
like  sailors,  coming  towards  her.  This 
impelled  her  forward  to  seek  Jane;  but 
ber  trembling  lim'bs  refused  to  support 
her,  and  she  was  obliged  to  rest  against 
the  branches  of  some  tr^.  The  sailors 
looked  round,  and  seeing  no  one  was 
•within  sight,  they  whispered;  and  one 
of  them  directly  sprung  forward,  and 
seized  her  in  his  arms,  swearing  she  was 
a  pretty  girl,  but  he  meant  no  harm. 
However,  if  she  strugjs^led,  and  made 
such  a  to-do,  he  would  throw  her  into 
the  river,  and  she  might  vget  out  again 
how  she  could.  More  dead  than  alive, 
they  bore  her  away,  and  she  now  heard 
the  tide  dashing  against  the  shore,  whicb 
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it  was  plain  they  were  fast  approaching: 
her  eyes  she  had  shuTt  iovoluntarily  frtfm 
terror ;  and  saw  nothing  till  she  found 
herself  placed  in  a  boat,  which  had 
laid  under  the  shelving  rock,  and  now 
was  fast  rowed  down  the  river.  They 
had  tied  a  handkerchief  over  her  DQOUth; 
and  the  man,  who  carried  her  into  the 
boat,  still  held  her  hands  fast ;  swearing 
if  she  was  so  rumbuaticalj  she  would 
capsize  the  boat.  Resistance  was  use* 
less;  for  she  could  merely  see  the  people 
at  a  great  distance  on  shore,  and  no 
boat  or  vessel  of  any  kind  was  in  view» 
Ellen's  mind,  however,  after  the  first 
moments  of  terror  were  over,  sunk  not 
before  her  persecutors.  •*  Shall  I  yield 
to  despair!''  she  thought;  "ah!  no,  surely 
not/'  Mrs.  Hazel  she  recollected  with 
concern;  not  finding  her  retnni  with 
Jane,  it  would  in  her  weak  state  be  a 
cruel  stroke*,  for  sheconid  not  doubt  her 
strong  attaclnuent ;  and  perhapsy  she 
might,  iu  fact,  be  the  only  person  in  ex^ 


iirlau^  who  cared  for  her;  for  her  beloved 
Claka  she  dorst  not  think  of;  and  Geoi^e 
she  feared,  if  alive,  no  longer  lived  for 
hen  Her  other  friends,  too,  id  Scotland, 
appeared,  by  their  silence,  to  have  for- 
gotten her.  "  And  here  I  am,'*  she  re- 
jected, alone  in  existence^  surrounded  by 
this  world  of  waters,  on  which  I  am  em« 
barked,  going  I  know  not  whither,  or  to 
whom.  Can  this  be  the  admiral's  plan? 
and  she  looked  round  at  the  sailors,  as 
if  she  conld  discover  any  thing  from 
their  countenances.  There,  however,  she 
could  trace  nothing;  all  preserved  a- 
strict  silence ;  and,  except  the  dai^hing 
of  the  oars,  no  sound  was  heard* 

When  they  had  almost  reached  Kings- 
road,  a  boat  passed,  in  which  fancy  re- 
presented the  figure  of  Mountstnart, 
(looking  pale  and  emaciated)  with  other 
coiijpany,  whom  she  did  not  recollect, 
but,  certainly,  the  two  Miss  Mountstu- 
art's,  to  whom  he  appeared  paying  at* 
tention.     £llen  made  a  violent  efibrt. 
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t?hich  endangered  the  boat,  to  get  free, 
and  did  so  far  move  the  handkerchief 
for  a  tAornent,  as  to  call  to  her  husband; 
but,  though  looking  at  the  boat,  he  heard 
her  not,  or  noticed  her  not,  all  thought- 
less of  his  lovely  unfortunate  wife;  for 
it  was  him. — -*'  Does  he  not  know  rae, 
then?"  she  thought;  "or,  after  all — all 
I  have  suffered,  will  he  not  acknowledge 
me? — This,  thisi  is  too  much!'*  The 
men,  who  narrowly  watched  her,  per- 
ceived her  gasping  for  breathy  as  they 
had  drawn  the  handkerchief  Btill-  eloser 
round  her  mouth,  after  she  had  removed 
it .  Now  alarmed,  they  gave  her  in- 
stantly more  air;  swearing,,  they  had  al* 
most  stiiled  her»  "  But  cheer  up,  and 
you  will  soon  be  at  your  ji)urney's  end ; 
and  then,  this  here  handkerchief  may  be 
sent  adrift  ;.for  then  you'll  be  safe  enough 
ril  uarautJ* 

Ellen  i'elt  not  much  inclined  to  ac- 
cept such  comfort  as  the  men  had  to  of- 
fer, by  way  of  cheering  her;  butwith^ 
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t)ut  further  resistance,  suffered  berself  to 
be  put  on  board  a  small  vessel,  which 
lay  ofTiu  Kingsroad ;  the  boat  then  rowed 
away  again  as  fast  as  possible,  leaving 
her  surrounded  by  a  groupe  of  strange 
faces;  all  observing  her  with  silent  at- 
tention, whilst  she  remained  on  deck; 
but  no  countenance  encouraged  her;  and 
with  a  pale  cheek  and  tottering  step,  she 
descended  into  the  cabin,  where,  in  the 
darkest  corner,  she  beheld  a  man  sitting 
alone,  Whom,  on  a  nearer  approach,  as 
he  rose  to  receive  her,  she  discovered, 
with  a  shriek  of  horror,  to  be  the 
Stranger. 

"Beware  of  all  Strangers  T  said  he, 
sarcastically  addressing  her,  as  she  sunk 
down  on  the  nearest  chair.  "Our  meeting 
still  appears  unpleasant  to  you  ;  but  you  . 
will  know  me  better  before  the  end  -  of 
our  voyage ;  and  in  the  mean  time  1  am 
at  your  command." 

"Oh!  then,''  cried  Ellen,  "  deliver 
me,  I  beseech  you,  from  this  cruel  p^p- 


190 

0ecationl-^Oh,  be  my  friendt^  rising  to 
implore  him,  **  as  I  have  thought  yoaT 
She  stopped,  hesitating. 

**  Yes"  he  said,  *'  as  you  once  thought 
me»  perhaps,  b'ut  oftener  doabted  m^-~ 
But  know,  I  am  a  man  of  the  Mrorid.  It 
suits  not  my  purpose  to  pursue  your 
plan ;  therefore  spare  yourself  the  troo- 
ble  and  fatigue  of  useless  persuasion :  I 
cannot  assist  you :  I  have  too  long  served 
a  master^  who  knows  these  things  too 
well,  to  have  left  me  in  ignorance  of  the 
wordly  customs ;  and  'tis  not  usual  with 
one  of  us  to  mind  any  one's  interest 
but  our  ourn ;  but  in  every  thing  else,  I 
am  ordered  to  obey  you : — you  are  mis- 
tress here ;"  and  he  was  retiring  with  a 
bow,  when  Ellen  cried,  "  Tell  me,  then, 
inform  me,  I  intreat  you,  whither  I  am 

going,  and  to  whom?'* **  Who  is  my 

employer?'*  you  would  ask,  heobserved« 
She  had  not  courage  to  say  more  to  this 
proud  Machiavel,  but  *  was  silent.    **  I 
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am,  however^ .  forbidden  to  inform  yoq, 
by  a  master  I  have  too  faithfully  served. 
Questions  will,  therefore,  be  useless/' 
said  he,  sternly,  tier  eyes  fell  before 
him«  and  she  suffered  him  to  depart, 
%vithout  another  word. 
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CHAPTKR  IV. 


Left  to  herself,  his  parting  look  con* 
tinually  occurred  to  alarm  her.  Whether 
it  vvas  artifice  to  terrify,  and  prevent 
further  interrogation,  she  could  not.de* 
terinine;  but  she  was  wholly  in  his 
power,  which  was  a  frightful  idea,  now 
there  was  no  possible  escape,  and  the 
the  land  fast  receding  from  view.  To 
her  great  relief,  the  Utranger  returned 
with  a  young  girl,  about  fourteen,  whom 
he  said,  had  been  provided  to  atteud 
her;  and  that  he  believed,  every  thing 
had  been  thought  of  to  make  her  voyage 
as  pleasant  as  possible.  He  informed 
her,  however,  that  he  believed  she  would 
have  the  trouble  of  making  herself  un- 
derstood by  signs,  for  Rachel  did  not 
speak  English.    He  then  left  them ;  and 
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Ellen  fotindy  though  the  girl  had  been 
tutored  to  entire  concealment,  that  she 
spoke  the  Highland  language,  of  which 
Ellen  knew  a  few  words,  and  th^  sound 
sufficiently y  to  be  certain  she  was  right. 
It  was,  however,  a  comfort  to  have  a 
female  with  her.  Books  of  amusement 
had  also  been  provided,  and  not  ill 
chosen.  The  Stranger  lamented,  whilst 
he  fixed  his  large  grey  eyes  upon  her, 
that,  as  she  was  fond  of  music,  there 
was  noue  on  board  but  an  Eolian  harp ; 
which,  unlocking  a  cupboard,  he  pre- 
sented to  her.  "  Some  people,"  he  said, 
"  liked  the  sounds  produced  by  that  in- 
strument, though  it  certainly  was  not 
equal  to  the  hautboy;"  and  bowing  again, 
withdrew* 

"  It  was,  indeed,  then>  all  a  scheme, 
a  deep  laid  plot,"  thought  Ellen,  •'of 
which  the  musician  made  a  part.  I 
certainly  facilitated  the  accomplishment. 
Ah  I  when  shall  I  learn  proper  circum- 
spection, surrounded  as  I  knew  I  was^ 
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^s  I  still  am,  with  daog^drs.  She  mused 
awhile,  when  determioed  to  catch  the 
fleeting  pleasures,  she  raised  the  cabin 
window,  and  placing  the  harp  there,  lis* 
tened  to.  its  wild  cadences,  mingling 
with  the  hoarse  murmuring  of  th;.^  pass* 
ing  waves. 

Days  thus  rolled  on.  At  length,  she 
heard  the  sailors  cry,  there  was  every 
appearance  of  an  approaching  storm. 
The  sea  rolled  heavily  towards  the  shore, 
the  yawning  waves  dashed  against  the 
rocks,  whil6  the  light  white  foam  was 
scattered  like  flakes  of  snow  upon  the 
highest  cliffs.  The  vessel  was  hurried 
forwards  to  the  lami,  where  perched 
alone,  upon  the  topmost  point  of  a  rock, 
sat  the  towering  eagle,  in  solitary  ma« 
jesty,  as  monarch  of  the  cene.  De- 
struction appeared  inevitable.  Now  was 
the  time  guilt,  trembling,  felt  appalled, 
and  the  bloodless  cheek  and  starting  eye 
of  the  Stranger,  but  faintly  pourtrayed 
the  terror  labouring  within.  The  sailors, 
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imploring*  mercy,,  fell  on  their  knee:^ ; 
for  such  scenes  teach  even  the  empty 
scoffer  bis  own  worthless  insufficiency. 
The  Stranger  prayed  not ;  but  stood  with 
desperate  resolution,  awaiting  his  fate. 
Poor  Rachel,  in  tears,  clung  to  Ellen, 
who  believing  destruction  inevitable,  re- 
tired sometime  alone,  and  became  tran-^ 
quil.  Life,  with  cheerful  hope,  would 
at  her  early  period,  have  been  valuable; 
but  as  slie  was  situated,  she  reflect- 
ed this  melancholy  refuge  might  alone 
preserve  her  from  brutal  violence;  and 
viewed*  like  some  pitying  angel,  the  aw- 
ful scene.  But  when  her  eyes  met  the 
livid  countenance  of  the  Stranger,  whose 
r^ards  were  sternly  bent  on  the  deck, 
in  total  abstraction,  the  silent  statue  of 
desperate  despair,  for  a  moment  she  felt 
appalled.  A  general  cry  from  the  ma* 
riners  succeeded ;  for  at  that  instant  the 
vessel  struck  on  a  rock.  The  crash  was 
terrible!  lawful  beyond  description !  The 
hoax  was  iininediately  ordered  out,  and 
^  K  2 
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the  captain  and  many  of  the  sailors 
jumped'  in.  The  Stranger,  solicitous 
only  lor  personal  safety,  without  casting 
a  look  at  Ellen,  attempted  to  follow :  he 
made  a  desperate  leap;  but  the  boat, 
driven  by  an  intervjening  wave,  was  gone 
too  far:  he  missed.it,  and  was  swallow* 
ed  up  by  the  sea.  .  Ellen,  with  strong 
emotions,  witnessed  his  fate;  she  saw 
him  rise,  but  at'a  distance;  however, 
wishing  to  save  even  her  enemy  from  so 
fearful  a  fate,  she  hastened  on  deck; 
requesting  a  man  to  throw  a  rope,  which 
he  did;  and  she  beheld  him  once  more 
raise  his  head  above  the  water,  but  he 
could  not  reach  the  rope;  and  as  the 
ship  was  driven  yet  farther  on  the  shore, 
he  sunk  to  rise  no  more.  Ellen  turned 
from  the  spot  where  she  had  witnessed 
the  appalling  spectacle;  and  the  tear, 
which  fell  not  for  herself,  fell  for  this 
guilty  man.  The  storm  now  abated; 
and  wonderful  as  it  was,  the  wind,  which 
had  been  contrary,  changed,'  and  the 
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tide  beginning  to  flow,  gradually  raised 
the  vessel,  which  was  condncted  by  the 
few  remaining  hands  on  board  into  its 
destined  port;  and  which,  in  the  state 
of  the  vessel,  was  indeed  the  only  one 
they  could  possibly  have  reached.  There 
Ellen  was  in  safety  landed,  and  sepa- 
rated from  Rachel,  became  an  imme- 
diate prisoner. 

She  now  found  herself  upon  a  small 
island,  surrounded  by  the  ocean;  and  at 
a  distjince  beheld  i^evefral  others,  which, 
from  her  knowledge  of  geography,  she 
believed  to  be  the  Hebrides.  This  idea 
was  confirmed,  by  the  people  who  wait- 
ed to  receive  her  being  Scotch,  and  by 
whom  she  was  conducted  to  a  large  old 
castle,  whose  lofty  battlements  and 
cloud-capt  towers  seemed  proudly  to 
bid  defiance  to  time.  The  turret  she 
inhabited  overhunsf  the'^ea,  which  wash* 
ed  its  base  with  every  rising  tide.  Oc- 
casionally whe  could  discern  a  light  skiff 
gliding  at  a  distance,  which,  as  the  snn 
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partially  silvered  the  sails,  presented  a 
pleasing  spectacle.  But  winter  now  ap- 
proached, and  in  these  northern  situa- 
tions, a  cheerful  fire,  either  to  the  lonely 
traveller,  or  the  solitary  ca'ptive,  is  a 
pleasant  object  during  that  gloomy  sea- 
sou.  Ellen  found  it  so;  and  was  glad 
to  see  old  Ralph  bring  up  her  evening 
faggot.  She  selcloui  saw  any  one  boKidCi 
as  his  wife  Deborah,  who  was  lame, 
found  it  troublesome  to  creep  up  the 
winding  stone  stairs,  which  ended  io  a 
long  gallery,  that  led  to  Ellen's  apart- 
ments. Neither  appearing  to  know 
much  of  English,  and  what  they  did  un- 
derstand, being  very  sparing  in  using, 
all  Ellen's  enquiries  were  useless.  Thus 
time  passed,  suspending  only,  she  feared, 
without  averting  the  fate  that  threatened 
her.  She  determined  upon  the  sacrifice 
of  her  life,  rather  than  live  dishonoured; 
but  she  still  hoped  for  deliverance,  and 
petitioned  Heaven  for  protection.  Her 
thoughts,  little  occupied  by  the  passings 
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dcene,  dwelt  much  on  her  beloved  Clara, 
and  frequently  strayed  towards  George. 
She  bad  once  or  twice  received  a  letter 
from  her  unknown  persecutor,  which  she 
thought  it  right  to  open,  though  she  ne- 
ver replied,  not  even  to  his  earnest  re- 
quest, that  she  would  write,  if  it  was 
but  one  line,  to  say  he  was  forgiven,  for 
those  steps  which  imperious  necessity 
had  compelled  him  to  pursue;  and  that 
he  hoped  his  lovely  prisoner,  (for  such 
«  he  feared  she  would  esteem  herself,)  was 
accommodated  in  every  resrpect  to  her 
wish,  as  far  as  the  situation  would  ad- 
mit She  observed  that  ho  feared  her 
attempting  an  escape: — '^  Would  that  I 
could  r  thought  Lilen,  "  with  any  pros- 
pect of  success:  but  here,  by  all,  I  fear, 
forgotten,  must  I  wear  out  my  life  in 
useless  frightful  solitude/' 

One  night,  as  the  wind  blew  fearfully 
round  her  turret,  and  shook  it' to  its 
base,  she  thought  she  could  discover 
one  part  of  th^  wainscot  mor^  movisd  by 
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its  violence  than  the  rest.  .  It  was  di- 
rectly opposite  the  door  which  led  into 
her  inner  apartment;  and,  recollecting 
that  frequently  long  perspective  was  pre- 
served in  old  buildings,  by  placing  the 
doors  immediately,  facing  each  other, 
she  rose  to  examine  whether  this  was 
the  case  at  present,  and  found  she  was 
right.  It  was  evidently  loose,  and 
might  easily  be  opened ;  she  determined 
making  the  essay.  Almost  alarmed  in 
having  accomplished  her  purpose,  and 
fancying  she  heard  Ralph  coming,  she 
put  it  together  as  well  as  she  could, 
trembling,  and  dreading  a  discovery; 
but,  after  listening,  and  finding  all  si- 
lent, she  again  ventured  to  unclose  it; 
and  found,  that  it  opened  into  a  small 
apartment,  like  the  room  she  slept  in. 
The  window  presented  her  with  a  dif- 
ferent view,  though  not  more  cheerful ; 
it  opened  n|)on  a  gloomy  valley.  How- 
ever, it  will  vary  the  scene,  she  reflected. 
She  e:^amined.  but  could  discover  no- 
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thing  like  any  further  outlet ;  and  with 
some  difficulty  replaced  what  she  had 
recuoved.  On  retr.ruing  to  her  apart- 
ment, she  felt  marly  overcome  by  that 
heaviness  of  sleep  which  seems  irresis- 
tible. The  dreadful  idea  of  having  taken 
a  soporific  for  some  base  purpose,  crossed 
her.  imagination.  She  strove  to  rouse 
herself,  but  in  vain.  Nature  yielded  to 
to  the  powerful  influence;  aqd,  after 
having  with  difficulty  kept  her  eyes  un-; 
closed  to  examine,  and  make  every  thing 
secure  as  possible,  she  retired  to  bed. 
About  midnight,  the  shrill  blast  of  a 
horn  awoke  her.  She  hastily  arose;  and 
throwing  on  her  wrapping  gown,  trimmed 
the  lamp,  with  trembling  fingers,  that 
stood  burning:  on  her  hearth;  throwing 
a  look  around  on  the  dark  wainscotted 
walls,  as  if  expecting  one  of  the  heavy 
gilded  pannels  would  have  unclosed,  and 
discovered  her  persecutor  standing  be- 
fore her.  She  went  into  the  centre, 
room,  leaving  the  lamp  for  fear  of  dis*. 
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covery;-*-aU  was  dark  a&d  silent  At 
length,  she  beard  steps  approacbing,  aod 
Ralph,  in  an  under  voice,  as  he  passed 
the  door,  telling  some  person  all  was 
safe;  that  he  might  proceed. 

"  Where  does  she  sleep?"'  enquired  a 
voice. — "  In  the  north  ehamber,**  replied 
Ralph ;  *'  to  the  left  of  this  room.'* 

"  Sleeps  she  now,  I  wonderP 

''  Doubtless," \aid  Ralph;  ''  for  all, 
(dl  is  still  and  quiet." 

"  I  will  retire,**  replied  the  voice,  io  a 
melancholy  tone;  **  but  hot,  I  fear,  to 
sleep/* 

She  heard  no  more,  till  she  observed 
the  light  from  the  lamp  Ralph  carried, 
on  his  return,  through  the  crevices  of  the 
door,  where  he  stopped  a  moment  to 
listen;  and  then,  saying  to  himself; 
"  Yes ;  all  is  safe,**  he  again  descended. 

Ellen  now  stole  softly  into  her  apart- 
ment; where,  convinced  all  was  Bsfe, 
and  that,  for  that  night,  she  trusted  she 
should  have  no  further  alaira^  afce  west 
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again  to  bed ;  li^bere  the  idea  of  tp-mor- 
row,  or  rather  the  adVaocing  day,  occu- 
pied her  too  much  to  suffer  her  to  enjoy 
repose;  but,  at  length,  as  the  clouds 
unfolding  discovered  the  morning,  she 
again  forgot  herself.  With  expectation 
painfully  awakened,  she  entered  the 
centre  room,  to  unfasten  the  door  for 
Ralph,  who  already  waited  without.  She 
hesitated,  listened,  let  him  knock  twice, 
before  >he  Ventured  to  advance;  and,  at 
length,  bavifig  fully  convinced  herself, 
he  was!  there  alone,  with  as'  steady  a 
hand  as  she  could  command,  unbarred, 
and  unlocked  the  door^  and  was  re- 
tiring, not  perceiving  that  he  held  a 
letter  in  his  hand,  which  he  followed  to 
give  her. — She  started,  and  turned  rouody 
when  he  respectfully  presented  it  to  Iter. 

"  A  letter  tor  me,  Ralph  T— "  Y^i, 
Madam*'* 

•*  And  come  bo  early  P**— ♦•  Yet,  Ma^ 
4aiik* 

*'  ilav«  yottt  tbeo,  bctu  to  .—.i......^  T 

"  No»  Madam." 


ar^      <r  *-«ires^  ^iia  jccb^uuc  the  2i«ftl^ 
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(]Ut  ^ope  osflud  ammmmr  eo  i^ 


■X 


dbe  idea  occuDtd  of  dkpaUbcfaiK  Ks^pli 
lo ««Mikr  tbeimtcMecf 


iag:  soae  ■utenak  iiar  dnviig,  vkkii 
voald  siv«  kin  die  id^a.  dot  sfae  tlHMsiit 
mot  of  escapifls.  Wk^a  ke  cmicd  m 
bfeak£ist»  ^le  lokl  kin  ske  skcwM  be 
g^bd  Id  kave  some  arddes  doA  ske  kad 
viytten  apoo  a  piece  of  paper,  pA  for 
ker.  Ralph  kraked  a  Jitde  fjmtL  and 
qipeared  unwiliiiis  to  go,  bat  durst  dm 
ifajeet;  and  receiviag  tke  piper  Id  si- 
lenoe^  wcDt  oot. 

SooD  after,  £Ueo  keaid  tbe  gates  qd- 
baired,  and  wasahraied  leat  ike  dread- 
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ed  arrival  should  have  taken  place  Mooer 
than  was  expected.  She  ntrove  in  faia 
to  obtain  a  glimpse  of  the  person  passing; 
but  was  soon  convincedy  that  it  vtu 
one  leaving  the  castle,  as  nbe  heard  the 
receding  steps  of  a  horse  goi»g  overt 
wooden  bridge,  which  was  not  far  dii- 
tant.  Could  it  be  Ualph?  he,  surely, 
could  not  be  set  out  already  ;  perbapii 
his  master  was  coining  sooner  than  he 
had  intimated,  and  this  made  him  uih 
willing  to  go.  Soon,  however,  this  idea 
was  dismissed ;  Ralph  made  his  appea^ 
ance  to  remove  the  breakfast  things. 

**  When  will  you  return,  do  you  thinki 
Ralph?''  said  Ellen*  Suspicion  imm^ 
dialebf  crossed  his  countenance,  as  he 
looked  at  her;  but  feeling  the  key,  which 
be  believed,  secured  bis  captive,  he  n^ 
taoered  a  satisfied  air,  and  told  her,  io 
the  evi  tting,  ear  y  ;  and,  as  his  ]>etx>rah 
was  very  lame,  she  must  excuse  havii^ 
some  troubie,  as  he  most  leave  her  what 
she  wottl4  waul  duniig  hia  abMoec 
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She  would  not  have  any  body  to  wait 
upon  her,  which  he  was  meickle  grieved 
at.  The  truth  of  the  matter  was,  he  was 
afraid  of  trusting  Deborah,  she  was  so 
very  infirm. 

The  hour  of  dinner  was  past,  and  El- 
len supposing  that  Deborah  was  taking 
lier  afternoon's  nap,  in  which  she  always 
indulged,  after  regaling  herself  with  a 
pipe,  opened  the  door,  and  after  listen* 
ing  some  time  attentively,  she  thought 
she  might  safely  proceed,  as  Deborah 
had  probably  taken  a  double  dose  in 
Ral(^'8  absence.  On  entering  the  room, 
she  saw,  with  surprise,  a  do<nr  open  op- 
posite to  her.  At  first,  she  was  hastily 
retreathtg;  but  not  hearing  the  least 
sound;  she  recovered  her  courage,  and 
ivith  Hght  steps  advanced  towards  it ; 
when,  on  moving  the  door,  she  beard  a 
step  behind  it.  Alarmed,  she  bad  no 
power  to  retreat;  the  step  appeared  to 
advance,  as  she  stood  knmoveabfe,  wait* 
log  the  eireiil  :«»*it  thes  seeqied  &rther 
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ofT,  and  now  she  heard  it  descending 
tlie  stitrs/making  a  bleating  noise,  which 
inime(liately  brought  to  her  recollection 
a  taiue  G:oat  she  had  seen  about  the  cas- 
tle. Ashamed  of  her  fears,  she  haNtily 
ascended  a  flight  of  steps,  and  entering 
an  apartment,  she  advanced  to  the  win- 
dow ;  but  all  was  dreary ;  nothing  met 
her  view  but  the  waves  which  dashed 
against  her  prison  walls,  with  a  hoarse 
melancholy  sound.  She  next  descended 
to  the  garden,  hoping  to  discover  some 
means  by  which  to  escape;  she  passed 
the  gate  of  the  castle,  and  walked  a 
considerable  distance;  but  all  was  cheer- 
less solitude;  she  met  not  a  human  be- 
ing; and  almost  bereaved  of  hope,  de- 
spondingly  returned  to  the  castle,  which 
she  just  entered  as  Ralph  followed  thro' 
the  same  door.  Ellen  thought  a  disco* 
very  inevitable;  but  a  friendly  projec- 
tion in  the  wall  concealed  her  from  his 
view,  though  he  passed  her,  in  search 
of  Deborah,  who,  in  a  rough  voice,  be 
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asked  if  she  was  sure  all  was  safe  above? 

.    "  Yes,  sure  enow,!'  said  Deborah ;  **  why 

_  "what  the  de'il  did  ye  uae  lock  the  door 

yoursel."      Ellen    discovered,  •  that  she 

had  taken  too  large  a  potation  of  the 

wliisky,  from  her  courage  and  the  tone 

of  her  voice :  however,  she  wished  the 

wee  hit  of  a  thing  awa  wi'  a*  Iter  heart. 

/*  She'll  be  awa'  soon  enow,"  said  Ralph; 

-  fiyr  I  ha'  got  a  letter  at ,  to  bid  me 

gang  the  cross  way  to-noiorrow,  to  see 
if  he  be  there ;  an'  if  w^e  dinna  meet,  to 
return  hame  again  th'  ither  road  ;  so  I 
shall  be  awa'  a'  the  day :  but  I  maun 
gang  an'  see  if  the  bird's  i'  the  cage  now." 
£llen  trembled,  as  Ralph  passed  to 
the  steps  he  usually  went  up  to  her 
apartment,  and  darted  up  the  opposite 
stairs,  hoping  it  might  jet  be  possible  (o 
get  before  him ;  but  at  the  top  of  the 
first  flight  the  steps  met,  and  she.  would 
have  been  inevitably  discovered,  had  not 
Deborah,  wishing  to  be  very  civil,  gone 
to  fetch  him  a  cann  of  that  whisky  whick 
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Recovering,  she  shrunk  from  him;— he 
perceived  it — "  Then  I  am  not  a  wel- 
come visitor,  Ellen?" — "  You  could  not 
expect  to  be  such,''  she  faintly  uttered, 

turning  from  him. "  I  shall  not  en- 

deavour  to  combat  your  opinion,  neither 
enquire  how  you  have  contrived  to 
escape  from  the  castle,  till  you  are  again 
within  its  walls.'* 

This  recalled  Ellen's  attention  to  her- 
self, and  the  place  where  he  had  dis* 
covered  her,  which,  in  her  terror  on  be- 
holding him,  she  had  forgotten.  She 
endeavoured  to  withdraw  her  arm,  which 
he  had  drawn  through  his,  and  held  fast 
locked  there,  but  he  drew  her  on  with  a 
force  she  could  not  resist. 

**  Oh  I  let  me  remain  !  I  cannot,  will 
not  proceed  !"  she  exclaimed. 

**  Then  1  will  carry  you;"  and  raising^ 
her  from  the  ground  in  his  arms,  he 
hastened  with  her  to  the  castle;  where, 
blowing  the  iiorn,  the  shrilly  blast  was 
carried  across  the  water;  and  old  De» 
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(    escape,  and  wrapping  herself  in  her  plaid 
I  cloak  and  bonnet,  softly  descended  the 
f   turret  stairs,  and  gained  the  drawbridge, 
,    which  she  passed  unobserved,  and  pro- 
^  ceeding  towards  the  Sea,  saw  a  bark 
<    struggling  with  the  tempest.    She  raised 
^her  thoughts  in  fervent  supplication  for 
iheir  safety,  and  watched  their  feeble 
efforts  against  the  mighty  ocean.     Then 
traversing  the  sea-bt^at  shore,   she   en- 
tered a  rocky  cave  to  rest,  whil6  the 
-moon,  emerging  from  a  cloud,  shed  its 
pale  rays  upon  her  paler  tifjeek.     *'  OhF 
exclaimed  Ellen,  *^  if  any  friend  of  mine 
was  in  that  ^^hip,  coming  to  meT 

*'  Bel^old  one,  lovely  wanderer  P  said 
a  voice  from  behind  the  rock,  close  to 
her;:— a  yoice^  that  bereaving  her  of  all 
recollection,  she  had  nearly  fallen  into 
the  abyss  which  rolled  at  her  feet,  had 
pot  she  been  instantly  caught  by  the 
dreaded  masked  visitor,  who  held  her 
lovely,  lifeless  form  in  his  arms,  as  the 
moon  rode  swiftly  over  their  heads.-^ 
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ing,  which  her  Laird  did  not  bear;  b^ 
repeated  ia  a  passionate  tone,  '*  When 
is  he,  i  ask?" — *^  Ganged  where  youbi 
hi  in,  to  fetch  you/*  she  replied ;  nearlj 
adding,  **  the  bi^er  rascal  of  the  twa' 

On  entering  the  apartment,  drawing! 
chair  near  the  fire,  the  Laird  desired  hii 
lovely  companion  wonld  throw  off  iier 
plaid,  and  suffer  Deborah  (whom,  he 
was  afraid,  she  had  found  a  clumsy  wait* 
ing  woman)  to  attend  her  into  her  own 
apartment  to  change  her  dress ;  as  he 
was  sure,  aAer.  such  a  walk  she  mmit 
find  it  necessary. 

He  then  ordered  different  refresh* 
ments  to  be  brought,  which  be  warmly 
pressed  her  to  partake  of.  Ellen  was 
at  length  prevailed  upon  to  drink  a  cup 
of  tea,  which  he  poured  out,  and  pre- 
sented to  her;  and  now,  throwing  off 
his  great  coat,  she  observed  he  was 
dressed  in  deep  mourning. 


END  OF  VOL.  III. 


miU  4r  Lnak,  FtnUn^  S5,  Ktm  Stnti,  Biak§figuteB 


\  - 


\     ( 


THE 

HEIRESS  OF  DE  COURCEY, 

dec.  &c. 
VOL.  IV. 


Just  Puhlislud, 
St.    OSBERG^ 
or  the  carmilite  mon&, 

k  Romance  of  the  fourteenth  centurj  % 

IN  FOUR  VOLUMES, 

■"RICE  SOSi.  BOARD!. 


THE 

MAIBEN   WIFE : 

HEIRESS  OF  DE  COURCEY. 

A   MOST    INTERESTING 

TALE 

IN  FOUR  VOLUMES. 

BY 

MISS   M.  HAMILTOK 

Authoress  op    the  Forest  gp  St.  Barnardo, 


And  art  thou  then  his  dear  remains ; 

She  whom  tny  restless  gratitude  has  sought 

So  loDg  in  vain — Oh  Heaven  1  the  very  same. 

The  softened  image  of  nij  noble — 

Alive  his  every  look — his  every  feature 

More  elegantly  touched. 

thompsom^s  seasons. 


VOL.  IV, 


LONDON  : 
PUnLlSl'lED  BY  SHEKWOOD  NEELY  &  JONES 

PAT£RI«08TER    ROW.     AND    TAYLOR    AND    CO. 

OXFORD  STREET. 

And  sold  by  all  Booksellers. 


.  \ 


•  ,*•  •• 


THE 


OF 

JDE    COURCY, 


CHAPTER  I. 

*  • 

Elle^  now  saw  with  considerable  alarm 
her  mysterious  visitor  drink  freely  of 
wine^  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  placed 
on  the  sideboard  ;  repeatedly  inquiring 
after  her  health ;  and  did  she  know  his 
intention  of  being  at  the  castle  thai;, 
evening.  Ellen  replied  not.  Nor  did 
he  remark  upon  her  silence ;  but  weQjt 
on  inquiring  how  she  had  passed  her 
hours  during  her  residence  there  ?    he 
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feared  but  dull j ;  and  that,  from  the 
welcome  he  had  received^  she  had  not 
yet  forgiven  him.  Ellen's  modest  down- 
cast eje  bent  before  his  broad  gaze. 

He  arose  and  paced  the  room.  At 
this  instant  a  loud  crash  was  heard^  like 
distant  thunder.  '^  So  perish  all/'  cried 
the  monster,  as  he  listened  to  it«  '^  who 
might  stand  betwixt  me  and  my  wishes." 
"  Unfeeling  wretch,"  exclaimed 
Ellen,  from  the  impulse  of  the  moment^ 
as  with  tearful  eye  she  looked,  upon 
bim,  whilst  the  rich  carnation,  which 
the  change  fmm  the  chill  night  air  to  the 
warm  rooai>  had  given  her  cheek,  added 
a  lustre  to  her  countenace,  almost  daz- 
ling,  which  led  her  persecutor  to  ex- 
claim : 

'•  O,  Ellen,  some  are  only  beautiful^ 
but  thou,  thou  art  beauty  self." 

^'  Will  you  not,"  she  exrlaimed^  ap- 
proaching the  window  in  great  agita- 
tion, ''  will  you  not  lend  the  poor  suf- 
ferers some  assistance  ?     Oh  !  you  may 


save  a  soul  perhaps  from  destruction. 
Think  of  the  object  in  view,  and  you 
will — you  must  go. 

''  1  think  but  of  the  object  in  view/' 
he  replied,  *'  which  prompts  me  to  stay ; 
to  stay  and  use  the  present  moment, 
which  is  mine,  too  lovely,  and  almost  ir- 
resistable  pleader." 

'^Then  will  you  not,'*  said  she  indig- 
nantly, ^'  succour  your  fellow  creatures 
in  such  an  hour  as  this  ?  Lives  there  the 
being  so  lost,  so  callous  to  every  com- 
mon feeling  of  man,  for  human  kind  ?" 
exhausted  by  her  feelings,  forgetting  all 
fear,  she  turned  from  him  with  scorn. 

"  This  is  not  to  be  borne,  Ellen,"  his 
pride  stung  to  the  quck  ;  he  caught  hold 
of  her  robe  as  she  was  moving  away  i 
w^hen,  suddenly  musing,  "  I  will  go, 
but  connot  leave  you  thus^  Come,  let 
me  see  xi' you  possess  any  of  that  huma- 
nity  of  which  you  talk  so  well* 

'^  Will  you  ptotnise  me,  if  I  assist  these 
interesting  Mariners,  that  you  will  give 
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me  a  ptacc  iu  your  heart,  (which  feels 
for  all  but  me)  and^  in  a  short  time  con- 
sent to  reward  my  ardent  passion^  and 
teach  me  to  dispose  of  my  ample  fortune ; 
^hich  w  ithuut  you,  has  no  charms,  for 
its  possessor. 

'*  You  are  silent !  where  then  is  your 
humanity  ?  think  of  the  extensive  bene* 
\olence  you  have  it  iu  your  power,  every 
way,  to  manifest  ?  how  mzw^you  might 
save.  Both  souls,  aye,  and  bodies  too, 
DOW  perishing,  because  you  prefer  a 
name,  an  empty  name,  to  their  salvation. 
But  you  answer  me  not ;  and  I  will  not 
tamelif  suffer  this  disdain.'"  Attempting 
to  take  her  hand,  ^ive  me  your  soiema 
primiise  to  my  proposal,  and  I  will  leave 
you,  to  seek  the  sufferers  ;  and  in  return, 
give  y<ui  my  word,  I  will  wait  patiently 
your  willing  acceptance. 

"  Oh  !  go,"  she  cried,  kneeling  at  his 
feet,  thinking  she  again  heard  the  low 
cry  of  the  drowning;  go,  and  here  will  I 
remain,  till  you  return  nor  attempt  to  es- 


cape,  I  promise,  solemnly  promise  you." 
*'  I  thaok  you,"  he  replied ;  *'  and 
will  myself  take  care  you  'do  not ;  but 
answer  me ;  will  you  at  least  consider  of 
my  proposals  ? 

"  They  require  no  consideration,"  in 
a  firm  collected  manner  she  replied.  '^  It 
is  not  enough,  that  you  have  pursued  me 
with  unceasing  persecution  ;  seperated 
me  from  all  communication  with  my 
friends  ;  exposed  my  life  in  a  perilous 
voya^re  ;  shut  me  up  a  prisoner  ;  but  to 
complete  a  conduct  so  shanoeful  and  un- 
justy  you  must  also  offend  my  ears  with 
the  most  dishonourable  proposals.  Re* 
peat  them  no  more,"  she  cried  rising  to 
have  retired,  but  alas!  whither?  She 
stood  however,  and  with  a  dignified  air, 
looking  full  at  him,  added :  *'  but  learn  at 
least  to  respect  that  virtue  you  dare  not 
imitate;  which  sometime,  not  all  your 
sophistry  will  persuade  ybu  to  believe 
is  but  a  name ;  for  you  will  feel  it  an- 
awful  reality." . 
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For  a  few  moments  this  unprincipled 
man  lost  his  his  effrontery,  awed  bj  the 
jouthful  cheriub  ;  hot  the  emotion  wa9 
transient^  for  he  had  too  long  been  the 
votary  of  vice,^to  feel  long  the  energy  of 
virtue.  lIowever,in  a  softened  tone,  he  in- 
foimcd  her,  that  though  the  proposal  be 
had  made^might  offend  her  pride;  the  ob- 
stacle, which  had  prevented  him  offering 
her  his  hand  at  first,  was  now  removedj 
as  he  glanced  at  his  dress.  W  hen  atten* 
tive  love  had  once  gained  her  affections, 
his  name,  and  every  honour  attending  if, 
should  be  hers ;  till  then  they  Would  go 
abroad,  and  the  sooner  she  returned  hit 
wife,  the  more  she  would  oblige  him. 
he  paused  ;  but  she  spoke  not.  Exaspe- 
rated, he  demanded,  ^^  Answer  me,  Ellen ; 
will  you  accept  the  terms  of  delay  ?" 

''  I  accept  no  proposals  that  you  can 
offer  ;  think  not  of  them  ;  hear  them  not,*' 
she  replied,  highly  indignant  and  thrown 
off  her  guard  by  the  insult. 

He  drew  her  forcibly,  straining  her  in 


his  arms:    ''You  then,  dare  to  scorn 
me  i" 

Struggling  to  disengage  herself,  she 
told  him  with  spirited  firmness^  she  won- 
dered not  that  he  siiould  thiuk  a  mask 
7i ecessartf,  to  hide  the  man  capable  of 
avowing  such  sentiments. 

He  quitted  her  a  moment :  ''  Remem- 
ber, Ellen,  you  have  determined  your 
own  fate.  I  offered  you  time;  you 
haughtily  reject  my  propcisals  ;  /  do  not 
then  depart  from  the  ierms^  whicli  were 
conditional,  jieither  infringe  my  honor 
by — *'  '*  Honour,"  she  interrupted  him, 
''  name  it  not  honour^whwh  comprehends 
so  mant/  virtues." 

^'  I  Avill  not  name,  what  the  world  calls 
so  ;  if  you  do  not  wish  it ;  pleasure  shall 
be  its    substitute." 

*'  Base  man,  forebear,  shock  my  ears 

_  Ik 

no  further  !"  '*  Nay,  Ellen,  you  have 
yourself  to  blame.  But  I  will  ofier  you 
once  more  my  first  4)roposal  for  I  would 
engage  your  willing  love."    He  threw 
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himself  at  her  feet ;  ''  will  you  agree  to 
this/ most  beloved  of  women  ?"  '*  Never/' 
she  replied,  ''wor  shall  I  be  your  sacri- 
fice.    I  fear  you  not.     And  with  a  des- 
perate effort,  she  seized  a  knife,  and  re- 
solutely btunding  with  it  in  her    hatid^ 
awed  this  bold  man,  for  a  moment,   by 
her  intrepidity  and  the  majesty  of  virtue. 
Prote»ted  she  was  alarmed  without 
caur:t ;  bu  thesupposed  she  wished  to  play 
the  heroine  to  let  htm  see  how  beautiful 
she  looked  in  the  attidude  of  defence; 
which  he,  indeed,   thought  became  her 
equally  >^ell  with  that  of  supplication: 
be  found  her  charms  irresistible  in  both, 
and  declaring  she  wronged  him,  would 
have  adxanced,  when   Ellen  exclaimed  • 
'*  Not  one  step  further,  /  am  determined ; 
and  though  the  blood  of  a  fellow  crea- 
ture,  even  her  worst  enemy,"  she   said 
'*  was  precious  ;  yet,  in  self-defence,  she 
would   abandon   her  own  life,  or — or," 
shuddering  she  added, might  take  a  fellow 
creatures "  ''Admirable  girl!*'  he 


cried>  '^  viewing  her  with  amazgrnentv 
haviirg  no  idea  of  such  resistance  ;  but 
her  spirits  had  been  too  highly  wroiight> 
to  be  long  sustained^  thus — and  thrown 
off  her  guard  by  another  loud  cry/  from 
the  shore.  The  Yiliain  callous  to  hu- 
manity^ and  every  better  feelings  as  ^^he 
involuntary  turned  towards  the  sounds 
sprung  for \^arxls  and  wrested  the  knife 
from  her>  telling  her  she  had  convinced 
him^  he  ought  not  to  trifle  with  a  spirit 
so  determined^  which  yet^  he  despaired 
fzof  of  subduing,  was,  in  spite  of  every 
resistance,  and  supplication,  forcing  her 
to  her  apartment  which  he  vowed, 
should  be  At^also. 

Sinking  on  her  knees  before  him,  ^'  Oh 
spare  me,"  she  cried,  "  I  am  wild  with 
horror;  1  am  friendless  and  unprotect- 
ed ;  as  you  hope  for  mercy  before  the 
footstool  of  God,"  continued  she  with 
as  impressive  solemnity  in  her  voice, 
**  extend  it  now  to  the  desolated  being 
before  you. 
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TheTilIain^  anmovedbyber  pathetic 
appeal^  ^which  might  have  softened  the 
ferocity  of  atyger^  had  again  seized  her^ 
when  the  horn  sounded  shrilly  in  their 
ears  ;  and  Eilen^  in  hope  of  assistance^ 
uttered  a  piercing  cry.  The  blast  was  in- 
stantly repeated.  Her  fatiguing  herself 
thus^  he  observed^  was  useless^  as  no  one 
but  Ralph  would  be  admitted. 

She  sca/cely  heard  him^  almost  faint- 
ing From  exertion^  and  the  endurance  of 
his  strong  grasp  ;  and  all  was  still  again. 

At  this  moment  she  thought  she  heard 
a  step  approach,  and  once  more>  called 
loudly  f»>r  help, repeating,  "Forbear, oh! 
forbear,  F  am  the  wife  of — when  the  door 
was  suddenly  wrenched  open,  and  a  gen- 
tleman enterifi^,  his  sword  drawn,  rushed 
forwards,  exclaiming,  *'  Villain,  desist !" 

The  person  to  whom  this  was  address- 
ed,  hazily  turned  round,  dropping,  bis 
ma>k,  as  at  (he  same  moment,  the  sword 
fell  from  the  nerveless  arm  of  Arthur 
Mouutstuart^    no    beholding  his 
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Father.  He  drew  back  enhorrered, 
uttering  a  painful  exclamation  of  a^^ton- 
isbment;  an  awful  silence  ^nsued^  which 
was  interrupted  by  Mr.  Mountstuart, 
strikuig  his  forehead  violently  with  his 
clenched  fist  and  wildly  exclaiming^  a// 
but  this  I  might  have  endured ;  then 
drawing  from  his  pocket  a  smalt  phiaL 
he  drank  its  contents^  and  instantly  sink- 
ing at  Ellen's  feet,  entreated  her  forgiv- 
ness  for  all  the  misery  he  had  caused  her  ;' 
and  which  hadjits  origen  in  a  love  the'most 
unboimded  ever  felt  by  mortal,  ''Come 
Arthur  interceed  with  this  angel  to  extend 
her  pardoin  to  a,  dying  man.'*  ''A  dying 
roan  !"  anxiously  repeated  his  son,  and 
hastened  towards  the  table  on  which 
stood  the  phial ;  his  worst  fears  were 
confirmed ;  he  saw  with  unutterable 
anguish  the  name  of  a  most  potent 
poison  on  the  label  of  the  bottle. 

"  Ralph  now  entered. the  apartment,* 
and  wa^   instantly   dispatched    for    the 

nearest  Surgeon.     Arthur  approached 


■  ■■*'■: 
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his  father^  yfho,  pale  and  trembling,  bad 
sunk  on  a  chair.  A  gleam  of  pleasure 
illumed  his  countenance,  as  be  looked  on 
Ellen,  who,  forgetting  all  her  wrongs, 
was  with  the  greatest  humanity  affording 
every  assistance  like  Charity  to  her  ear- 
liest foe. 

A  kind  of  delirium  now  seized  him  : 
and  he  loudly  called  on  Cecilia  not  to 
destroy  Ellen,  declaring  he  would  devote 
his  life  to  her  alone,'— *^  but  she  bates  me, 
ungrateful  girl,  and  would  prefer  the 
icy  embrace  of  death  to  mine  ;  but  who 
shall  present  my  marrjring  Ellen, 
Arthur — — no— r-no  his  is  merely  a  boyish 
attachment  ;  he  doats  not  on  thy  image 
with  a  love  like  mine  ;  he  would  not 
abandon  a  world  for  thy  sake.  Ellen, 
but  /  would/'  he  uttered,  with  a  deep 
sigh,  and  sunk  into  an  a|)parcnt 
sluii  ber,  in  which  be  continued  some 
time. 

Ellen,  overpowered  by  the  keenness 
of  her  seosations,  was  oblig^  to  retire ; 
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and  Arthur  remained  alone  ^ith  bis 
father. 

"  At  length  the  dying  man  opened  his 
eyes  ;  and  looking  wildly  around  ex- 
claimed :  Distraction^  ^'orments,  she  is 
surrounded  by.  lovers  !  and  thou  too, 
my  son, — away  !  away  !  get  thee  to 
thy  mother,  boy,  I  loved  her  not  ;  I 
bated  her.  Perdition  !  blast  and  furies 
seized  her  !'she  prevented  my  happiiiess 
with  Ellen  ;  and  by  her  Cecilia  was 
detroved....  well....  well...." 

The  poison  having  circulated  through 
his  whole  frame,  his  son  could  with  dif- 
ficulty hold  him.  At  thi^  moment  the 
Surgeon  arrived,  and,  after  examining 
the  patient  who  was  now  irresistible,  de- 
clared no  remedy  would  avail,  as  the 
quantity  and  strength  of  tbe  poison  taken 
rendered  all  medical  assiiitance  vain. 

He  was  now  removed  to  his  own 
apartment,  and  placed  in  bed,  where  he 
passed  a  dreadful  night. 

Towards  oiorniog  be  recoveredj  for 
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a  short  time,  his  senses,  and  desired  to 
be  left  alone  with  his  son.   •  The  Surgeon 
and  Aalph  immediately  retired,  and  af- 
ter ash(!rt  conversation  he  conjured  him, 
for  the  honour. of  their  ancient  )i<*use,  to 
guard   his   father's    fame.      '^  You   arc 
kind    and    noble,    Arthur, .  and   will,    I 
know,  do  it  from  a  higher  motive.    Even 
at   this   dread   moment,    I  am  proud  of 
the  virtues  of  my  son."    Arthur  was  top. 
much  affected  to  interrupt  him,  and    he 
feebly  continued  :   *'  Ellen,   the    lo\ely, 
injured  Ellen,   is  innocent  virtuous,  and 
pure  as   the   alphinesnow;    but  of  her 
you  mu8t  think  only  as  a  sister  ;  tell  her 
my   la-jt  breath   cmplored    her  forgive- 
ne»ji. 

His  voice  now  faultered  ;  and  pressing 
his  sons  hand,  he  mentally  seemed  to 
bless  hiru.  The  Surgeon  now  enterini2:, 
Mountstuart  in  deep  afiliction,  retired  ; 
but  was  presently  calhd  in  again  to  wit- 
ness the  last  co(ivulsi\e  **trngo:le  of  ex* 
piiii'g  nature^  and  receive  hid  falbers  last 


15 

sigh^  who  expired  in  his  arms The 

next  morning  Mr.  Mountstuart  sent 
Ralph  to  request  the  honour  of  Mis» 
Dubois^'s  company  at  breakfast^  with 
which  she  immediately  complied^  being 
most  anxious  to  learn  by  what  happy 
chance  he  had  discovered  her  to  be  ia 
the  Hebrides.' 

Ellen  entered  the  large  breakfast  par- 
lour^  pale  and  trembling.  Mouni?>tuart^ 
much  aflfected  advanced  and  led  her  to  a 
seat.  After  the  compliiiieiits  of  the  morn* 
ing  were  passed,  a  li>ng  silence  ensued^ 
which  was  interrupted  by  Ellen  enquir- 
ing after  her  friends  at  Broomhill^   and 

she  had  the  happiness  to  learn  that  JVliss 

* 

Osborne  had  returned  to  Broomhill,  and 
that  Osborne,  the  generous  worthy  Os- 
borne, was  momeutally  expected  from 
France,  **  You  will  wondei'.  Miss  Du- 
bois," said  JM  »unt«»tuart,  '*  how  1  gamed 
a  knowledge  of  }our  residence  in  the 
Hebiide^:   it  was  uioeed    bv  the  merest 

accideut,"  Eileu  buwed  aud  he  jif oc««d- 
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ed.  "  I  had  enquired  for  you  in  Batb/ 
and  was  told  you  ^  had  left  Mr.  Drum- 
ikMHid's  protection,  and  gone  to  Bristol 
One  morning/'  continued  \\^,  '*  as  I  was 
sitting  with  an  acquaintance  of  mj 
father's,  looking  o\er  the  papers  in  the 
coffee  room  at  the  Tavern,  some  boat- 
men  came  to  the  house  to  be  paid  a  sum 
of  money,  left  in  the  hands  of  the  i%aiter ; 
but  he  knew  not  by  whom.  He  was 
called  away  for  a  few  minutes*  and  thej 
begun  to  converse  upon  the  subject  of 
their  reward.  Having  heard  the  name 
of  Dubois,  which  they  repeated,  I 
doubted  not  its  being  you,  having  first 
written  my  address,  I  walked  to  the 
door,  and,  calling  to  one  of  them,  gave 
it  hiin,  telling  him  hastilj^  to  come  to  me, 
and  I  would  reward  him.  The  man 
came,  and  told  me  I  believe  all  he  knew. 
They  swore  to  me  no  harm  was  meant; 
and  continued,  ^  we  are  to  see  the  gentle- 
man himself  at  the  tavern,  when  we  are 
paid  the  rest  of  the  money ;  but  my  bear 
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haslof  late,  felt  dev — ish  queerisb  about 
it,  and  I  wish  from  my  soul  I  had,  had, no 
hand  in  it,  she  was  such  an  innocent  hu)k* 
ing,  beautiful  creature,  as  a  body  may 
say,  I  would  help  to  hang  the  wretch, 
that  did  her  any  harpn/  Arthur,  Mghing 
said,  I  encouraged  bis  repentance,  m  I 
really  believed  the  fellow  wad «toc^re,  and 
dismissed  him  ;  I  immediately  set  about 
the  per^uit/'  said  he,  rising  abruptly,a^d 
snatching  up  his  hat,  he  bowed  and  left 
the  room,  whilst  Eilei/s  grateful  feeling 
heart  was  ill  at  ease  for  him. 

She  now  employed  herself  by  writing 
to  Mhs  Osborne,  informing  her  partially 
what  had  occurred,  but  reserved  a  full 
explanfation  until   they  met. 

A  messenger  was  immediately  dis* 
patched  with  her  letter;  and  she  now 
anxiou>ly  anticipated  the  happiness  of  aa 
answer. 

In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Mouni^tuart^ 
having  attended-the  remains  of  his  father 
to  the  family  vault  in  Pertshire,  return*  - 
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ed  to  the  caatle  ;  and  never  did  .he  look 
so  enteresting  tu  the  heart  of  sensibility, 
as  ill  the  deep  morning  he  then  wore;  At 
lea^t  so  thought  Ellen,  as  he  gracefullj 
presented  her  the  anxiously  ex  peeled 
letters  from  Broom  hiii^  which  she  re- 
tired to  peruse. 

Henrietta,  all  joy  and  affectioD^  en- 
treated her  not  to  lose  a  moment  in  run- 
ning to  Bt'oom-hill ;  that  she  would  per- 
sonal!}' have  deli\ered  this  request^  but 
her  brother  vras  hourly  expected  from 
France.  Jerry's  letter  was  in  the  same 
style  of  affection.  *^  Dear  moments  of 
friendsliip  !"  cried  the  highly  gratified 
Ellen,  pi essing  the  inanimate  papers  to 
her  lips,  "could  I  receive  intelligence  of 
my  beloved  Miss  Fitzherbert,  I  thnjk  I 
should  be  happy." 

The  next  morning,  on  entering  tho 
bre^ik fast  parlour,  she  found  it  empty; 
and  taking  a  volume  of  Tonipson's  Sea* 
son<«,  she  read  sometime,  and  had  just 
laid  the  book  aside^  when  Mguntstuart 


19 

entered;  the  book  still  lay  open ;  and  ask- 
ing her  permission^  he  took  it  up^  when 
observing  Eljen's  countenance  disturbed, 
closing  the  book,  he  repeated,  but 

Ever,  eter  ready  thou, 

To^  biod  the  loveleM,  Joy  ten  row. 

He  became  silent ;  looking  earnestly 
on  herTare;  a^  her  eyes  were  fixed  on 
the  work  she  held  ;  ob'^erving  him,  she 
started  a<)  he  asked  her,  in  an  ab^^ent 
manner :  "  Is  it  ever  thus,  Ellen  ?  D*)e8 
fi>riune  determine  si<;hs,  and  seperation^ 
to  a  faithful  attachment;  and  readily 
unite,  the  unblessed  pair  ?" 

''  Alas !  I  know  not,"  replied  Ellen, 
thoughtfully  '^  but  %o  says  the  Poet;" 
attempting  to  ismite. 

Oh  !  forgive  me>  is  this,  in  truth,  all 
you  know  of  it  ?  Answer  me.  Eilen,with 
sincerity,  [  entreat  vou.  You  know  not,^ 
of  what  infinite  importance  it  is  to  my 
happiness!" 
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The  conversation  was  too  particular  ; 
and  Ellen,  wishing  to  change  it,  said  it 
was  her  intenti«m  to  leave  the  island  on 
the  following  morning,  if  agreeable  td 
him,  f(^r  Broomhill,  which  she  must  now 
Ctunidrr  a««  her  future  home. 

^'  Oh,  Ellen,  beloved  of  my  soul,  talk 
of  noi-ther  home  but  mine.'*  exclaimed 
IVI  unt^tnart,  tender  I  j  embracing  her, 
''  accept  thiH  hand,  and  with  it  the  entire 
dev%ition  of  a  heart  that  beats  alone  for 
jMu  ;  1  most  earnestly  entreat  pardon  for 
this  caily  avowal,  to  which  imperions 
circumstances  have  forced  me;"  and  be 
sup.k  on  his  knees  before  her. 

'^  R'\>e,  geneious  noble  minded  man," 
said  Ellen,  •'  1  entreat  you,  rise,"  whilst 
her  heart  was  penetrated  with  gentlest 
gratitude.  '•'  Alas  !  accept  my  earnest 
wishes,  that  von  may  meet  with  a  hap- 
pier fate,"  strivinjr  to  conmiand  her  faul- 
tering  voice;  '^  for' much  as  I  feel  ho- 
nored by  yowv  preference,  I  dare  not 
even  think  of  its  acceptance ;  but  let  me 


s 

.21 

not  lo»e;}'our friendship ;  (and  the  modest 
tear,  unbidden^  strayed  down  hercheeji,) 
'^  no  duty,  can  militate  against  that  sen- 
timent.'' '^  What,  what  am  1  to  suppose, 
Ellen  ?  you  must  explain  this  further  ; 
torture  me  not  by  silence  ;  indeed  I  can^ 
not  bear  it. 

The  fatal  prohibition,  so  often  recol* 
lected,  '  you  must  think  of  her  hut  as  a 
sister/  had  then  a  real  meaning.  "  Oh  ! 
Ellen,  let  me   at  least  know  the  worst." 

''  Spare  me,  I  cannot  now — some  other 
time  perhaps,*'  as  she  rose  to  retire. 

Mountstuart  prevented  her  :  ''  You 
surely  would  not  leave  me,  Ellen  ;  could 
you  thus  calmly  leave  me  without  any 
explanation,  a  prey  to  agony  and  despair. 

Ellen  shared  his  grief ;  she  thc»ug*ht 
with  tremblmg  sensibility  on  the  dangers 
which  for  her  sake  he  had  been  exported 
on  (he  voyage  ;  he  had  rescued  her  from 
inevitable  misery  ;  it  was  the  most  dan- 
gerous moment  of  Ellen's  life.  At  length 
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summoning  all  her  resolution,  she  said^ 
in  an  impressive  manner^ 

•*  jVIr.  Mountstuart,  I  am  irrevocablg 
hound  to  anothei^ ;  but  press  me  not,  I 
entreat  jou,  to  explain  further,  and 
permit  me  to  hope  the  circumstance  will 
remain  a  secret ;  accept  my  thankful 
gratitude  for  the  services  you  have  ren- 
dered me ;  and  with  them  my  warmest 
wishes  for  your  joyful  happiness  with  an 
amiable  deserving  woman,  whose  hap- 
pier fate  no  barrier  may  prevent  from 
following  her  wishes." 

During  this  speech^  paBsinn,  respect, 
and  despair^  reigned  alternately  in  the 
breast  of  Mountstuart.  The  only  wo- 
man he  had  ever  loved  was  then  the  wife 
of  another  ;  he  advanced  to  iVIiss  Dubois^ 
and  respectfully  assured  her^  with  a  deep 
sigh,  of  his  inviolable  secrecy  respecting 
her  engagement.  He  took  her  hand,  and 
though  his  trembled,  as  bethought  he 
must  now  relinquish  it  for  ever;  breathing 
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his  last  farewell  as  a  lover  ^ith  wishes 
ardei)t  and  sincere,  for  her  happines^^  he 
pressed  her  to  his  bosom  as  a  friend  ;  nor 
did  she  ever  lose  her  place  there ;  or 
agaio  hear  from  his  lips  how  very  tender 
that  friendship  was. 

*'  Ellen^  afraid  to  trust  her  voice  to 
reply,  arose  to  leave  the  room.  Mount- 
Stuart  led  her  to  the  door  of  her  apart- 
roent ;  then  bowing  on  the  hand  he  held, 
they  separated  ;  and  did  not  a^ain  meet 
until  the  carriage  was  at  the  castle  gates,  . 
to  bear  them  from  the  island.  Noble 
generous  Mountstuart,  how  few  love 
with  a  delicacy  like  thine  ! 

Their  journey  was  very  slow^as  Ellen 
could  not  boar  hurrying  forwards;  and 
Arthur  wished  it  pri»crastinated^  even 
to  the  end  of  life.  At  lengthy  however 
they  approached  the  ne;ghbouih>>od  of 
Broomhiil.  And  when  they  alighted^  as 
the  horses  were  to  be  changed  for  the  last 
time,  the  sensations  of  Ellen  and  Mount- 
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Btiiart^  TTcre  visibly  depicted  in  the 
countenances  of  both. 

Ellen's  were  indeed  naost  com  plicated ; 
the  past^  the  present^  and  the  future^  ofi 
standing  in  array  before  her.  Clara«  her 
beloved  Clara^  was  a  prominent  figure 
in  her  imagination  ;  but  we  shall  yet 
meet,  I  trust — oh  God  1  how  could  I  en- 
dure the  idea  of  a  lasting  separation  from 
the  early  friend  of  my  helpless  infancy; 
and  few  days  had  passed  since  they  part- 
ed^ in  which  Miss  Fitzherbert's  loss  bad 
not  been  deeply  felt  by  Ellen's  grateful 
and  fondly  attached  heart.  Her  reverie 
was  now  interrupted  by  Mr.  Mount* 
stuart's  pointing  out  Rroorohill^  slowly 
emerging  from  amongst  the  trees  ;  and 
in  a  voice  scarcely  audible,  observed, 
''There,  Miss  Dubois,  ve  part! 

'*  Freqvienily  in  meet  again,  I  trust," 
said  Ellen,  extendnigher  hand  with  all 
the  confidence  of  friendship. 

The  carriage  now  entered  the  well 
known  avenue ;  the  rose  of  the  hill,  once 
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more^  appeared  todiffuse  delight  around 
her.  The  carriage  stopped  ;  the  door 
opened ;  and  Ellen  springing  out^  found 
herself  affectionately  pressed  in  the  arms 
of -Osborne,  which  opened  \to  receive 
and  protect  her,  whilst  Henrietta,  eager- 
ly taking  her  hand,  claimed  her  share  in 
the  regard  of  her  beloved  Ellen,  ^nd  pre- 
vented her  immediately  observing  a  gen- 
tleman of  striking  appearance  standing 
behind  Osborne,  watching  the  scene  ap- 
parently with  no  small  interest.  Her 
-eye  caught  the  glance  of  the  elcgaiit 
stranger,  t^  whom  she  instantly  advanc- 
ed extending  her  hand  as  she  said  : 

/^  Captain  BloomjSeld  I  presume  ?'* 
'^You  are,  indeed,  right,  my  charfning 
young  friend ;  "  and  bowing  gracefully, 
*'  I  feel  myself  highly  honoured  in  being 
so  long  remembered/'  Ellen's  cheeks 
glowed  in  recollecting  that  she  had  ap- 
proached him  with  all  the  familiarity  of 
their  early  acquaintance. 

Nor  was  her  confusion  lessened,  on 
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emotion  of  Arthur's  ezpreiaife  counte* 
nance — ^whilst  Bloooifield's  penetrating 
^ye,  filed  upon  tbem^  seemed  to  read 
the  ftpry  of  the  days*  that  bad  passed^ 
Osborne^  shafting  Arthur  cordially  by 
the  hand,  ( between  whom  and  Bloom- 
field,  a  cool  bow  bad  passed^ )  desired 
they  would  proceed  tothe  drawing-room, 
where  some  friends,  he  said,  waited  their 
arrival. 
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CHAPTER  IL 


Whjen  they  entered  the  drawing-room^ 
Captain  Osborne  introduced  the  Cheva- 
lier  De   R ,    and   his  niece^    Miss 

Granvalle^  a  most  beautiful  girl  of  eigh- 
teen. Ellen  thought  of  Miss  Fitzber- 
bert,  of  whom  no  intelligence  had  reach- 
ed Broom  hill,  ^nd  could  scarcely  re- 
strain the  tears  from  falling,  as  she  sat 
down  next  Osborne,  who  tx>ld  her  that 
that  used  to  be  her  place,  and  he  should 
not  allow  her  to  change  it,  till  Jessey 
arrives,  he  added  in  a  half  whisper^ 
^'  then  you  know  i  always  said  you  must 
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yield  your  claim."  "  Gladly/'  Ellen 
replied,  '^  That  is  in  revenge,'*  rried 
Osborne,  'Mhatyou  aflfect' this  indiffe- 
rence ;  \i'|nch  indeed  you  counterfeit  so 
well,  one  would  almost  believe  it  real. 

The  lovely  Adelaide  now  approached 
wilh  Henrietta,  and  in  her  interesting, 
imperfect  English,  hoped  to  make  her* 
.self  a  place  in  Mademoiselle  Ellen's  re- 
gard, which  Ellen  already  felt  she  Should 
not  be  able  to  withold  from  her. 
.Mountstuart  appeared  much  disturbed^ 
which^  Ellen  observed,  and  enquired  if 
lie  was  ill.  '^  Illat>ase,  Ellen — ill  at 
ease — how  can  I  be  otherwise  ?  but  heed 
me  not — think  not  of  me — your  kindness 
unmans,  .whilst your  coldness  distraots 
me.  I  am  a  wayward^  miserable  being — 
even  like  a  froward  child — I  mmt  leave 
you,  though  I  have  promised  the  cap- 
tain to  remain  till  evening ;  but  it  will 
be  the  same  then — I  must  go— go— and 
leave  you  with  Bluomiicld  !  besets  as  I 
see  with  a  thousand  snares !'' 
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Ellen  was  silent ;  she  felt  offended  by 
his  surmises  ;  and  wished  not  to  conceal 
it .  ''I  see  you  are  angry.  Miss  Dubois  ; 
but  (ell  me,  and  forgive  my  weakness. 
Is— I  scarcely  dare  ask — but  is  Bloom- 
field  as  great  a  favourite  as  ever  ? 

Yes,  she  replied,  looking  at  him  with 
dignity  ;  '^  I  knew  him  first  as  a  child  ; 
he  noticed  me  as  such  ;  t  have  since,  ever 
considered  him  as  Miss  Fitzherbert's 
friend  ;  and  as  such,  he  never  can  lose 
his  place  in  my  regard/' 

Arthur  was  rising,  but  seeing  Bloom- 
field  advance,  he  kept  his  place.  Bloam** 
field  stood  dome  time  talking  with  Ellen ; 
telling  her  how  much  she  was  changed  ; 
but  mam/  alterations  have  since  that  time 
occurred,  he  observed,  gravely — 

'*  Many,  indeed,"-r-she  replied,  with 
a  sigh  ;  when,  as  Bloomfield  joined 
Osborne,  Arthur  again  repeated,  he 
must  retire. 

'^  Not  till  evening ;  it  will  disoblige 
Osborne;  and  all  will-  regret  your  ab- 
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sence.  ''  I  will  not  go  then  till  evening. 
since  Ellen  taker  some  interest  in  my  re- 
maining/' 

''  I  doj  indeed^"  she  replied. 

They  then  joined  the  party ;  and  a 
walk  was  proposed^  as  the  day  was  un- 
commonly fine. 

Ellen  and  Miss  Oranvalle^  merely 
threw  on  their  veilsj;-«*and  Osborne^  draw- 
ing Ellen's  arm  thrjo'  his,  as  Arthur 
claimed  the  other,  told  her  it  was  really 
time  for  Jessey  to  come ;  or  he  was  afraid 
he  should  not  be  able  to  keep  her  at  a 
proper  distance :  she  was  grown  so  Tery 
liandsome.  He  need  liot,  she  belieyedj 
be  alarmed ;  she  would  answer  for  his 
safety. 

The  conversation  grew  anijnated ;  tho' 
it  was  evident,  the  lost  and  the  absent, 
were  frequently  remembered — but  each 
strove  for  cheerfulness,  till  it  became, 
if  not  stationary,  at  least  frequent. 

Arthur's  brow  was  smoothed,  as  Ellen, 
following  the  dictates  of  her  heart,  kindly 
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addressed  him  :-— And  could  nffeetion  at 
this  period^  have  been  sanctioned  by 
rectitude,  their  hearta,  yielding  to  the 
soft  prevailing  sensatiou,  had  been  from 
this  moment  mutually  interchanged,  nor 
believed  it  possible  to  have  experieitced 
an  equal  regard^ — but  this  was  forbidden, 
in  the  awful  mandates  of  fate,  where 
Ellen's  sacred  \i)\fjt  was  recorded  in  cha* 
racters,  irreversible;  though  in  the  pre- 
sent  scene,  she  felt  sometimes  so  happy; 
there  were  moments  she  forgot^^  she  was 
a  wife. 

But  you  have  oot  yet  inquired,'*  Os"' 
borne  observed,  ^^  how  it  is  you  happen 
to  see  us  here>  Btoom field,  and  myself^ 
after  our  imprisonment.  Think  ye  not,. 
that  we  have  adventures  to  relate  of 
beautiful  damsels,  who,  ri^kin'g  every 
thing,  set  at  liberty  two  captive  knights, 
to  wiiom  afterwards  they  offered  their 
bands  and  fortunes  ?  which  the  knights, 
it  must  be  confessed,  mo^t  nngallantly 
refused. 
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''  We  only  wait  your  time  to  recount  to 
>Vliich  we  shall  lend  a  most  attentive 
car/*  replied  Ellen. 

''  Ye«, — but  you  are  too  patient — you 
ought  to  have  been  all  eager  curiosity^ 
till  you  had  learnt ;  and  particularly  the 
catastrophe  of  the  disappointed  damsels^ 
Mfho,  in  releasing  us  from  one  thraldom^ 
meant  to  have  entrapped  us  in  another/' 

*'  Into  which  you  are  then  determined 
not  to  be  drawn^  Captain  Osbbfne/' 

"  P'saw — I  did  not  say  so  ;  put  no 
false  construction  upon  my  wordsj,  Misrs 
Ellen,  for  you  know  when  the  pit  is  co- 
vered with  flowers,  and  the  fetters  silken, 
we  often  suffer  ourselves  to  be  ingulphed 
by  the  one,  or  bound  by  the  other/'.... 
Would  I  could  even  fancy  love  had  any 
thing  to  do  in  forming  my  bonds,  thought 
Ellen  ;  but  alas  !  they  are  wholly  com- 
posed  of  the  thistle. 

''  Why  that  sigh,  Ellen  ?  Come,  j'ou 
shall  hear  of  your  knights.     Shall  I  be- 
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gin,  or  will  you,  gallant  .Colonel,  re- 
count ?*' 

''  Oh  !  pray  take  the  trouble  when 
you  are  about  '\t,  to  introduce  roe,  if 
you  think  it  at  all  necessary,  in  your  own 
life  and  adventures,*'  replied  Bloom- 
field. 

''  Well  then,  in  a  few  words,  you 
shall  hear  :  As  I  was  steering  most  mer- 
rily for  old  England — Ellen,  come  on 
one  side,  child,  for  all,  excepting  you 
and  Mr.  Mountstuart,  know  it  already/' 

"Go  on  you  tedious  creature,*'  cried 
Ellen.  ; 

''  Peace,  child,  be  good  and  you  shall 
hear,  that,  whilst  sailing  briskly  away 
before  the    wind,   the   wished- for  part 

almost  in  view,  a  d-^ 1  of  a  privateer 

came  up  with  us.  We  all  fought  stoutly* 
At  length  a  frigate  hove  in  sight,  before 
we  had  given  up,  (mind  that,)  when^ 
to  their  united  forx:e,  we  were  obliged 
to  submit— «to  submit,  to  see  the  British 
flag  struck  before  us«-*forgetting|  (k  het 


• .  •.  .-•*' 


S4 

reddened    ^ith    aDger^    abuting  them 
loudly^  that  he. had  Frenchmen  gnenUj 
and  that  some  of  their  party  were  then 
in  po^^er-::!  beg  pardon  (immediately) 
he  cried^  shaking  the  Chefvalier  by  the 
band^  but  upon  my  sou)^  I  never   can 
think  of  that  event  with  patience.    I  a»k 
the  ladies  pardon  also— I  am  ashamed  of 
swearings    'tis  a  low  vice.     After  this 
Eilen^  we  were  obliged  to  subnHt  to  be 
taken  in  tow,  and  carried  into  a  very  dif- 
ferent part  to  that  we  were  steering  for« 
The  prison  doors  wern  opened  to  receive 
MS,  through  which  we  were  never  per- 
mitted to  pass  but  into  the  Courts  twice 
every  day,  to  breathe  a  fresher  air.    No 
daniscl,  but  a  surly  jailor^  waited  upon 
us ;  an<l  there,    ahiioat  hopelebs^    I    was 
found  by  this  noble  gentleman,  (turning 
to  the  Chevalier,)    and  by  his   interest^ 
restored  to  love^  and  you.    I  wish  Jes^ey 
ivas  here,  said  EUinor,  as   he  galiaotly 
kissed  her  hand  ;  I  begin  to  think  itiime 
•he  should  come^  yuu  are  so  ver^  civil : 
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'^  Well,  to-morrow  I  expect  her,  with  aa 
old  aunt  to  matronise  you  all,  lest  you 
should  forget  yourselves,  and  lead  us  - 
asiray — but  when  1  said  love,  'twas 
Jessey  1  vow,  I  thought  of/'  "  I  declare 
Captain  Osborne,  one  would  imagine 
you  had  been  amongst  Hottentots  in- 
stead of  the  French.  You  must  have 
taken  a  lesson  from  the  surly  old  jailoi: 
surely,  to  make  such  a  speech— ^it  is 
well  he  had  not  a  daughter^  Indeed  it 
was-r-'twould  have  been  a  pity  the  race 
should  be  perpetuated — may  it  die  with 
him.  'Twas  impossible  even  io  bribe 
him  to  forward  a  letter,  the  savage  I 
would  have  forgiven  him  all  the  restr— 
but  that  was  dreadful/  *'  Well/'  said 
Ellen,  "  I  rejoice  however,  in  the  catas- 
trophe, though  no  female  assisted  in  the 
cnfrauchisement;  but  we  have  not  yet 
heard  all." 

Womanlike,  Ellen,  you  are,  I  find^ 
never  satisfied  with  the  extraordinary-— 
you  must  needs  hear  the  life  and  adven- 
tures oif  Colonel  Augusttfs  Bloomfield. 
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Our  redoubtable  hero,  you  remember 
Ellen^  we  were  iaformed  by  the  para- 
graph, in  the  letter  of  Major  Perth's, 
which  run  as  follows  :— Thus  jTrf/,  co- 
vered with  wounds  and  glory,  the  gal- 
lant, elegant,  Bloomfield. 

^' Hold/' cried  Bloomfieldt  ''no  more 
bombast — tell  a  plain  unvarnished  tale. 
''  I  beg  I  may  tell  my  tale  my  own  wa^." 

This  gallant  hero,  however,  we  are 
h^ppy  to  find,  fell  not,  to  rise  no  more— 
as  he  appears  just  as  able  to  kill  hi&  raanr 
as  ever/'  That  shall  be  tried  at  a  proper 
time,  thought  Mountstuari,  greatly  hurt 
that  Ellen's  attention  should  be  so  much 
calTed  ti)  Bloouifield.  "  He  was  howe- 
ver desperately  wounded/'  said  Osborne^ 
and  for  a  long  season  little  hope  was  en- 
tertained of  his  life — since  which,  he 
has  been  twice  in  durance  vile,  not  hav- 
ing had  enough  of  fighting—he  must 
needs  volunteer  with  another  regiment — 
and  peiformin^  wonders,  became  a  Ma- 
jor ;  since  which  he  has  been  sent  with 
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expresses  and  dispatches,  half  the  world 
over — sometimes  detained  in  one  place, 
sometimes  in  another  ;  and  as  is  (he  fate 
in  the  war^  with  the  unfortunate,  his 
letters  never  went  by  a  lucky  messenger  ; 
for  none  of  them  ever  reached  England  ; 
so  that  many  of  his' friends  were  ignorant 
the  world  yet  contained  such  a  hero/' 

'^  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  prov- 
ing myself  swc7i,  by  trying  my  prowess 
with  you,  Osborne,  if  you  go  on  thus," 
said  Bloomfield. 

Interrupt  me  wof,  noble  Colonel,  let 
me  proceed  to  the  conclusion  ;  and  then 
if  you  choose,  ex plain^ further  particu- 
lars, that  may  yd  remain  to  be  related^ 
to  me  unknown.  At  length,  having  been 
again  promoted,  with  leave  of  absence 
ho  reaches  Halifax,  on  his  way  to  Eng- 
land, he  preferred  this  round  to  waiting 
— but  see  how  we  poor  mortals  mistake 
matters ;  he  took  his  passage  on  board 
the  Andromache,  in  which  he  had  a  ^afe 
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and  pleasant  voyage^  till  almost  ia  bar- 
bour^  when  cootrary  winds  arose^  and 
ibey  got  driven  out  of  tbeir  latitude,  and 
were  cast  upon  tbe  coast  of  Fraiice-^of 
course  he  was  again  detained,  put  iuta 
the  same  prison  I  inbal)ited>  and  finally- 
liberated  by  our  joint  friend — vjIw,  by 
delivering  my  friend  from  bondage  a  se- 
cond time,,  delivered  me-^and  I  hope 
you  will  tbank  tfae  Chevalier  for  both/' 
'^  Most  certainly  I  do,  sbesaicj,  bowing 
gracefully,  as  she  extended  her  hand, 
which  the  Chevalieir  received  w-ith  infi- 
nite  politeness. 

Dinner  was  scarcely  over,  before 
Mountstuart's  servant,  whom  he  bad 
sent  forward  to  announce  his  arrival  at 
^  the  Park^  returned  with  a  letter  from 
bis  younger  sister^  requesting  his  imme^ 
diate  presence,  on  busiucsn  of  imp-  rt- 
ance.  His  eyes  sought  Ellen's,  as  he 
gave  the  note,  as  an  apology  to  O^b.irne, 
for  breaking  his  engagement ;  and  pay- 
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ing  his  compliments  to  Henrietta,  shook 
Osborne's  band,  who  hoped  the jf  should 
be  good  neighbours,  as  he  was  now  re^ 
turned  to  take  root  on  the  soil  on  which 
he  grew. 

Mountstuart  thanked  him  with  a 
sigh  ! — In  a  confused  nianner,  he  bid 
Eilen  adieu  ;  and  with  a  general  bow, 
left  the  room. 

Motintstuart's  attachment  to  Ellen 
was  very  visible.  Osjjorne  knew  not 
what  to  think,  and  time  rendered  the  at- 
tachment more  enigmatical..  With  Hen- 
rietta, it  had  been  surprise  otilt/,  as  not 
a  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  Ellen's  con- 
duct  entered  ttije  thoughts  of  this  gene- 
rous trustmg  friend — neither  did  it  into 
Osborne's,  further  than  from  the  style  of 
her  letters,  in  which  he  observed  studied 
concealment  a  certain  proof  all  was  not 
right;  but  when  with  a  brotherly  iove 
he  saw  that  wonderful  beauty  she  pos- 
sessed,  and  witnessed  Mountstuai  t's  at* 
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tachment  Ins  anxiety  for  her  'was  in- 
creased. .  Could*  then  the  heir  of  that 
proud  house,  receive  the  porttonlessj 
nameless  Ellen  for  a  wife  ?  His  judg- 
ment was  perplexed. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


Colonel  Bloomfield  had  arrived  two 
days  before  the  party,  from  the  island- 
he  too,  witnessed  with  wonder,  Ellen's 
improved  loveliness — eyed  her  with 
scrutinizing  glances  ;  marked  her  .  con- 
duct when  with  Mountstuart ;  and  tho' 
from  observation  he  was  convinced  of  her  • 
innocence,  he  was  by  no  means  so  re- 
specting her  prudence.  There  doubt 
long  lingered  !  .  . 

Ellen,    on   returning  for  the  nighty 
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yrent  to  pas9  m  hour  with  HeDrietta^  to 
whoin  &he  related  the  ttrang^  iDcidenti 
which  had  occurred  since  they  part^> 
except  Mcnmtstuart's  attaclunent^  Hen- 
rietta grieved^  wondered,  treqpibledj.  and 
rejoiced,  indifferent  parts  of  the  ateonnrt; 
and  Ellen  gratefully  raising  her  thoughts 
to  Heaven,  as  she  cla^^ped  this  kind  friend 
to  her  bosom,  fervently  acknowteded  the 
soothing  power  of  friendship. 

£ar>y  the  next  morning,  Eellen  received 
a  letter  from  Mountstuart,  informing  her 
of  the  disgraceful  elopement  of  bis  eldest 
sister,  with  ayouog  Ensign ;  that  he  waa 
leaving  Scotland  in  pursuit  of  them,  and 
entreated  as  a  last  request,  she  would  ac- 
cept the  inclosed  ring,  which  was  partlj 
composed  of  his  hair.  Refuse  not  this 
offering  of  a  friendship,  Ellen»  pure  and 
spotless  as  thy  lovely  self. — Oh  !  could 
I  be  assured  of  your  happiness,  I  think 
it  would  add  to  mine  ;  but  on  this  sub- 
ject I  have  distracting  doubts.  Perhaps 
this  is  the  last  time  I  shall  ever  address 
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you  ;  at  least  many  years  will  elapse  be«^ 
fore  I  again  press  my  native  land.  1  shall 
always  indulge  the  negative  cousdlatipn^ 
that  bad  no  prior  engagement  prevented, 
Ellen  would  have  been  the  idolized  wife 
of  .the  the  then  enraptured^  but  novi 
wretehed,  Mountstuart.  Ellen  could 
not^  had  she  wished  it^  return  the  ring^ 
which  however  she  thought  no  duty 
could  forbid,  her  accepting.  She  was 
sorry  it  was  so  valu  abie  a  gift^  as  the' 
rich  diamonds  vrith  which  it  was  enqir** 
cled  proclaimed;  and  sighing  deeply^ 
she  wiped  the  traces  of  wrrow  from  tier 
eyesj»  and  entered  the  breakfast  parlour  ; 
and  Captain  Osborne  presented  the 
blooming  Jessey^  who  had  ju»t  arrived. 
'^  Now  let  me  see  how  rivals  love  each 
other/'  cried  he^  witnessing  with  delight 
the  joy  each  countenance  expressed  at 
meeting. 

Henrietta  taking  her  place  at  the 
breakfast  table^  tioticed  the  absence  of 
Ck)lonel  Bloomfield :  her  brother  inf&rm^ 


.^tt  ■**  * 


'.jifi-'^ 


44 

ed  her  (hat  a  niettenger  had  arrived  at 
midnight  on  particular  businesa^  to  which 
the  CoUmel  had  imm^iatelj  attended; 
and  had  only  time  to  write  a  short  notc^ 
saying  I  Bbould*  soon  hear  from  faiin.-^ 
Henrietta  protes(ted  he  was  a  most  agreet 
able  creature,  and  she  lamented  his  de- 
parture.  The  Chevalier  observed  Blooni* 
field  was  a  happy  man^  to  excite  so  much 
concern.  Henrietta  replied^  ^'  I  assure 
you  Cbevalier«  f/our  value  is  sufficieotlj 
appreciated/'  Observing'' her  brother 
smile  significantly/  she  was  thrown  into 
flM>me  confusion^  feuing  she  had  said  too 
much  i  she  knew  in  her  heart  she  pro* 
ferred  this  accomplished  Frenchman  to 
all  the  Scottish  youths  who  had  sought 
her  hand  ;  and  it  was  ako  easy  to  disco- 
ver^ that  he  had  not  left  his  heart  with 
a  countrywoman. 

Ellen  felt  pensive — she  wished  to.  see 
Flora,  and  get  to  Margery's  cottage ; 
however,  before  she  had  settled  her 
plan.  Flora  arrived.  After  the  first  com- 

W    ■ 


45 


y 


pliments  of  meeting  were  over.  Captain 
Osborne  enquired  of  Miss  Mountstuart 
if  they  had  lately  heard  from  her  bro- 
ther ?  No,  not  froin  him,  he  is  much 
too  fashionable  to  write  io  his  frienis. 

Ellen  sighed,  and  was  all  attention  ;  as 
Flora  went  on— 6w/,  we  heard  r^ry  lately 
of  hira^  Poor  Ellen's  heart  throbbed  at 
the  intelligence,  and  he  was  well  1  hope  i 
*'  Oh  !  ye« — very  weU,  I  thank  you — so 
Captain  Thorpe  wrote  us-" 

"  An  old  admirer  of  yours,  I  presuiAe  ?" 

'^  Nonsense  !" 

*'  Nay,  I  atn  sore  I  hedrd  so"  ! 

'^  You  must  not  believe  one  quarter  of 
what  }ou  hear  now,  Osborne — it  used 
to  be  half;  but  the  talent  for  scandal  is 
almost  as  much  increased  as  the  national 
debt,  and  threatens  to  become  over- 
uhelming. 

*'  Does  George  expect  to  be  in  England 
soon  ?  he  has  been  absent  a  longtime^  I 
think." 

''  So  far  from  intending  it,"  said  Fit  irj. 
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''Thorpe  informs  tis^Mrhen  the  r^BMit 
is  reduced  to  a  skeleton,  whicb  indeed 
a  West  India  climate  has  pretty  well 
done  alreadj,  George  means  to'ezcbai^ 
into  the  regiment  that  will  be  sent  ovet 
to  supply  its  place.  Perhaps*  some 
planter's  widow  may  baye  smiled  upon 
him.  He  bid  fair  for  being  a  handsome 
fellow  ! "  *'  Very  like  you,  I  think  is  he 
not^  said  Onbome  ? 

"  Something  perhaps,  bat  not  quite  io 
handsome,  I  believe,''  she  repliedjt  Uogh* 
ing. 

*'  No  cert  ait  Ij/f  or  the  men  might  all 
rejoice  in  his  absence— but,  he  if  to  be 
married  then  ?*' 

''  I  did  not  say  so — nor  do  I  think  it 
likelj  that  any  woman  in  her  sober 
senses,  would  think  of  such  a  wild, 
thoughtless  being.  You  had  a  luckj 
escape,  EPen." 

0*4borne  then  turning  towards  Jessy, 
remarked  how  lucky  she  was,  in  having 
secured  such  a  sober  fellow  as  himself-— 
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there  were  fe\r  like  him^  and  he  hoped 
fie  should  be  prized  accordingly." 
''  liave  I  not  passed  my  probation  well^ 
Miss  Mountstuart  ?"  .     . 

How  do  we  know  that — when  you 
have  been  away,  so  much  of  it.  George 
might  say  the  same  ;  and  afterwards  in- 
troducea  little  colony  of  pretty  blacks  to 
their  new|mamma. — Well,  its  a  happiness 
he  left  no  wife  at  home/' 

Ellen  turned  pale  with  alarm,  and 
Osborne  observing,  a  good  wife  might 
have  made  a  differnnt  man  of  him. 
''  I  fear  not — you  have  aU  so  many  evil 
propensities,  there  is  no  trusting  one  of 
you."—  ; 

''  And  yet,  you  will  trust  and  believe 
too,  one  of  these  days." 

And  in  the  mean  time,  let  us  all  re* 
jnice,  git  Is,  at  our  numerous  escapes— 
and  you,  Ellen,  above  all,  have  reason — 
for  you  know,  I  used  to  jest  you  about 
George's  gallantry— only  think  what  a 
miserable  figure  you  would  have  cut  at 
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this  moment.  Her  feolings  were  indeed 
iiiiscrabie  enough,  for  poor  Eilen  hw 
with  difliciiltv  commanded  herself  to  sit^ 
during  the  conversation  with  Flora ;  and 
now,  could  scarcely  find  voice  sufficient 
to  bid  her  farewell — then  complaining  of 
the  heat  of  the  room,  she  retired— -and 
found  relief  from  a  friendly  shower  of 
tears. 

The  next  day  Ellen  paid  a  visit  to  the 
*Cotta;;e  of  old  Margery^  who  was 
rejoiced  once  more  to  see  her,  and  pre* 
sented  a  letter  which  had-been  given  to 
her  care  by  George  M ountstuart.  Ellen 
rewarded  the  faithful  creature;  and  after 
a  short  conversation,  hastened  bark  to 
Broom-hill,  and  gaining  her  apartment, 
read  tiie  letter.  It  informed  her  he  had 
saved  both  his  commiMsion  and  credit; 
by  what  nieaus,  immaterial  :....That 
strange  reports  had  been  circulated  to 
her  disadvantage ;  but  for  the  present 
he  should  suspend  his  judgment,  trust- 
ing she  would  recollect^  she  bore  the 
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DUpe  of  Mountstuartj  \vhich  in  an  hour 
of  folly  he  had  offered^  and  she  had  ac- 
cepted ;  and  concluded,  by  vrishing  her 
happiness.  Indication  flashed  from  the 
fine  eyes  of  Ellen,  as  she  finished  this 
curious  epistle.  This  unfeeling,  inde- 
licate treatment  is  less  bearable  than  to- 
tal silenc6.  And  yet,  she  mentally  pur* 
sued,  it  effectually  prevents  all  regret  I 
might  otherwise  feel  at  our  seperation. 
'^  Oh  God  !  how  have  I  been  deceived 
in  the  mind  of  the  man  whom  I  have 
sworn  to  honour  and  obey ;  coupled  not 
joined.  Mouqtstuart  can  never  |u>w  be 
the  husband  with  whom  I  can  pass  a 
happy  life.  How  differently  would 
Arthur  have  acted,**  sighed  Ellen  ;  and 
overcome  by  the  idea  that,  for  her  sake, 
he  was  now  an  exile  from  his  native 
land.  She  burst  into  tears ;  and  the  traces 
of  sorrow  were  ^ill  visible  when  Hen-* 
rietta  entered  to  request  her  to  join  the 
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party^  who  were  going  ta  an  auction  a^ 
Perth  that  xnorniug.  Perceiving  her 
tears^  she  exclaimed. 

''  Why  will  yoii  not  iuSer  a  friend  to 
share  your  grief,  my  Ellen  ?  you  know 
not  how  dear  you  are  to  my  hearty  or 
you  would  not'  withold  a  confidence 
rought  from  motives  of  real  affection/' 

Ellen  assured  her  that,  when  in  her 
power,  she  should  know  all,  but  at  pre- 
sent she  was  witheld  by  a  solemn  pro- 
mise ;  and  I  entreat  my  dearest  Henrietta 
not  to  notice  to  any  one  this  moment 
of  weakness,  Henrietta  assured  her 
she  would  not ;  and  again  asked  Ellen 
to  join  the  party.  She  pleaded  illness 
and  refused.  The  Chevalier  tapped  at 
the  door,  and  enquired  if  Miss  Os- 
borne was  ready. 

'^  Yes,"  she  blusfaingly  replied,  and 
giving  him  her  hand,  they  departed. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Ellen  observed  the  blush  which  man- 
tled on  the  cheek  of  her  friend^  and  with 
a  sorrowful  smile  exclaimed  :  '^  May  no 
inauspicious  circumstance  blight  the 
morning  of  their  loves.  Then  throwing 
on    her  veil  and  shawl   determined   to 

» 

take  a  solitary  ramble.  As  she  passed 
the  cottage  by  the  lake^  Rpberto  stood 
at  the  door,  with  whom  she  immediately 
entered  into  conversation,  resting  on  a 
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seat  covered  with  eglantine  and  roses. 
Roberto  congratulated  her  on  her  return 
to  Broom-hill ;  and  speaking  of  the 
death  of  the  Laird  of  Melcoinbe  Park, 
Roberto  vehemently  exclaimed : 

''There  died  the  greatest  villian  that 
ever  disgraced  society  !" 

Ellen  enquired,  was  he  ever  injured 
by  the  Laird  of  Mountstuart. 

''  Oh  madam/'  said  Roberto, ''  deefly  / 
I  was  on  the  eve  of  marriage  with  a 
beautiful  aud  innocent  girl,  when  this 
fell  destroyer,  by  diabolical  arts,  8oaght 
and  seduced  her  from  nie — unfortunate 
misguided  Cecilia  !  She  fled  these  faith- 
ful arms  to  disgrace  and  misery,  for  short 
lived  was  the  monster's  love  ;  he  aban- 
doned the  poor  victim  of  his  iniquity ; 
he  left  her  too  pennyless  indigence ;  and 
in  forlorn  despair,  she  was  obliged  to 
pursue  the  path  of  vice  for  a  wretched 
liiaintainence,  this,    madam,  is  twenty 
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years  siiice^  during  which  time  all  my 
endeavours  to  find  her  proved  ineffec- 
tual ;  when  a  short  time  since  I  received 
a  letter^  saying  she  wished  to  obtain  my 
forgiveness  before  she  died.  I  hastened 
to  Bath^  which  was  the  place  pointed 
out ;  and  found  her  wanting  the  com- 
mon necessaries  of  life^  the  vital  spark 
was  too  far  gone  ta  be  recalled.  I  had 
just  time  to  assure  her  of  my  entire  for- 
giveness; and  that  she  should  be  my 
future  care^  when^  with  a  faint  struggle^ 
she  expired. 

''  I  had  her  decently  entered^  and 
followed  to  thegrave^the  once  blooming 
Cecilia,  the  victim  of  seduction^  and  re- 
turned to  my  cottage,  never  I  trust,  again 
to  leave  it," 

Roberto  bowed  and  apologized  for 
speaking  so  long  on  this  subject.  Ellen, 
with  a  sweetness  of  manner  peculiar  to 
herself^  said  she  felt  much  interested  by 
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his  misfortune ;  and  continuing  to  con- 
verse with  Roberto^  she. learnt  with  sur- 
prise that  it  was  his  voice  that  had  pro* 
nounced  the  name  of  Cecilia  in  the  ruins 
at  Mirvan. 

Roberto  had  s^n  Moujistuart  enter 
the  castle  masked  with  his  confident; 
and  from  some  words  he  heard  deter- 
mined to  watch  them.  He  did;  and 
what  followed  the  reader  already 
knows. 

Ellen  did  not  conceive  it  requisite 
now  to  inform  Roberto  of  her  interview 
with  the  unfortunate  Cecilia ;  and  look- 
ing at  her  watcb^  found  she  had  scarcely 
time  to  return  to  Broom-hill  before  the 
hour  of  dinner;  therefore,  wishing  the 
worthy  Roberto  good  mornings  she 
hastened  forward  and  entered  the  draw- 
ing-room just  as  the  party  returned  from 
Perth.  The  object  of  their  visit  had 
been  for  the  Chevalier  to  complete  the 
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purchase  of  an  estate  contigious  to 
Broom- hill,  which  he  called  Osborne- 
park,  in  compliment  to  the  family  he 
was  shortly  to  be  allied  to.  Miss 
Osborne  had  promised  to  bestow  her 
fair  hand  on  the  Chevalier  the  same  day 
her  brother  commenced  *'  Benedict." 
She  was  as  good  as  her  word  ;  for  a 
few  days  after,  when  the  timid  Jessy 
swore  to  love  honour  and  obet/ ;  the 
blushing  Henrietta  became  the  wife  of 
the  Chevalier  de  R.  No  pomp  graced 
these  happy  nuptuals.  Agreeable  to 
the  wishes  of  Jessy,  the  ceremony  was 
private  as  possible.  Her  uncle  gave 
the  brides  to  their  enraptured  hus- 
bands;  and  Miss  Grauvalle  and  Ellen 
acted  as  brides  maids.  Immediately  after 
the  ceremony,  the  happy  party  left 
Broom  hill     for   0!*borne-park,    where 

m 

they  were  to  pass   a  month   previous  to 
making  the  tour  of  Euglaiid. 
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CHAPTER    V. 
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A  MONTH  had  now  elapse  sinc'fe  the  de- 
parture of  Colonel  Bloomfieldj  when  an 
express  arrived  to  Captain  Osborne^  who 
EUen^  laughingly  remarked^  was  longer 
than  usual  reading  his  dispatches. 

The  ladies  had  assembled  in  the 
drawing-room,  sometime  before  any  one 
approached.  At  length  a  slow  step 
ascended  (he  stairs  and  entered  the 
room.    Ell^n  was  drawingj  and  without 
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looking  off  her  papcr^  said^  gstity. 
''  Well  Captain^  what  news  of  Colonel 
BloomBeld  ?" 

As  no  answer  was  returned,  raising 
her  ejes  to  his  faee^  she  was  about  to 
express  her  astonishment^  when  she  saw 
the  volatile  Osborne  standing  the  pale 
image  of  mute  despair. 

Alarmed^  she  exclaimed  :  *'  For 
heaven's  sake  inform  me  has  any  mis- 
fortune occured  ? " 

Mrs.  Osborne>  who  had  been  engaged 
with,  a  book,  now  seeing  her  husband's 
wan  countenance^  flew  to  him  tenderly^ 
enquiring  the  cause  of  his  uneasiness^ 
the  question  was  repeated  by  his  sister  ; 
and  echoed  again  by  Ellen  ;  Osborne  still 
remained  silent,  lie  looked  at  them 
mournfully  »ighed  heavily  ;  but  ap- 
peared fearful  of  trusting  his  voice. 

At  lengthy  overcome  by  the  keeness 
of  his  sensations^  this  worthy  son  oC 
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Neptune,  M^ho  could  have  faced  the 
cannon's  mouth  unmoyed^  burst  into 
tears;  and  breaking  from  their  incir- 
cling  arms^  he  threw  a  letter  on  the 
table,  and  rushed  from  the  apartment. 

Ell^n.with  impatient  curiosity^snalched 
the  paper  from  the  table>  unfolded  it, 
vfhcn  the  following  lines  were  presented 
to  her  enfrenzed  gaze  : 

^'  My  worst  fc^ars  are  realized.  Oh 
Osborne  !  Oh  my  friend  !  she  7s  no 
more  !„... Clara,  the  idolised  object 
of 'my  foul's  affections,  tbemort  lovely 
*'  and  amiable  of  women,  fell  a  prey  to 
'^  (he  merciless  waves  !  all  perished  ; 
'^  not  one  remained  to  tell  the  horrid 
'*  tale  !  The  body  of  my  angel  was 
^^  wasted  on  sh'ire,  and  intered  by  the 
'^  charity  of  strangers.  Do  1  live  to 
"  write  it  ?  Oh  where  was  Bloomfield 
*'  then  ?  my  brain  is  on  tire.  1  have 
''  visited  the.  humble  grave ;    1  have 
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*'  pressed  with  toy  fevered  Hps  the  cold 
'^  sod  which  enshrines  her  heatitied 
''  form,  and  plucked  from  it  the  high 
'^  gra^s  which  waving  with  my  sighs 
''  distracted  me.  The  rose  and  the 
''  lilly  shall  be  planted  on  her  grave, 
'^  emblamatical  of  her  sweetness  and 
*'  purity;  offer  me  not  consolation^  my 

friend,  my  misery  will  admit  of  none  ; 

all  my  hopes  of  happiness  in  this 
*'  world  repose  in  the  tomb  of  my 
'^  heavenly  Clara :  but  grief  cannot 
'^  break  a  heart  so  hard  as  mine  ;  an- 
*'  nihilation  must  be  bliss  to  the  lace- 
'^  rated  agony  of  my  feelings.  I 
'^  scarcely  know  what  I  write.  Rut 
^'  you  will  appreciate  all  my  incoher- 
^*  ency  ;  you  will  feel  for  me  ;  and 
"  Oh  !  Osborne  !  pray  for  your 
**  wretched  friend^ 

^^  Bloomfiel0.' 
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£u)iorrored,  tbe  fatal  piiper  dnpped 
from  the  nerveless  band  of  the  wretched 
Ellen ;  a  piercing  shriek^  the  most  ex- 
pressive of  misery;  escaped  her^  as  she 
stood  the  cold  insensate  statue  of  for^ 
lorn  despair.  She  spoke  not-— tno?ed 
not — but  Mfildly  looked  with  a  vacant 
stare  around,  though  uncoBscioiis  of 
objects. 

Mrs.  Osborne  and  Madame  de  R., 
almost  as  much  alarmed,  found  relief  in 
tears.  Miss  Granvalle  wa»  the  only 
person  \»  ho  bad  the  command  of  rea* 
son  ;  and  ringing  the  bell  violently,  sent 
the  servant  vi'ho  appeared  for  medical 
assistance. 

The  Chevalier  now  entered,  Os*- 
borne>  a^^are  of  the  dreadful  scene 
vrhich  would  take  place  in  the  drawing- 
room,  and  which  he  had  not  resolution 
yet  to  witness,  had  informed  him  of  the 
fatal  catastrophe  ;  and  stni  him  to  their 
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assistance.  The  skillful  docter  M.  soon 
arrived^  but  every  restorative  for  soine 
time^  proved  ineffectual  to  remove  that 
suspension  of  faculty^  which  is  so  fright- 
ful an  eodication  of  real  grief.  Doctor 
M.  warmly  recommended  Captain  Os- 
borne, who  now  made  his  appearance 
to  speak  to  Miss  Dubois  on  the  magni- 
tude of  their  loss,  and  of  the  mild 
and  amiable  qualities  of  Miss  Fitzher- 
bert;  with  feelings  not  to  be  discribed 
he  complied.  It  had  (he  desired  effect ; 
a  friendly  shower  of  tearB,  in  a  great 
measure,  relieved  the  agonised  bosom 
of  the  unhappy  Ellen.  A  composing 
draught  was  administered  ;  and  she  v^as 
placed  in  bed,  to  which  she  was  con- 
fined for  some  weeks  by  a  violent  fever. 
At  length,  youth  and  a  naturally  strong 
constitution  eventually,  triumpted  over 
the  disease,  and  Ellen  was  once  more 
pronounced    convalescent  to  the  great 
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joy  of  her  sincere  and  most  affectionate 
friends. 

Immediately  the    streogtb   of.  Ellen 
i^'ould  admits  the   papers  and  the  will 
of  Miss   Fitzherbert^  left  by  her  with 
the  agent,  were  read.    She  bequeathed 
legacies  to    her  relative    Captain    Os- 
borne ;  to  the  beautiful  Jessy  ;  and  to 
Henrietta;   but  thej>ulk  of    her  for- 
tune was  left  to  the  last  remaining  tie 
which  bound  her  to  earth — her  interest- 
ing,    and    dearly    beloved    Ellen.  The 
agent  now  informed   Captain  Osborne 
that  the  bankers,  whose  failure  had  oc- 
catiooed  the  fatal  voyage  of  Miss  Fitz- 
herbert,  wasi  happily  accomodaled,   add 
that  they  had  duly  honored  all  demands 
on  ihvir.  hou^e. 

'^OU!  fatal  termination!**  exclaim- 
ed Et!en^  biiritting  into  tears,  *'  why  did 
I  not  on  my  knees  in  force  my  wish  to 
accompany  yoii  ?.I  should  then  ha?e 
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shared  your  fate ;  but  you  was  careless  of 
tfaat  life  which  blessed  so  many  by  its 
coiitiiiuauce ;  there  even  you,  my  ex- 
alted, my  angelic  friend,  were  nut 
faultless." 

Not  a  thought  of  the  independance 
bequeathed  her  by  this  amiable  friend 
entered  the  immagination  of  the  diseii- 
terested  affectionate  Ellen  ;  exce.pt  as  a 
subject  of  sad  regret;  sorrow  deep  and 
diffinite,  alone  pervaded  her  bosom. 

Change  of  scene  was  warmly  recora- 
mended  by  doctor  M.  and  highly  ap- 
proved by  Captain  Osborne,  (^who  had 
been  appointed  guardian  to  Ellen)  as 
likely  to  produce  the  most  salutary 
effects  on  the  spirits  of  his  protegee. 

Accordingly  preparations  were  im- 
mediately begHU  for  a  visit  to  Scar- 
borough, and  a  tour  to  the  lake*,  when 
the  family  party  were  agreeably  sur- 
prised by  the  arrival  of  Coluuei  Bloom- 
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Ellen,  who  glad  to  escape  Bloomfield'i 
penetrating  glances^  liad  left  ihe  room 
immediately  after  them  ;  heard  this— 
and  knew  not^  whether  to  rejoice  or  be 
sorry — at  the  renn^val  of  Susan,  the  only 
remaining  witness,  of  her  unfortunate 
marriage,  as  the  minister  who  had  united 
them>  was  appointed  private  chaplain 
to  a  family  of  rank  with  whom  he  went 
abroad,  probably-  to  remain  ther«  for 
life. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


T£N  days  had  now  elapsed  since  the 
visit  of  Mrs.  Thorpe ;  during  ^hich 
time  a  rumour  had  reached  Osborner 
park  of  the  death  of  Captain  Mount* 
stuart>  which  was  shortly  after  con- 
firmed. 

Elleo^  was  setting  alone^  musing  on  her 
fate;  from  the  ear/ie^^  period  she  co  did 
recollect  to  the  present  time^  when  she 
bad  numbered  two  and  twenty  summers^ 
when  the  door  of  the  drawing-room 
suddenly  opened,  and  Mrs.  Thorpe  made 
ber  appearance  in  deep  mourning. 
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Ellen  start ed^turned  pale^  and  for  a  mo- 
ment gasped  for  breath.  Mountatuartthen 
is  dead,  she  mentally  exclaimed  ;  I  have 
no  longer  a  husband  ;  and  she  again  sunk 
on  her  chair^  from  which  she  had  risen 
overpoviered  by  a  variety  of  sensations. 
T.hey  were  too  soon  joined  by  Hcn» 
rietta  and  the  Chevalier^  with  the  fami- 
ly from  Broom-hilU  t  o  have  much  con- 
\ersation  together  ;  and  ElleOj  thus  call- 
ed upon  to  excite  all  her  fortitude,  with 
difficulty  commanded  her  thoughts,  suf- 
ficiently to  endure  society.  But  it  wis 
necessary,  and  Flora^  merely  slightly 
mentioned^  Ellen's  sudden  qualm,  as  she 
called  it^  on  her  appearance. 

Flora^  passed  the  day  at  Osborne 
Park ;  and  mentioned^  amongst  other 
things  of  poor  George's,  having  found 
an  imperfect  letter  of  a  very  old  date, 
written  J  she  observed,  before  the  fatal 
affair  in  which  we  lost  him,  about,  six 
months ;  for  I  never  recollected  to  in- 


form  you  that  the  first  account  we  re- 
ceived of  Mountstuart's   rescuing  him 
from  immediate  deaths  was  dated  four 
months  prior  to  our  receiving  it.     Hav- 
ing been   wandering  aboiit^   and  wait- 
for  convojs^  and  no  soul  living,  knows 
what ;  and.  poor  George's     death  was 
occasioned  by  a  fever,    brought  on  by 
the  pain  he  endured   from    the   wound 
and  bruises  he  received,  which  inflamed 
and  in  such  a  climate,  left  no  chance  for 
getting  over  it..    That  it  is  now  so  long 
ago'  I  was  almost  in  doubt  whether   I 
should  wear  mourning  or  not — but  lam 
rambling    from    this  letter,  which  has 
given  us  some  uneasiness ;  for  it  appears 
to  have  been  written  to  some  one,  that  • 
one  would  almost  believe  was  his  wife 
— that  he  wanted  to  get  rid  of — for  he  - 
says — he  is  so  situated  that  he  never  can 
acknowledge  her;   and  wishes  her  to 
consider  herself  free  ;   for---that  tis  a 
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thousand  pities,  she  should  live  in  a 
state  of  continued^  "Mridbwhood/  with  a 
long  strings  io  the  same  strain,  said 
Flora-r— there  is  ^no  name  however,  she 
told  them^  but  you  know  she  may  come, 
and  put  in  her  claim,  if  it  is  so — 

Never,  thought  Ellen,  readj  Xo  faint, 
Osborne's  attention  unconsciously  pur* 
suing  her.  But  the  evening  was  now 
advanced,  and  no  one  else  had  the  same 
opportunity  of  regarding  her  ;  and  be 
rejoiced  at  this  last  flagrant  proof  of 
that  worthlessness  he  had  long  known 
formed  George's  character ;  which  must 
destroy  every  remaining  partiality  and 
regret  for  him  in  Ellen's  bosom>  he 
thought,  let  the  connection  have  been  of 
what  nature  spever  it  might,  whether  an 
engagement  or  the  marriage*tie. 

Flora  seemed  to  have  no  particular 
suspicion  whatever  ;  which  was  wonder- 
ful, as  the  circumstances  with  which  she 
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was  acquainted^  if  at  all  woven  together^ 
must  have  pointed  out  the  fact ;  but  ever 
volatile.  Flora  never  thought  a  second 
time  upon  any  subject  that  did  not  im- 
mediately glance  at  self.  There,  true  to 
the  genius  of  her  country^  she  thought 
— and  thought  again. 

After  Mrs.  Thorpe  took  leave^  Ellen's 
absent  thoughtfulness  increased.  Her 
attention  no  longer  kept  alive^  she  was 
DOW  left  to  meditate  on  what  she  had 
heard.  She  longed  for  the  hour  of  se- 
paration ;  when  in  iier  own  apartment 
she  should  feel  more  at  liberty.— She 
there  shed  some  bitter  tears.-— Not  even 
a  line^  at  last  she  thought,  to  me. 

.  To  be  sure  he  wrote  not^  to  any  one 
—-but  then^  long  before^  it  seems  he  had 
determined  to  forget  me — and  this,  is 
the  end  of  :^a  conuectionj  form^  for 
years  of  sorrow^  only  it  is  now  dif* 
solved ;  and  again  her  tears  flovved  at 
the  remembrance  of  former  years :  the 
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£»tal  follies  of  seventeen.  Once  she  de- 
termined to  avow  her  marriage  ;  and  to 
appear  a^bis  widow^  and  elucidate everj 
circumstauoe  t<»  her  fnend9 ;  but  some 
difficuky  might  have  attended  giving^ 
the  necessary  proofs^  she  thought^  vbich 
perhaps^  she  might  not  at  last  be  able 
to  do.  Besides^  what  Mrs.  Thorpe  had 
toid^  respecting  making  claims,  deterred 
ber ;  for,  though  she  would'  not  have 
made  any,  of  the  nature  Mrs.  Thorpe 
feared;  the  apprehension  might  expose 
l^r  to  much  calumny Imd  ill  nature; 
and  why  should  she  make  a  situation  so 
mortifymg,  public  ?  And  as  my  beloved 
friend^  my  Clara,  who  had  every  claim 
to  my  confidence^  is  now  no  more,  the 
feciet^  unless  as  a  necesssary  offering  to 
sincerity,  «hall  never  be  divulged  by  me ; 
with  me,  it  shall  die  :  As  it  has  with 
Mountstuart. 

She   passed  the  night  wakefully  io 
thinking  of  George,  and  forming  these 
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resolutions ;  but  io  the  morning  rose 
more  composed  ;  and  rejoiecd  OsbornCj 
1)y  the  serenity,  of  her  countenance^ 
though  tinged^  be.  saw^  with  sadness. 
For  Ellen  could  not  forgret^  that  how- 
ever unworthy^  it  was  her  husband  she 
had  lost;  the  man^  she  had  once  pre« 
ferred  ;  had  once  im  affection  for ;  nofj 
in  what  an  unprepared  state  he  had, 
she  feared  quitted  life. 


76 


CHAPTER  VII. 


A  CHARMING  day  rose^  upon  the  com- 
mencement  of  their  jourDej,  Elleo 
began  to  recover  her  cheerfulnesg  ;  she 
felt  that  she  was  tree  from  a  disastrous 
bondage ;  an  unequal  yoke. 

They  determined  upon  viewing  the 
Lakes^  as  they  went;  and  Ellen  arose 
the  first  of  the  party^  upon  their  arrival, 
to  enjoy  a  solitary  ramble.  The  morn- 
ing ^as  inviting ;  and  she  strayed  on  the 
margin  of  the  Lake,  led  on  by  the  vary- 
ing beauties  that  attracted  her  observa- 
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tion^  till  she  fouod  she  must  have  gone 
further  than  she  had  any  idea  of;  when 
passing  a  path  cut  through  a  little 
grassy  promontory,  she  observed  a  gen- 
tleman, resting  on  the  green-sod,  his 
back  towards  her,  intently  gazing  ob 
something  which,  with  deep  sighs,  he 
frequently  raised  to  his  lips.  He  noticed 
her  not ;  and  she  hoped  to  have  retired 
unobserved  ;  but  stumbled  as  she  was 
crossing  a  little  rising  path,  occasioned 
his  looking  hastily  round.  Ellen  -^e* 
held  Arthur  Mountstuart. 

''  Astonishing/'  she  exclaimed  with 
surprise,  no^unmixed  with  pleasur^,  as 
he  advanced.  /'What  an  unexpected 
—happy— meeting."  She  then  inform* 
ed  him  of  the  party  she  had  accompa* 
nied  ;  and  that  they  were  on  their  road 
to  Buxton,  and  little  expected  to  find 
bim  there.  Mountstuart  observed  h6r  at* 
teiitiveiy,  as  she  went  on  repeating,  what 
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&  surprise  it  will  be ;  and  what  pleasure 
it  will  afford  them. 

'^  Vou  can,  thfen,  venture  to  answer  for 
your  friends.  Miss 'Dubois  ?" 

"  Yes,  certainly,"  blushing,  which 
she  had  not  yet  forgotten,  at  sotuethidg 
particular  ia  his  Uiannlsr  6f  makitfgtbe 
tobservation. 

Mr.  Mountstuart  now  Inforfti^ 'Ellen, 
with  a  deep  sigh,  that  severe  itieUtal  af« 
flictions  had  so  impaired  hi§  hl^fiCtffa  that 
his  doctors  recotnmeMd^  hiili  ^aB  li  iMi 
resource,  io  r^forn  to  filiiglflM^' itad  trjr 
the  waters  of  BuxCWyid^ScbHborough. 
I  have  coknplyed  with  fhieir  iidVice/ckiii« 
tinued  Arthur,  but  happiness  is  not  with- 
in  my  grasp  ;  doctors  "  carniot  admint^ 
terto  a  mind  diseased: " 

Ellen  felt  more  than  she  dared  ac- 
knowledge even  to  herself;  arfd  had 
Mountstuart  urged  hts  soft  suit  at  this 
moineat,  he  would  hie^e  been  successful. 
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but  true  to  his  prouuseon  this  point  he 
^as  sileut. 

They  now  entered  the  Inn,  where  the 
partj  were  assembled  at  breakta^^t.  Cap^> 
tain  Osborne  cordially  shook  the  hand  of 
Mr.  Mountstuart^  and  declared  the 
pleasure  this  unexpected  meeting  afford- 
ed him ;  which  sentiment  was  politely 
repeated  by  all  present.  M ountstuart 
l>owed^  expfeesiDg  hk  ibanks  for  their 
kindness^  and  how  much  lie  felC  flattered 
by  it.  "  I  have  been  here  three  week«/' 
continued  he^  *'  and  intended  the  riext 
day  to  Bet  out  for  Buxton;  where  I  un«> 
derstand^  from  Miss  Dubois,  you  are 
going.'*  The  Captain  answered  iiu  the 
affiimative/  and  iiivfted  Mr.  Mount*' 
fttuart  to  jeiti  their  party,  wltich  he  8C«> 
cepted,  declaring  he  shouM  feel  -faim- 
si^tf  4)ighly  htmonred  to  he  c*onsidered  of 
their  party,  wlnle  he  Tema^ed  at  Bul^» 
too*  Odbornedeterminedlo  toaeno  tiBie^ 
took  ibe  ftrst  faorr  fipport^iQiiy*  aa  theic 
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journey,     of    informing     Mountstuart 
tbat  Mrs.  Thorpe  had  lost  her  brother, 
to  fvhich  he  merely  observed^  tbat  Flora 
did  not  appear  to  think  long  on  any 
thing;  therefore  her  concern  would  not  be 
great.  He,  however,  became  thoughtful 
and  silent.    And  Osborne^  fancying  tbat 
tr«velltng  together^  tends  more  to  banish 
reserve  and  open  the  heart  without  re- 
traint,  than  months  passed  upon  any  other 
p1an,drew  off  the  rfstof  the  part  j.and  left 
Mountstuart  and  JBllen  so  frequently  to* 
gether^  tbat  they  at  length  felt  destined 
companions  upon  ihe  road.      Mount* 
Stuart,  however  took  no  opportunity  of 
renewing  his  intended  addresses  ;  a  mys* 
tery  still   remained  ;  he  knew  his  own 
consequence  though  he  did  not  presu  m 
upon   it.     Ellen,  it  was  evident,  had,  in 
some  measure  become  associated  in  his 
plans  and   ideas,  and  contributed  more 
than  any  other  person  to  his  happiness  ; 
still,  he  could  give  her  up.   The  attach- 
meotj  which  he  was  now  convinced  had 
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subsisted  between  her  and  George 
Monntstuarty  must  be  explained ;  and 
be  might  find  it  an  objection^  not  to  be 
surmounted.  He  was  therefore  deter* 
mined  to  wait  some  solution^  of  this  di^ 
ficult)^;  and  weeks  passed  away  at 
Buxton,  without  one  word  escaping  him^ 
but  as  a  friend.  Osborne  guessed  his 
scruples,  and  resolved,  if  possible,  to 
remove  them.  He  invited  EUien  to  take 
a  ramble  amongst  the  barren  hills^  beg- 
ging Jessj  would  not  be  jealous  for  it 
was  not  an  inspiring  scei\e;  except  for 
the  l<>vers  leap.  If  Elien^  should  inr 
deed,  render  him  desperate,  Jessy  pro^ 
mised  to  bear  his  desertion  ;  >and,  with 
Henrietta  and  her  husband,  stroUed  ta 
the  library;  Colonel  Bloomfield  and 
Miss  Granvalle  having  already  gone  out 
on  horseback. 

On  their  way,  Osborne  reproached 
Ellen  with  want  of  confidence,  that  she 
hadt  sefused  it  to  his  earnest  wishes ;  he 
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eottld  not  «ay^  tie  had  direetfy  wAed  it ; 
but  he  had  done  the  flame  thing ;  bxA 
thatj  from  bo  coHimoif  mterest,  it  was 
yery  far  from  being  the  ^dietatea  et 
curiosity. 

'^Indeed,  dear  O^borne^  it  gare  me 
very  great  coneern  to  witho^ld  whait  yow 
kindness  led  you-  to  wish  to  kaow  ;  bcft 
I  was  bound  by  "a  ilolemo'proafke^  "and 
therefore  constrained  to 'sileitce/' 

*^  And  does  the  same  objeetiofij  still 
exist,  Ellen  ?  are  you  strtl  bound  ^* 

''No.  i  do  not  consider  myself w 
now/' 

**  Ought  you  then  any  longer  to  with- 
old  from  Osborne's  fraternal  love,  what 
may  pombly  affect  your  happiness 
through  life?  Concealment  I  am  led 
to 'believe^  has  hitherto  doncso  (a  little 
warmly).  Ellen^  I  cannot  press  an  ub* 
willing  compliance/'  ''Nor^shall'youmy 
kind  friend  ;  it  will  be  a  relief  to  me,  to 
confide  to  your  honowj  the  grmtf,  wdw* 
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cret  of  my  life'to'teTl  you  all :  Whidh  sTie 
then  did  ;  respecting  lier  marriage^  and 
other  circumstanceii  tliat  she  thought  it 
proper  to  oiention.  And  whilst  Osborne 
grieved  for  pitied,  and  resented^  What 
she  had  suffered.  He  was  greatly  struck 
with  the  resolution^  and  unshaken  forti- 
tude of  seventeen  in  %u  sacredly  keeping 
the  secret^  and  enduring^  such  a  weight  ' 
of  sorrow,  witliout  one  look,  one  word, 
of  sympathy  to  sustain  her,  even  rejoic- 
ing that  no  one  she  loved!  suffered  htf 
sharing  it  with  her. 

All  this.  Osborne  took  an  opportunity 
of  relating  in  all  tfae  warmth  of  ^fervent 
friendship,,  guarding  Ellens^  honour 
with  a  brothers  delicacv^  to  Mount* 
stuart ;  prefacing  tlie  arffs^ir,  as  a  sacred 
confidence,  as  he  dec)ar£d  the  joy  he* 
felt,  that  Ellen's  ill  starredf^bonds  were 
at  length  broken  :  The  mis&dbl^  thral* 
dom,  of  so  many  years :«— he  kliew  Ellen's 
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fame  and  interest^  dear  to  Mountstuart 
as  himself— 'perhrips  somewhat  deacer, 
and  therefore  thought  it  no  breach  of 
confidence^  to  the  disclosure  ;  which  he 
hoped  would  facilitate  their  commoa 
happiness* 

Mountstuart^  like  Osborne,  was 
struck  with  the  firmness  and  honour  dis- 
played  by  Eilen^  and  the  generosity  of 
her  conduct ;  in  uniformly ^  considering 
her  own  gratifications^  and  feelings^  as 
seconding  to  those  of  her  friends  ;   lAus 
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preferring,  /A^ir happiness  to  her  ovin  — 
08borDe>  who  excused  all^  every 
thing, — nay  who  even  thought  that 
Ellen's  conduct,  taken  on  the  whole 
scale,  was  meritorious,  felt  vexed  at 
Mountstuart's  cold  caution,*— as  he 
termed  i^  and  was  not  sorry  to  see  her 
pursued  by  a  Captain  Howard,  a  hand- 
some young  man  of  fashion  and  for- 
tune.    Mountatuart,  however,  $till  kept 
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in  the  back  ground.  Ellen  knows  me,  he 
thought,  and  must  have  some  idea  "(>£ 
my  wishes^  my  intentions;  and  if  she 
prefers  Howard,  it  is  best — they  shoufd 
go  together.-^I  will  not  stand  in  the 
way,  unless  I  observe  a  preference  ;  hut 
if  I  should  not,  he  sighed  !  then  1  ^hall 
perhaps  lose  her  ;  though  she  still,  might 
feel  one,— which  I  should  condemn  her^ 
as  wanting  delicacy^  was  she  to  lei  it 
appear-7-and  which  my  coldness  may 
destroy,  and  confirm  me  a  wretch  for 
life,  for  I  feel  I  could  n6t  again  bear 
her  loss.  A  ball  at  the  Rooms  soon  after 
this  determined  him. 

Ellen  went  in  compliance  with  th^ 
wibhesof  her  friends^  though  relucfauliy; 
and  was  the  unrivalled  belle,  in  a  crowd- 
ed assembly,  of  the  gay  and  charming  : 
So  young  a  person,  and  not  to  dance^ 
would  have  appeared  strange ;  and  as 
she  ever  wished  to  avoid  singular ityj, 
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lEllen  gave  Tier  liand  lo  (tie  deliglited 
Howard ;  and  went  down  a  few  dances^ 
with  a  grace  and  elegfince^  wliich  ex- 
cited universal  admiration.  IVf ountstuart 
was  also  present^  and  watched  Ellen  with 
a  jealous  fear^  that  almost  amounted  to 
agony  ;  but  could  discover  notliing  be* 
yond   politeness   in  her    behaviour    to 
Howard.      This  observation    delighted 
him^  land  he  determined  no  longer  to  en* 
flure  the  torture  of  suspense^  but  make  a 
formal  tender  of  his  hand  to  the  lovely 
fascinating   Ellen.      On   the    fallowing 
morning.     Colonel  Bloomfield  had  also 
visited  the  rooms^  and  spent  the  greatest 
part  of  the  evening  in  conversation  with 
the  beautiful  Mm  Granvalle^  who  had 
declined  dancing*        The  Colonel  was 
tharmed  with  the  interesting  sweetness 
and  eleganceof  her  manners  which  had 
never  before  attracted  his  observation; 
and:  frequently  as  he  paid  the  tribute  of 


adttiiraiidn  to  Ihe  delicacy  aft6  jWtne<s^ 
of  her  retna'rki)»  thought  were  it  possiblfe 
lie  could  ever  again  think  of  marriage  j: 
!lMiss  GranvaMe  was  the  only  ^ofnau  cah- 
Culatedto  make  him'happy. 

Miss  Gran'vairte  possessed  ffiuch  YiatUf- 
tal  vivacity ;  but  the  sorrows  of  het 
country  bad  in  9hme  measure  cybscured 
it.  Adelaide  ^as  not  in  fact,  like  the 
generality  of  French  women;  she  bad 
much  native  delicacy^  and  fenrinine  mo-^ 
dcsty  !  her^dressaudapp^rancewas  lesB^ 
studied — she  wore  no  rouge — indeed  her 
complexion,  naturally  clear  and  bloom* 
ing^  wanted  it  not ;  her  eyes  were  won- 
derfully impressive  ;  and  her  fine  dark, 
hair^  gave  a  happy  finish  to  her  beauti-- 
ful  forehead. 

On  returning  to  his  apartment^  Cdlo*^ 
nel  Bloomfield  carefully  examined  the* 
state  of  his  heart  respecting  Miss  Grau- 
ifalle ;  be  acknowledged  himself  fasciT 
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jtated  by  ber  society  ;  but  love  wm  out  of 
the  question; — that  passion  be  sbonid 
never  feel  again.  The  charms  of  Miss 
Fitzbeibert  be  bad  found  irresistible;  it 
liad  penetrated  his  inmost  soul  ;  a>.d  he 
was  no  longer  roaster  of  biiDiielf.  His 
sensations  foi  the  blooming  Adelaide  was 
calm  admiration;  be  was  however  con- 
scious be  possessed  her  lore  and  grati- 
tude, for  the  preference  determined  bis 
sentiments.  Clara  be  still  loved,  almost 
adored — ^but.  sbe  was  gone,  gone  foe 
ever. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


On  the  followinfr'day^  when  the  party 
let  out  to  visit  Matlock,  Mountstuart 
offered  Ellen  his  arm,  to  climb  a  steep, 
rocky  ascent,  which  overhung  the  river; 
and  no  doubt  imp^  lied  by  the  soft  mur- 
mnrring  of  the  Derwent,  declared  his 
regard,  his  wishes  ;  and  left  it  with  her- 
self to  determine  his  fate,  urging  at  the 
game  time,  how  long  and  ardently  he  had 
loved  her. 

Surprise,  at  the  moment,  and— yes-^ 
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Hwa^so,  pleasure — led  her  involunfarilj 
to  look  at  bim ;  but  immediately^  od 
meeting  bis  regards,  withdrawing  ber 
eyes  in  confi^sion  from  bis  thtn  animated 
countenance,  Rowing*  witH  leiKercise,  and 
tbe  keen  air  of  Derbyshire^  Ellen  over- 
powered by  a  variety  of  sensations,  was 
silent.  Mountstuart  took  ber  band,  wbicb 
he  tenderly  pressed  to  his  heart,  said, 
''  you  answer  me  not.  Miss  Dubais ;  I 
trust  I  have  not  offended  by  this  decla- 
ration. You  surely  do  not  consider  my 
present  conduct  an  infringement 'on  my 
former  promise  ?  I  really  cannot  sup* 
^ori  this  torment  of  suspense  any  longer  ; 
speak,  I  conjure  you,  my  beloved  Ellen, 
and  confirm  me  the  most  happy,  or  most 
miserable  of  mankind." 

Ellen,  superior  to  the  litllc  arts,  of 
giving  pain,  blushingiy,  acknowledged 
that  bis  happiness  wa^  very  dear  to  her 
heart,  and  that  far  from  offending,  his 
declaration  afforded  her  pleasure. 


The  enraptured  Modi^lstuart^  cbarhied 
hy  her  ingenuous  and  gmtifyiug  confcis- 
sion^  clapised  hi^r  to  hh  brcilist^  lihd  re- 
turned her  a  thousaud  thtiiiks  for  the 
joj^ful  happiness  ^he  had  conferred^  and 
that  a  life  devoted  to  the  anticipation  of 
her  sthallest  wish,  that  all  bb  could  do^ 
never  Sufficiently  rfepti j  such  amiarble  and 
coiKiescending  fratlkh^^s. 

Ellen  withdrew  in  Visible  cbnffil^ion^ 
from  the  encircling  tfritos  of  1ViQiiiUstuart> 
and  assured  htm  wJth  a  profound  sigb^ 
that  there  were  circumstances  Whicli 
when  explain^^  itai^ht  i<eiHler  hiin  ^lad 
io  fotfget  lier^but  Oaji^^in  'Osbornte 
•ioAl'—yuu  shall  know  all. 

Mountstuart  assured  ^h^r,  Ihat  th% 
wish  to  forget  her  was  impossible ;  tbaft 
her  beauteous  irtiage  wa^  iso  ^ttvined 
about  his  hearty  that  the  momieht  Iti^ 
ceased  to  rlen>ember  iier/thst -heafrt  teust 
cease  to  beat. 
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At  this  moment  they  were  joined  by 
the  party  ;  and  Ellen  took  an  early  op* 
portunity  of  acquainting  Henrietta  with 
Mount8tuart*8  pro)[)08aU ;  and  requested 
she  would  inform  Osborne^  as  she  wished 
for  bis  advice.  . 

"  That  will  be  given  in  Mountshiart's 
favour^  I  am  certain/*  observed  Hen* 
rietta ;  for  it  is  what  he  has  long  wished ; 
as  have  we  all,  dear  Ellen/* 

Ellen  returned  <he  friendly  pressure  of 
»'  the  hand  which  held  her'Sj  with  equal 
affection. 

Meeting  Osborne,  with  some  coofu* 
•ion,  Ellen  requested  that  he  would  ia* 
form  Mountstuart  of  what  she  had  im- 
parted to  him  respecting  her  unfortunate 
marriage. 

*'  Forgive  me,  Ellen,  but  he  already 
knows  it." 

''  Already  knows  it  !....Ah  !  Osborne, 
was  that  rii!:ht  ?'* 

"  To  the  best  of  my  judgment,  it  wa& 
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Etlen^  and  necessary,  as  an  act  of  friend- 
ship to  two  people  1  most  value :  I  trust 
I  stand  acquitted." 

Mountsiuari's  appearance  put  an  end 
to  the  conversation,  before  Ellen  could 
replv;  and  O  borne  leaving  the  room 
soon  after,  he  hoped  that  Ellen  would 
wish  for  no  longer  time,  but  deternime 
at  once  in  his  favour. 

''  You  know  all/'  she  said  faulter- 
ingly. 

'^  And  still,''  cried  Mountstuart,  in- 
terrupting  her,  ''  ^till  I  confess  that  you 
alone  must  decide  my  fate.  Before  I 
was  proud  of  the  attractive  beauty  of 
Ellen,  but  now  I  glory  tnor^  in  the  men* 
tal  strength  displayed  by  my  interesting 
charmer,  on  such  trying  occasions.  You 
have  acknowledged  my  happiness  is  not 
indifferent  to  you,  therefore  pardon  my 
presumption,  if  I  entreat  you  to  wave 
ail  further  etiquette,  and  suffer  me  to 
name  an  early  day  for  the  performance 


of  tbat  cej-fo^OBj  which  will  c^j^rm  me 
tiie  happiest  Qf  v^^tfk^ll^/* 

'*  And  can  you,  noble  gra^omi  Moiipt- 
ituari^  coiiMDt  to  wa\e  the  cmisideratioa 
of  birth?  can  jou^  with  exuUatipo^.re- 
cei%e  the  nameless  Eileo  for  a  wife,  th^ 
child  of  Mus  Fitzberberi?     wfAtbleu 
beoeToleuce,  miiose  adverse  fale  refuses  % 
knov»  ledge  of  the  brings  to  whom  she 
owes  hqr  existence  ?  and  who  perhaps  if 
discoTered,  after  the  performance  of  that 
cereinaoy  i»hich  *'  bif^s  far  Ufe,'*  and 
which  promises  now  ^  much  iia|ipi|iesi^ 
majk  trnge  jour  ingenuous  cheek  li^itb  the 
blush  of  shame ;  and  in  the  bitter  agooj 
of  wounded  pride,  jou  might  curse  the 
indelicacj  of  her  who  availed  herself  of 
jour  diiiinterested  afiection  ;  the  arrival 
of  that  moment  I  feel  I  never  could  sup- 
port ;''  and  overconpe  bj  the    idea,  sha 
again  sunk  on  the  Mipha  from  which  she 
bad  risen.    Mpui«t»t%*arl  much  alarmed 
at  her  pide  coMofeo^fic^  ^ppro^hed  the 
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Sopha^  apd  taking  her  h^i|,  be  s^id  in 
a  voice  most  tenderly  iippre&siv.e:  **  Why 
Ellen^  beloved  of  my  soul,  ^itf  you  (hu9 
repine  9.way  (h^  happiness  of  life>  and  in- 
dustriausly  torment  yourself^  and  ago*- 
nize  m?  by  anticipating  events   which 
can  never  tiike  palace.     From  your  supe- 
rior iAin4  I  did  not  expect  this/'  SiLenik 
was  silent^  and  be  continued  • — I  never 
d^d,  and  I  ao;!  equally  certain  1  never  can^ 
love  any  vvpman  but  ypurself  i  the  ho* 
nor  you  talk  of^  vi^ill  be  conf0Ted.ontbe 
f^^miiy  you  condi^scend  to  become  a  pact 
of^  as  your  virtues  muf^  equally  adorn  &> 
cottage  or  a  palace."     -^il^n    smiled. 
"  Is  that  'sw^t  smile  propitious/'  ear 
quireii  lyiountstuart  ?  '^  Will  ypu  not-—! 
now  confeiss.  my  a^^um^nta  incontro^verta^ 
ble  !" 

^'  Not  exactly  iDC9nti;oirei;t4b|e/  re- 
p,lied  Ellen ;  '^  my  vanity  i^  w4  sp  su-* 
Pierl^tive  ;  but  if  aft^  all  I  hikve  urgedt 
9^4  ofli  nature  4^(i)>9i^tAa(iiyi4^9li}l  pie? 


69 

fer  the  nameless  Ellen  to  all  the  advan- 
ta^s  v'hich  birth  might  bestow  :— This 
baiid».  with  the  entire  and  grateful  af- 
fections of  my  heart,  shall  be  yours,  on 
our  return  to  Scotland/'  '  Mountstuart 
received  the  fair  hand  extended  to  him 
with  rapture,  and  pressing  Ellen  to  bts 
heart,  hefor  the  first  time  imprinted  the 
kiss  of  affection  on  the  beauteous  lips  of 
his  blushing  affianced  bride,  thanking 
her  a  thousand  times  for  the  happiness  she 
had  conferred,and  warmly  urged  her  with 
all  the  eloquence  of  a  lover,  to  shorten 
th«i|ime  she  had  mentioned  on  this  point 
Ellen  was  inexorable,' and  Mountstuart 
was  obliged  unwillingly  to  submit. 
Captain  Howard  was  not  slow  in  seeing 
the  distinguished  preference  with  which 
the  attention  of  Mr.  Mountstuart  was 
received  by  Miss  Dubois,  and  therefore 
determined  to  forego  the  dangerous 
pleasure  of  her  society.  Accordingly 
after  their  return  from  Matlock  he  left 
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Buxton  taking  leave  of  Ellen  with  a 
regret  that  was  apparent  to  all  prese^it. 
All  the  party  soon  perceived  that  Mount- 
Stuart  had  not  been  an  unsuccessful 
suitor,  and  paid  their  compliments  ac- 
cordingly; and  Captain  Osborne  con*- 
gratulated  his  favourite  Eiiep  with  all 
the  honest  sincerity  of  his  nature,  and  as 
he  embraced  her  with  brotherly  affec- 
tion^ declared  {hat  now  his  rheumatic 
complaints  were  all  removed;  and  he 
would  not  remain  much  longer  amongst 
those  barren  hills.  For  that  his  ain  dear 
country  was  far  better^  and  there  you 
might  see  plenty  of  them.  He  thought^ 
respecting  Buxton^  Garrick  was  very 
right,  in  remarking— 

He  who  declares,  his  life  he  fills. 
With  joy  amongst  these  barren  hills, 
Madness  must1)je  his  case. 

Therefore,  agreeable  to  their  original 
intention,  a  few  days  after  this  event,  the 

VOL.   IV.  p 
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lanpv  party  proceeded  on  f  heir  journey 
to  Scarborough^  ^bich  they  found  very 
full  of  company  ;  .aud^  as  is  usual  at  this 
romantic  watering  place,  of  the  very 
best  dettcription.  They  partook  of  all 
the  amusements  the  place  '  afforded — 
'Ball  succeeded  Ball — they  enjoyed  va- 
rious  delightful  aquatic  excursions, plan-, 
ned  by  the  attentive  Osborne.  The 
great  Melpomeiit  was  playing  at  the  neat 
little  Theatre ;  and  all  was  mirth  and  hil- 
arity. Mounibtuart's  affection  seemed 
daily  t«)  increase  for  the  fascinating 
Ellen,  vvho  was  universally  distinguished 
by  ihe  appellation  of  the  '^  Beautiful 
Bruniette  ;"  and,  if  agreeable  to  the 
s^.^Vm  of  the  celebrated  Lavater.  the 
Itu'^ainents  of  the  countenance  are  true 
interpreters.  A  marriage  was  certainly 
in  train  between  the  acconiplis^hed  Miss 
GranvaMe  and  the  elegant  Colonel 
Bloomfield. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


The  appearance  of  a  veteran  tar  was  al- 
"wayn  interesting  to  the  heart  of  Captain 
Osborne.  Walking:  aionej  on  the  sa^ds^ 
a  sailor  who  stood  tbere^  surveying  the 
company  as  they  passed^  strongly  attract- 
ed his  attention.  His  face  was  wan 
and  meagre^  but  the  fire  of  his  eyes  was 
not  gone ;  and  the  expression  of  his 
cpuiftenance  indicated  candoiir  and  good- 
ness of  heart..  The  once  healthy  lively 
colour^  of  his  sunburnt  cheek  had  sunk 
into  a  deeper  brown;  and  a  wooden  ^eg 
shewed  that  he  had  seen  service.    His 
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dress  too  which  was  remarkably  neat 
and  clean,  all  called  forth  his  feelings. 

The  man  Icioked  earnestly  at  the  Cap- 
tain, not  conscious  he  had  shown  any  at- 
tention. He  ceftaiuly  knows  me  for  a 
sailor  ;  he  recognises  a  brother  tar  ;  bj 
what  free  mason's  sign  I  know  not^ 
thought  Osborne  ;  and  was  passing  on, 
when  be  observed  the  sailor  following 
him  with  his  eye,  looking  aielancholy 
and  disappointed. 

Osborne  in  a  little  time  returned,  and 
pa^ed  him  again.  The  man  did  not 
look  at  him,  but  was  whistling  a  dismal 

ditt V, apparently  lost  in  thought,Osborne, 
determined  to  address  him,  asked  him 
how  long  it  was  since  he  had  been  at 
sea  ?^  who  was  his  commander  ?  and  what 
action?  he  had  beeji  engaged  in. 

The  man  informed  him  ;  adding,  he 
was  a  stranger  in  Scarborough,  and  had 
a  companion  confined  there  sick,  an  old 
messmate,     who   he   was    sadly    afraid 
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would  kick  the  bucket^  for  he  had  had 
hard  knocks^  in  many  a  battle — but  the 
last  cannon.  ball>  that  took  away  his 
only  remaining  leg,  would'send  him  to 
'old  davy's  locker,  he  believed,  rubbing 
the  sleeve  of  his  coat  across  his  eyes^  as 
he  begun  to  whistle  again. 

''  You,  too,*'  Osborne  ob.«erved, 
'^  have  seen  hard  service,  ray  honest 
friend  ?"  looking  at  his  wooden  leg. 

^' A  mere  trifle,  yoirr  honour,"  repli- 
ed the  sailor ;  not  worth,  thinking: 
about;  the  brave  captain  fell,  when  my 
leg  flew  ofi",  and  many  of  the  officers  had 
worse  knocks  than  I  got — they  all 
fought  bravely  in  defence  of  their 
country,  and  this  is  the  chance  of  war, 
moving  his  wooden  leg,with  the  greatest 
indifierence.  "  You  are  a  noble  follow," 
daid  the  Captain,  '^  and  as  yqu  are  a 
stranger  in  Scarborough,  if  I  have  any 
power  to  serve  you,  come  to  my  house 
at  six  o'clock  this  evening,''  giving  hini 
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his  card  which  the  man  respectfullj  re- 
ceived^ and  the  Captain  tremblinglj 
alive  to  the  impulse  of  humanity  was 
about  to  offer  money^  but  forbore ;  there 
was  a  something  in  th6  sailor's  ap- 
pearance, that  seemed  to  refuse  relief; 
given  as  charitj— -and  he  was  blessed 
with  a  hearty  that  respected  such  feelings 
he  left  the  sailor  :  desiring  hioi  to  come 
at  the  time  appointed.  After  dinner^ 
all  but  Eileo^  (who  had  been  called 
out)  were  sitting  at  table^  irhere  the 
dessert  was  placed-«-a  servant  euterred^to 
infoi'm  Captain  Osborne^  that  a  sailor 
with  a  wooden  1^  inquired  for  him. 
''  Shew  him  up/'  said  0>borne>  who  bad 
mentioned  his  having  met  with  him : 
the  ^erva^t  immediately  returned^  with 
the  man  who  stood  by  the  door^  turn- 
ins:  round  his  bat^  which  he  held  in  his 
baud,  as  he  refused  to  sit  down,  before 
their  honours.  Osborne,  had  filled  him 
a  glass  of  winOj  which  he  received  with 
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a  look  of  humility.and  a  respectful  bow^ 
and  was  just  raising  it^  to  bis  lips,  when 
the  door  openings  Ellen  entered — the 
man  looked  rounds  and  his  eye%  now 
fixed  upon  her  as  the  glass  dropped^ 
from  bis  trembling  fingers,  and  bis 
wooden  leg,  nearlj  forgot  its  office,  as 
he  wildly  exclaimed : 

'' Tis  she  herself— ti&  Miss  Ellen,  I 
am  certain^ — Ellen  of  Dubois's  cottage 
that  now  stands  before  me  !" 

''  Oh  yes,''  she  cried,  starting  at  the 
voice,  and  looking  at  the  sailor  ;  w  horn 
she  instantly  recollected^  and  running  to 
him,  threw  her  artes  about  his  neck, 
exciatming  Almighty  God  !  it  is  my 
father  !-~my  dear,  my  long  lost  father  ! 

The  pause  of  a  moment  ensued*  The 
brave  tar  clasping  her  to  bis  honest 
heart,  as  the  iiig  tears  chased  one 
another  down  his  fallen  cheek,  strong 
silent  testimonies  of  the  love  he  bore 
her ;  then  recollecting  himself,  he  res* 
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peH fully  withdrew,  from  her  hold, 
saxmg;  ''not  your  father.  Miss  Ellen, 
though  I  have  ever  loved  you  with 
the  affections  of  one,  that,  is  an  honour, 
which  belongs  to  nay  brave  uafortunate 
master.  Captain  Mpreton,  ^vho  married 
a  Portuguese  lady,  lawfully,  as  1  caa 
witners.  We  stole  her,  to  be  sure,  out 
of  a  nuimerry,  but  what  of  all  I  hat,"— 
twirling  his  bat  about,  as  he  looked 
down  ;  '^  she  was  too  pretty,  for  a  nun ; 
as  like  you.  Miss  Ellen,  m  ever  two 
peas  were ;  but  not  quite  so  pretty  as 
you  either,  I  think — for  you  are  like  his 
honour,  my  master  foo— oh  !  alas  !  my 
poor  master,"  wiping  his  eyes,  ''yours 
was  an  early  fate ;  and  the  old  admiral 
Loid  De  Courcy  alive  still,  snug  in  his 
birth  here  in  Scarborough.  Have  you 
seen  his  Lordship  yet.  Miss  Ellen  ?  he 
is  grown  main  sorry  like,  for  behaving 
so  cruelly  to  his  honour,  my  master^ 
because   he  married  a  foreigner  and  a 
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papist;  though  she  was  just  like  aa 
angel  ;  but  if  so  be  the  Earl  will  do 
justice  now,  and  acknowledge  you  his 
grandaughter,  for  yoii  are  a  lady.  Miss 
Ellen^  in  your  own  right,  and  your  real 
name  is  Lady  Ellen  De  Coarcy;  and 
here  I  am  a  witness  to  prove  it,  if  nature 
does  not  do  the  business,  when  his  lord- 
ship sees  the  livmg  image  of  his  brave 
son/' 

Osborne  had  risen  to  give  Ellen  as- 
sistance, fearing  she  would  faint  from 
the  strong  emotions  she  sustained,  in^  so 
unexpectedly  recollecting  her  supposed 
father,  who  had  her  warmest  love,  now 
led  her  to  a  chair.  And  Dubois,  being 
obliged  to  set  down,  gave  them  an  ac- 
count of  his  master's  marriage  with  the 
lady,  stolen  from  the  convent,  liear  Lis- 
bon by  the  assistance  of  the  (lof tress. 
He  mentioned. her  father's  death  ;  whilst 
she  was  very  young ;  and  her  being  in 
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conitequeDce,  given  to^his  care  and  bis 
iRfife's.  After  his  wife's  deaths  EHen 
li\iii^  with  him.  The  storm  when  fais 
liMie  bark^  was  indeed  lost  ;  but  his  life 
pieserved  by  a  Newfoundland  Fibbing 
Vessel^  which  la^  concealed  from  view; 
that  they  wanted  a  hand ;  and  the  Captain 
refused  to  put  him  on  shore :  the  dis.- 
traction  he  suffered  in  consequence^ 
thinking  of  Ellen.  His  return  to  Hali- 
fax as  Ellen  was  leaving  it ;  and  missing 
her  in  consequence  of  the  ^hips  sailing 
sooner  than  was  expected  :  His  seeing  it 
pass  from  a  point  not  very  far  from  the 
cottage  ;  and  almost  frantic^  being  ready 
to  jump  into  the  sea^  to  swiia  to  it. 

Then  it  was  Dubois  I  saw  throuuh  the 
glass^  Osborne  thought ;  but  forbore 
speakings  unwilling  to  recall  the  past  to 
Bloomfield's  remembrance. 

Dubois  then  added^  that  he  intended 
to  have  followed  jbliea  ia  the  first  ship 
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bound  for  England ;  but.  that  on  his  way 
from  the  cottage  to  HalifasL^  to  make  in- 
quiries for  this  purpose,  he  wa$  robbed 
bj  a  press-gafjg,  and  sent  off;  and  ever 
since  had  been  in  hard  service  ;  ordered 
eontinuaily  from  post  to  pillar^  till  now, 
he  has  growD  an  old  sailor^  and  good 
for  nothing. 

''  It  is  time  indeed,  for  you  to  lie  by^ 
niy  worthy  friend/'  said  Onburiie  ;  *'  af- 
ter the  service  you  have  seen ;  and  now^ 
you  have  cast  anchor  I  hope,  and  have 
got  into  good  moorings  and  a  safe  har- 
bour, [f  youi  had  not  better  friend:^," 
continued  O^^borne^  '^  you  should  never 
want  whiUt  I  had  a  birth  to  offer  you, 
my  HONEST  old  friend/'  sbakmg  Dubois's 
hand  with  a  tar's  warm  heart,  ''  for  I 
consider  myself^  in  some  measure,  the 
cause  of  your  misfortunes,  by  sailings 
before  my  time/' 

[[  Was   it  your  honour  tbeu^   that 
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brought  my  master's  daughter  from 
Halifax?  and  have  taken  such  good 
care  of  ber^  since  ?  Heaven,  bless  vou 
for  that  I  it  was  more  than  I  could  have 
done.  She  now  looks  like  herself^  like 
Lady  Ellen  De  Courcy,(  Osborne  smiled. 
And  for  all  I  have  suffered  I  have  served 
my  king,  and  country^  and  that^s  reward 
9ufficiant  for  an  Englishman^  had  my 
poor  master,  lived  to  see  this  dav^  how 
he  would  have  ffjoiced,  but  he  was  cut 
ctifuioneof  ihe  most  glorious  engage- 
ments e\er  foughf  by  Britons,  and  fell 
bravely  at   the  moment  the  flag'  of  the 

eiieiuy    STttUCK.    T<^    THE    RrITTSH     LiuN. 

Hi-  la^t.  monienrs  were  joyful,  for  ihey 
were  cheered  by  the  soiaid  ot  viCT.  ay, 
which  his  honour  feebly  ack:)owledged^ 
as  for  the  la 4  time  he  pressed  my  hand, 
M  I  wa.^  raismg  to  his  lips  a  cordial^  and 
\Mth   the  picture  of  his   beloved    wife 
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closely   pressed   to  his  hearty  his  soul 
winged  its  flight  to  a  better  place  "' 

Here  the  voice  of  the  faithtul  veteran 
faultered^  and  overcome  by  his  feelings^ 
he  sobbed  aloud.  All  were  much  afr 
fected  by  the  respectful  love  this  faith- 
ful servant  evuiced  for  his  master  ;  and 
Ellen  pale  and  trembling  took  the  hard 
haud  of  Dubois^  and  repeatedly  pressed 
it  to  her  lips^  who^  in  some  measure,  bad 
regained  his  composure  and  novir  said^ 
though  it  grieved  him  to  leave  his  darl- 
.  ing  so  soon,  yet  he  could  not  forget  his 
old  messmate,  aod  was  going ;  but  Os- 
borne told  him^  that  lie  wouid  first  see 
about  a  good  birth  for  his  brother  sai- 
lors to  go  to  ;  since  he  found  he  war'd 
not  Slay  with  them ;  and  comf''*'^*'^!^ 
.lodgings  with  every  accom*  -^^tion,  was 
immediately  proviJed  -^^  ^^i^  invalid, 
who  had  also  pri>n"  advice,  immediately 
procured  fo»-  ^^^^     ^^*  ^^  **  was  chiefly 
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comforts  that  he  needed/  he  fmind  thoi^ 
hU  best  physic,  since  there  was  nosplF 
eiiig  on  legs  and  arms  again^  Dubois  ob^ 
served. 

The  next  day>  when  they  were  settled 
in  thier  new  habitation,  Eliea  MoudI* 
Stuart  and  O&borne  went  to  see  them— 
and  tound  them  very  happy.  Dnb6i% 
with  his  best  bow  declaring^  that  be 
would  not  change .birtbs>  with  the  old 
admiral — to  be  him — ^not  if  Moretoa 
and  Oe  Courcy  castlel  was  twice  ss 
big  as  it  is.  He'll  never  forgive  me^ 
he  cried— -hot  f  dont  value  fainOj  not  ;  s 
ropes  end— thou{>  h  Td  rather  stand  a 
whole  broad  siiie  than  see  him. 

^hen  I  will  not  a^k  you  mj  dear 
father^  <iaid  Ellen  or  1  meant  to  have 
taken  you,  wth  me,  when  I  called  up- 
on him,  which  m^  friends  advise  me  to 
do."  Dubois,  hovre>.r,  declared  he 
would  go  any  where  to  se^^^  i^^^^  j^j 
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land  or  by  water,  or  by  fire  either,  said 
be,  at  any  tinie  ;  and  go  he  would ;  for 
it  was  not,  that  be  feared  the  adnairal ; 
no  dor  any  man  living  ;  but  only  one 
liked  one,  may  be,  better  than  another  : 
as  without  intending  it  he  looked  first 
at  Osborne,  and  then  glanced  towards 
Mountstuart,  who  Dubois  thought  was 
something  like  the  admiral  in  manner. 

It  was  then  agreed,  as  the  admirars 
stay  might  be  uncertain^  that  on  tlm 
following  mornings  they  Would  pay  him 
a  visit. 

Ellen  determined  to  introduce  herself 
as  the  owner  of  the  watch,  the  admiral 
bad  seen  at  Bristol,  which  she  had  long 
since,  through  the  means  of  Mrs  Hazel^ 
recovered.  Osborne  would  attend  her^ 
as  having  brought  her  to  England  ;  and 
Dubois  be  ready  to  produce  his  testi-  ^ 
mony^  that  bbe  ^was  Ci^tain  Moreton's 
daughter. 
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''  But  why/'  Mountstuari  asked, 
''  wa)»  not  inquiries,  respecting,  this 
affair^  made  long  ago  ?" 

"  Everj  thing  possible  was  done,"  re- 
plied Ellen ;  and  no  notice  taken  by 
any  one  of  the  advertisments  which 
appeared  ;  and  sometime  afterwards^ 
the  papers  gave  an  account^  of  the  ad- 
ninai'ii  death  abroad."   . 

'*  Ar»  y^u  then  certain,   this    gentle- 
ipan  is  the  person,  you  suppose  ?" 

That   Dubois,    declared    he    could 
swear  to,  for  he  had  seen  him. 

Ellen  now  reflected,  that  the  Earl  of 
De  Courcy  might  refuse  to  acknowlege 
her  ;  and  almost  hesitated  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  hazarding  so  great  a  mortifi- 
cation ;  hut  had  she  4  rij^ht  to  give  it 
up,  if  she  was  really  the  Admiral's 
heiress  ?  of  \>hicb  !»he  had  not  the  small- 
est reason  to  doubt ;  and  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  earnest  wish  he  had  express- 
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ed  to  see  the  owner  of  the  watch,  de- 
termined her. 

I  shall  Dotj  indeed,  be  alone,  she  men- 
tally pursued  ;  Osborne  and  my  dear 
faithful,  early  protector,  will  be  with 
roe;  two  of  my  best  friends:  that  is 
enough. 
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CHAPTER  X 


Tbb  next  moniing^  when  (he  Cftiriige 
flopped  before  the  elegant  mansioo  of 
the  Earl  of  De  Courcy,  mod  the  moawer 
to  the  inquirj,  if  is  Lordship  was  at 
home  ?  gi\en  in  the  affirmative,  Elleo 
gave  the  servant  a  note  to  be  delivered 
to  him,  and  vraited  in  the  carriage  vrith 
a  palpitating  heart  his  ansvrer. 

This  roerelv  informed  him  that  the 
Lady,  who  now  called  upon  him,  could 
give  bim  some  information  respecting 
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the  watch  and  seal  he  had  seen  in  Bris- 
tol at  Mr.«...aDd  could  introduce  hiaij 
to  the  person  thej  belonged  to. 

As  soon^  as  the  Admiral  bad  read 
this  note,  and  been  informed  by  his  ser^- 
\ant>  that  a  lady  was  then  waiting  in 
her  carriage,  he  ordered  the  man  to 
shew  her  directly  into  the  drawing 
room. 

When  the  door  being  opened  Ellen 
entered,  attended  by  Osborne. 

The  Admiral,  on  seeing  her,  started 
back  much  agitated^  and  turned  pale. 
As  she  approached  him^  ''Tisthe  saine 
face,  r^aw  at  the  British  Museum," 
he  cried,  ''  tis  the  living  image,  of  my 
lost — my  brave — son;**,  and  he  sunk 
into  a  jchair.  ''Tell  me,  I  conjure 
you,**  he  continued^  ''and  tell  me  truly, 
who  you  are  ;  and  what  you  are 
called.*' 

Ellen  replied,  ^'  But  a  short  time 
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since  1  knew  not  what  natne  to  cllim ; 
unnoticed  by  every  faoaiiy  connection; 
unknown  to  all  ;  yet  was  led  to  believe 
I  had  a  right  to  that  of  Moreton." 

^'  Where,  where  did  you  come  from? 
are  you  a  native  of  England  ?  Pardon 
me,  madam,  but  to  me  it  is  a  matter  of 
the  greatest  conseq^uence  to  elucidate 
this  affair." 

''  1  am  not  a  oatire  of  England/' 
Ellen  replied ;  '^  and  can  scarcely  in- 
form  you  io  what  place  I  owe  my  birth. 
I  came  over  with  this  gentleman^  Captain 
Osborne,  from  America  about  thirteen 
jrears  since ;  and  there  is  a  person  in 
waiting,  who,  if  you  wish  it,  can  give 
you  a  further  account." 

''  By  all  means,"  replied  the  Earl, 
and  ringing  the  bell,  when  a  servant  ap- 
pearing, the  admiral  give  orders  that 
the  person  should  be  shewn  up,  who  had 
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come  with  the  lady.     In  the  mean  time, 
addressing  Osborne, 

''  You,  sir,  then  I  find,  had  the  pro- 
tecting of  this  lady  from  America  ?  She 
ttiust  then  have  been  very  young  indeed 
— ^a  mere  child.  Pray  sir,  what  part  of 
America  did  y^»u  htim^  her  from  ?" 
*'  From  Nova  Scotia,  my  Lord." 
Dubois  now  made  his  appearance ; 
but  scarcely  entered  the  dpor,  when  the 
Admiral,  not  immediately  recollecting 
him,  desired  he  would  come  forward ; 
and  then  said  : 

'*  You  can  inform  me,  friend,  this  lady 
tdls  me,  of  some  particulars  respect- 
ing her,  which  it  much  concerns  me  to 
know.** 

''  An  please  your  honour — ** 

The   Admiral   started   at  the  voice, 

sternly  demanding,  as  he  fixed  his  eyes 

menacingly,  ''  Pray  who  are  you  ?"  No 

answer  was  immediately  given,  and  he 
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wert  on,  SareW — surely — y**n  raanot  be 
— -jrs  on  my  life,  jou  mre  Ditboit.  Yil* 
laiii !  hegoue  iDMantly !  or  mj  lervaiitl 
•hall  turii  vou  out  of  the  honae.  Leafe 
BIT  pre^esice  this  momei^t — begmne  V 

'*  Thra/'  said  Eliei^  ri<«iug  with  dif- 
nity,^  *'  my  \isit  is  runcluded^  my  I/ird; 
I  will  remain  y^xXh  no  ooe  who  caa 
treat  unworthily  this  early  protector  of 
my  infancy,  and  fauhfuf  ^lardian  of  my 
childhood  ;  whc»m  I  both  love  and  h^ 
nour."  And  gi\  ingher  hand  to  Osborne 
^hose  rising  wrath  had  beeo  with  difi- 
culty  kept  within  any  bounds,  she  wsi 
going. 

The  Admiral  inftantly  sofTened^  wai 
sorrjj  and  reque^^ted  she  would  be  seat* 
ed  ;  that  be  would  endea%'our  to  re- 
strain that  warmth  which  he  was  too 
mt:ch  prone  to. 

'*  But  you  know  not  the  years  of  mi- 
sery I  hare  endured,  or  you  would  par* 
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don  me^  madam^  and  pity  me ;  however 
I  will  say  nr>  more  on  ibis  bead/*  sigh- 
ing heavily,  whilst  subdued  by  the  Earl's 
apology^  and  4  he  anguish  visible  in  his 
countenance^  Ellen  again  sat  down.  And 
Osborne,  drawing  a  chair  next  his  owo^ 
said  to  Dubois  :    . 

'*  Sit^  down  my  worthy*  friend  ;  his 
Lordship  will^  I  trust,  excui^e  me^  but 
m  brave  fellow  who  has  lost  his  health 
and  his  limbs  in  the  service  of  his 
country^  might  be  allowed  to  be  seated 
even  in  the  presence  of  majesty/' 

The  Admiral  vvas  a  true  sailor^  and 
therefore^  far  from  being  displeased 
with  Osborne's  sincerity,  which  in  some 
measure  «»erved  to  put  him  in  good  hu- 
mour again,  and  the  occasion  of  the  meet- 
ing beihg  renewed^  the  watch  was  pro- 
duced, and  every  circumstance  explain- 
ed. During  ^  hich»  in  what  related 
principally  to  Portugal^  the  Admiral's 
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choler  was  beginning  to  rise  ;  and  Du- 
bois, notwithstanding  hi^  boasting  of 
Dot  caring  a  rope's  end  for  him,  was  rea- 
dy ^^  J^^P  up  from  his  chair,  with 
terror  ; — for  knowing  him  from  a  boj, 
he  in  fact  stood  in  great  awe  of 
him. 

The  Admiral  remarked  that  is  son, 
in  a  letter  wrote  just  before  his  last  en- 
gagement, informed  him  his  daughter 
was  in  possessicm  of  a  pocket  book  ;  in 
a  secret  fold  of  it,  which  opened  with 
a  spring,  and  which  he  minutely  de- 
scribed, he  had  put  a  written  ac-. 
count  of  his  marriage,  in  his  own  haiid, 
with  the  date,  &c.  unknown  to  any 
one:  also  observing  that  his  daughter 
was  thought  to  bear  a  strong  resem- 
blance both  to  her  unfortunate  mother 
and  himself.  Added  to  which,  she  had 
imprinted  on  hef  hand  a  few  small 
grapes  owing  to  his  having  one  daj  in 
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'thoughtless  fo11y»  thrown  loine  to  his 
i^ife,  of  which  the  inside  of  his  daugh* 
ter's  left  hand,  bore  the  impression. ...« 
Tliat  proof  of  bein^  a  De  Coiircy,  1  cer- 
tainly have  said*,  Ellen,  drawing  off  her 
glove,  and  shewing  her  beautiful  hand 
to  the  Admiral^  and  trinkets  also,  are  in 
my  possession.  The  pocket-book  I  have 
'  been  lucky  enough  to  bring  with  qie  to 
Scarborough,  but  the  paper  I  never  dis- 
covered." 

A  servant  was  then  dispatched  with  a 
note  to  Henrietta,  requesting  her  to  send 
the  pocket-book^  sealed  up^  and  when 
it  came,  the  fold  was  found,  wherein  lay 
the  writing — the  very  certificate,  said 
the  old  man,  written  by  my  lost  son.-— 
Oh  !  my  boy — my  dear  unfortunate 
Moreton.  As  greatly  affected,  he  could 
Bcarcely  repeat,  'tis  enough,  holding  out 
hi^  arms  to  receive  £ilen ;  '^  you  are  ia- 
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deed  mj  grand-cbild^  my  only  Temain- 
iDg  treajjiiVe/* 

''Give  me  but  the  means,"  said  Ellen^ 
(withdrawing  from  the  embrace  of  the 
only  parent  she  had  ever  known, )  ''  gi\e 
^  me  but  the  power  of  adding  to  your  hap- 
piiiess,  and  indeed  I  shall  rejoice  in  be- 
ing acknowledged  by  you.'* 
"  You  will,  you  must/*  he  replied^  look- 
ing at  her  deli|;;htedly,  andiira  I  at  length 
so  blest  as  to  have  found  such  an  heiress ; 
one,  who  the  proudest  mi^ht  be  proud 
to  own — Ye?,  my  child — my  heart  iih 
deed  acknowledged  thee  as  such,  before 
these  convinciuir  proofs,  and  with  diffi- 
cnhj  restrained  its  emotions;  btit,  shall 
I  }'ie'd  I  thouiiht — vield,.  with(»iit  e\ery 
possible  proof.  No — I  vill  v^ait  for  all — 
fi'T  every  test im^^iVy.  Tbat  voire,  tho^e 
eyes,  that  speaking  couiiteiiance,  shall 
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not  conquer.  I  will  have  also  (he  s(rong;est 
corroborating  evidence.  Though  they 
assuredly  have  won  nie^  and  I  s^houldnot 
I  feel,  survive  a  disappoiataieat,'' 
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CHAPTER  XI. 
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Ellen  now  con^^ratulafed  her  prand* 
father  upon  looking  much  better  thao 
i;vhen  she  saw  him  pass  in  the  carriage 
at  Bristol. 

The  reason  she  had  not  met  him  then, 
^as  siiflTK  iendy  explained  ;  and  every 
step  that  had  been  taken  to  discover  her 
family,  mcn(irned,*^but  he  happened  to 
be  abroad^  v%hen  the  advertisements,  &c. 
appeared  in  the   papers,  which  be  re- 
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ceived  but  occasionally ;  and  seldom 
^hei)  he  happened  to  see  them^  read  any 
articles  but  the  public  news;  so  that 
(bey  had  all  escaped  his  notice  ;  nor  bad 
any  circumstances  ever  occurred  that 
conhl  lead  btm  to  in.qtiire  respecting 
Etlei^  after  she  feft  America^  till  he 
saw  the  watch,  and  that  he  had  believed 
her  for  some  years  dead. 

The  Admiral  now  ordered  refreshment 
to  be  brought  in,  and  while  Ellen  had 
been  speaking  to  Dubois,  the  Earl  had 
boen  informed^  in  as  brief  a  manner  as 
p  )«^sible9  by  Captain  Osborne^  of  the 
disinlerested  offer  which  Eilen  had  re- 
ceived  from  the  elescant  Mountsluart. 
His  Lordship  kn*  w  the  fauiHy  well,  and 
was  perfectly  charmed  witb  the  portrait 
which  the  worthy  Osborne  drew  of  his 
esteemed  friend,  and  repeatedly  declared 
that  his  joyful  consent  should  accompany 
them  to  the  a4tar;  for  he  anticipated 
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vfith  delight  theiDomentvirhefilie  should 
hail  by  the  endearing  appellation  of 
grandson^  of  so  amiable  and  worth  j  a 
fellow  ;  and  congratulate  in  the  gene- 
rous  lover  of  the  lowly  Ellen^  the  hus- 
band of  his  acknowledged  Heiress^  of 
Lady  Ellen  De  Courcy^  in  the  person  of 
the  noble  Laird  of  Mountstiiart. 

Ellen  now  approached  the  Earl^  who 
taking  her  hand^  asked  why  Mr.  Mount- 
atuart  had  not  done  him  the  honour  of  a 
visit  with  her  that  morning. 

A  suffusion  of  the  deepest  Carnatioo 
immediately  overspread  the  fine  face  of 
the  sensitive  Elien^  who  hesitated^  trem- 
bled^  and  was  silent. 

*'  Well,  well/*  continued  bis  Lord- 
ship, affectionately,  *^  don't  my  sweet 
love,  pray  don't  blush  and  tremble  so 
violently  at  my  knowing  your  charms 
have  captivated  in  the  humble  guise  of 
obscurity,    the  flower  of  our  ScQttish 
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youths."  Ellen  was  about  to  speak. .•.. 
**  Nay/'  said  (he  Admiral,  interrupting 
her,  'Vyourexplanation  is  too  late  ;  Capt. 
Osborne  has  informed  me  of  each  eic- 
cuuistance,  and  I  glory  in  the  atiach* 
nicnt  and  conscequent  alliance  you  are 
about  to  form,  with  one  of  the  most  an- 
cient  and  honourable  families  in  Scotland; 
but  as  the  happiness  which  seeiQs  the 
most  perfect/  is,  not  without  itlloy,  I 
shall  always  most  feelingly  lament/  that 
the  virtues  which  distinguish  Mount- 
Stuart,  did  not  do  -honour  to  the  Blue 
Jacket,  what  sentiments  foraxromman- 
der,  what  a  noble  sailor  he  vvpiild  have 
made,"  said  his  Lt)i'dshi[i^^9^ith  energy, 
addressing  Captain  Osborne — ^'  what  a 
progenitor  for  a  race  of  heroes ;"  in 
which  the  Captain  immediately  acqui- 
esced ;  at  the  ^arue  time;  premising  with 
SLU  arch  smile,  (loojung.  at  Ellen)  that 
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be  might  he  the  father  of  a  fiiture  Adcni- 
ral  l>e  Courcj. 

The  Admiral  laughed  aloud  at  tbii 
observation,  add  rubbed  his  hands  in  ap* 
parent  delight ;  and  altho*  Dubois  had 
the  hardihood  to  join  in  his  L!>rdbhip's 
laugh^  yet  strange  to  saj,  it  was  not 
iroticed.  The  blushes  of  Ellen  anumed 
a  livelier  red  at  tfae^se  pointed  remarks^ 
and  raising,  she  approached  the  Earl, 
and  entreated  permission  to  retire^  in 
order  to  recover  the  agitatron  which  the 
events  of  the  tnorning  had  prtKiuced— * 
and  continued  Ellen,  1  hare  friends^  my 
Lord,  who  feel  an  anxious  iuteiest  for 
Biy  happine^s^  consequently  their  sus- 
pense must  be  painful,  relative  to  the  re- 
ception  I  have  experienced ;  and  1  am 
lEfure  my  dear  Lord  will  accord  with  me 
in  sentiment^  when  I  say,  that  the  friends 
of  the  humble  orphan,  Ellen,  must  not 
be  neglected  by  the  highly  favoured  ac- 
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knowledged  heiress  of  Lord  De  Courcy  ; 
therefore,  to-morrow,  my  Lord,  I  will 
again  pay  my  dutiful  respects,  and  at 
the  same  time  introduce  those  valued^ 
friends  to  3'our  notice." 

^'  My  noble  amiable  girl,"  exiilting, 
exclaimed  the  ^Earl,  while  tears  of  ten- 
der recollection  filled  his  eyes,  *^  you  are 
all  my  most  ardent  affections  could  wish, 
and  my  Ellen  who  thinks  and  acts  with 
so  mdch  propriety,  must  instruct  me  in 
what  manner  I  can  express  in  telrms  suf« 
ficiently  strong,  the  gratitude  I  feel  to 
those  amiable  friends,  for  their  kindness 
to  my  isolated  darling,^'  and  he  embraced 
her  with  fondness  ;  '^  as  it  seems  to  be 
your  wish — Well  then,  (most  reluc- 
tantly,) to-morrow,  my  dear,  let  it  be, 
though  I  wished  to  see  them  to-day;— 
and  you,  Sir,  (to  Osborne,)  to  whom 
I  am  so  much  obliged,  that  I  know  not 
how  to  be  otherwise^  than  everyouv  deb- 
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tor — you  Sir,  shaking  his  hand,  ^ill  I 
hope,  do  me  tb&  honour  of  coming;  and 
if  you  are  in  the  navy,  Silr,  believe  me 
that  all  the  interest  I  can  possibly  mak^ 
shall  be  yours." 

Osborne  thanked  him/  but  he  had  left 
the  service. 

"  I  have  a  boon  to  ask,  my  Lord^ 
which  as  my  first  request,  I  trust 
you  will  not  refuse/'  said  Ellen,  smil- 
ing. 

''  I  think'*  replied  the  Admiral,  ''  it  is 

not  possible  ?/ou  can  ask  any  thing  that  I 

could  refuse  ;  so  freely  prefer  your  re- 

,  quesf,  assured  that  it  is  already  granted." 

*'  It  is" — r(  timidly)  as  she  approached 
Dubois,  to  lead  him  to  her  grand- 
father, that  you  would  receive  my  dear, 
my  ff)ster  father  into  favour." 

The  Admiral  hesitated,  as  Dubois 
stood  with  fear  before  him,  awaiting  his 
sentence,  Ellen  by  his  side.     Taking  his 
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band.     '^  This  is  one  of  my  earliest^  my 
kindest  friends/'  she  said. 

''  He  was  your  fatlier's  friend,  too^^ 
the  Earl  replied,  his  Toiqe  softening 
with  affectionate  remem|]trance,,  as  be 
spoke.  .      . 

*'  Oh  !  yes/*  she  replied,  '*  he  ^as 
indeed"— whilst  Dubois,  almost  sobbing, 
declared  to  his  Lordship's  honor  ;  '^  that 
all  he  did  was  for  the  best,  and  to  oblige 
and  serve  his  dear  young  master  ;  and  for 
the  matter,  O  that,  continued  he,  if  so  be 
that  he  was  now  alive,  I  would  do  twice 
as  much,  any  day,  to  please  him/' 

This  declaration,  made  without  one 
atom  of  fear,  had  like  to  have  turned  the 
scale  against  him,  'till  Ellenr's  soft 
voice  interposing — ^'  It  was  your  son — 
it  was  my  father,- dear  my  Lord  remem- 
ber," brought  round  the  Admiral  to  the' 
side  of  mercy ;  and  Dubois  was  forgi- 
ven ;  which  was  in  fact  to  take  him  into 
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favour ;  as  oace  for^ven  with  tbe  Ad- 
miral, was  always  so  ;  the  past  being  for 
eyer  buried  io  obliyion  ;  and  before  they 
parted,  he  told  Dubois  that  he  mast  be 
obliged  to  no  one  but  himself ;  for  he  had 
taken  him  when  a  young  one,  under  his 
protection  ;  and  he  z(;os»2cf  haveitsenow 
he  was*  old/'* 

''  Dubois  twirling  his  hat,  Ifaankedhis 
honor,  but  his  beloved  Lady  Ellen,  and 
that  kind  gentleman  who  had  first  found 
him,  had  given  him  all  he  wanted. 

Ellen  feared  a  gathering  cloud,  and 
by  w^y  of  conciliating,  observed,  "  that 
she  must  yield  ber  claim,  to  the  Admi- 
ral's/' which  made  all  smooth  again; 
whilst  she  secretly,  determined  to  consult 
Dubois,  and  that  when  she  knew  his 
wishes,  he  should  be  made  happy;  and 
doubted  not  her  grandfather's  agreeing 
to  it. 

They  now  took  leave  of  the  Admiral, 


I   » 


143 


V 


iet  a  promise  of  spendiDg  the  next  day 
\eith  him,  and  introducing  the  rest  of 
the  party.  , 

The  honest  worthy  Dubois^  was  highly 
delighted,  that  his  dear  master's  daugh- 
ter was  at  last  acknowledged  by  the  Earl. 
He  must  go  to  his  old  messmate,  where 
according  to  his  wis^hes  Ellen  left  him. 
Mountstuart  soon  returned  after  them, 
and  when  Ellen  entered,  "  asked  with  a 
smile,  whether  it  was  Lady  Ellen  De 
Courcy,  or  Miss  Dubois,  he  saw  ?'' 

^'  'Tis  the  Earl  of  De  Courcy 's  grand- 
daughter,'' she  replied,  with  evident 
pleasure  ! 

''  Yes,"  observed  Osborne,  ''  and  a 
woman  of  spirit  into  the  bargain,  I  as* 
sure  you*  I  did  not  thiuk  Ellen,  you 
were  half  such  a  virago.  I  would  have 
you  take  care,  Mountstuart,  since  the 
secret  is  di&cove/ed,   or  I  do  not  know. 
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but  by  and  bye,  !/ou  must  yield  (a  fe- 
male authority,  as  >¥eil  as  an  Admiral/' 

M ountstuart  looked  as  if  he  did  not 
fear  it>  bowev^er^  and  smilingly  raised 
the  fair  hand  of  Lady  Ellen  (as  we  must 
now  call  her,)   to  his  lips. 

They  then  related  to  him  the  particu* 
lars  of  their  visit ;  and  Mountstuarl  see- 
ing Lady  Ellen  gratified,  was  glad  it 
bad  taken  place  ;  nor  was  he  sorry  to  find 
her  family  so  respectable  :  and  the  riches 
she  may  inherit,  in  consequence  of  being 
the  acknowledged  heiress  of  the  family 
of  De  Courcy,  are  immaterial,  as  my 
possessions  are  sutficiently  large,  proudly 
thought  Mountsiuart. 

Lady  Ellen,  the  next  day,  to  please 
Mountstuart,  dressed  with  particular 
elegance,  whilst  he  appeared  plain,  but 
genteel.  He  was  received  by  the  Ad* 
miral  with  distinguished  attention  ;  and 
the  whole  pany  treated  with  the  most 
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friendly  politeness  and  liospitality^  for 
-  the  Admiral  was  quite  a  gentleman  of  the 
old  school. 

Mrs.  Osborne^  who  sat  next  to  Lady 
EMen^  was  suspected  to  be  hi^  favourite^ 
and  she  laughingly  told  Osborne^  it  was 
a  pity  she  had  not  waited  to  have  had  an 
Admiral^  and  become  a  Countess. 

Lord  De  Courcey  heard  from  Ellen 
the  story  of  her  benefactress,  the  un- 
fortunate lovely  Miss  Fitzherbert.  His 
Lordship  could  not  suffieiently  express 
his  admiration  of  the  character  of  this 
*  most  amiable  of  women  ;  n6r  could  he 
sufficiently  deplore  the  hard  sad  fate 
"  which  tore  this  fair  blossom  so  untiniely 
from  th^  arms  of  her  afflicted  friends, 
and  hereby  deprived  him  of  the  delight- 
ful gratification  of  paying  back  a  small 
part  of  the  vast  obligation  he  felt  him- 
self indebted  to  this  beauteous^  this  early 
immolated  victim. 


From  Bloomfield  he  obtained  a  copy 
of  a  minatureof  Miss  Fitzherbert^  which 
his  lordship  had  enshrined  with  bril- 
liants of  the  most  expensive  description, 
and  presented  the  likeness,  which  was 
esteemed  excellent,  to  bis  beloved  Lady 
Ellen^  bidding  her  at  the  same  time  al- 
ways to  appreciate  it  as  the  model  of  all 
feminine  perfection ;  and  as  she  contem- 
plated this  copy  of  the  loved  original  to 
continue  the  practice  of  those  virtues 
which  had  been  so  early  inculcated  by 
the  bright  exampleof  her  exalted  friend. 
Lady  Ellen  received  the  sacred  deposit 
with  pious  thankfulness  on  her  knees; 
and^  pressing  affectionately  the  insensate 
picture  to  her  bosoni^  shed  a  torrent  of 
bitter  tears  to  the  memory  of  friendship, 
in  her  estimation  seidom  equalled — 
UMver  excelled. 

The  Admiral,  overcome  by  contend- 
ing emotions,  drew  out  his  handkerchief. 
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and  also  embalmed  the  memory  of  de« 
parted  excellence  with  tears  of  genuine^ 
of  grateful   feeling. 

Captain  Osborne^  Ti^ho  was  present 
at  this  affecting  scene^  sobbed  aloud,  re- 
peatedly exclaiming^  *'he  was  not  asham* 
ed  to  play  the  woman  in  lamenting  the 
cruel  fate  of  his  beloved  cousin-— but 
ghe  is  gone  !"  continued  the  worthy 
Onburuej  ''to  join  her  sister  angels^  in 

Another  and  a  better  worlds 

I 

-where  she  will  again^  I  triist>  be  one 
^ay  reunited  to  all  she  loved  on  .earth.'' 
"Oh  !"  said  Lady  Ellen,  laytog  her 
hand  on  the  arm  of  Osborne,  "  had  Miss 
Fitzherbert  been  alive  io  bless  me,  with 
her  counsel,  I  should  not  have  had  a 
wish  uogratified  ;  but  I  must  endeavour 
to  bow  with  submissioD  to  that  awful 
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decree  which  is  now  irrevocable^  and 
thiuk  with  the  celebrated  Pope  : 

Whatever  ii,  is  right. 

The  earl  was  infinitely  pleased  with 
the  manly  elegance  of  the  handsome 
Mounistuart;  delighed  in  his  inlellii^^ent 
conversation,  and  frequently  acknow- 
ledged that  warm  as  the  panegyric  was 
by  which  Captain  O^bofhe  introduced 
his  friend^  it  was  only  doing  justice  to 
the  merit  he  possessed.         « 

Colonel  Bloomfield  as  the  early  friend 
of  Lady  Ellen,  he  also,  paid  particular 
attention  to;  but  there  was  a  cold  digni- 
fied reserve  in  his  manner  to  strangers 
which  ill  accorded  with  the  blunt  sin- 
ceiity  practiced  by  the  Admiral.  But 
Captain  0>»borne,  independent  of  the 
brotherly  services  he  had  reudered  his 
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Ellen,  was  in  the  estimation  of  Lord 
De  Courcy,  in  reality,  without  spotov 
blemish.  With  him  his  lordship  talked^ 
laughed,  and  joked  unshackled  bjr 
the  smallest  restraint ;  and  could  the 
real  secret  of  bis  heart  have  been  deve- 
loped^ and  the  awful  mandates  decreed 
by  fate,  have  been  reversed,  we  believe 
(notwithstanging  the  high  consideration 
\ivith  which  he  regarded  Mountstuart) 
he  would  with  more  satisfaction  bave 
beheld  his  favourite  Osborne  the  busr 
band  of  bis  heiress  Lady  Ellen  De 
Courcy. 

The  next  vijsit  which  the  party  paid 
Lord  De  Courcy,  they  were  invited  to 
examine  his  elegant  and  classically  fur- 
nished mansion;  and  weredelis^bted  viith 
the  many  costly  Uniques,  which  on  every 
side  were  presented  t?)  view. 

The  picture  gallery,  which  exhibiting 
the  long  list  of  Scottish  kings,  they  did 
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iwt  forget  to  intpect ;  nor  Osboraa  to 

point  out  the  portrait  of  litu  bpatifiltil 
but  unfortunate  Queen  ;  whose  counte- 
nance, Iks  there  lepresented,  Bloomfield 
thoiig;ht,  displayi*d  moreof  theronfid^i^ 
vulgar  wanton^  than  the  lovely  Ionian; 
-and  greatly  preferred  (Hie  in  the  pos^fies- 
•ion  of  a  n4)bieinan«  in  Berv^ickthire^ 
tak<*n  indeed,  when  youth  oo  longer 
graced  her  person,  for  she  had  number- 
ted  forty  Summers,  ma^iy  of  them  passed 
in  capti\ity  ;  but  the  Cohwiel  thought  it 
more  expre^ive,  of  what  bad  once  been 
perfect  beauty;  and  of  that  extreme 
aoftuess  of  countenance^  so  truly  femi- 
nine. 

O&borne  knew  many  families   in  the 

Deij^bouiho(»d  of   Scai  borough  ;    they 

hid  contmualmvitations^ and  Bloomfield 

to<vk   many  opportunities  ot  examinmg 

;ioto  the  state  ot  his  real  wishes,  but  felt 
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none  of  them  quite  conclusive  : — They 
vrandered  wot,  however,  from  the  pre- 
sent party,  though  they  might  uc^t  be  sa- 
tisfied there. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


After  some  dayg  Iiad  passed  pleasaoflj 
on  a  visit  (o  the  Admiral^  Colonel  Bloom- 
field  came  at  length  to  a  fioal  determi* 
natii-n  to  <  flfer  Miss  Gran\alle  his  hand; 
for  1  am  misorahle  out  of  the  social  cir- 
cle^  he  meiitailv  exc  lainied^  and  everj 
other  woman  is  enfirelj  out  of  the  ques« 
tion.  Adelaide  is  the  onlj  one  1  roold  at'all 
think  of,   or  be  happy  ^itb,  she  kuowi 
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how  I  have  been  situated  ;  and  must 
judge,  if  with  the  regard  and  perfect 
esteem  I  have  still  in  my  power  to  offer 
her,  she  can  be  happy!  This  was  his 
ultimatum ;  and  he  resolved  soon  to 
make  the  trial  ;  he  certainly  met  with 
nothing  to  discourage,  nor  did  she  ever 
mean  to  have  encouraged  him. 

Captain  0.<)borne4  anxious  for  their 
mutual  happiness,  which  he  thought 
would  be  best  prooKited  by  an  union^ 
was  now  soon  joyfully  convinced,  that 
■  BloomBeid  had  determined  upon  ad- 
dressing Adelaide.  The  Cotonel  in  fact^ 
waited  hut  a  proper  opportunity  to  avow 
his  wishes  ;  and  one  seemed  at  length 
mo^t  invitingly  to  pre-ent  itself: — Ade- 
laide was  seated  at  the  instrument  alone, 
whenColonel Bloom6eld  entered  thedraw 
ing-roocti;  and  had  i  early  got  through 
a  little  French  air,  by  a  celebrated  com- 
poser ;  when  taking  up  her  nettings  on 
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teeing  the  Colonel  enter  the  room.  '  Yoa 
are  not  partial  to  French  conipositiont, 
I  believe/  said  she  smilingly,  (addres- 
•idg  I  he  Colonel,)  with  polite  vivacitjr; 
*'  I  think  Iheieis  anample  field  for  stile 
and  exrrutioii."  "My-  charming, Mitt 
Granvalle,  in  many  of  them/'  Blooifl* 
field   replied  with  much  meaning  ! 

•*  I  dti  not  know  exactly,  if  you  ever 
heard  that' I  -a^ns  RttcMnpting,"  Adelaide 
obscr\ed,  "  I  think  it  pretty,  shall  I  play 
it  to  yon.  Colonel  Bloom  field  ?*' 

*'  Nt>t  at  present— excuse  my  want  af 
gallantry/' sitting  down  by  her;  '*  but  I 
"wish  to  engage  yonr  attention,  on  a  sub- 
ject that  has  of  late  occupied  much  of 
mine  ;  that  intimately  concerns  my  fu* 
tore  happinef)^;'*  and  he  fixed  his  expres- 
sive eyes  o\\  her  face. 

Far  from  suspecting  what  be  metot. 
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she  earnestly  regarded  hioi  with  asto* 
nishmeiit ! 

'•  You  es^nnot,  I  think,  Miw  Gran^ 
valle,  doubt  xxxy  friendship;  and  that 
your  happiness  and  interest,  are  very 
dear  to  me,  I  think  is^  apparent  ! " 

•'  Ah  !  no,"  she  interrupted  him,  ''  as- 
suredly not.  I  should  be  most  ungrate- 
ful, not  to  appreciate  with  gratitude, 
your  polite  attentions,  which  I  now  beg 
leave  to  acknowledge." 

He  replied  not,  but  went  on,  as  he 
bowed  to  her,  with  a  gratified  smile  :— 
''  You  have,  I  know,  my  charming 
Adelaide,  refused  many  oflfered  hearts  ! 
May  1  ask,  and  will  you  pardon  the 
question  ;  if  your's  is  still  to  be  won  ? 
Or  has  some  happy  man  anticipated  the 
less  fortunate  Bloomfield  !" 

Adelaide  started — trembled,  a^  he 
would  have  taken  her  hand,  and  sighed 
heavilv — ^^almost  overcome  by  a  .variety 

VOL.  IV.  H 
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mental  view,  his  lost— but  alas  !  still 
fondly  beloved  Clara^biooming  in  healtli> 
Vfiih  ail  that  feminine  soul,  subduing 
softness  : That  native,  graceful  ele- 
gance, with  which  he  had  first  beheld 
her,  and  which  taught  his  hiitierto  un- 
conquered  heart,  to  bend  at  the  shrine 
of  beauty,  and  had  inspired  him  with  a 
love  the  most  tender  and  unbounded  ever 
felt  by  mortal ;  and  which  the  suscepti^ 
bilitv   of  his   nature   fated    him    never 

I 

whoilj/  to  forget  ! — At  this  eventual  mo- 
ment  the  Chevalier  entered  the  drawing- 
room,  and  Adelaide  made  a  precipitate 
retreat,  with  her  face  and  neck  covered 
with  tht  most  charming:  suffusion.  The 
Chevalier  i^^a^^  for  a  moment  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  a  conduct  so  unusual  in  bis 
niece.;  but  a  vague  idea  ^f  the  truth  al- 
most immediately  presented  itself;  and 
with  ail  that  easy  eirgant  politeness  so 
peculiar  to  a  well-bicd  Frenchman,  he 
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**  Then  will  you,  my  beauteous,  my 
amiable  Adelaide/'  replied  the  Colonel^ 
takins:  her  band,  ''  permit  me  to  draw 
the  inference  !  I  most  ardently  wish  that 
your  inestimable  affections  are  still  dis^ 
engaged;  for  I  frankly  confess,  conti- 
nued he,  that  the  annihilation  of  the 
sweet  hope  1  have  lately  accustomed  my- 
self to  indulge,  of  one  day  calling  this 
fair  hand  mine,  (and  he  pressed  it  to  his 
lips  with  emotion, )  would  entirely  crush 
all  the  prospects  of  felicity  which  I  have 
again  ventured  to  form  ;  and  I  hope  my 
lovely  amiable  Adelaide,  will  truly  ap- 
preciate the  sincerity  with  which  I  as« 
sure  her,  that  do  creature  now  iti  exist* 
ence,  is  half  so  dear  to  the  heart  of 
Bloomfield,  as  her  charming  self/'.... 
Colonel  Bloomfield  now  experienced  as 
acute  agitation  as  his  fair  auditor— for 
busy  memory,  too  faithful  for  his  perfect 
bappiness,  presented  this  at  moment  to  bis 


arcxe  ^  fircmii  wbose 


now  ex- 

hic^^  sense 

done  his 

^    -'—ligd  alU- 

KoiKd  the  Cbe- 

iBir  niece's  proper 

K*— *I!1b  Jiar  lean  how- 

VBf  KSBFe  jott.  mj  dear 

is  cnlirelv 

kaif/^  sieajiw  ■twin  r  ritrlfirmN  beUeve, 
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/i/ cur -Tca  — Ct  T2V  -u^&i  consent  tou 
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Oioaei  Btoomnci   d  expressed  his  a- 
-iaywtedstnencs  to  the  Chevalier  for  the 
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warm  friendship  he  evinced,  and  thejr 
separated  t<>  Ate^^  for  dinner. 

Colonel  Bloomfield  vias  not  formed 
by  nature  to  be  an  unsuccessful  suitor^ 
and  he  soon  had  the  happiness  to  hear, 
from  the  ingenuous  lips  of  Miss  Gran- 
valle,  an  avowal  of  the  tender  senti* 
roents  she  long  had  entertained  for  him, 
even  when  she  believed  the:»e  sentiments 
hopeless.  Accordingly,  an  early  day 
was  named  by  the  Chevalier  and  Ma- 
dame De  R  ■■,  for  Colonel  Bloom- 
field  to  lead  to  the  hymeneal  altar  the 
accomplished  Miss  Granvalle  ;  but  Ada« 
laide  having  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
ceremony  should  take  piace  on  the  same 
day  which  Lady  Ellen  De  Courcy  be- 
stowed her  fair  hand  on  Mountstuart,  it 

was  for  a  short  time  postponed  ;  aiid  the 

• 

double  marriage   was   now    hourly  ex-  ^ 
pccted  to  take  place. 
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CHAPTER 


*  Ah  exhibition  of  paioting^  was  always  a 
Ina^net  of  att ration  to  Lady  Ellen^  ^bo 
was  an  amateur  in  this  delightful  sci* 
ence  ;  and  as  a  fine  collection  was  now 
on  sale  at  Donner*s  Rooms^  she  requested 
Colonel  Bloomfield  and  Miss  Granvalie 
to  accompany  her  to  the  Rooms^  as  she 
meant  to  purchase. 

Mountstuart  was  at  this  time  engaged 
at  Lord  De  Courcy's,  with  Lawyers,  &c. 
When  they  arrived  at  Donner's  Rooms, 
the  fashionable  crowde  was  so  immense^ 
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that  our  party  could  not  immediiiteljr 
enter  the  Auction  Room  ;  they  therefore 
stood  for  some  time  ^t  the  ^indow^  ad- 
miring the  sublime  view/  which  od  all 
sides  presented  itself^  when  the  attentioa 
of  Lady  Ellen  was  forcibly  attracted  by 
a  lady  who  entered  a  drawing-room  op- 
posite to  where  they  stood  ;  and  her  La-* 
dyship  exclaimed  with  energy^  addres- 
sing Colonel  Bloomfield^  "  It  was  ccf- 
tainly  Mrs.    Berkly  I   sav^  enter  ,th&i 

apartment ; — do  my  dear  Colonel^  do  m& 

* 

the  favour  to  enquire  who  occupies  the 
suite  of  rooms  opposite  :''^-^The  Colonel 
bowed^  and  immediately  made  the  de- 
sired enquiry  of  a  waiter^  and  the  an- 
swer he  received  was^  ^^  that  the  suite 
of  rooms  belonged  to*  a  Major  Berkley 
and  his  Lady."  "  Tis  my  lively  cousin^ 
I  doubt  not^  said  Bloorafield  !  I  wilt 
send  in  a  note  to  ask  if  the  Lady's  name 
was  once  Soomiers;   if  &o,  a  relation 
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would  do  himself  the  honour  of  waiting 
OD  her  !" 

An  answer  was  immediately  returned^ 
''  That  Mrs.  Berkley  would  be  happy  to 
receive  any  friend  of  Miss  Sommers.— 
The  door  of  the  drawing-room  was  now 
opened  by  a  waiter^  and  Mrg.  Berkley 
raising  from  her  seat^  instantly  ex  claimed^ 

Colonel  Bloomfield,  I  vow/'  and  she 
ran  to  welcome  him  !  But  how  old  you 
are  grown,  (laughing)  where  are  my 
spectacles  ?  I  protest  I  wonder  I  know 
you,  without  tbem  !  Oh  !  Bloorofield, 
when  immediately  recdlleeting  herself, 
as  she  was  glancing  rapidly  to  the  post  ; 
Bloomfield,  who  the  meeting  had  affect- 
ed^ more  than  he  was  aware  of,  endea- 
voured to  recover  himself,  and  introduc- 
ed Miss  Granville,  with  whom  she  was 
much  pleased.  Then  turning  to  Ellen, 
Mrs.  Berkley  exclaimed — '^  I  declare 
I  should  never   have  known  yoU'-<«-wel- 
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come  sweet  girl,  I  was  going  to  say* 
Why.  how  you  are  grown !  and  how 
bandiioine  !  and —  and —  you  look  quite 
the  thing.  I.  shall  keep  you  out  of 
Berkleys  sight ;  — that  is  determined/' 

This  good  natured  trifling,  which 
proceeded  from  the  kindest  motive^  con*- 
tribtited  to  render  them  all  cheerful. 

"  Well,  my  dear  cousin/*  said 
Bioomfield,  '^  you  do  not  look  old^ 
however — that  I  can  see  without  my 
spectacles/* 

"  Now  that's  a  charming  fellow ; 
tell  but  Berkley  so,  when  you  see  him, 
to  put  him  in  good  humour,  with  hi» 
old  wife/^ 

"  But  where  are  all  the  young  ones  ?" 
kindly  inquired  Colonel  Bloomfield. 

'^AU  placed  out  in  schools;  except 
the  last  boy,  and  he  is  in  bed.  We  had 
intended  to  find  you  as  soon  as  we  had 
fixed  ou  our  habitation  ;  but  as  wc  arq^ 
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DOW  turned  out  of  tents  and  barracks^ 
and  are  thrown  upon  the  worlds  with 
our  ha)f  pay«  we  must  look  about  us  you 
know. 

^'  But  there  comes  my  poor  old  sol- 
dier>*'  she  said,  bearing  bis  steps^  '^  and  I 
am  as  much  under  command  as  ever/' 

Major  Berkley  now  entered^  and  a 
cordial  welcoming^  again  took  pUce; 
and  such  conversation  as  friends^  long 
parted^  ^j^^y  the  sweetest  moments  of 
life^  took  place  among  them.  The  re- 
trospection would  occasionally  heave 
the  sigh^  as  busy  memory  conjured  up 
images  of  friends  for  ever  goue.  Mrs. 
Berkley's  eyes,  in  spite  of  herself  bear- 
ing testimony  to  Ihe  .tenderness  of  her 
Ihoughts,  Bloomfield^  from  his  affec- 
tion for  Adelaide^  combated  his  feelings 
with  more  effect;  all  his  fortitude  was 
exerted^   and   he  was  apparently   com- 
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posed ;  but  Lady  Ellen  could  not  com- 
inand  her  feelings^  and  sobbed  aloud. 

Mrs.  Berkley    inquired   much   after 
Osborne^  who,  she  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  dccassionally  hearing  from^  she  said 
declaring  they  would  quarter  themselves 
upon  him. 

Colonel  Bloomfield  was  glad  to  find 
that  Berkley's  estate  lay  in^  Northum- 
berland, where  he  intended tobuild,  and 
principally  to  reside;  for  now^  he  will 
have  nothing  to  do^  but  read  the  news- 
papers and  scold  me,  unless  he  gets  en- 
gaged in  some  building  scheme,  Mrs. 
Berkley  observed. 

Mrs.  Berkley  longed  to  have  visited 
Severn-dalp,  but  for  the  pre^eot  was 
obliged  to  give  it  up.  The  next  journey 
to  the  south  she  vowed  this  sacred  tri- 
bute of  respect,  toClara's  memory  :— 
That  'hould  be  her  pilgrimage  let  those 
whq  chose  it,   go  tu  Mecca.     She  the 
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observed  that  sbe  greatly  preferred  the 
large  tovm  of  the  North  to  those  sbe 
had  been  in,  in  ot  her  parts  of  Enc^laud. 
That,  in  the  j^reat  trading  city  of  B— •, 
^here  they  passed  some  weeks  upon 
landing,  she  was  ab8otute>y  in  more 
dread  when  wa)ku)g  in  the  streets,  tbao 
from  the  bears  as  she  passed  through 
the  woods  in  her  native  America.  She 
never  met  with  a  set  of  people,  any 
where  in  her  life,  she  thought,  so  lost  in 
the  dirt  of  their  traffick  ;  in  truth,  they 
were  sometimes  up  to  their  ears  in  it; 
but  still  they  went  plodding  on.  She 
did  not  think  they  woiild  turn  on  one 
side,  indeed  ;  she  almost  doubted  whether 
they  were  made  in  such  a  way  that 
they  would  if  they  were  to  meet  their 
tnajesties.  She  was  at  last  so  much  ac- 
customed to  them  that  if  she  encountered 
a  person  decently  civil,  sh^  was  taken 
by  surprise,  and  almost  forgot  how  ta 
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teceive  it.      Give  me   a   London  mob, 

rather  than  a  crowd  at  B ,  said  Kale, 

for  in  London  three  times  the  nuruber 
will  move  with  more  ease,  in  less  room." 

''  Well,  but/'  said  Bioomfield,  '  tho' 
you  declare,  Kate,  that  you  believe  it 
is  the  same  thing  to  the  lower  classes  of 

the  people  in  B ,  in  general  whether 

they  ride  over  you,  or  let  it  alone ;  break 
ygtiir  leg  in  thniwing  down  their  rubbish, 
or  miss  it.  These  barbarous  manners 
are,,  surely  confined  ^o  the  lower  classes. 
You  do  not  accuse  the  higher  orders,  of 
want  of  polish  and  civilisation.'* 

*•  Excuse  me,  colonel  Bioomfield,  I 
will  ^  uut  exactly  declare  this  ;  but  ia 
general  I  have  been  led  to  reiuark,  ia 
the  various  places  where  a  military 
life  has  taken  me,  that  the  lower  or- 
ders^ or  I  will  rather  say  the  poorer 
people,  in  society,  catch  the  style,  and 
fashion  general  amongst  their  superiors. 
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It  19^  I  believe^  natural  to  do  so  ;  and  that 
on  observation  it  will  be  found  to  bold 
good  as  an  axiom,  in  every  thing,  in 
morals,  as  well  as  manners. 

"  Major  Berkley,   who  you  know  is 
very  saucv,  when  I  went  in  during  oiir 
stay  at  B ,  with  wet  feet,  and  splash- 
ed dresses,    told  me  that  the  gentlemen 
made  way  for  the  young  and  handsome^ 
but  this  is  not  a  fart — for,    particularly 
in  the  front  of  the   Exchange,   a  noble 
edifice,    which  stares  them   in  the  face, 
w!iich  tacitly  they  seem  to  acknowledge 
themselves  unworthy  to  enter.  They  oc- 
cupy the    whole    breadth    of  the  flags, 
obliging  every  one  else,  to  walk  through 
the  chaiuieli),  or  run  the  risque  of  being 
dr  ven    over    by   the   coachmen,   unless 
you    push   in  amongst  them,   as  if  you 
weredaocuiga  reel  ;  they  impertiiienily 
staie  io  >ou»'    tate,  to  look   you  out  of 
couuteuauce." 
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"Oh  !  Mrs.  Berkley,  you  are  exas- 
peiated  against  them  I  find,  because  they 
did  not  pa^v  ,  sufficient  homage  ta  your 
charms  : — the  «ava<res." 

*'  Yes,  yes,"  Mnjur  Berkley  observed, 
'*  she  was  spoilt  whe.i  young  ;  and  cati- 
notnow  put  up  with  the  iiegtects  with 
composure. 

''  Impertinence,  I  vow  ;  downright 
impertinence;  I  do  not  know  which  of 
j^ou  is  worst  ;  you  are  as  bad  sl<  the 
men  of  B— ;  1  never  ijb^terved  it  before, 
but  I  protest  you  both\ook  uncommonly 
stupid;  just  as  they  do,  who  had  not 
one  in  a  thousand  of  the  grandees  that 
}'ou  passed,  a  single  ray  of  intelligence 
in  their  countenances.  S  ich  soulless 
beings  lost,  quite  h).st,  in  bodily  mecha- 
nical pursuits  in  getting  money  ;  which, 
they  lose  all  power  of  disposing  of  with 
a  grace." 


*'  I  declare  cousin  Kate,  you  talk  like 
one  of  the  sages  of  antiquity.'* 

**  None  of  y»ur  sly  insinuations^  Blom- 
field  !  you  know  I  was  once  both  young 
and  handsome  ;  was  I  not  ?  speak  pret- 
tily now,  a^  you  were  wont  to  do." 

*'  That's  bribery,  Kate — hiiwei-er,  I 
will  acknowledge  that  you  were  oncCp 
undonbtedly,  young.** 

'*  Oracular^  but  go  on!" 

'*  Handsome,  assuredly — (laughing) 
did  I  not  bow  iotbe  powerof  your  charms, 
and  often  tell  you  they  would  prove  fa- 
tal to  me,  if  you  were  cruel." 

"  And  yet  after  all,  you  survived  I" 

'*  To  the  astonishment  of  every  body, 
I  did  ;  but  you  were  not  the  less  inexcu- 
sable !" 

**  And  now  you  behold  roe  without 
alarm  !" 

^'  My  maturcr  beauties  ? " 

"    Yes — faith — I     believe  so,     cried 
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Major   Berkley,  diverted ;  we  shall  not 
ineasiire  swords  about  voii  nov*,  Kate." 

"  No,  said  Bloonifield,  it  is  out  of 
my  line  you  know  at  prehent,  since  I  gave 
up  the  din  of  arms/* 

'•  You  ought  to  love  me  the  better,  how- 
ever, for  k  eping  you  friends,'*  observed 
Mrs,  Berkley.    Certainly — there  ar^ad-^ 
vantages  attenduig  advancing  !" 

'*  Stop — that's  enough — 'lis  a  better 
finish  than  what  yoti  were  thinking  of-— 
observe,  'tis  one  of  the  most  useful  les- 
sons in  life>  to  know  where  to  stop/' 

This  was  acknowledged  by  all,  and 
the  party  repaired  to  the  Auction-room, 
which  was  not  now  so  much  crowded, 
the  most  fashionable  part  of  the  company 
having  departed  to  sacrifice  to  the  Graces 
previous  to  the  hour  of  dinner.  The 
pictures  were  the  productions  of  the  most 
scientific  masters.  Some  of  them  were 
Uniques.     Lady  Ellen  instantly  perceiv-* 
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ed  abeautifnl  original  landscape,  painted 
b\  th-  celebrated  Corre^io,  uhich  she 
immediately  purchased,  intending:  it  as  a 
prej^eiit  t*Tu  Lord  He  Coufcy,  who  was 
entlMiMa^ticallv  tond  of^  and  a  liberal 
patron  of  the  fine  aits. 

Colonel  Bloomfield  had  explained  to 
MfH.  Bctklcjj  a- bncfiv  as  pfissiblc,  the 
ra.  kwhichthe family  of  (hec/  devantMm 
Dubi»i^  held  in  8'  ciety,  and  her  being 
the  nt)w  a('kn(»wledged  heiress  of  the  rich 

« 

Earl  of  D?  Courcy,  None  more  sincerely 
rejoiced  at  ibis  discovery  than  the  lively 
Mr».  B  *^kley,  whfv- approached  Lady 
E  loo  to  (^ffer  her  C(»()|LjiatuJation«*  on  the 
happy  event;  sayinjj:  »%ith  much  serii)us- 
ness,  as  she  pressed  the  haiid  of  her  young 
friend,  that  from  th(;  early  precept  and 
example  which  Lady  Eilen  had  received, 
with  the  amiable  disposition  she  had  al- 
ways evinced,   must  confer   eclat  on  the 
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most  exalied  rank.  Lady  Ellen  thanked^ 
and  returned  the  friendly  pressure  With 
equal  warmth  ;  and  after  engaging  the 
Maj<)r  and  Mrs.  Berkley^  to  spend  the 
ensuing  day  at  Lord  De  Courcy's^  they 
separated. 
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CHAPTER  XIV- 


The  important  business  of  the  law^  re^ 
laf  ive  to  the  settlements,  &c.  being  at  last 
filially  concluded,  the  e\enliial  morning 
dawned,  which  was  ooce  more  to  bind 
the  fate  of  the  blooming  Maiden- wifb 
to  a  Mountsttiart.  Tbegiand  Saloon  at 
Lord  De  Courc;^'a  was  fitted  up  ^itb 
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that  fasfe  and  splendour  which  the  ratik 
oftbt;  faniilj  demanded  fur  the  perforai- 
ance  of  the  ceremonj. 

Lady  Ellen  De  Courcy,  arrayed  in 
a  co^tlv  dress  of  the  finest  Brussels  lac€. 
lodked  beantiftilly  interesting,  and  Miss 
Granvalle,  whose  dress  was  similar  to 
ber  Ladyship's,  looked  blooming  and 
lovely  as  an  Anii^el.  After  the  morning 
repast  was  fini^ihed9  Captain  Osborne^ 
who  was  to  give  the  brides  to  their  en- 
raptured husbands,  approached  Lady 
Eilen,  and  taking  her  hand,  led  the  way 
to  the  Saloon,  where  the  Bishop  of  D— 
stood  waiting  to  perform  that  sacred  ce- 
reraony,  which  "  till  death  do  us  part.'* 
By  the  side  of  the  Bishop  stood  Mr. 
Mountstuart,  who  received  the  hand  of 
the  beauteous  Elieu  from  the  delighted 
Captain  Osborne,  with  that  joyful  gra- 
titnde  which  proved  his  just  appreciatioa 
^f  the  blessing.     Lady  Blltn,  from  var 
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ri^B  sensations^  was  ranch  affected  ;  but 
a  moment's  recollection  restored  her  self* 
possessions  ;  and  she  answered  the  so- 
lemnly impressive  qne.tions  addressed  to 
faer  by  the  Bishop,  with  the  firm  dignity 
which  invariably  distinguished  her. 

The  ceremony  now  concluded;  and 
Lady  Ellen  IVlountsluart,  and  Mrs. 
Bloomfield,  gracefully  ieceived  the  ctui- 
gratulations  of  their  numerous  friends. 
Captain  Osiborne^  with  all  that  honest 
exccntricity  so  peculiar  to  himself,  in- 
sisted on  saluting  the  brides,  and  was 
encouraged  by  Lord  De  Courcy  ;  but 
Mrs.  Bv'rkley,  laughingly  observed,  she 
bluhhed  at  such  strange  innovations,  pro- 
te!>lii:g,  when  she  v^as  mariied,  *^  that 
i)Ct  of  ^roee"  was  only  to  be  tolerated  in 
the  husband. 

Mr.  and  Lady  Ellen  Mounistuart,  was 
much  disappointed  thai  Lnrd  Di^Conrcy 
did  not  accompany  tfatm  to  Scollaud.— 
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His  Lordship  pleaded  his  attachment  to 
his  favourite  residence  at  Scarborough  ; 
he  however,  promised  to  see  him  in  a 
few  months,  in  D  >rsetshire.  Previous, 
however,  to  their  parting,  Dubois  was 
so  entirely  taken  into  favour,  that  the 
Earl  had  engaged  him  to  go  with  him  to 
De  Courcey  Castle  ;  and  told  him  that 
his  messmate,  who  was  now  almost  res- 
tored to  health,  should  have  a  birth  there 
neat  him. 

"  And  now,  my  dear/*  said  the  ad- 
miral to  Lady  Ellen,  *'  you  will  be 
sure  that  I  shall  be  well  taken  care 
of/' 

When  Lady  Ellen  approached  to  bid 
him  farewel  he  desired  to  speak  to  her 
alone^nd  led  the  way  to  hisstfidy,where 
.le  presented  her  with  a  deed  of  gift,  of 
an  estate  worth  upwards  of  ten- thousand 
pounds  a  year,  arid  all  the  jewels,  and 
valuables  which  had  beeo  the  Couoless 
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of  De  Conrce}\'8  her  grand  mot  bcr'«, 
which  lie  had  sent  for,  and  had  ibc 
jewels  new  set. 

Mountstuart  beard  all  this^.  ^itb  the 
most  perfect  indifference  ;  but  took  a 
\ery  affectionate  and  friendly  leave  of 
the  worthy  Admiral,  who  saw  bis  be- 
loved Ellen  depart  with  evident  reluc- 
tance :  A  few  days  after,  found  them 
once  more  in  Scotland  ;  where,  between 
Osborne  Park  and  Broom-hill,  they 
passed  their  time,  till  their  own  bouse, 
which  had  been  altered  and  new  furnish- 
ed in  the  most  elegant  style,  was  quite 
in  order  to  receive  them. 

The  Admiral,  had  not  forgotten  bis 
favourite  Jessy  at  parting,  but  had  de- 
sired Lady  Ellen  to  present  her  with  a 
complete  sett  of  very  lar^e  and  elegant 
pearls  ornamented  with  diamonds^ 
desiring;  she  would  do  him  the  favour 
to  accept  them  in  bis  name,  as  a  tri- 
fling acknowledgment  of  the  vast  ob» 
ligation  he  should  ever  feel  himself  un- 
der to  her  excellent  husband. 
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Captain  Osborne^  laughingly  observed 
to  Jessy,  when  be  saw  them,  that  it  was 
high  time  to  depart. 

The  Admiral  was  becoming  quite 
dangerous,  for  such  things  boded  him 
DO  good/  He  should  keep  a  sharp  look 
.  out  henceforward  against  the  enemy. 
He  would  in  truth  have  been  glad  to 
return  them,  as  too  valuable  to  accept. 
.  *>CeIl^the  Admiral  owed  him  ho  acknow- 
ledgment whatever,  he  declared. 

"  An  ye  munna  wear  them,  lassie, 
for  their  muikle  too  brae  for  a  farmer's 
wife,  ye  ken ;  though  they  might  do, 
perhaps,  for  the  reeight  honorable  lude 
of  the  noble  Highland  House  Maclow- 
don/* 

'*  Osborne,*'  said  his  wife,  "  I  will 
pot  be  laughed  at ;  dis  a  wen  vy,  la^i»ie, 
because  ye  canna  reckon  titles  as  lang 
as  I  can/' 

''  Ah  !  Jessy,   the  ^son  of  Adam  and 
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of  Eve,  ye  keo^  could  the  ill  fated  B'>ur- 
boil's^  or  nassan,  go  higher  can  ye  lassie, 
gang  farther  back  ?" 

In  the  social  circle.  Lady  Ellen  and 
MittiQstuart  passed  their  happiest  hours; 
ever  considering  Scotland,  as  their  home 
and  that^  when  iu  England^  they  were 
but  visitors. 

Her  Ladyship  yearly  presented  her  hap. 
py  husband  with  a  pledge  of  their  /N^H^ 
(ual  affection  ;  but  the  second  son 
ut  Lady  Ellen,  was  the  favour 
ite  of  Lord  De  Courcey.  •  He  was 
called  JVIorelon,  agreeable  to  his  Lord- 
ship's  request,  and  constantly  resided  at 
De  Courcey  Castle  with  him.  To 
Moreton  Mounstuart  his  Lordship  de* 
clared  his  intentions  of  leaving  aU  his 
personal  property,  which  was  immense; 
and  lamented  his  darling  could  not  in- 
herit the  title  of  his  ancestors  ;  but  that 
perforce  must  descen  to  the  eldest  son. 
Lord  De  Courcy  had  now  attained  the 
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^adfanced  age  of  eighty^  and  worn  out 
more  by  time  than  dii»ease^  he  contentedly 
resigned  bis  last  breath  in  thi  arms  of 
bis  favourite  grandson.  Lidy  Ellen, 
though  it  was  a  painful  scene^  rejoiced 
in  arriving  in  time  to  receive  bis  last 
blessings  and  clt»se  the  eyes  of  the  only 
parent  she  bad  ever  known. 
.  ,  ^After  the  contents  of  the  will  were 
known^  in  which  Dubois  was  remem- 
bered with  a  handsome  pension,  it  was 
determined  by  his  own  wishes,  joined  to 
young  Moreton's,  with  whom  he  was  a 
irery  great  favourite,  that  Dubois  should 
continue  to  reside  at  the  castle,  as  bis 
home ;  '^  for  at  Moretoo,"  observed  the 
youth,  ''  in  a  few  years  my  father  and 
mother  will  probably  wish  me  to  fix, 
and  you  and  I,  Dubois,  will  never  sepa- 
rate. 

Dubois  rej«)iced  in  this ;  for  having 
lost  his  messmate,  be  had  passed  much 
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of  bis  time  for  some  years  past^wilh  young 
Moretim,  who  he  fancied,  like  Lady 
Ellen's  father^  a  sufficient  reconiinenda- 
tion  to  his  faithful  regard. 

^'  I  shall  like  it  better  than  Scotland, 
(he  told  Lady  Ellen)  I  shall  see  you 
here  some  times;  and  if  you  please,  will 
take  a  journey  with  my  young  master 
into  Scotland,  to  see  you  there ;  and  thai 
is  enough  for  me."  For  though  Dubois 
had  gi)t  over  his  dislike  to  Mr.  Mount- 
stuart,  whose  heart  and  life  he  saw  were 
regulated  by  the  best  principles,  and  the 
transcript  of  so  many  virtues,  yet  still, 
he  was  not  perfectly  at  ease  with  him. 
And  Lady  Ellen  rejoiced  that  her  son 
would  have  one  so  strongly  attached  to 
him  always  near. 

After  this  melancholy  event.  Lady 
Ellen  and  Mr,  M ountstuart  passed  some 
time  on  the  Continent,  accompanied  by 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Bloomfield  ;  and  their 
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return  to  Scotland  was  hailed  with  uni- 
versal  joy. 

We  must  not  omit  to  record  that^  in 
the  situation  Lady  Ellen  now  filled  ia 
society^  she  did  not  forget  to  reward  the 
faithful  services  she  had  received  from 
her  kind  hearted  humhie  friend,  Mrs. 
Hazel,  V ho  had  \onir  experienced  her 
benevolence.  Her  Ladyship  now  ap* 
pointed  her  housekeeper  at  Malcombe 
Park;  and  the  M(orthy creature  was  now 
in  Scotland,  ready  to  receive  her  bene- 
factress. And  a  thousand  times  did  the 
grateful  Mrs.  Hazel  implore  a  blessing 
on  the  hour  that  her  humhie  cottage  had 
been  the  happy  means  of  affording  shel- 
ter and  PROTECTION  to  the  MAIDEN 
WIFE. 


FINIS. 
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